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FEARLESS Мате 


IDYLLIC HAVEN, Black swans roam free in the sprawling wellness resort of The Farm at San Benito in Lipa, Batangas, chosen by readers of SpaAsia Magazine as one of the best spas in the Asian region, as well аз the 
best spa cuisine during the recent SpaAsia Wellness Summit held їп Manila this month. 


NOT ONLY ADMINISTRATION CONGRESSMEN BUT ALSO 
at least one local government executive were given money 
after attending separate meetings with President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo in Malacafiang on Thursday. 


Pampanga Gov. Eddie Panlilio, a 
Catholic priest, yesterday said a Palace 
staff member dressed in a barong taga- 
log handed him a brown paper gift bag 


Read-Along: 
Children learn 
about Christian, 
Muslim friends 


By Kate V. Pedroso 
Inquirer Research 


SIX SPECIAL CHILDREN JOINED YES- 
terday’s Inquirer Read-Along session 
which featured stories about a Chris- 
tian-Muslim friendship, two men who 
conquered an earthquake and a 
princess, and the adventures of three 

goats. 
Yesterday's session, the 11th since it 
READ-ALONGIAT 


War vets discover 
but are wary of ATMs 
By Nikko Dizon 


"HOW CAN YOU SPEND АМ АТМ?” 
wonders an 84-year-old war veteran as 
the Philippines Veterans Affairs Office 
encourages the remaining 70,000 of its 
260,000 old age pensioners and wid- 
ows to switch to the automated teller 
machine to get their monthly pension. 
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containing Р500,000 as he was walk- 
ing toward his car. 

Panlilio said the bag, which had a 
handle, was stuffed with crisp P1,000 


bills in five bundles, each amounting 
to P100,000. 

He said the man told him he could 
use the money to help in the barangay 
elections, and that he accepted it after 
being told that he could also use it for 
"barangay projects." 

Panlilio agreed to confirm that mon- 
ey had changed hands after the meet- 
ing “because asa priest and a public of- 


ficer, I should not lie." 

“I believe that since the money came 
from Malacafang, I also believe it is 
public money. So I should be account- 
able for it and transparent about it,” he 
said. 

The President called the meeting with 
around 200 officers and members of the 
Union of Local Authorities of the Philip- 
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Stock market pays for experts, amateurs 


By Alcuin Papa 
and Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


THE PROFITS THEY MAKE IN THE 
stock market on a weekly or even daily 
basis can easily equal, if not rival, most. 
monthly salaries of fairy high-level 
corporate executives 

But Danny Go and Bonner Dytoc, 
middle-class blokes who are not even 
40 yet, consider themselves no differ- 
ent from the rest of us. Except for the 
fact that they are smiling all the way to 
the bank. 

‘The mass of Filipinos may not yet be 
feeling the effects of the new highs in 
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the Philippine Stock Exchange Index 
(PSEI). But market traders like Go and 
Dytoc have been making a killing since 
the local market started rising around 
ayear ago. 

Using a combination of guile, expe- 
rience and a watchful eye attuned to 
the trends, the two expertly dart in and 
ош of the market when they spot op- 
portunities to make a profit. 

‘The 35-year-old Go, a former stock- 
broker—someone who buys and sells 
stocks for clients—who dabbles in mu- 
sic, doesn't look like your typical trad- 
ег. Instead of suits and flashy clothes, 
Go prefers to wear jeans and sneakers. 


From 9 a.m. to 12 noon, the hours 
when the PSE is open, Go can be found 
їп front of his computer screen moni- 
toring the market and placing buy- 
and-sell orders with his broker. 

He claims to have chalked up a hefty 
100-percent profit on his capital in the 
past year, trading mostly in mining 
stocks. 

Not bad for a couple of hours’ work 
every day for Go who could never have 
earned the profits he makes in the mar- 
ket from his gigs as a part-time musi- 
cian. 

"When there's a bull market (that is, 

STOCK MARKET/AI3 


IXNETTA MLAREA. 


Gov bares Palace payoff 


Saying he can't lie, Fr. Ed admits taking P500,000 


Bagfui of bills 
is 1st big test 
of Among 
Ed's values 


By Tonette Orejas 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—THE 
Catholic priest who won the gover- 
norship of Pampanga on a platform of 
good and moral leadership has been 
confronted with what he calls the 
"first test" of his religious values and 
character asa public official 

It happened right on the grounds of 
Malacafiang on Thursday. 

According to Panlilio, a male Palace 
staff member in his 40s handed him a 
brown paper gift bag containing 
P500,000 in crisp P1,000 bills. 

Panlilio was approached immedi- 
ately after a meeting of governors and. 
mayors with President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo on "development projects in the 
countryside." 

"He told me his name but I cannot 
recall it. He was respectful to me,” 
said Panlilio who does not believe һе 
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Suu Kyi is her father’s daughter 


By Cristina Pantoja-Hidalgo 
Contributor 


IN 1930, THE STUDENTS OF THE UNI- 
versity of Rangoon formed the All Bur- 
ma Student Movement to defy the 
British colonial government. 

The leaders were to become the “30 
Comrades,” handpicked by Aung San 
for training by the Japanese in the art 
of guerrilla warfare. They had chosen 
to ally themselves with the Japanese in 
the belief that this would help them 
win independence from the British. Nu 
and Ne Win were part of the group. 
Later, it was also these young men who 
were to lead the struggle for indepen- 
dence. 

In 1944, convinced that he had been 
mistaken about the intentions of the 
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Japanese in Burma, Aung San defect- 
ed, with his 100,000-man army, to the 
side of the Allies. 

After the war, he represented Burma 
іп the negotiations for independence. 
And in the national elections for a con- 
stituent assembly held in 1947, his 
party won an overwhelming majority. 

But as the constitution was being 
drafted, armed men broke into a meet- 
ing of the interim government and as- 
sassinated nine people, among them 
‘Aung San and six of his ministers. 

So when Burma finally became an 
independent nation on Jan. 4, 1948, it 
was U Nu who was its first prime min- 
ister. But it is Aung San who is regard- 
ed as the father of the nation. 

Self-government did not turn out to 
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Editor’s Note 


THIS INTERVIEW WITH AUNG SAN 
Suu Kyi was conducted early іп 1989, 
shortly before she was first put under 
house arrest by the ruling junta of 
Burma (Myanmar). 

Her party, the National League for 
Democracy, won the general elec- 
tions in 1990 but was not allowed by 
the junta to take power. 

She was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1991. She was released from 
house arrest in 1995, but her move- 
ments were restricted. 

Her second period of house arrest. 
was in 2000-2002. She was freed un- 
conditionally in May 2002, but was 
subsequently imprisoned after a 
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WEATHER FORECAST 

FORECAST. Este Visayas and Mindanao нй experience mosty 
дошу skies wih scattered rainshowers and thunderstorms. The 
Test ol e country il have party cloudy to cloudy stes with isolat- 
кі ranchowers or Dunderstoms тойу in the ahemoon or 
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JDV can't threaten GMA’ 


Puno says Palace meeting never happened 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


NOBODY CAN THREATEN THE 


President. 

‘This was the reaction of Interior Secretary 
Ronaldo Puno, President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
political affairs adviser, to reports that Speaker 
de Venecia had told the President that his 
downfall was sure to lead to her downfall as 
well 

Puno yesterday also strongly belied De 
Venecias claim that he and Ms Arroyo met 
Thursday behind closed-doors in Mala- 
cafiang. 

“Nobody can threaten the President, and I 
will not stand for it. That's why I need to let 
you know that definitely no such meeting hap- 
pened. If such meeting happened, I would 
definitely be changing my assessment of the 
situation,” Puno said. 

Puno said he would not countenance any 
kind of threat on the President, and even on 
the Speaker. “I am a supporter, he knows that. 
Марараанау ako sa sariling party dahil sa 
kanya (1 have quarrels with my own party- 
mates because of my support for him).” 

He said he would seek a meeting with De 
Venecia soon. 

“Ihave to talk to him (and ask him) ... why 


he said such a thing (because) definitely its 
not true.” 

De Venecia had told the Inquirer that he 
had a closed-door, one-on-one meeting with 
the President in Malacafiang on Thursday 
morning during which they agreed that one’s 
political demise was sure to lead to the other's 
downfall. 

"Thats pretty clear, and she knows it, " De 
Venecia had said. 

But Puno, saying he was speaking on behalf. 
of the President, said he doubted whether De 
Venecia, who has been the subject of persis- 
tent ouster rumors, would say that to the Pres- 
ident. 

“No such message (was) delivered (by the 
Speaker). The President was never told any- 
thing like that. This is gospel truth,” Puno 
stressed, “Either he was misquoted or some- 
thing... but definitely, there was no such one- 
‘on-one meeting." 

Puno wondered how a one-on-one meeting 
took place since there were 190 congressmen 
at the Palace breakfast meeting called by Ms 
Arroyo herself. 

Yesterday, е Venecia admitted there was 
no one-on-one meeting with the President. 

"The meeting happened in full view of 
House deputy speaker Raul del Mar and ma- 
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jority leader Arthur Defensor,” he said. 

So there was no one-on-one meeting in the 
strict sense, he said. He also denied telling the 
President “I go down, you go down.” 

De Venecia clarified that what he told the 
President was that “there should be mutual re- 
spect between the executive and the legisla- 
tive, that we are a partnership of equals” 

Puno said the INQUIRER story could be a сазе 
of"kuryente(bum steer)." 

However, he said, that if the Speaker indeed 
said those words, “I would definitely be 
changing my assessment of the situation," said 
Puno, giving credence to talks in political cir- 
cles that the political conflagration triggered 
by the controversy over the allegedly over- 
priced $329-million National Broadband Net- 
work projectis far from over. 

Puno, who has yet to talk to the Speaker 
when he called up the Ingumen, said the 
Speakers words were surprising because “if 
he made that statement, it's not like him." 

Puno was also at a loss when asked about 
their own political allies’ warning of “mutu- 
ally assured destruction” for both top lead- 
ers of the government and the ruling party 
Lakas-CMD if De Venecia had insisted on his 
earlier position against transmitting to the 
House committee on justice the impeach- 
ment complaint lodged against Ms Arroyo. 


WHAT’S INSIDE 
FREEDOM of press is alive, says prof 
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Bagatsing: GMA 
safe, but not JDV 


By Norman Bordadora the speakership race, said there 
are indeed initiatives to oust De 
Venecia when Congress re- 
sumes session in November. 

“Watch out for that,” 
Bagatsing said. 

He said the Reform Bloc 
would hold meetings during 
the three-week break to plot 
‘out moves against De Venecia. 

Bagatsing noted that De 
Venecia missed Ms Arroyo's 
breakfast meeting with ad- 
ministration congressmen in 
Malacafiang on Thursday. 

“He was not there. He may 
not even have been invited,” 
Bagatsing said in an interview. 

“You only have to look at 
the body language of Mala- 
cafiang. It was a gathering of 
congressmen and your Speak- 
er isn’t there. What does that 
mean? It clearly shows that 
relations between the Presi- 
dent and the Speaker are al- 
ready strained,” he added. 

But Senior Deputy Majori- 
ty Leader Neptali Gonzales П 
said there was no attempt by 
Malacafiang to keep De Vene- 
Ча from the Presidents 


А MEMBER OF THE 50- 
called Reform Bloc of the ad- 
ministration coalition yester- 
day downplayed Speaker 
Jose de Venecia’s claim that 
his ouster from the House 
leadership will led to the 
downfall of President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo. 

"Thats rubbish" Manila 
Rep. Amado Bagatsing said. 

Bagatsing, a member of the 
anti-De Venecia clique in the 
ruling coalition, said theres 
no longer a credible threat to 


the weak impeachment com- 
plaint was bound to fail. 

De Venecia had told the IN- 
(лел that іп his one-on-one 
dosed door meeting with the 
President on Thursday they both 
agreed that one wont survive if 
the other was toppled from his 
orher position of power 

Bagatsing said the threat to 
Ms Arroyo has been removed 
following Deputy Speaker 
Raul Del Маг referral of the 
supposedly weak impeach- 
ment complaint to the House 
committee on justice. 

In contrast, Bagatsing said 
there were still members of 
the House who want De 
Venecia ousted. 

Bagatsing, who had support- 
ed Cebu Rep. Pablo Garcia in 


tion lawmakers. 

“The Speaker was invited. 
He was even the one who told 
me that night before that there 
was a breakfast (with the Pres- 
ident)! Gonzales told the IN- 
Quien. 
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hike LPG 
prices 


THE PRICE OF LIQ- 
uefied petroleum 
gas went up yester- 
day by P1.12 per 
kilogram, inclusive 
of the 12-percent 
value-added tax, as 
oil firms reflected 
the surge in the 
products interna- 
tional contract price 
this month. 

Both Petron Corp. 
and Pilipinas Shell 
Petroleum Corp. im- 
plemented the price 
hike at 6 a.m. yester- 
day, raising the prices 
of their Gasul and 
Shellane 11-kilogram 
cylinders by P12.32. 

According | to 
Petron, this price in- 
crease brought to 
Р2.50 per kilogram, 
excluding VAT, the 
total price hike im- 
plemented for LPG 
this — month—still 
mot enough to cover 
the P3.20 per kilo- 
gram equivalent in- 
crease as a result of 
the surge in the Oc- 
tober LPG contract 
price. 

“The LPG 
tract price increased 
$82.50 per metric 
ton (MT) in October 


to $652.50 per MT, 7 


equivalent to P3.20 
per kilogram,” 
Petron said, 

This price hike 
brought the price of 
an llddlogram LPG 
cylinder to between 
P502.32 and P552.57. 
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Freedom 
of press 
is alive, 
says prof 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


THE HARASSMENT AND KILLING OF 
journalists has neither cowed the press пог 
affected the number of students who want 
to pursue careers in media, journalism pro- 
fessor Luis Teodoro said yesterday. 

Despite the killing of over 50 journalists in 
the country over the past six years, press free- 
dom survives because of “a growing core of 
professional practitioners who understand 
their role and duty" said Teodoro in a forum 
оп press freedom held in Makati City 

The forum was sponsored by the Center for 
Philippine Futuristics Studies and Management. 

Teodoro, who is deputy director of the Cen- 
terfor Media Freedom and Responsibility not- 
ed that journalists continue to report and ex- 
pose anomalies, indicating that the media still 
exercises a "relative degree of freedom." 

Teodoro added that despite the dangers of 
the profession, broadcasting and journalism. 
courses still remain popular options to stu- 
dents all over the country. 

“A career in media is still attractive to stu- 
dents. Over a hundred schools offer courses in. 
mass communication, journalism, and broad- 
casting. Enrollment figures have stayed the 
same over the past years," Teodoro said. 

The 2007 journalism student population ас 
the University of Santo Tomas and the Lyceum 
of the Philippines were 347 and 649, respec- 
tively. The University of the Philippines boast- 
ей an enrollment of 1,123 in its broadcasting 
and journalism courses in 2006. 

He however lamented that the harassment 
and killing of media practitioners continue be- 
cause most of the murderers remain unpun- 
ished and far from the reach of law. 

He also scored the unenthusiastic response 
of the citizenry to the killings. 

"Teodoro suggested journalists be provided 
“safety training” in protecting oneself, as well 
as skills enhancement and ethical grounding. 

‘The Ingutrer on Friday published а CMFR 
study concluding that 90 percent of media 
practitioners killed since 2001 were exposing. 
graft and corruption, illegal gambling and 
drug trading in their communities 

In the same forum, Ingumer publisher Is- 
agani Yambot, who is also vice chair of the 
Philippine Press Institute, said a practitioner's 
financial security, as well as a media outfits 
dependence on advertising, can sometimes af- 
fect freedom of expression. 


Amendment 
to antiterror 
law sought 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 


Inquirer Visayas imagine TV Reborn to give you the luxury of space 


ILOILO CITY—NATIONAL SECURITY ADVIS- та reborn fom shades 
er Norberto Gonzales wants the country's an- 
terrorism law amended, barely fourth TU 
‘months after the controversial law took effect. ac sid 
Gonzales said the amendments to the Ни- y aoe 
man Security Act (Republic Act 9372) are asthet. 
needed because law enforcers are hesitant to 
file cases against suspected terrorists because 
of provisions that are “anti-enforcer” 
“We don't want to use the law" Gonzales 
said when asked in a press conference here 
Thursday why no cases have been fled for vio- 
lation of the law since it took effect last July 15. 
Не said policemen have been wary of filing 
cases against suspected terrorists since the law 
imposes stiff fines and imprisonment on law 
тікі who Пе unsubetandeted cases Samsung Customer Contact Center: TOLL FREE 1-800-10S AMSUNG tor Punt ог $-010-25ARSUNIG tav Date 
‘The law provides that a person, wrongly ac- www.samsung.comipn 
cused of violating the Human Security Act 
‘who gets an acquittal or whose case is dis- анаа 
missed, will be paid P500,000 for each day of 
detention. 
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Testimonial of Gen. Lisandro C. Abadia (ret.) after taking Boston С within one hour 

1. Previous History 

I discovered I had Туре 2 Diabetes 3 years ago with my blood sugar level reaching more than 200. Medication was prescribed to control sugar 
level — a combination of Solosa and Metformin. Since the start of the medication, my blood sugar level is going up and down during the day. 
2. First Encounter with Boston C 

When I read in the Phil. Daily Inquirer a one page advertisement regarding herbal anti-cancer and anti-diabetes drugs, I took time out to 
visit Mr. tony Agustin in 229 Macopa St., Barangay Maligaya, San Miguel, Tarlac Cif; 

I was given on the spot medication, 3 glasses of Boston С. 
My intial blood sugar level was - 9.6 

15 minutes after drinking one glass — 8.8 

15 minutes after drinking one glass — 7.6 

15 minutes after drinking one glass — 6.4 


BOSTON-C / KATONE HERBS 


BREAKTHROUGH IN CANCER CURE... 
You don’t have to die of Cancer and other incurrable diseases. 
Неге are some of our Cancer Survivor testimonies. 


If you are looking for a very potent, safe and effective cure for Cancer, THIS IS IT! 


Boston C 
BFAD LTO No. RDII-RIII-F-2047 

Although it is still classified by the BFAD as a Herbal Food Supplement, both biological testing and actual experience show that Boston C Herbal Extracts go 
very well beyond that. 

In 2002 and 2003, two well known medical hospital in Asia conducted laboratory tests using Boston C herbal extracts in different dilutions on lung adenocar- 
cinoma, colon carcinoma, jurkat cell lymphoma, bladder carcinoma; while a prominent Asia Biotechnology Laboratory tested it on lung and cervical cancer cells 
for presentation to the World Health Organization. The official results of this scientific laboratory tests clearly revealed and certified that even in its most diluted 
form, the Boston C herbal extracts were still able to kill off more than half the population of cancer cells within 3-5 days, depending on the type of cancer. 

Nora Ocampo, Stage 4 Breast, Liver, Ovary & Bone Cancer Survivor 


му illness two years ago was breast cancer: Stage ЗА when I was operated on. After two years, it spread to my liver, ovary and bones. I could not stand anymore. 
At St. Luke Hospital, they said that they have to remove my ovary, undergo RFA for my liver, and later on chemotherapy. I did not have my liver treated. The following 
day, I decided to just take cyeton 5 orally and by intravenously. 

In six months, my liver was negative of cancer cells and my ovary was normal. Now, there is no more illness in my bones because of Boston C Herbal Products and 
intravenous treatment. 


Raul Colungca Pancreatic and Liver Cancer Survivor 
I was born and raise in Texas, USA and 1 am a retired military man. I was in the logistic field Saudi Arabia in January 2004. I went for an operation for gall stone, 
only to find out that I had cancer. I had raptured cancerous tumors that spread through my body. When they told me I had three weeks to live, I went to Duke 
University in the US and underwent chemotherapy to get well again. And they told me I was at forth stage of pancreatic cancer and that there was no cure. 
Iunderwent chemotherapy for eight months and the end result is that I became immune to chemotherapy. I read an article about the Philippines and about some 
patients who had been here and took Boston C. They said that the results were great and they told me about the good works that they had been doing here. Mostly, it 
was on the positive side. I decided to take a chance and came here to the Philippines and sought treatment. 


On the first round of Boston C intravenous treatment, it seems like the result was positive for the most part. Not a hundred percent but there was quite a bit of improvement. I'm very glad 
about that. At least there was an improvement that wasn't there before. My tumor supposedly, according to the test, wasn't there anymore but I still have to take another test. They call it CT 
scan to make doubly sure that the tumor is completely gone. I still get some metastases in the liver but it has been reduced abut 30% in a matter of thirteen days. I had been here in the Boston 
C Tarlac clinic for thirteen days and I followed the instructions they gave me. I drank the supplement they gave me and there was an improvement. Not a hundred percent but it shows vast im- 
provement. I feel a little better and a litte stronger and lost a little weight but I understood that because my appetite wasn't very good. By now, I'm gaining a little weight and I plan to come 
back for another treatment and I'm hoping that it will cure me completely. That is my hope. 


Rodolfo Andaya Chronic Renal Failure survivor 

Iam Rodolfo Andaya, from Barangay Kaniyogan, Pasig. Two years ago I was told I had kidney failure. My doctor said, “This will require long term treatment". 
Iwas then told of the many options that I can choose from like major operation, kidney transplant which made me depressed then. I told myself that I was never going 
to get well. I felt pain in my stomach on many different occasions. I couldn't sleep. My weight really went down. Even my blood pressure went down. I then under- 
went dialysis for seven sessions and even had blood transfusion. My expenses were piling up and I felt that I couldn't hold any longer. Because of my predicament, 1 
prayed all the time and eve above. Then a friend of mine visited me and advised me to take Boston C. I then started taking Boston C after each 
meal. I noticed thereafter that there were “black” materials whenever I defecated. Now everything is normal including my urination. I still take Boston С because 1 
think it will prevent any problems from recurring. 


Helen Napiza 4th Stage Lung Cancer 

“Three years ago, I had a mass in my lungs that was about the size of a golf ball. My doctor advised me to have a biopsy done but I opted not to have that done be- 
cause somebody told me about Boston C. І underwent IV therapy using Boston С for one week and then oral therapy for 6 months. Afterwards, I underwent CT Sean, 
X-ray to find out if the mass is still there. АП tests revealed negative with the help of Boston С." 


Antonia Dotdot Stage 4 Ovarian Cancer 


Iam from Hongkong; and I have been a cancer patient since the year 2000. They operated on my left ovary. They removed it along with my appendix. But I did 
not undergo chemotherapy, that's why it metastazed to my right ovary. So they removed it. They should have removed both ovaries during my first operation. 
‘Anyway, I was already 50 years old. I was scheduled to have chemotherapy session but even after that, my cancer level was still high and I had a tumor in my liver. 

The doctor wanted me to undergo six (6) sessions but I refused to do the chemotherapy. After that, my family including my husband accepted that my life will be 
short lived. We prayed and attended mass every day asking for a miracle for almost three (3) months. We even attended El Shaddai. 

Then one day, my husband's assistant told him about Boston C herbal theraphy. So I called Mr. Agustin. right away and I was admitted to the Boston С clinic in 
tarlae for two weeks. That was three (3) years ago, March 2003. 

After the treatment, I went back to Hong Kong for another check up. My oncologist was surprised because my cancer level went down. Before Boston С, my cancer level was 77.6 after the 
fifteen (15) days intravenous treatment of Boston C, my cancer level went down to 34.8. the oncologist was surprised and asked me to bring him a bottle of Cyeton S. 
I stayed in Hong Kong for at least a year and then came back for my second Boston C treatment which was only for five (5) days because 1 felt all right. I brought a lot of Cyeton S, Ultimo and 
Boston C Plain to Hong Kong and Drank it religiously everyday. 

This time is my third treatment in the clinic after the three (3) years. Now, my cancer level is only 26. That is only 6 point higher than the normal level which is 20. I am really getting better. 
It is very dramatic. 


Flordcliza Montcjo Brain Cancer Survivor 

‘A team from Boston C paid Mrs. Flordeliza Montejo, 58 years old, a visit in her home town in Orion, Bataan. Her daughter. Perlita Montejo, and caregiver, Julieta 
Garon reminisced how in 2003, Flordeliza was diagnosed to have brain cancer; and how she unfortunatelycould not be operated on. Due to this, the tumor grew and 
she went blind. She was very weak, had no appetite, was bedridden and almost paralyzed. She could not stand, let alone, walk. But somehow, her family found out 
about Boston C and brought her to the Tarlac clinic where Flordeliza was confined for ten days for an intravenous treatment to fast track her healing process. After 
this, she continued taking a prescribed dosage of Boston C herbal extracts orally for the next few months. Now, Flordeliza's brain tumor is completely gone. She has 
been cancer free for some years now, and it was very heart warming for the Boston С team to talk to her and to see her demonstrate a walk, and even mimic a dance. 
On her part, she must have been thrilled to see herself on the video monitor for the first time as the team played back her interview. 


Тору Urbano, formerly insulin dependent diabetic 


When Ultimo was introduced to me, I drank it but I still had my insulin injection, two times а day, in the morning and in the afternoon. After three months, Lessen 
my insulin intake. Then I consulted my doctor. He said my blood level is now normal. 

One time I ate a lot of sweets. I worried and so I had an insulin injection. 1 immediately felt weak. I drank softdrink. I realized that there was a big change. T 
had to lessen or stop my insulin intake because 1 already have Ultimo. 

After three months, I went to see my doctor but I was not taking insulin anymore. The doctor said I was normal. From that time on, I never had insulin. I just 
drank Ultimo for maintenance. My blood sugar level is normal for eight months now. I think Ultimo was able to rehabilitate my pancreas. 


See us right now!!! 
Mr. Antonio R. Agustin 
245 Mc Arthur Highway , Maligaya, Tarlac City 
Cell Nos. 09209060992 or 09209100806 www.bostonherbs.com 
Exclusive distributor for Metro Mia. And Provinces: DRA. ELIZABETH DILIG 
Cel no: 09276780193 LANDLINE: (02)873-2672 / (02)871-0571 (CAVITE OUTLET- 0915-5926156) 
pues E em Eus (Las Pinas 0926-6939924) or visit our website: www.katoniherbs.com 
Ei ukine ne Сашет at ADDRESS: Bldg.24 C2 URCI Commercial Complex, Pamplona Las Pinas 
iba'tibang sakit na hindi kayang pagalingin ng Distributor for OLONGAPO, Bataan, Zambales: Ate CONCHING Cel % 0915-3147939 
May ari ng Big-5 juice factory ditosa Tarlac. Dr, Alberto Broas 
e uia hepna pax. A. Broas Bldg., Tejero General Trias, Cavite 
kalahatan ng munting kawan. Tel No.: 046-4376358 
#229 Macopa St. Bray. Maligaya, Tarlac City Cel, No.: 09176923859, 09174935739 
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www.Bostoncherbs.com Look for Jayce Villena 
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Abortions declining, 
but probably not in RP 


ABORTIONS WORLDWIDE ARE ON THE 
decline, according to two international 
studies released yesterday. But the good 
news may not apply to countries like the 
Philippines where abortion is illegal and 
birth control is not so widely available. 

According to studies by the Guttmacher 
Institute and the World Health Organiza- 
tion (WHO) the decline in abor- 
tions—from 46 million in 1995 to under 
42 million in 2003—was felt most signifi- 
cantly in Eastern Europe because of in- 
creased use of birth control methods. 
Western Europe in 2003 had the lowest 
abortion rate in the world at 12 per 
1,000. 

There was practically no change in the 
rate of unsafe or illegal abortions, nearly 
half of which are performed in Asia and 
Africa 

“The continuing high incidence of un- 
safe abortion in developing countries rep- 
resents a public health crisis and a human 
rights atrocity.” said Beth Fredrick of the 
International Women’s Health Coalition 


THE Daily 
GOSPEL 


Sunday, October 14, 2007 
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1st Reading: 2 Kings 5:14-17 

‘The cure of Naaman. 

Naaman went down to the Jordan where 
һе washed himself seven times as Elisha had 
ordered. His skin became soft like that of a 
child and he was cleansed. 

‘Then Naaman returned to the man of God 
with all his men. He entered and said to him, 
"Now I know that there is no other God any- 
where in the world but in Israel. I ask you to 
accept these gifts from your servant.” 
| Ви Elisha answered, "I swear by Yahweh 

whom 1 serve, 1 will accept nothing.” And 
however much Naaman insisted, Elisha 
would not accept his gifts 

So Naaman told him, "Since you refuse, let 
me get some sacks of soil from your 
Tand—the amount that two mules can carry. I 
shall use it to build an altar to Yahweh, for 1 
shall not offer sacrifices to any other god but 
him. 
2nd Reading: 

‘We shall live with him. 

Remember Christ Jesus, risen from ihe 
dead, Jesus, son of David, as preached in my 
Gospel. For this Gospel I labor and even wear 
chains like an evildoer, but the word of God is 
not chained. And so I bear everything for the. 
sake of the chosen people, that they, too, may 
‘obtain the salvation given to us in Christ Je- 
sus and share eternal glory. This statement is | 
true: 

1f we have died with him, we shall also live 
with him; 

If we endure with him, we shall reign with 
him; 

Iwe deny him, he will also deny us; 

Ifwe are unfaithful, he remains faithful for 
he cannot deny himself. 
Gospel: 

‘The ten lepers, 

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus was pass- 
ing along the border between Samaria and 
Galilee, and as he entered a village, 10 lepers 
came to meet him. Keeping their distance, 
they called to him, ‘Jesus, Master, have pity 
оп us!" Then Jesus said to them, "Go and 
show yourselves to the priests.” Now, as they 
went their way, they found they were cured, 
Опе of them, as soon as he saw һе was 
cleansed, turned back praising God in a loud 
voice, and throwing himself on his face be- 
fore Jesus, he gave him thanks. This man was 
a Samaritan. 

"Then Jesus said, "Were not all 10 healed? 
Where are the other nine? Was no one found 
to return and give praise to God but this 
alien?" And Jesus said to him, "Stand up and 
во your way; your faith has saved you." 
Commentary 

‘Naaman the leper obeys the command of B 
isha the prophet and is made whole. He returns 
praising the God of Israel as the only God and 
declares that he is now the servant of this God. 
Elisha will not take his gift—the power was 
God's alone—and instead he takes earth from 
the land of Israel, where God is Lord, Paul is 
writing Timothy from prison, reminding him 
that his sufferings are bound to other believers’ 
needs. We who һауе died with Christ (in bap- 
tism and persecution) will also rise with him 
but we must hold on and be faithful. We must 
be sure not to deny God when times are hard or 
whenever we grow tired, 

Jesus is met by 10 lepers, one of them a 
‘Samaritan, and they beg him for healing, He 
heals them all and they return, seeking accep- 
tance from the temple so that they may pick up 
their lives again. And only one returns to bless 
God in Jesus—the Samaritan. Jesus tells him to 
stand up (resurrection life) and to go his way 
{for now he knows faith and salvation, and not 
just respite from his illness. АП of us һауе been 
Forgiven, strengthened, healed repeatedly, Do 
we live lives of thanksgiving (eicharist) by 
sharing all we have with others in gratitude? 
Does our liturgy get expressed in our lives or do 
we use God for what we want/need and then 
forget all about who God is and what God has 
done for us? 
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їп the US, in an accompanying commen- 
tary. 

"The legal status of abortion has never 
dissuaded women and couples, who, for 
whatever reason, seek to end pregnancy," 
said Fredrick. 

About 70,000 women die every year 
from unsafe abortions. Another 5 million. 
women suffer permanent or temporary 
damage. 

In the Philippines, the Department of 
Health (DOH) has no specific data on 
abortion incidences because it is illegal 
and unreported. 

Yolly Oliveros, director of the DOH's 
National Center for Disease Prevention 
and Control, said in an interview that itis 
hard to verify for now if the Philippines ге- 
flects the declining incidence of abortion 
worldwide. 

In its website, Pro-Life Philippines said 
that а research by the University of the 
Philippines Population Institute in Metro 
Manila estimates that about 17 percent of 
Filipino women undergo an induced abor- 
tion 

The UP research also said that every 
year, as much as 750,000 women undergo 
induced abortion in illegal clinics in the 
country. 

The powerful Catholic Church is lead- 
ing the prolife campaign in the Philip- 
pines against the use of artificial birth 
control methods and the legalization of 
abortion. 

Pro-Life's national coordinator, Sister 
Pilar Versoza, told the INQUIRER that they 
consider the use of pills, intra-uterine de- 
vices (IUDs), and emergency and oral 
contraceptives as "abortifacients" or non- 
surgical forms of abortion, and expressed. 
concern that the use of such methods was 
on the rise. 

The real problem that needs го be re- 
solved, she said, is the mentality that peo- 
ple can have sex and not have a baby. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Sharon Camp, presi- 
dent and chief executive of the Guttmach- 
er Institute said in a statement that the 
global study on abortion confirms that the 
best way to make abortion less necessary 
is to help women avoid unwanted preg- 
nancies. 

The study said that about a third of the 
world’s 205 million yearly pregnancies 
are unintended, and 20 percent of these 
end in induced abortion. 

The downward trend in abortions was 
happening “too slowly and too unevenly 
across different regions,” the studies said. 

"Јез high time for policymakers world- 
wide to renew their commitment to wo 
en's health by addressing these crucial 
sues,” said Camp. Beverly Т. Natividad, 
АВ Reuters 


A: 
UN cites Infanta social action center 


LUCENA CITY—THE SOCIAL AC- 
tion Center of the Prelature of Infan- 
ta in northern Quezon has been cit- 
ed by the United Nations for its com- 
mitment to disaster risk reduction. 
Deacon Mario Van Loon, SAC-PI 
coordinator, said the jury for the 
prestigious 2007 UN Sasakawa 
Award for Disaster Reduction had 
named the church-based center as 
one of three organizations that һай 


been awarded with Certificates of 
Merit in recognition of their valu- 
able work and achievement in the 
field of disaster reduction. 

Aside from SAC-PI, the UN also 
cited Red Habitat en Riesgo (in Ar- 
gentina) and the Disaster Mitiga- 
tion for Sustainable Livelihoods 
Program (DiMP) (South Africa). 

“These organizations are being гес- 
ognized for their dedicated pioneer- 


ing work that has led to increased re- 
silience of societies in their spheres of 
influence,” the award administrator, 
UN-International Strategy for Disaster 
Reduction (ISDR), said in its website. 
Disaster risk reduction refers to а 
wide sector of work on disaster man- 
agement including mitigation, pre- 
vention, risk reduction, preparedness, 
and vulnerabilities. Delfin T. Mallari 
Jr, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Take the first step to a bright future. Enroll at FEU. 


FEU COLLEGE ADMISSIONS TEST SCHEDULES FOR ME ST SCHESTCP OF SY 2008-2009 
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Gov bares Palace payoff, says he can't tell a lie 


From page Al 


pines (Ulap), the umbrella organization of 
governors, mayors and other local officials, 
ostensibly to discuss the progress of infras- 
tructure projects in the “super regions.” 
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Itwas held hours after a breakfast meet- 
ing between Ms Arroyo and around 190 
congressmen, where envelopes containing 
amounts of between P200,000 and 
P500,000 were reportedly distributed. 
(Malacaang and some congressmen de- 
nied this, but Cebu Rep. Antonio Cuenco 
confirmed he was given Р200,000 as 
"Christmas gift.”) 


"Like Japanese tourists" 

А local official tipped the INQumnza that 
envelopes containing cash were also given 
out during the Presidents meeting with 
Ulap members. 

The source, who asked not to be named 
because of the sensitive nature of the sub- 
јест, said the envelopes contained amounts 
ranging from P20,000 to P500,000 and 
were distributed so mayors and governors 
would support the dismissal of the suppos- 
edly weak impeachment complaint lodged 
against Ms Arroyo. 

‘The complaint, filed by private lawyer 
Roel Pulido, was ге- 
ferred to the House 
committee on jus- 
tice late on Thurs- 
day. 
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"They looked fun- 
ny because when 
they came out of 
Malacafiang, they 
carried identical pa- 
per bags containing 
the money They 
were like Japanese 
tourists who came 
out of a store with 
similar — shopping 
bags,” the source 
told the Inquirer. 

It was earlier re- 
ported that 48 ofthe 
81 governors and an 
undetermined num- 
ber of mayors at- 
tended the meeting. 

The source said 
P500,000 was ap- 
parently for the gov- 
emors, and 
amounts of 
P20,000, P30,000, 
P50,000, P100,000, 
P200,000, 
P300,000 and 
P500,000 were giv- 
en to city and mu- 
nicipal mayors. 

According to the 
source, the amount 
depended on the 
size of the munici- 
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THESE EMPTY shopping bags, discarded by recipients in Malacafiang, used to contain peso 
bills as much as Р500,000, according to accounts. 


froma small municipality, you got P20,000. 
Big cities received P100,000 to P300,000, 
while chartered cities and provinces re- 
ceived P500,000.” 

The source also said that apart from Ms 
Arroyo, Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermi- 
ta and Undersecretary Tonypet Albano of 
the Office of Coalition Affairs were present 
at the meeting with Ulap. 

But Ms Arroyo and Ermita were not pre- 
sent when the envelopes were distributed 
by Remedios "Medy" Poblador of the Presi- 
dential Legislative Liaison Office and other 
functionaries, the source said. 


‘Giving help’ 

Panlilio said that before he left the meet- 
ing of the local officials, he learned from 
other governors that Ms Arroyo would be 
“giving help” for the barangay elections. 

"May ibibigay daw pagkatapos ng mit- 
ing, "he said, adding: 

“Jonjon (Bulacan Gov. Joselito Mendoza) 
and I discussed whether tc accept the mon: 
ey or not. Jonjon said he would accept it if T 
decide to accept it.” 

But i's apparently the priests word 
against his colleagues and other local gov- 
ernment officials. 

Mendoza, a member of Ms Arroyo's par- 
ty, the Kabalikat ng Malayang Pilipino 
(Kampi), said he had not received any mon- 
ey from any staff member of Malacafiang. 

Mendoza said in a phone interview that 
he came to the meeting because he had 
something to discuss with Ms Arroyo—the 
purported refusal of Interior Secretary 
Ronaldo Puno to replace Senior Supt. Asher 
Dolina as Bulacan police director. 


Silence 

‘There was only silence from other gover- 
nors. 

Repeated calls by the INQUIRER to Eastern 
Samar Gov. Ben Evardone (secretary gener- 
al of the League of Provinces of the Philip- 
pines or LPP), Misamis Occidental Gov. 
Loreto Ocampos (the LPP national presi- 
dent), and Boho! Gov. Erico Aumentado, 
(past national president of Ulap), went for 
naught. 

There was likewise no response from the 
governors of the Southem Luzon 
provinces—Vilma Santos-Recto (Batan- 
gas), Erineo "Ayong" Maliksi (Cavite), Tere- 
sita Lazaro (Laguna), and Amel Panaligan 
(Oriental Mindoro)—despite repeated calls 
and text messages. 

Evardone had earlier told reporters that 
if the Pulido impeachment complaint had 
no basis, the governors could “appeal” to 
congressmen to junk it. 

The complaint was purportedly meant to 
protect the President from another and 


stronger impeachment complaint for one year. 


None for mayors 

Mayor Ramon Guico of Binalonan, Pan- 
gasinan, president of Ulap and of the 
League of Municipalities of the Philippines, 
and a cousin of Ms Arroyo, also denied hav- 
ing received money from Malacafang on 
‘Thursday. 

“Wala sa mayors, Di kilala ang mayors 
(There was nothing for mayors. Mayors are 
not well-known),” Guico sai 

He said he could not speak for the gover- 
nors present because some of them were 
“suddenly pulled out of the Heroes Hall” in 
Malacafang by Camarines Sur Gov. Luis 
Raymund “Lray” Villafuerte. 

He said he was informed that the governors. 
went to the Guest House: “They went out be- 
fore lunch and retuned one by one later" 

Guico said members of the Ulap national 
executive board and Ulap as an organiza- 
tion did not receive money or financial sup- 
port from Malacafiang on Thursday. 

He said the mayors and governors gath- 
ered at the Heroes Hall for the oathtaking 
of Ulap officers. 

Asked to comment, Governor Villafuerte 
said in a text message: “I attended the gov- 
ernors' meeting as chair of the League of 
Provinces and as Regional Development 
Council chair of Bicol. There was no cash 
gift given." 


‘Fortunate’ 

Mandaue Vice Mayor Carlo Pontico For- 
tuna, past national secretary general of 
Ulap, likewise denied that money was dis- 
tributed to them on Thursday. 

Said Fortuna: "[The congressmen] are 
fortunate because they were given [cash 
gifts]. We did not receive any We were 
there because of the turnover [of responsi- 
bilities to the new set of Ulap officers] and 
secondly, for the terminal meeting of the 
‘outgoing Ulap officials. The mayors and the 
governors were also being called. And 1 
suppose they were there because they were 
asked to listen to the developments in the 
‘super region’ program.” 

Manapla Mayor Manuel M. Escalante III, 
president of the Negros Occidental chapter 
of the League of Municipalities of the 
Philippines, said he attended the meeting 
but was not given any money, nor was he 
aware that others were given money. Re- 
ports from Tonette Orejas, Inquirer Cen- 
tral Luzon; Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, In- 
quirer Northern Luzon; Juliet Labog- 
Javellana in Manila; Jhunnex Napalla- 
can, Kit Bagaipo, Carla P Gomez, Joey A. 
Gabieta, Marlon Ramos and Juan Escan- 
dor Jr, Inquirer Southern Luzon; Ryan 
Rosauro, Inquirer Mindanao 


Bagful of bills is 1st big test ... 


Frompage Al 


was being bribed. 

The man said it was money that Panlilio 
could use to help in the barangay elections. 

“Tinitially said I could not use it because I 
ran as an independent candidate and still 
don't have a political party that would sup- 
port candidates for barangay officials. I also 
said I should respect the nonpartisanship of 
barangay candidates,” Panlilio remembers 
explaining to the man. 

“He did not.tie it to any controversies 
about the President. He did not demand 
that I stay loyal to the President. I don't 
think I was being bribed to cut corners or to 
break the law,” said Panlilio, adding he did 
not sign any receipt or document. 

Panlilio, a priest for the past 26 years, 
tooka leave from the priesthood last March 
to run against board member Lilia Pineda 
and reelectionist governor Mark Lapid in 
the May elections. 

As the Palace man said he could also use 
the money for “barangay projects," Panlilio 
said he thought of the many requests forday 
care centers and roads for which he had lit- 
tle funds and decided to accept the money. 

Не said he summoned his conscience to 
weigh the moral implications of his deci- 
sion. 

"Since that was public money and it be- 
longed to the people, I decided to take it 
and use itin a beneficial way,” he said. 

Panlilio said his response would have 

à 


been an "outright no" if the money was 
meant to protect “jueteng,” quarry irregu- 
larities and overpriced, substandard pro- 
десе. 

“I couldn't be blind to the needs of my 
constituents. That's public money anyway. 
What will matter is how I would use it and 1 
intend to use it to answer the people's 
needs," he said. 

He said he remembers the late Jaime 
Cardinal Sin's stance with the late dictator. 
Ferdinand Marcos from whom Sin accepted 
donations even as he criticized him for his 
abuses. 

Panlilio said the money has been turned 
over to the Pampanga provincial adminis- 
trator Vivian Dabu for safekeeping. 

"The money is still intact, not a bill re- 
moved from the bag," he said. 

Оп Monday, Dabu will convene the social 
services units to assess which requests are 
urgent. The barangays that will be given 
the funds will be asked to sign for it and re- 
port how it was used. 

Panlilio said he was not familiar with the 
ways of Malacañang. He did not think it 
was irregular for the President to give fi- 
nancial help to local officials as long as the 
aid comes from public funds. 

ly conscience tells me that whatever 
resources came my way, as long as these 
‘came from public taxes and honest means, 1 
will utilize these for the people who have 
little means to improve public utilities in 
their communities,” he said. 
A 
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was launched early this year, was at- 
tended by 50 children. Volunteer sto- 
rytellers included TV actor Dingdong 
Dantes, wife and mother Weena Ka- 
punan and Alitaptap member Ray Es- 
casinas. 

The six children with special learning 
difficulties attend the Center of Alterna- 
tive and Relevant Education (CARE). 

This was their first time to attend 
such an activity and they found it 
"very enjoyable," said Roy C. Iglesias, 
executive director of CARE. "Most of 
the children at [the center] have ei- 
ther autism or attention-deficit/hy- 
peractivity disorder." 

Jennifer Sorio, one of the teachers 
from CARE, said the use of pictures 
and quizzes make it easier for chil- 
dren with special learning difficulties 
to understand the lesson. 

“These children have short attention 
spans, so in order to hold their interest 
‘we use various methods in teaching, 
like pictographs and visual aids,” said 
Sorio. “We also pause several times 
when telling а story to ask questions 
and to check if they're still following,” 
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Read-Along: Children learn ... 


Alitaptap, a Foreign Service 
from the Lyceum of the Philippines, 
jumpstarted the session by reading 
“Billy Goats Gruff” and “Carangcal 
Conquers the Earthquake.” 

Escasinas warmed up the kids, who 
chanted with him while he read the 
stories. 

Up next was Kapunan, who came 
with husband Adel Tamano and their 
two sons Mike and Santi, a special 
child. She read "My Muslim Friend," a 
touching story about a friendship be- 
tween a Christian and a Muslim. 


Diversity 

"Every single day children are 
forming their beliefs and values. This 
is why it is important for adults to 
teach kids about equality by dis- 
pelling prejudices about religion and 
gender,” Kapunan said. 

Married for nearly a decade to 
Tamano, spokesperson for the Gen- 
uine Opposition during the 2007 elec- 
tions, Kapunan said she and her hus- 
band started reading to their children 
when they were just 2 or 3 years old. 

"Were both bookworms. Were 
nerds!” Kapunan said with a laugh, re- 


had "reading dates" in coffee shops. 

She, however, conceded that her 
husband was the better storyteller 
“Не changes his voice to fit the mood 
of the story’ 

First time 

Actor Dantes said his hectic sched- 
ше did not give him time to read as 
much as he wanted to. 

Butwhen he received the invitation 
to read for Inquirer Read-Along ses- 
sion, he made it a point to free up his 
morning schedule. 

“There may not be another chance 
for me to do something this,” said 
Dantes, known for his role as Sergio 
Santibañez in “Marimar,” a soap aired 
оп GMA 7. “It’s my first time to read 
to children. I love kids and I love 
these kinds of activities.” 

He added that this was his way of 
giving back. “I really wanted to be 
there for them. 105 the only way to 
show appreciation for my blessings.” 


Act out or straight read? 
At first, Dantes was nervous. But 


the moment he entered the room, the 
children put him at ease. 


А?) 


welcoming, very warm," he said. 

He also struggled with how he 
would bring to life "Pandakotyong," 
the story of a brave tailor who wins 
the heart and hand of a princess. 

“I was torn between acting out the 
story or just reading it and allowing the 
Kids’ imagination to roam free,” he 
said. "In the end, I did a little of both—I 
made the story entertaining and under- 
standable at the same time.” 

Yesterday's Inquirer Read-Along 
program was sponsored by Krispy 
Kreme, Hands On Manila, Standard 
Chartered Bank and McDonald's. 

The program, which aims to impart 
the love of reading to children aged 7 
to 13, is held on the second and fourth 
Saturdays of 
the month at 
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of he Philippines 
[Professional Certificate in Fashion Desian 
(3 Terms / 6-Month Complete Course] 
Term 1: Oct 29 - Dec 22 2 months) 
Basic Pattem - 8 Tues (Oct30-Dec18) 9-6 
Basic Design - 8 Wed {Oct31-Dec 19) 9-6} 
Children’s Wear- 8 Thur (Nov8-Dec20) 9-6 
Fee - P22,500 Лет (P7,500,/course) 
[Other beginner courses 
FMeichandlsing-8 Mon{Oct29-Dec17}9-6 
Men'sWear - 8 Fil (Nov9-Dec21) 9-6 
Embelishments - 8 Fri (Nov9-Dec21) 9-6): 
F. Accessories 4Моп (Nov5-Nov26] 9-6 
Sewing-individual 1-оп-1 schediule-P7500 
Saturday Classes- 16 Sat Jan 12 - Apr 26 
Basic Design 9AM-1PM (16 Sat) 
Basic Райет - 2PM- 6PM (16 Sat) 


Tel. 635-5383 Сей: 0917 8302108 
1 Son Miguel Ave.cot.Shaw Bivd. Unit 2407 
vewwfoshioninstitulephil.com 


the Inguinen 
main office on 
Chino Roces 
Avenue іп 
Makati City. 
With reports 
from Schatzi 
Quodala and 
Eliza Victoria, 
Inquirer Re- 


THE PHILIPPINE BOARD OF PATHOLOGY 


ANNOUNCES 


THE DATES OF THE DIPLOMATE EXAMINATIONS 
CLINICAL PATHOLOGY - FEBRUARY 2, 2008 
ANATOMIC PATHOLOGY — FEBRUARY 9, 2008 

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION – NOVEMBER 29, 2007 


FOR PARTICULARS, PLEASE CALL THE PSP SECRETARIAT 
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War vets discover ... 


From page Al 


"We're trying to convince them to use the 
АТМ. We want our pensioners to get their 
money the faster and safer way,” Ernesto 
Carolina, defense undersecretary for civil, 
veterans, and reserve affairs, told the IN- 
Quint last week. 

Prior to the ATM program, war veterans or 
their unmarried widows had been receiving 
their monthly “old age” pension, which starts 
from P1,000 to a maximum of P5,000, from 
the PVAO via check or bank remittance. 

‘Quite а number of pensioners were un- 
derstandably apprehensive about the ATM, 
introduced in the Philippines in the 1980s. 

"Some were worried that they might for- 
get their PIN (personal identification num- 
ber). Others say they do not know how to 
use the АТМ. There were those who point- 
ей out they're disabled or too old to go to 
the bank,” Carolina said. 

War veteran Dulcisimo Guiao, who at 85 
years old remains alert and witty, won- 
dered outloud what an ATM was. 

He fought in World War II as a guerrilla. 
in Pampanga, his hometown. Guiao was ас 
the PVAO assistance center last Wednesday 
with his daughter, grandchildren and great- 
grandson, 4-year-old Andrei, to show au- 
thorities that he was still alive and kick- 
ing—part of the requirements to ensure his 
continued monthly pension. 


АТМ and texting 

“How can you spend [an АТМ)?” Guiao 
asked his granddaughter, Rosal Sato, in Fil- 
ipino. "Someone's not going to give the 
money anymore?" 

He told the Inquirea that his grandchildren 
were helping him with his PVAO require- 
ments or he would visit them from the grave. 
Then he laughed and threw up his arms. 

“Joke lang (I'm just joking)!" Guiao said. 

Sato, 36, explained to her grandfather 
that an ATM is a machine that allows a per- 
son to withdraw money using a plastic card. 

Guiao started shaking his head and said: 
“Wala ako hilig sa ganyan. Ni-mag text hindi 
ako marunong (I'm not into that. I don't 
even know how to send text messages)!" 

Carolina said that of the 260,000 war 
veterans and widows, 60 percent of them 
are below 70 years old while the rest are 
more than 70 years old. 

Veterans аге those who have served, either. 
as part of the military or recognized guerrilla. 
organizations, in the Spanish-American War, 
the Second World War, and other campaigns 


for liberation such as the Vietnam War and 
the Korean War, or the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines for six years. (The law was 
amended in May and increased the number 
of years to 20, according to Carolina.) 

Military veterans receive their “old age 
pension,” among other pensions provided 
by PVAO, upon reaching the age of 65. 

Using the ATM will not only avoid problems 
such as pilferage or lost checks, it will also be 
more convenient for the aging war veterans. 
They no longer have to go to the bank to cash 
the check or issue a power of attorney autho- 
rizing a dependent to cash the check or with- 
draw from а passbook in their behalf. 

Тһе PVAO will save some P2 million a 
month in mailing and handling costs, ас- 
cording to Carolina 


Reintroducing the ATM 

‘The ATM program is not new; it was ac- 
tually launched а couple of years ago. 

Ош of the 70,000 pensioners who have yet. 
to avail of the ATM program, less than 50,000 
get their checks by mail, while the rest receive 
their pension through direct bank remittance. 

In July, che PVAO sent letters to pension- 
ers, encouraging them to apply—within 90 
days from receipt of the letter—for an ATM 
account in any PVAO-accredited bank of 
their choice. The office aims for a full im- 
plementation of the program by the end of 
this month or early November. 

But not all veterans have received their 
letters about the ATM program. 

For instance, Sato said her grandfather 
heard about it at the РУАО assistance center. 
only last Wednesday from another veteran 
who was inquiring about the ATM program. 

She said using the АТМ would be more 
convenient for her grandfather. 

"He's already having a hard time travel- 
ing. Hinihingal na (He has difficulty catch- 
ing his breath),” she said. “I think the ATM is 
better because you can withdraw anytime.” 

Guiao, who whiles away his time doing 
pencil sketches, said the P5,000 he receives 
monthly is just enough to buy his medicines. 

“Salamat na rin (I'm still thankful),” һе 
said. 

Carolina said the PVAO was working ona 
“parallel reform” program that would even 
make it easier for war veterans to obtain 
their monthly pension. 

He added that the PVAO would like to 
follow the “template” of the Government 
Service Insurance System (GSIS) and the 
Social Security System (SSS) offices which 
deal with “few but efficient banks.” 


“I felt their aura. They were very 
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BASE HOSPITAL: VETERANS MEMORIAL MEDICAL CENTER 
CHED. Government Recognition No. 012 


BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 


NURSING 


Applications, to AllNeaykévelsh| 


Pawnshap owners and banks are welcome. 
By Appointment Only: 
Mobile: (0917) 840-1573 
Located at 
ROMAN Jewels, Inc. 
298 Mezzanine Floor 


‘Shangri-La Hotel Makati. 


2 TON 


у 
Numbers that make the difference 
‘OCTOBER 23,2107 « &-00AM- 5:40PM o BALLROOM 3, RENAISSANCE MAKATI CITY HOTEL, MANILA 


A 


Managing by the numbers is critical to call center success. Call center managers and 
supervisors rely on a small subset of data called Key Performance Indicators (KPIs). 


» Who Should Attend: | » What You Will Learn: 
AS MANAGERS + The most common and critical KPls for call center and 


agent performance and what they mean. 
e CALLCENTERMANAGERS| *Celculate and analyze the numbers and apply the results 
= SUPERVISORS 


in your operation. 
* The common mistakes in using KPIs. 
* TEAM LEADERS 
TOPIC OUTLINE: 


+ The inter-relation of various KPIs with one another. 
1. Introduction to KPIs: 


+ The impact of KPIs on your operation. 
Ш. Measuring and managing 
What they are and why you need them. 


program performance 
Service Level 

Occupancy 

‘Schedule adherence 

Average Speed of Answer (ASA) 
‘Abandoned calis 

‘Average Time to Abandon (ATA) 
First Call Resolution (FCR) 
Response Time 

Quality 


IV. Quality vs. Quantity: THE BIG DEBATE 


и. Measuring and managing 
agent performance 
Automatic Сай Distribution (ACD) calls. 
ACD time 
Average Handling Time (AHT) 
After Call Work (ACW) / Wrap-up Time 
Staffed time 
Log-in hours 
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Suu Kyi is her father's daughter 


From page Al ile-looking, younger and pretti- ‘There were the large crowds of my duty to stay and do some- 


er than her 43 years and her pic- di , demonstrators from all classes, thing for my country. 
be simple, particularly given ће tures make her out to be. E itor 5 N ote marching peacefully, led by stu- “Му husband feels the same 
problem of the minority ethnic Looking at her, and listening 


dents and monks. There was the way. So other than the problems 
groups. By 1962, Gen. Ne Win toher,itisnotdifficult to under- | FrompaseA! now defunct Sunday Times | Strategy of civil disobedience. which must naturally arise from 
had assumed power іп a nearly stand what drew her to the Мерке Ошу 21, 1989) 0С lere were the songs, the prof. ту not being there to look after 
Bloodless coup, and declared limelight, or to appreciate the | Clash between NLD and gov. the MetroMedia Times Corp. fered flowers, the soldiers refus- the family personally, there is 
Burma а socialist country. mystique that continues to sur- | ernment forces. ——. Writer Cristina Pantoja-Hi- | ing to shoot at unarmed civilians. no problem. My family has put 

Атеуошіолагу council, com- round her, even after the appar- ‘Aung San Suu Kyi was al- dalgo, now vice president for Then the situation changed up no stumbling blocks." 

posed entirely of military men, ent failure of the movement of | lowed to return home after public affairs of the Universi- | dramatically. The dreaded 22nd 
held absolute power. The state which she has come to be the | Medical treatment in Septem- ty of the Philippines System, | Light Infantry Division was Equal tothe task 
took control of all businesses. best-known figure. ber 2003, but was again put conducted ће interview | broughtinto replace less blood. We are curious. Did she ever 
Foreign companies and lands Besides her name, there is al- | Under house arrest. Now 62, while she was preparing to 


thirsty troops, and proceeded to See herself playing a political 
were nationalized. And а for- so everything else she че шыш thus restricted to € ушш и Тер ТЕЙ do as commanded. role in Burma? 
eign policy of isolation and neu- is—young, attractive, educated d was assigned as Unicel Even then, it seemed that all She shakes her head, and 


trality was strictly imposed. in the best schools of the west, This piece (with minor representative from 1984 up | was not lost, especially when the When she replies, there is laugh- 

Since then, Burma's economy fluent in several languages, | Changes) first saw print in the (о March 1989. “butcher ofRangoon,"Sein Lwin, (ег in her voice. “Only in the 
has slipped steadily backward. poised, self-assured, straight- — ER resigned, after only 17 days inof- Sense that І thought I would 
In December 1987, it applied forward. She would seem to smile breaks out, and one is Britain in March 1999.-ED.) fice and Maung Maung, a civil- have to do something sometime. 
for and was granted Least De- embody what Burma wants for charmed instead. ~ She went with him to Bhutan, јап lawyer, became President, But envisioned it to be more in 
veloped Country status by the | itselfin the future. Her childhood she describes where һе had been hired as tu- ^ The students continued the field of writing, which is 
United Nations. 3 simply as "a typical Burmese tor to the royal family. marching. They were joined by What really do. 

Ambivalence childhood.” Having been only She herself worked for the even larger crowds of doctors, “1 think that when I got in- 
Aung San’s daughter And yet, one has encountered two years old when her father Ministry of Foreign Affairs, do- lawyers, actors and actresses, volved, it was just that I felt I 

In 1988, the people of Burma іп many Burmese people a certain was assassinated, she has no ing research on the UN, which singers, housewives. ” was doing what every right- 
took to the streets once again. ambivalence toward her, precisely memories of him. Nor did she Bhutan has just joined, and, in- ^ Some members of the armed thinking Burmese ought to do 
Once again, they were led by because she is all of these things. grow up feeling he wasa legend. cidentally, learning Bhutanese. forces defected to the people. Under the circumstances.” 
students. And once again, itwas (And, perhaps, also becauseshe is “People spoke to me about She also spent a year as a vis- When even military heroes, in. , And she seems not in the 
а struggle for freedom, а rebel- married toa foreigner) him, as they will speak to any iting scholar at Kyoto Universi- cluding the nine surviving mem least intimidated by the enormi- 
lion against 27 years of repres- It isthesame ambivalence that child about its dead father,” she ty, doing research on her father, bers of the “30 Comrades,” sided КУ of what she has taken on. She 
sion and stagnation. is reflected in the deep suspicion says. “That's all.” and learning Japanese. with the dissidents it seemed like Seems unruffled, serene, more 

But this time, among its inspir- with which the Burmese seem іо From her secretary, the artist Finally, the Arises moved the happy ending was in view. than equal to the task. 
ing forces was a woman: Aung regard everything that is foreign Thanegi, who has given up back to England—Michael to And then the military took “It’s more a case of making 
San's daughter, Aung San біш Ку. (от, more specifically, western), painting fora whileto volunteer lecture on Tibetan and Hi- overagain andthe bloodletting Oneself equal to it. Of course | 

When the London-based despite the eagemess with which her services for free to AungSan malayan studies at Oxford, and began afresh. can't help but think sometimes 
scholar arrived in Rangoon to they want to open up and mod- Suu Kyi, we have learned that Aung бап Suu Kyi to study for a about the tremendous responsi- 
visit her ailing mother in April of emize their own society. after Aung San's death, Daw doctorate atthe London Univer- Different situations bilities 've taken on." 

[1988], few people believed that The government has tried to Khin Kyi went back to work, to sity's School of Oriental and People outside find it difficult It means, for instance, that she 
the student riots of the previous make an issue of her being mar- support her children. African Studies. tounderstand why the Burmese can't hope to lead a normal life 
month would continue, and hat ried to a foreigner and an English- | She was a teacher and a Thatwastheworldshemeant army could do what it did, we untilall this is resolved, doesn't it? 
the government would find itself тап at that. There are rumors nurse. Later, she was appointed to return to after her visit to her tell Aung San Suu Kyi. She replies: “Ah, but then, 
faced with an actual revolution. фаеуеп ifelections should in fact ambassador to India by the mother in Rangoon, when “Because they were told to,” which Burmese is living a 'nor- 

Certainly, по one would have be held [in 1990] as promised, Burmese government. events swept her along, and she she says. mal life now?" 
predicted that the pretty, soft- she would be disqualified from Aung San Suu Kyi, then 15, found herself both symbol and But the soldiers in the Philip- 4 
spoken intellectual would be- running for any position bysome accompanied her mother, rallying point ofthe revolution. pines were also under orders to ‘Comparisons 
соте a major leader of ће em- provision in the electoral code stayed for a year, and then went г, shoot, and they didn't The inevitable comparisons 
battled opposition. But being about individuals who "derive оп to study politics, philosophy First speech Now that we are talking poli- With Corazon Aquino and Be- 
Buddhist, she must now accept benefits from other countries” and economics at St. Hughs Half a million people filled tics, there is an unmistakable Nazir Bhutto come up—women 
itas her destiny. ‘Aung San Suu Kyi is well College, Oxford University. the temple grounds ofthe Shwe change in Aung San Suu Kyi, Who stand up for the progressive 

“Yes, it seems to prove the aware of this duality ofattitude, ^ There were no Burmese stu- Dagon Pagoda when she made Нег dark eyes sparkle; she is 45 Opposed to the reactionary, 
cliché that truth is stranger that and has always made a point of dents in Oxford during her her first public speech on Aug. more animated, more involved. for democracy as opposed to di 
fiction,” says Aung San Suu Kyi. the fact that though she may time. Her friends were British, 26, 1988, after the crackdown “ү think the situation in our ‘@torship; women who had been 

s havespentmostofherlifeaway Indian, Canadian, Israeli. She оп demonstrators that leftcasu- two countries are very differ- drawn into politics as a result of 
Her mother’s house from her country, she is steeped did not choose them on the ba- _alties estimated by diplomats at ent,” she says. a tragedy in the family. 

"We are sitting in the living in its traditions. sis of their nationality. 3,000 in Rangoon alone. “In the Philippines, the army _ Aung San Suu Kyi agrees that 
тоот of her mother’s house on She has devoted many years с They listened with tears іл is not as involved in politics as “Пе comparisons are understand- 
University Avenue in Rangoon. to studying its culture. She Traveling their eyes, while she counseled ours. It is also not as brain. ble. But she thinks it has to do 
Iris here that we came to sign wears only the traditional dress, | Bythetimeshehad gottenher courage and non-violence, even washed. Even in the Marcos Simply with their all being wom- 
the book of condolence when speaks flawless Burmese, degree, the military government asshe called forthe resignation of days, you had a relatively free ӨЛ. “The situations in our respec- 
Daw Khin Kyi, her mother and—ifone is to take the word Was already іп power in Burma. the Burma Socialist Program Par- press, I say relatively’ meaning, ‘ive countries are totally differ- 
passed away їп December 1987. of Burmese friends—has the To have come home would have ty Then they cheered her wildly. compared to the Burmese press, ©. IFI had been a man, no such 

Theroomhas been converted graciousness of а perfectly been to go to work for the gov- Everywhere she goes now, There were other political раг. Comparisons would be drawn." 
into an office, with a large desk brought up Burmese lady. ernment, unless one was а busi- people turn up in the thou- ties, There were other organiza- „ She, looks pensive. She is 
occupying the center of the 5 nessman, which she wasn't. sands. To the long-suffering tions which constituted a kind thinking of something else. And 
room. It is very simply fur- Burmese childhood She went instead to New people, she is more than an op- of opposition. The army could &moment later, she brings it up. 
nished, almost bare. She is also very articulate, an- York, where she worked from position leader. She is successor read other views besides the ће is concerned, she says, 

‘Aung San Suu Kyi is wearing swering questions briskly and 1969 to 1972 with the staff of toherfather, thenationalhero. government's. Here, the army is about this business of a political 
the traditional Burmese dress, directly in her very British En- the UN Advisory Committee on When the demonstrations ап isolated institution. dynasty, which is what is hap- 
white, long-sleeved closely fit. glish. Butsheseemsreluctantto Administrative and Budgetary started in late July, itseemed for ^ "WhenIwentuptoTennasser- Pening even in the democratic 
ted blouse (eingyi) and а red discuss her private life. Her Questions. а while that the events would іт, the military and their families countries of Asia, like India, 
printed sarong (longyi). Her hair replies are short, almost curt. ‘After that, there was marriage follow the Philippine pattern, a- were told to confine themselves Pakistan, even the Philippines. 
is pulled back in a severe bun. ‘Then, just when one is begin- to the British scholar, Michael pattern to a certain extent re- (о barracks or to their residences. | “I think there should be many 

She is slim and fair and frag- ning to feel chilled, a winsome Aris. (Mr: Aris died of cancer in peated in South Korea. This gives you an idea of how leaders to choose from. Then 

thorough the control is.” the problem of ‘who! would 

She has been quoted assaying Never come up. 

that “the military must be pre- һе is referring to the fact 

served as a united institution.” that there is as yet no consensus 

Does she still believe that? among the Burmese people 

“Of course. Without a united about who should be the leader 

military how can a nation sur- Of ће opposition. Which might 

vive? We need a military united perhaps be why she herself has 

behind the people.” suddenly become so prominent, 

3j] FLORENTINO CAYCO MEMORIAL SCHOOL OF SCHOOL OF EDUCATION But thus far, has it not been being acceptable to most, be- 
GRADUATE STUDIES Bachelor of Secondary Education (B.S.Ed.) united against the people? cause of her name. 

(1) GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION Mejor: Bioligical Science, Physical Science, Mathematcs, | She hesitates for a moment _ 

Growing legend 


2. Dorlar ot Educaion Ea D.) Educatonal Management Engish, Fiipino, Social Studies, Values Education | hen: Not realy I believe that ) 
е oe ‚ыы, There are video tapes showing 
Plan A: with Thesis Bachelor of Elementary Education (B.E.Ed.) within the military are people 
Plan B: with Special Research Project ‘Specialization: General Education, Pre-school Education | who believe thatthe armyshould her progress through the 
Major: Educational Management & Supervision, and Special Education not take part in politics. And lam provinces, where she has been 
English, Filipino, Guidance & Counseling, Home hopeful that they will prevail” going to visit the offices of her po- 
Economics, Mathematics, Psychology, Early SCHOOL OF HOTEL, RESTAURANT & INSTITUTION, ‘What she is saying, then, is litical party (the National League 
Childhood Education and Special Education MANAGEMENT that the mil adysplio for Democracy-ED.), to encour- 
Bachelor of Science in Hotel and Restaurant. ilitary is already split y м, 
Ribes ARG dank att Management(BSHRM) е тесігі “No. I am not saying that. It's age its members, to talk to ordi- 
MR AL Nake Bachelor of Science in Tourism (8.8.7) possible, even within afamily (о nary people about the struggle. 
Maca ылы Hotel and Restaurant Services (2years) have two members disagreeing Опе sees crowds of people 
Maternal & Child Nursing, Medical & Surgical about things—one wanting to rushing to greet her, reaching out 
Nursing, Mental Health & Psychiatric Nursing and |у INSTITUTE OF ACCOUNTANCY go out into the street and fight to touch her. One notes the ex- 
Community Health Nursing Bachelor of Science in Accountancy (8.5.А.) with the neighbors, and another pressions of worship in their eyes. 
(8) GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS B.S.C. major in General Accounting wanting to maintain good rela- ^ Already the legends are be- 
Master of Business Administration (M.B.A.) tions. This does not mean that ginning to form around her. 
Major General Management, Marketing Operations, 50-505 ОР МОЋаІМО In Nursing (B.S.N.) the family is split. One hopes People talk of how, on her trips, 
Organizational Management and Finance Bachelor of Science in Nursing (8.S.N. with US diploma | cooler heads will prevail.” she refuses to eat anything dif- 
SCHOOL OF LAW from Alderson Broadus College т Wesr Virginia ОЗА s ferent from what the rest of her 
Bachelor of Laws (L.L.B.) ЕНИР РЕ Family staff eats. Sometimes, she skips 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES Bachelor of Science in Computer Science (BSCS) | tar hee We kms parus meals because of the heaviness 
Bachelor of Arts in English Major: Software Technology, Multimedia Technology к 3 of her work load. 
Bachelor of Arts In History апа information Technology are in England, with their father Her day, according to her secre- 
Bachelor of Arts In Political Science Certificate Programs: “It's because of their school- tary, stans at about 7 with break- 
Bachelor of arts In Psychology Certitate of Proficiency in IT (One-year) ing," she explains. “They had to — fast. She works steadily till bed- 
Bachelor of Arts in the Performing Arts Certificate of Proficiency in Computer Programming return.” time, which is at about 9. She does 


if T ming Arts - you (One-year) i i б 
айн и байоо би атаса -ya кш) Did she ever consider raising пог go out to parties or receptions. 


БАТЫ аттан INSTITUTE OF ALLIED MEDICAL SERVICES themas Burmese? At 7 in the evening, she has 

Bachelor of Science in Physical Therapy (B.S.P.T.) She turnsabitdefensive.“The reading sessions with the stu- 

system of education they have dents who have volunteered to 

аа ыы жй Я been used to is so different, һас be part of her staff. She teaches 

i erro resins и ет it would not be possible to рші them English, reads stories to 

E Development Management (HRDM) ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS | them out and bring them home them, discusses some of her fa- 
now. I think that they will have ther’s writings with them. 

[oer ARELLANO UNIVERSITY CAMPUSES —— T to stick with the British system. In the beginning, Thanegi says, 

ARELLANO UNIVERSITY Main Campus ARELLANO UNIVERSITY in Pasay се. acter | ButI expect them to spend their Aung San Suu Kyi was reluctant 

2600 Legarda St., Sampaloc, Manila Joso Abad Santos Campus VEN Soo aag || Ee to wave at the people from her 

Trunkline: 734-7371 to 79 loc. 227 3058 Taft avo., Pasay City CROSS-ENROLEES How do they feel about their сас “It looked too much like she 

Telefax: 735-2446 Tol. No. 512-2444, 512-2448 Telefax: 634-7487 | - Permit to Cross Enroll nother’ preset ШЕ? was playing at being regal, she 

tes Ears аа en een оа TRANSFEREES "Thellyearoldistooyoung id. She had to be persuaded to 

Gov. Pascual St., Malabon City Pag-asa St., Caniogan, Pasig City = Honorable Dismissal to really understand it too well. do it, told that the people would 

Tel. No. 281-3268 Tel. No. 640-7717 Telefax: 641-2480 - Copy of Grades The 15-year-old told me over love it, would treasure the mem- 

- Certificate of Godd Moral Character | the phone whenIspoketohim ory of having been acknowl- 


last that he has been thinki edged by Aung San Suu Kyi.” 
ENROLLMENT IS NOW GOING ON abou rand has decided i weas т кілі 
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Sneak defense 


УГО SENATORS, WANTING ТО GET TO THE BOT- 

{ tom of the same issue, tackled it in different ways. 

The younger, Panfilo Lacson, titled his resolution (PS 

Res. No. 164) “Directing The Proper Committee/s of The 
Senate To Investigate The September 26, 2007 ‘Executive 
Session’ Of The Senators Where An Uninvited Guest Al- 
legedly Hindered The Testimony Of A Witness And The 

Subsequent Publication Of What Sup- 

EDITORIAL posedly Transpired In The Said Session, 
With The End In View Of Amending And 

Strengthening The Rules Of The Senate On Executive Ses- 
sion.” Only one of its eight “whereas” clauses mentioned 
the media—and only generically, as “newspaper reports.” 

The elder, Joker Arroyo, titled his resolution (PS Res. 
No. 165), more compactly: “Resolution Directing The Ap- 
propriate Committee To Look Into The Violation of Rule 
XLVII And/Or Other Rules Of The Rules Of The Senate On 
Executive Sessions During The September 26, 2007 Pro- 
ceedings.” Eleven out of its 13 “whereas” clauses referred 
to an INQUIRER article, its writer and its editors, upon 
whom he poured out his frustrations in a piece he wrote 
and this paper published (unedited and in full, as he de- 
manded) yesterday. 

So, who among the two senators is after the interests of 
the Senate as an institution? Who is going hammer and 
tongs after this paper, while studiously ignoring the real 
issue at hand? 

In a heated moment of interpellation, Senator Arroyo 
dismissed Senator Lacson with the contemptuous re- 
mark, “We are not policemen here.” But this is an issue 
that calls not for the obfuscations of a seasoned lawyer, 
but for the simple sleuthing of a rookie cop. What was the 
purpose of the executive session? To hear testimony that 
Romulo Neri was unwilling to divulge in public. What 
was alleged to have transpired in that executive session? 
Nothing. Then why all the fuss if nothing happened? 

Because Senator Arroyo takes exception to the allega- 
tions that: Neri did not provide any testimony, going only 
as far as supposedly dangling the tantalizing possibility 
that what he knew might bring down the government; 
and that Neri would not, did not, could not, proceed fur- 
ther because a member of the Cabinet materialized in the 
so-called executive session. 

Senator Arroyo also takes violent exception to his hav- 
ing been reported as the instrument by which the Arroyo 
administration infiltrated the executive session, thus ren- 
dering its purpose impossible, To which, a fellow senator 
reasonably, in effect, asks: If there was no confession, 
could there be a claim to the seal of the confessional? 

Let.us repeat: no one has ever said that Neri ever got to 
give his testimony, the purpose of the executive session. 
No one has ever claimed that anything was revealed in se- 
cret because Neri decided not to reveal anything when 
Budget Secretary Rolando Andaya got inside the session 
room, obviously ready to report to the President whatev- 
er Neri would reveal. 

The issue here is that the executive session may not 
even have taken place, having become an impossibility 
after what Senator Arroyo reportedly did. Since no se- 
crets were divulged, Senator Arroyo could have moved 
that the Senate tell, at the very least, who were actually in 
the executive session; he might even have reasonably 
stipulated that such revelations exclude whether or not 
the witness, Neri, said anything at all, knowing full well 
that what Neri said was not the issue. 

‘The issue is whether or not Neri ended up saying noth- 
ing because some senator facilitated the participation ofa 
Cabinet member. 

But instead of making such a motion, Senator Arroyo 
wants that everyone else be punished, except himself. 

The one in the dock is not the Senate, it's not the media, 
it’s not the principles that permit the holding of executive 
sessions or the secrecy that should surround such pro- 
ceedings. The one on the dock is not the INQUIRER’S 
sources. It is Joker Arroyo. 

Were the Senate's efforts frustrated, because a witness 
was possibly browbeaten on the behest of a senator? 

The purpose of executive sessions or any kind of official 
secrecy is to maintain the security of the state, the inviola- 
bility of legitimate official communications, but never, ev- 
er, under any circumstances, to obstruct justice or to hide 
official wrongdoing. 

Зо, Joker’s slogan comes back to haunt him: Kung bad 
ka, lagot ka. 

Let us remind him, we cannot have a country ruined by 
asneak just as we cannot have a country run by a thief. 
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THE MEMBERS OF THE SENATE ARE STILL 
pondering the question of whether they can 
compel Romulo Neri to talk more about his re- 
port to President Macapagal-Arroyo of Ben- 
jamin Abalos' bribe offer to him of P200 mil- 
lion for his support of the ZTE contract. Neri 
had earlier refused to do so on the ground of 
the Presidents executive privilege that Secre- 
tary Eduardo Ermita had instructed him to in- 
voke under EO 464. 

President Arroyo recently reiterated her 
prohibitions in the said executive order that 
she says is still valid. True, but its most impor- 
tant provisions were voided by the Supreme 
Court in Senate of the Philippines v. Ermita, 
488 SCRA 1, reducing it to no more than а 
threadbare affectation. The unanimous deci- 
sion held that the President could not simply 
invoke executive privilege as an automatic im- 
munity but must also show, by positive proof, 
its urgent necessity to protect the higher inter- 
ests of the nation. 

Especially relevant to the current problem is 
the landmark case of United States v. Nixon, 
418 US 863, involving the respondent's claim 
of executive privilege to excuse his refusal to 
give information required from him in the Wa- 
tergate investigation. The decision declared 
that “neither the doctrine of separation of 
powers, nor the need for confidentiality of 
high-level communications, without more, can 
sustain absolute, unqualified Presidential priv- 
ilege of immunity from judicial processes un- 
derall circumstances. 

“The President's need for complete candor 
and objectivity from advisers calls for great 
deference from the courts. However, when the 
privilege depends solely on the broad undiffer- 
entiated claim of public interest іп the confi- 
dentiality of such conversations, а confronta- 
tion with other values arises.” 

‘The Court categorically ruled that “absent a 
claim of need to protect military, diplomatic 
or sensitive national security secrets, we 


WHAT IS THE SHORTEST AND THE BEST 
prayer? Take a look at the crucifix, and you will 
see there two letters of the alphabet: The cross 
is a very clear letter “T,” and the body of the 
crucified Christ forms a letter "Y." TY! 

For us Filipinos “TY" is the abbreviation of 
“Thank you,” the shortest, and the best prayer, 

In today's Gospel (Lk. 17, 11-19) Jesus 
cures 10 lepers; but only one of them, realiz- 
ing that he has been healed, comes back to 
thank Him. This leads Jesus to ask the ques- 
tion: “Where аге the other nine?” We are re- 
minded today that, often, in nine out of 10 
instances, we forget to thank God. Yes, 
many times we take God's blessings for 
granted, and we lack gratitude in our lives. 
Have you thanked God this morning, just for 
the fact that you are still alive? 

Early on in life, many of us were taught by 
our parents to be grateful. As children we 
knew how to say “thank you” because of our 
liteleness and dependence. Now that we have 
become adults, we sometimes forget to be 
grateful because of our false sense of security 
and independence. May we never lose humili- 
ty as we travel life's road. May we always re- 
member that all that we are, and all that we 
have are God's gift to us, and all of our so- 
called achievements and worldly acquisitions 
are little compared to God's providence and 
love, 

It is hard to deal with a person who has 
lost his or her sense of gratitude. A "self- 
made person" can become very exacting 
and demanding unto his or her own person, 
and on others too, and even become quite 
arrogant. This happens because of pride 
which caused the fall of Adam and Eve, and 
which still causes the fall of many people. 
Mark this: When a person starts acting like 
God, he or she will, sooner or later, fall 


‘The greatest tragedy of our nation today is 
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find it difficult to accept the argument that 
even the very important interest in confiden- 
tiality of Presidential conversations is signifi- 
cantly diminished by production of such mate- 
rials for in-camera inspection with all the pro- 
tection that a district court will be obliged to 
provide.” (Emphasis supplied) 

Justice Conchita Carpio Morales expressed 
a similar need in the Senate case as follows: 

“The claim of privilege under Sec. 3 in rela- 
tion to Sec. 2 (b) is thus invalid per se. It is not 
asserted. It is merely implied. Insteag of pro- 
viding precise and certain reasons for the 
claim, it merely invokes EO 464, coupled with, 
an announcement that the President has not 
given her consent. It is woefully insufficient for 
Congress to determine whether the withhold- 
ing of information is justified under the cir- 
cumstances of each case. It severely frustrates 
the power of inquiry of Congress.” 

In light of this doctrine, the prohibition im- 
posed by the remnants of EO 464 on Neri is in- 
valid and should not terrorize him. It is "woe- 
fully insufficient" to intimidate him from coop- 
erating with the Senate in its search for more 
details—that is, the whole truth—about the 
malodorous ZTE contract. This is a matter of 
public interest that the Senate has the power to 
investigate and the people have the right (0 
know. 

It is no less noteworthy that the information. 
Neri is withholding is not even covered by the 
accepted exceptions laid down іп the Nixon 
case. What Malacafiang considers to be "confi- 
dential or classified information” was not offi- 
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that our public servants have lost their sense of 
gratitude to the people who put them in power. 
Slowly but surely they have led us into a cul- 
ture of corruption, manipulation and intimida- 
tion, If our leaders will humble themselves and 
turn away from their insatiable lust for money 
and power, then there is hope for our mother- 
land, The way things are, money has become 
the bottom line for public service in our land. 

Talagang pera-pera na lang (Indeed, 125 ай just 
for the money) 

Today is Indigenous Peoples’ Sunday. Let 
us not forget and let us not lose our sense of 
gratitude toward our апо original occu- 
pants. Let us not also forget the original val- 
wes they handed down to us as a peo- 
ple—honesty, simplicity, community, fear of 
God, courage, joy, gratitude—just to name 
some. 

‘Today, it would be good for all of us to reflect 
on the “indigenous” values we had as children. 
What has happened to our innate and inborn 
goodness? Where is the child in you and in me 
now? Have we all become such proud, manip- 
ulating, cheating, greedy adults? Where have 
joy and humility, our sense of dependence and 
gratitude toward God and toward others 
gone? 

I praise and thank God for the “Walk 
with God" we had from Urdaneta to Man- 
aoag, Pangasinan last Oct. 6. About 6,000 
of us walked with petitions and with grati- 
tude in our hearts. I was doubly grateful 
because we had a good cloud cover all 
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cially discussed in a session of the Cabinet but 
was only divulged to GMA in a private tele- 
phone conversation she herself publicly ac- 
knowledged in a recent speech. She cannot 
dignify such revelation as a "sensitive security 
secret” under the cloak of her supposed execu- 
tive privilege. 

Is any conversation with the President on 
any subject and in any place covered by execu- 
tive privilege just because she says so? Why 
has Ermita muzzled Neri into frightened si- 
Тепсе GMA has nothing to hide about the ZTE 
contract she has annulled precisely because it 
was questionable? Can Ermita evade answer- 
ing this question on the specious ground of 
 GMAS executive privilege? 

Аз a member of the Supreme Court, I often 
criticized my colleagues for their habitual def- 
erence to American decisions as if we were 
still a colony of the United States. I said we 
should be able to think for ourselves instead 
of relying on alien judgments as mental 
crutches instead of arriving at our own con- 
clusions in light of our own insights, the tradi- 
tions and even idiosyncrasies of our people, 
and our responsibilities as judges іп our own. 
country. 

But] did not mean that we should reject all 
imported jurisprudence simply because they 
were foreign, for that would be intellectual jin- 
goism. In fact, there аге many decisions from 
other courts that we should not hesitate to 
adopt for the beauty of their language or the 
power of their thoughts that has made them 
shining nuggets of law and literature, 1 have 
‘quoted some of them in my ponencias not be- 
cause they were foreign but because they were 
excellent. 

One of such models is United States v. 
Nixon, which was applied in our own ad- 
mirable case of Senate of the Philippines у. Er- 
mita, I hope the Senate will bear these two cas- 
ез in mind when it decides to compel—as it 
should—Neri's timidity into valor. 


throughout the walk, and the rain came on- 
ly after we had finished the walk and when 
we were already inside the church. For ап 
ungrateful cynic, that wouldn't mean a 
thing. But for us grateful, simple believers, 
that meant love and blessings from above. 
‘Thank you Lord! Thank you Mama Mary! 

Police Generals Abner Cabalquinto, Leopol- 
do Bataoil and Jeff Soriano have been reli 
giously joining the "Walk with God" since their 
“colonel days.” I believe that a public servant 
who knows how to pray learns how to be hum- 
ble, and with humility comes grateful, gener- 
ous and committed service. 

A friend of mine, now in his 60s called up 
to greet his sister, Sr, Alice Lansang, ICM, on 
her 70th birthday. Sister Alice spent most of 
her life as a missionary to Brazil. She is still 
doing much work for poor children in 
Baguio. When James asked her what they 
are to do now that they are old, all that Sis- 
ter Alice said was: “Continue loving.” That's 
all. That’sit. Yes, let us all just “continue lov- 
ing.” Amen, 

In gratitude, allow me to share these lines 
ofa song I made some years ago: "When I look 
back, and think of all the people in my life, 1 
think of you for you're a part of my life, a spe- 
cial part of my life. When I recall the many 
phases and places in my life, I think of you for 
you're a part of my life, you're a special part of 
my life. So now, I want to thank you for your 
presence in my life. I want to tell you 1 appre- 
ciate your love. Thank you with all my heart. 
Yin any way have hurt you, it was never my 
desire, 1 had my faults, but God knows how 
much I've tried .... You're a special part of my 
ше" 

Amoment with the Lord: 

Lord, help me not to lose my sense of grati- 
tude, and help me to just "continue loving." 
Amen. 
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Q and A on the Comelec le 


MY COLUMN LAST SUNDAY, BATTING FOR 
transparency in energizing the leadership of the 
Commission on Elections to enable it to “finally 
reform and automate our archaic election sys- 
tem, and conduct credible, speedy and peaceful 
elections," has elicited some interesting questions 
that deserve immediate answers. 

Leader or jurist? Question: "Chief Justice, you. 
said that, ideally, the Comelec chair must be a vi- 
sionary leader and a great lawyer at the same time. 
But ideals are difficult to come by. If a choice must 
be made, who would be a better Comelec head: а 
great lawyer who is a so-so leader, or a visionary 
leader who is not so great a lawyer?" 

‘Answer: The latter. I think that, more than any- 
thing, the Comelec needs a leader (not just a 
manager) who will relentlessly pursue a clear 
sion and mission, and show, by personal example, 
the values of integrity independence, transparen- 
cy accountability probity and competence. 

Mainly, the Comelec is mandated to "enforce 
and administer" all election laws. Now, the en- 
forcement of these laws demands innovative lead- 
ership, executive ability and InfoTech know-how, 
and not necessarily deliberative or legal skills. In 
fact, the chief executive of our country the presi- 
dent, is not even required to be a lawyer. Note also 
that | titled my last column “Choosing credible 
Comelec leaders,” not “Comelec jurists.” 

Of course, the President is assisted by a pha- 
lanx of lawyers—notably, the secretary of justice, 
the presidential legal counsel and the solicitor 
general—who were chosen for their presumed le- 
gal acumen. Similarly, the Comelec chair should 
be complemented by commissioners who are well 
versed in election law to enable the poll body to 
perform its judicial functions credibly. 

Many years ago, the legal credentials of Chris- 
tian Monsod were challenged, on the ground that 
he did not actively practise law as required by the 
Constitution. Liberally interpreting the catch- 
words “practice of law,” the Supreme Court held 
that his legal management experience was suffi- 


IN 2005, DURING THE INAUGURAL SCIENTIFIC 
Meeting of the Asia Oceania (research organiza- 
tion on) Genital and Infectious and Neoplasia 
(AOGIN), the talk was, which among the many 
alternative forms of cervical cancer screening was 
most safe and cost-effective 

"True, there were also talks on the possible appli- 
cation of a “prophylactic” (protective or preventive) 
vaccine against the human papilloma virus, specific 
types of which have been found directly linked to 
cervical cancer. Clinical trials were then being con- 
ducted around the world (the Philippines includ- 
ед), and the results were very, very promising. But 
at that time, HPV vaccines, with two multinational 
drug firms in the forefront of research and develop- 
ment, were but a glimmer in the eye of all chose in- 
volved in research, treatment, prevention and ad- 
чосасу of issues around cervical cancer. The stakes 
were incredibly high. Although breast cancer is the 
‘most common cancer among women, in the Philip- 
pines at least, cervical cancer kills more, mainly be- 
cause the great majority of fatalities see their doc- 
tors when it is too ate. 

Ifa vaccine could be developed which prevents 
infection with HPY, which has been linked with 
97 percent of all cervical cancer cases, would that 
not dramatically bring down the number of cervi- 
cal cancer deaths? Yes, it potentially could, but 
because of many issues, mainly economic, we just 
can't say that yet in the Third World setting, 
where the Philippines firmly belongs. 

But still, women the world over have good rea- 
son to celebrate the development of an HPV vac- 
cine. And Filipino women are among them, be- 
cause the HPV vaccine is ere, 

THE HPV vaccine is marketed in the Philip- 
pines under two brands: Gardasil, marketed 
by Merck Sharp and Dohme; and Cervarix, 
rketed by GlaxoSmithKline. The two vac- 
es differ slightly but essentially target spe- 
cific types of the HPV, types 16 and 18, espe- 
lly which have been identified as causing 
the majority of cervical cancer cases. 

One difference between the two brands is 

that, while Gardasil is recommended for young 
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cient to qualify him as Comelec chair, Though 
heavily criticized by the bar and the academe, this 
hairline 8-to-7 decision was vindicated, because 
Monsod—assisted by some commissioners cum 
legal eagles, notably Haydee Yorac—showed 
adroit executive skill in conducting honest, order- 
ly and peaceful elections during his watch. 

Ban on reappointments. Question: "Why does 
the Constitution ban reappointments?" Answer: The 
prohibition, whether to the same post of commis- 
sioner or to the higher position of chair, is designed to 
assure the independence and integrity of the Com- 
elec, Commissioners, who aspire for reappointment 
or, worse, for promotion to the chairmanship, are 
vulnerable to the partisan wiles of the president 
(who holds the power to appoint) and of the mem- 
bers of the Commission on Appointments (which 
‘wields the authority to confirm appointments). 

Question: “Why do appointees serve only the 
unused portion of a term, not the entire seven 
years provided by the Constitution?” Answer: In 
“Gaminde vs Commission on Audit" (Dec. 13, 
2000), the Supreme Court said that an appointee 
may sit only for the “unexpired balance of the 
term” of the predecessor to preserve the "two- 
year interval between the expiration of terms." 

‘The 1987 Constitution states that of the seven 
Comelec commissioners to be first appointed, 
"three Members shall hold office for seven years, 
two Members for five years, and the last for three 
years.” Thereafter, every new member would 
have a seven-year term. The Court wanted to 
maintain the two-year interval in the terms of the 
seven commissioners. In this way, the president, 


Getting shot 
At LARGE 


Rina Jimenez-David (2% \ 

girls (in the United States, the recommended 
minimum age is 9 years) and women (until the 
mid-20s), Cervarix is recommended for girls 
and women “10 years and over.” 

All this is by way of explaining why this 
week I found myself with my daughter taking 
my first HPV vaccine shot. (HPV vaccines are 
given in three injections over six months.) Ian 
Frazier, who led the team in Australia that de- 
veloped the vaccine, says the reason they гес- 
ommend the vaccine for girls and young wom- 
en is because “your immune system works 
best while you're young.” But HPV infection 
сап take place at any time in a woman's life, 
and doctors at the Cervarix launch said that 
the vaccine is also helpful in preventing “re- 
peat infections,” since itis persistent infection 
that clinicians look out for when treating 
women at risk of cervical cancer, 

Before the shots were administered, my 
daughter and I were first asked to fill out a 
form. One question asked was: “Did you have 
any reaction from the last time you had a vac- 
cine?" My daughter nudged me: “Yes I had а 
reaction, Iwas freaked out!” 

Indeed, I was a little apprehensive, too, 
since it had been decades since I last had an in- 
jection. Despite the passing of the years—I am 
мау over 10 years old—memories of the child- 
hood ritual of lining up for vaccination shots 
came rushing in on a wave of flashbacks. 
WELL, as you may know by now, 1 survived. The 
temporary pain (1 still feel a lingering ache in my 
arm) was a small price to рау, first, for getting my 
daughter to a doctor and getting her protected 
from future HPV infection and, therefore, from 


Ап inconvenient Peace 


THIS YEAR'S NOBEL PEACE PRIZE JUSTLY RE- 
wards the thousands of scientists of the United 
Nations Climate Change Panel (the IPCC). These 
scientists are engaged in excellent, painstaking 
"work that establishes exactly what the world 
should expect from climate change. 

‘The other award winner, former US Vice Presi- 
dent Al Gore, has spent much more time telling us 
‘what to fear. While the IPCC's estimates and con- 
clusions are grounded in careful study, Gore 
doesn't seem to be similarly restrained. 

Gore told the world in his Academy Award- 
winning movie (recently labeled “one-sided” and 
containing “scientific errors” by a British judge) 
to expect 20-foot sea-level rises over this century. 
He ignores the findings of his Nobel co-winners, 
the IPCC, who have concluded that sea levels will 
rise between only а half-foot and two feet over 
this century, with their best expectation being 
about one foot. That's similar to what the world 
experienced over the past 150 years. 

Likewise, Gore agonizes over the accelerated 
melting of ice in Greenland and what it means for 
the planet, but overlooks the IPCC's conclusion 
that, if sustained, the current rate of melting 
‘would add just three inches to the sea level rise by 
the end of the century. Gore also takes no notice 
of research showing that Greenland’s tempera- 
tures were higher in 1941 than they are today. 

Gore also frets about the future of polar bears. 
He claims they are drowning as their icy habitat 
disappears, However, the only scientific study 
showing any such thing indicates that four polar 
bears had drowned because ofa storm. 

‘The politician-turned-movie maker loses sleep 
over a predicted rise in heat-related deaths. 
There's another side of the story that’s inconve- 
nient to mention: rising temperatures will reduce 
the number of cold spells, which are a much big- 
ger killer than heat. The best study shows that by 
2050, heat will claim 400,000 more lives, but 1.8 
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million fewer will die because of cold. Indeed, ac- 
cording to the first complete survey of the eco- 
nomic effects of climate change for the world, 
global warming will actually save lives. 

The IPCC has magnanimously declared that it 
would have been happy if Gore had received the 
Nobel Peace prize alone. 1 am glad that he did 
not, and that the IPCC's work has rightfully been 
acknowledged. 

Gore has helped the world to worry. Unfortu- 
nately, our attention is diverted from where it 
matters, Climate change is not the only problem 
facing the globe. Our blinkered focus on it—to 
the detriment of other planetary challenges—will 
only be heightened by the attention generated by 
Gore's Nobel Peace Prize. 

Gore concentrates above all else on his сай for 
world leaders to cut CO2 emissions, yet there are 
other policies that would do much more for the 
planet. Over the coming century, developing na- 
tions will be increasingly dependent on food im- 
ports from developed countries. This is not pri- 
marily a result of global warming, but a conse- 
quence of more people and less arable land in the 
developing world, 

The number of hungry people depends much 
less on the climate than on the demographics and 
income. Extremely expensive cuts in carbon emis- 
sions could mean more malnourished people. If 
our goal is to fight malnutrition, policies like get- 
ting nutrients to those who need them are 5,000 
times more effective at saving lives than spending 


adership 


who normally serves only six years, will not be 
able to anoint all seven members; again, to safe- 
guard the poll body's independence. 

However, President Macapagal-Arroyo became 
an exception because, by a constitutional quirk, she 
‘would be able to serve a total of nine and a half 
years—three and half (January 2001 to June 2004) 
as the successor to the unexpired term of President 
Joseph Estrada, and six (July 2004 to June 2010) as 
elected President. Consequently, she would be able 
toappointall seven Comelec members. 

Barangay elections. I believe that GMA was ill 
advised in proposing the postponement of the 
barangay elections, scheduled on Oct. 29, 2007, 
to August 2008. In "David vs Comelec” (April 8, 
1997), the high court unanimously struck down. 
two petitions to defer the holding of the barangay 
elections scheduled on May 12, 1997. It de- 
scribed the petitions as "subtle but nonetheless. 
self-serving propositions to lengthen governance 
‘without a mandate from the governed,” 

‘The proposed postponement would have al- 
lowed the incumbent barangay officials to hold of- 
fice longer than the terms of the president, sena- 
tors, representatives, governors and mayors. 
Worse, all the Sangguniang Kabataan elected in 
2002 would be over-aged by August 2008. Finally, 
‘what will happen to the millions that the Comelec 
has already spent in preparing for the elections? By 
scuttling the postponement, the Senate may have 
saved GMA from another splitting legal headache. 

Some readers, who may not have noticed the 
erratum published by the Inquirer on Oct. 8, are 
still writing me about a little inadvertent error in 
this space last Sunday. To reiterate, the word 
“Comelec” in the second sentence of the fourth 
paragraph of the column should have read 
"Commission on Appointments.” 

Comments are welcome at chiefusticepangant- 
ban@hotmail.com 


cervical cancer; and second, for supporting (and 
rewarding) the efforts of all those researchers, 
scientists, immunologists, clinicians and women 
participants in the clinical trials, who devoted 
years of their lives to developing this first vaccine 
against a form of cancer. 

In an ideal world, all girls and young women 
(and older women, too!) in this country would Бе 
vaccinated against the HPV, and therefore saved 
from death or else debilitating illness. But for now 
the vaccines are a trite expensive—around Р18,000 
for the three shots—and this means they're essen- 
tially out of reach for the average Pinay. 

‘Then again, ranged against other “priorities” 
їп Ме, cell phones in particular, the expense for 
an HPV vaccination—and for vaccines in gener- 
al—should be eminently justifiable. As Frazier 
observed, the development of a therapeutic vac- 
cine (when infection has occurred) against HPV 
is still about a decade away. If you can't afford a 
vaccine just yet, just go to your nearest health 
center for a pap smear or a VIA, which is a cheap- 
er, faster screening test. Better safe than sorry, is 
all сап say! 

DR. Marvie Abesamis, who is a TOWNS 
awardee for medicine (don't ask me what 
year), sent this invitation to parents of children 
who have died of cancer. She will be conducting 
a “Banyuhay Camp," to help them deal with is 
sues of healing and bereavement from Oct. 19- 
21 at the Sierra Madre Resort, Tanay, Rizal. Оп 
Nov. 3-5, Marvie and Millie Kilayko, another 
TOWNS awardee, have organized а "Suntown 
Camp” in Talisay City in Negros Occidental, for 
children with cancer and children whose par- 
ents are struggling with cancer, Of the latter 
group, Marvie writes: “You see, no one is taking 
care of the issues and needs of these vulnerable 
children with a parent who has cancer.” 

Marvie herself has happy news to share. She 
‘was recently named “Most Outstanding Oncol- 
ogist” by the Philippine Society of Oncology, 
an honor she well deserves not just for her 
medical work, but also for her abiding com- 
passion for her patients and their families. 


Prize 


billions of dollars cutting carbon emissions. 

Likewise, global warming will probably slight- 
ly increase malaria, but CO2 reductions will be 
far less effective at fighting this disease than 
mosquito nets and medication, which can cheap- 
ly save 850,000 lives every year. By contrast, the. 
expensive Kyoto Protocol will prevent just 1,400 
deaths from malaria each year. 

‘While we worry about the far-off effects of cli- 
‘mate change, we do nothing to deal with issues 
facing the planet today. This year, malnutrition 
will kil almost four million people. Three million 
lives will be lost to HIV/AIDS. Two and a half mil- 
lion people will die because of indoor and outdoor 
air pollution. A lack of micronutrients and clean 
drinking water will claim two million lives each. 

With attention and money in scarce supply, 
what matters is that we first tackle the problems 
with the best solutions, doing the most good 
throughout the century. IF we focus on solving to: 
days problems, we will leave communities 
strengthened, economies more vibrant and infras- 
tructures more robust. This will enable these soci- 
eties to deal much better with future prob- 
Jems—including global warming. Committing to 
‘massive cuts in earbon emissions will leave future 
generations poorer and less able to adapt to chal- 
lenges. 

Gore has an unshakable faith that climate 
change is the biggest challenge facing the world. 
То be fair, he deserves some form of recognition 
for his resolute passion. However, the contrast be- 
tween this year’s Nobel winners could not be 
sharper, The IPCC engages in meticulous re- 
search where facts rule over everything else. Gore 
has a very different approach. Project Syndicate 


Bjorn Lomborg is the organizer of Copenhagen 
Consensus, adjunct professor at the Copenhagen 
Business School and author of "Cool It" and “The 
‘Skeptical Environmentalist.” 


RP’s bond with India 

A 2007 GLOBAL SURVEY COMMISSIONED BY THE BBC 
‘World Service reports that Filipinos are divided (33 percent 
positive; 32 percent negative) on the influence of India in the 
‘world. The current scores are an improvement from the pre- 
vious year, where 57 percent of the sample expressed mostly 
negative views. This piece of information, along with the 
stereotypes we have of India (poverty) and Indians (money 
lenders), indicates our ambivalent attitude toward them. 1 
would like to think that this attitude is caused more by igno- 
rance of our connec- ------------- 
tions with India, 
both past and pre- 

At a time when 
ethnic and religious 
ЕТ e En QUE MUROS NER 
lence are on the rise, there is a need to affirm relations be- 
tween cultures of nations. Filipinos cannot ignore India, not : 
only because of its growing economic and political influence, 
but because we have ties—albeit limited—in the past and we 
now share common issues as former colonies of English- 
speaking empires, and as democracies in Asia whose biggest 
challenge is reducing poverty. Awareness of these connec- 
tions from both sides is a way to work together toward a mu- 
tually beneficial future. 

Indologist Juan Francisco argued that pre-colonial Phili 
pines had remote links with Hindu-Buddhist cultures; in 
contrast, some Southeast Asian countries like Burma, Cam- 
bodia, Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand had greater contact 
with ancient India because of their proximity. Citing Francis- 
со, anthropologist Fernando Zialcita, pointed out that Hindu 
and Buddhist influence in the Philippines filtered through 
the Sri Vijaya empire (650-1377 A.D.) of present-day Suma- 
tra (Indonesia) to Mindanao and the Visayan islands. Mar- 
itime trade and traffic facilitated the exchange of goods and 
ideas between the peoples of the Vijaya empire and our is- 
lands. In 1987, Francisco reviewed theories and evidence 
that suggested Hindu-Buddhist influence іп pre-colonial 
Philippines. These included language, folklore, scripts and 
artifacts. 

Artifacts relating to Hindu influences are scant. Francisco 
mentioned only five in his review: the Golden Tara of Agusan 
(either a female deity or a queen of one of the Buddhas) 
found by the bank of the Wawa river after a flood in 1917; 
the Clay Votive Tablet (with traces of a lotus, an icon associ- 
ated with Hinduism) dug in a 14th-15th century graveyard 
in Calatagan, Batangas; the Bronze Avalokitesvara (a Bod- 
dhisattva in the Buddhist pantheon) and the Bronze Ganesa 
(Hindu god with an elephant head) from Isla Puting Bato in 
‘Tondo, Manila; and the Golden Garuda (a divine bird and ve- 
hicle of the Hindu god Vishnu). Francisco, however, cau- 
tioned that these findings still do not indicate strong e 
dence of the prevalence and practice of Hinduism in the is- 
lands during pre-colonial times. 

Filipino words of Sanskrit origin, however, give а clearer 
example of the Hindu influence. Franeisco observed that the 
range of these words included in our languages is broad. To 
name a few: onion is lasuna in Посапо, lasun in Sanskrit; 
face is mukha in Filipino, and Sanskrits mukha means 
mouth, face or countenance; silk is sutra in Tausog, and San- 
skrit’s sutra means thread or string. During a two-year stay in 
Delhi, I learned Hindi verbs and adjectives that were very fa- 
miliar: likhain both Tagalog and Hindi means "to write"; and 
dukha in Filipino means "poor" or "destitute," in Hindi, іс 

Early this year the Rizal Library of the Ateneo de Manila. 
University mounted an exhibit of ancient Filipino language 
and scripts based on the works of Trinidad H. Pardo de 
Tavera (1857-1925), a Filipino scholar and statesman. His 
well-cited work “El Sancrito en la lengua Tagalog" (1887), 
also consulted by Juan Francisco, listed and defined Tagalog. 
words that were borrowed from Sanskrit. Comparing Chi- 
nese and Sanskrit “loan” words, Pardo de Tavera noted that 
“while Chinese influence on Tagalog is apparent in the vo- 
cabulary of food and commerce, it is not evident іп. political, 
religious and intellectual life .... Sanskrit words adopted into 
‘Tagalog are those signifying intellectual acts, moral opera- 
tions, passions, superstitions, names of deities, planets, high 
er numerals, botany, war and its outcomes and vicissitudes.” 
One could not help but think of the following words: aral, 
mahal, budhi, mamaya, asa, hari, bahagi, etc. If language is 
constitutive of culture and shapes our ways of thinking and 
feeling, perhaps it would be safe to assume that sharing with. 
the Indians the same words that refer to the metaphysical 
can possibly spark a connection. 

Looking again at our histories, the colonization of the 
Philippines by the United States and of India by the United 
Xingdom— notwithstanding its adverse consequences—ac- 
tually brought our nations closer. This connection is through 
а foreign language that we share—English. Our knowledge 
of English has provided more job opportunities in the service 
sector like business process outsourcing (BPOs or call cen- 
ters), where our countries compete and recently comple- 
ment each other's strengths and limitations, to (ironically) 
service UK and US companies. India has the vast manpower 
and infrastructure; while we have the special skills and 
knowledge (e.g., accounting processes) that directly cater to. 
US companies, a big chunk of BPO market. As early as 2005, 
Indian companies, through the efforts of the Philippine 
diplomatic mission in New Delhi, have been setting up joint 
ventures with Filipino companies. 

Our connections now even go beyond trade. As both pio- 
neer democracies in Asia, we also have much to share about 
governance and poverty alleviation. Filipinos could learn 
from the maturity of India’s party system and the indepen- 
dence and efficiency of its election commission. Indians have 
developed their own electronic voting machines that have 
ensured the credibility of their elections. The general elec- 
tions of 2004 attested that Indian voters have the power to 
change governments. By installing a coalition with a secular 
and pro-poor platform into power and removing a hugely 
middle-class supported Right-wing coalition, Indian voters 
proved that democracy is the rule of the majority. Conversely, 
India could learn from Gawad Kalinga, a housing project for 
the homeless and displaced, which has demonstrated how 
collaboration between different sectors (business, local gov- 
ernment, church) in society and active citizenship could im- 
prove the lives of the poor. 

While our connection with India іп the past seems ге- 
mote, our present circumstances suggest many opportuni- 
ties to work together in addressing common issues develop- 
ing countries like ours face, such as improving trade and 
the plight of the poor through good governance and citi- 
zens’ participation. Indeed, there has to be a future with In- 
dia. 
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Crackdown in 


ROTESTS IN BURMA BEGAN IN MID-AUGUST WHEN THE MILITARY JUNTA RAISED FUEL PRICES THAT JACKED UP 
the cost of basic commodities. Inspired by thousands of monks who poured into the streets, the protests grew and spread 
across the country. On Sept. 26, some 100,000 people marched through Rangoon, the country's biggest city and former 
Gipital. They were demanding the lowering of consumer prices, release of Aung San Suu Kyi and other political prisoners, and 


national reconciliation. 


Rejecting the demands, the junta mounted a violent crackdown. Monasteries were raided and hundreds of monks were arres- 
ted. In the Sept. 26-27 crackdown alone, more than 200 people died and nearly 6,000 were detained, according to dissident 
groups. The junta says 10 people were killed and 2, 100 were detained. 

The world was outraged. Rallies were staged in Asian, European and North American cities and some leaders called for fresh sanctions 
against the Burmese regime. Other measures may have to be taken to help the Burmese people gain freedom from the military junta. Ed 


(Editor's Note: Following isa first-hand account of a Filipino who was in Rangoon dur- 
ing the violent dispersal of Buddhist monks and other prodemocracy activists by the 
Burmese military. The author is using a pseudonym for security reasons.) 


By B. Drohi 


Burma last month for what was supposed to be a month-long stay. I 


I T WAS A SUNDAY AFTERNOON WHEN I ARRIVED IN RANGOON, 


knew back then that a protest movement was on the rise in the mili- 
tary-ruled country, spurred by a sharp increase in fuel prices last August. 
That was one of the reasons that got me excited about the trip. Little did I 
know that things would become much worse than what I had hoped for. 


1 left my loved ones in the Philippines, 
saying that 1 was going to Burma to do 
some “soul-searching” and to engage in a 
time of “self-discovery and reflection." Ac- 
tually, I just wanted to see the place. and 
find out about life there. Having talked to 
a relative who recently visited the Golden 
land, and seeing how much he has 
changed since the trip, it was easy to come 
to a decision when the opportunity to go 
there presented itself 

Rangoon is a beautiful place, with 
abundant trees and large parks. Sure, a lot 
of the buildings are dilapidated and the 
cars and taxis look at least 30 years old, 
but the city still has a certain charm that I 
cannot put into words. Its kind of like 
traveling back in time to a land where 
people in colorful tie-dye shirts and huge 
peace sign pendants could have lived in. 


Traditional garment 

But in Rangoon people are mostly in 
lofgyi, the traditional skirtlike gar- 
ment worn by men and women alike. 
Only around 10 percent wear trousers 
The Burmese look a lot like Filipinos, 
and it is very easy to be mistaken for a. 
local when you are there. And they 
seem to be a content people. Theirs is a 
very kind race, always ready to greet 
you with a smile. 

The first few days of my stay was 
marked by continuous rains, which pre- 
vented me from going out and explo- 
ring the city. I was able to go out only a 
couple of times to have dinner and get 
some groceries 

Near the end of my first week in the 
country the weather cleared a bit, and I 


* was able to take a walk up to nearby In- 


ya Lake, the largest lake in Rangoon. On 
the way there, I passed by a part of Ran- 
goon University. Once a hotbed of stu- 
dent protests, the university has been 
shut down by the government since the 
1990s for fear of a repeat of the massive 
uprising in 1988. 

А Filipino, who resided іп Rangoon, 
told me that it was about four times the 


size of UP Diliman. It used to be 
known as one of the the most presti- 
gious universities in Southeast Asia 
іп the 1950s, attracting students 
from ай over the region. Now, itis nothing 
more than a cluster of mossy buildings 
while undergraduates get their degrees 
even without leaving their houses 
through distance education programs. 

My first Catholic Mass outside the 
Philippines came on my second Sundan 
there. That morning, talk of a long line of 
protesting monks marching on the streets 
of downtown Rangoon was spreading 
‘Apparently, they were demanding an ap 
logy from the government for killing one 
of their own ina protest action against fuel 
price increases earlier that month. 

The following day would mark what 
would probably be the most awesome 
thing I saw during my stay in Burma. О: 
the way home from the grocery store, | 
ran into a group of about 500 marchir 
monks near Shwedagon Pagoda, which 
was considered the holiest temple in all 
of Burma. I was inside a taxi, and it took 
quite some time until I saw the end 
that line. And I thought that was hug: 


Massive rally 

1t was only the next day that I found 
ош about a gathering of about 100,000 
civilians in downtown Rangoon, cailing 
for an end to the 45-year military dicta 
torship. On that day, too, I saw soldiers 
blocking the road to the house of the 
National League of Democracy leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi 

Shwedagon Pagoda, which was 
about a 25-minute walk from where 1 
stayed, was the one place I had hoped 
to see while I was in Rangoon. Sadly, 1 
was never able to do so. When the 
weather allowed me a trip to the place, 
the authorities didn't. They closed it 
down because it was where protesters 
gathered before marching downtown. 

Later that week, all hell broke loose. 
Soldiers opened ‘fire on protesters, 
killing 10, according to the state media, 


but dissidents put the number of deaths 
in the hundreds. Witnesses of the vio- 
lent dispersal said the bodies were im- 
mediately dragged off so it was impos- 
sible to come up with an exact number 
of casualties. Later, it was found out 
that the bodies were burned (some 
were said to be still alive) so as to leave 
no trace of the protesters. 

Another Burmese I talked to said that a 
relative of hers saw yet another abhorrent 
act by the authorities in Shwedagon Pago- 
da the day before soldiers shot ас 


She said security forces at 
nks there that 
they may sit down and express their 
grievance When the 
monks did, th bea 
ting 


the pagoda told the m 
peacefully 


eek, the mili- 


propaganda 
m the Internet. 1 remem: 
а headline in that 


nd a few 
paper that 
said the rece wer 
ted by West 
of national 
New 

At least, I 


instig 
and stability 
allir 


1 have taken to 


plight of rhe Burmese people. who have 


zely ignored since the last ma 
Burma is а country abundant in natu 
ral resources, from ой to timber to pre- 
cious stones. Yet some have dubbed it 
“the Africa of Asia" because of 
widespread poverty. Thirty percent of 
the population lives below the poverty 
line. Most people live on less than $1 а 
day. This continues to happen while 
neighboring countries like China benefit 
from the country's natural resources. 


Senior General Than Shwe, 74 Head ofthe State Peace and Development Council 


Born in central Bi 


in February 1933, 


General Than Shy 


worked as а postal 
clerk before joining the 
army їп 1953. He rose 
through the ranks to 


become military 
supremo with th 


urma cial title “Senior Gen- 
eral” in 1992 after his 
predecessor, General 
Saw Maung, retired 
tor health reasons. 

A firm hardliner 
and nationalist, he is 
vehemently opposed 
to negotiations with 


we 


e of 


the democracy 
movement led by 
Aung San Suu Kyi 
and is said to despise 
her with such 
passion that his aides 
are forbidden to 
mention her name іп 
his presence. 


His image tooka 
blow last year when a 
video footage of an 
extravagant wedding 
for his daughter 
raised questions. 
about the lifestyles of 
military rulers in the. 
country. 


Deputy Senior General Maung Aye, 69 те мо. 2in the junta 


His reputation is more — rebels. 
ruthless than General 


Than Shwe's, pre 


because he has more 
combat experience 
from fighting ethnic 


Stories abound 
that the two leaders 
are more rivals than 
friends. But one 
thing they have in 


'bably 


Aung San Suu Kyi, 62 Leader ofthe National League for Democracy 


Her supporters call her 
"The Lady" and regard. 
her with a reverence 
thatthe regime has 
never been able to 
reduce, despite regular- 
ly denouncing her as а 
tool of foreign powers. 


Buddhist clergy 


Buddhist monks are 
widely respected in 
Burma and have а 
long history of 
joining the country's 
political struggles, 
from the fight against 
British colonial rule 


dence hero. She 


uprising in 198 
by the junta. 


Aung San Suu Kyi is 
the daughter of Gener- 
al Aung San, Burma's 

assassinated indepen- 


entered politics in 
1988 and was put. 
under house arrest оп 


to the prodemocracy 
which was crushed 


‘Burma's monks 
form the only institu- 
tion of comparable 
size and organization 


July 20, 1989. 
in 1990, the junta. 
called for a general elec- 
tion in which her party, 
the National League for 
Democracy, won deci- 
sively. The results were 
nulifed, and the military 


power. 


tothe army. 

8 Ordination as а 
monk, at least for a. 
short period, is a reli- 
gious duty for young 
men and a way for 
them to honor the sac- 
rifices of their parents. 


common isa 
loathing for Aung 
San Suu Kyi. беп 
Maung Aye is be- 
lieved to have been 
behind the 2003 at- 


tack on Suu Kyi's 
convoy when she 
was making a politi- 
cal trip to northern 
Burma from which. 
she barely escaped. 


refused to hand over 


She is the world's on- 
ly detained Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate, having 
spent 12 of the past 18 
years in various forms 
of custody. 


In the latest. 
protest, a group call- 
ing itself the All Bur- 
ma Monks Alliance 
has come out openly 
to challenge the rul- 
ing junta. Asia News 
Network 


Pace DESIGN E 


The video of the wedding of Senior 
General Than Shwe's daughter, which 
can be viewed on the Internet, shows the 
bride lavishly decorated in diamonds 
and gemstones and receiving gifts that 
reportedly amounted to a whopping $50 
million. Yet the government spends 
nearly nothing on health care and social 
services. They spend less than $3 on 
health care per person per year, when 
according to experts, the ideal amount is. 
$40. One out of every 10 children living 
іп Burma will never live to see his or her 
fifth birthday. 


Forced labor 

Forced labor is rampant in Burma. 
Men are forced to work on roads and in- 
frastructure for more than 10 hours а. 
day for nothing more than meal money. 
Child trafficking and prostitution are 
also a big problem in the country. 

Press freedom is nonexistent in Bur- 
та. All the newspapers and radio and 
television stations are controlled by the 
government. To add to that, public Inter- 
net access is screened. Users are prevent- 
ed from accessing free e-mail services as 
well as international news agency web- 
sites like CNN and BBC. Itis true that you. 
can find out more about events in Burma. 
when you are outside the country. 

‘And, of course, human rights abuse is 
nothing new in Burma. People, inclu- 
ding monks, have been either beaten up 
orkilled for peacefully fighting for their 
rights. 

Тһе situation may have calmed down 
in Rangoon, and Burma isn't the news 
anymore these past few days. But now is 
not the time to forget about the atrocities 
of the military junta against its own peo- 
ple. Now is the time to continue to apply 
pressure on them. Their actions are un- 
necessary and unacceptable. Тһе 
protesters were only armed with banners; 
the monks didn't even have footwear. 

This is also a time to pressure coun- 
tries like China who continue to rely on 
Burma for access to valuable natural re- 
sources. All this time, China has turned a 
blind eye to the violent acts of the junta. 
because it benefits while the junta stays 
in power. Ifa boycott of the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics is what is needed for China to 

urine about the situation, then by 
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BUDDHIST MONKS 
staged protest marches 
inatleast two cities, 
including Rangoon and 
Sittwe, in Burma on 
Sept. 18, the daya 
reported re 
boycott of members of 
the ruling military junta 
and their associates 
was due to start. але 


Naypyidaw 
Rangoon (Yangon) 
Military junta 

135. The Burmese 
are the dominant 
‘group, accounting 
tor 68 percent 

of the population 
678,500 sq km 

56.5 million (2006) 
$1,800 (2006) 
Buddhist 89%, 
Christian 4%, 
Muslim 4%, animist 
1%, other 2% 
89.9% 


Largest city: 
Government: 
‘Number of 
ethnic groups: 


Total area: 
Population: 
GDP per capita: 
Religion: 


Literacy: 
Гс 


all means do it. 

It is really frustrating to think that a 
country as rich as Burma has to suffer like 
this from a handful of greedy despots. 
Had their natural resources been handled 
better, they could have easily been more 
developed than their neighbors. Тһе 
Burmese people have gone through 
enough hardships. And they do not de- 
serve the treatment they are getting. This 
has to end now 
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Stock market pays for experts, amateurs 


From page Al 


a market trending upward], you can easily 
double or triple your money,” he said. 

Go was able to repair portions of the fam- 
ily home and is also saving some of his prof- 
its for his dream wedding. 

The profits racked up by Dytoc, 38, an- 
other former stockbroker, have risen 50 
percent from the beginning of the year. He 
is using a large chunk of these to build a 
fund for his two daughters and plowing the 
rest into a bakery business. 

“There are a lot of opportunities іл the mar- 
ket. You just need the right tools, the right 
knowledge and good timing,” said Dytoc. 


Specialist knowledge 

Со and Dytoc's tools of the trade are pri- 
marily stock charts. They spend hours look- 
ing at charts to spot particular issues that 
they can buy When a stock they bought hits 
their target price, they sell at a profit and 
move on to another stock. 

‘Another secret weapon is their specialist 
knowledge of “technical analysis" of the fi- 
nancial markets. 

‘Technical analysis consists in the study of 
past stock prices, manifested in stock 
charts, to spot major trends and anticipate 
upward movements in certain stocks. 
Based on the patterns made, they choose 
which stock to buy and at what price and 
when to sell for a profit. 

This is opposed to the “fundamental 
analysis" of the market which gives prima- 
cy to the value of a company relative to its 
current stock price. If the value is high and 
the market price is low at any point, adher- 
ents of fundamentals believe that is a good 
time to buy. 

Go and Dytoc eschew “fundamentals” 
when they trade in stocks. 

"You need to be adept in accounting and 
finance to crunch the numbers needed for 
fundamental analysis. And when you are 
done with your computations, the stock has 
already moved,” said Dytoc. 

Both Go and Dytoc believe that anyone 
can learn to trade using technical analysis 
and make a profit, or at least make sure 
they don't lose all their money. 

"Trading the stock market isn't that difficult. 
Tes not rocket science. You just need a plan 
and you need to stick to your plan,” Go said. 


Ordinary mortals 

Indeed, the bull market has made instant big 
shots of ordinary investors who may not have 
the specialist knowledge of Go and Dytoc. 

Claire, 50, of Bulacan, recalls scoring her 
first win in 1993 when-she-bought and sold 
stocks of Benpres Holdings Corp; a compa- 
ny in the Lopez group which i$ &igaged in 
power generation and distribution, broad- 
casting, telecommunications and infras- 


Suu Kyi is her 


From page A8 


In one beach town, she was so hot and 
tired, she thought it would be nice to go 
swimming, and her staff tried to get a little 
privacy for her by asking people to please 
leave the yard of the house in which she 
‘was staying. 


Loss of private life 

They did, but only to squat outside the 
garden, lining the path leading to the beach, 

In the end, she was unable to swim. For- 
tunately, there was no moon, so late at 
night, she managed to go for a walk with- 
out being followed. 

In the Kayah state, a Christian band of old 
men escorted her into a town, marching 
slowly down the street to the tune of “Hall to 
the Chief” played none too competently. And 
she had to march in step behind them, which 
for someone used to taking brisk strides, was 
extremely awkward. 

Itis perhaps this loss of her private life that 
has made her wary of discussing her personal 
affairs with the press. She must want to 
guard from prying eyes what little is left. 

So back to politics. 

Is she optimistic about the elections? 

Ап ironic note becomes apparent. “It is 
difficult to see how ‘fair and free’ they can 
be, It is difficult to talk to the government 
about anything.” 

"When I was going to the Irrawaddy Divi- 
sion, I asked to speak to the secretary of the 
Law and Order Restoration Council, because 
we had anticipated that the local official would 
react in exactly the way that he reacted.” 

She is referring to a trip which she took 
early January to campaign for the NLD, the 
party of which she is secretary general. Sev- 
eral party members were harassed; some 
were arrested. After she had left, some 
houses of members and sympathizers mys- 
teriously caught fire, 

“But he refused to talk to me, saying that 
he couldn't be expected to talk to all the peo- 
ple from all the political parties,” she says. 

“1 thought that was not very statesman- 
like of him. Where the government refuses 
to meet with opposition leaders, how can 
we be sure of anything? This inability to 
carry on a dialogue is a great pity. 

“During my mothers funeral, we liaised 
with them, and everything was peaceful. I feel 
sorry that the government did not take that as 
proof that the opposition is very reasonable. 

“We managed to keep the students from 
turning it into a political event. If they had 
talked with us about our trip to the Ir- 


tructure development. 

‘The period from 1993 to 1997 before the 
Asian financial crisis struck, is remembered 
for the economic reforms and burgeoning 
property sector that supported a stock mar- 
ket bull run. 

Claire, a chief accountant at a major pa- 
per firm at the time, bought Benpres at the 
initial public offer (IPO) price of P3, which 
after a few days shot up to P12 apiece. She 
sold at P10 and celebrated her birthday 
with a trip to Singapore with her mother. 

Encouraged by her gains, Claire was later 
lured to speculative mining stocks that 
earned her the monicker “garbage queen.” 

“I was holding mining stocks whose 
prices would increase by 50 percent in 15 
minutes which earned me a quick 
P35,000,” she said. 

Speculative stocks rise fast on rumors 
that, say they will hit certain price аға par- 
ticular point. Mining stocks fall under this 
category since investors bet on them on the 
promise of earnings from future production. 

Between 1993 and 1997, Claire bought 
shares of manufacturing firm Global Equi- 
ties Inc., which recently converted into а 
mining venture, Geograce Resources Phils. 

Just after the May elections, the stock 
market started to rise and with it another 
opportunity for Claire to earn big. 

‘She had all but forgotten about her Geograce 
shares when she gota text from her broker. 

“The broker said I was entitled to stock 
rights [or the right to subscribe to more 
shares in a publicly listed company] but 
since they couldn't get in touch with me the 
broker sold my shares. I gained more than 
P1 million from that sale. My only invest- 
ment in Geo was about P70,000 in the 
1990s," Claire said. 

Her gains from stock investments altered. 
Claire's Ме dramatically. They funded vaca- 
tions in the US, partly paid for a house and 
lotin Bulacan and a condominium in the US, 
a5 wellasthe acquisition of agricultural land. 
and several real-estate foreclosed assets 
here. She resigned from her job in 2001 and 
is on the way to a comfortable retirement. 

Jerry Angping, now a successful stock- 
broker, made his first million from the mar- 
ket in 1975 when he was only 21 and just. 
graduated from college. He was able to buy 
а house in an exclusive village. Subsequent. 
profits partly funded Angping's post-gradu- 
atestudies at Harvard. 

Reena, 30, of Quezon City has also made 
а modest fortune from her Philippine Long 
Distance Telephone Co. (PLDT) stocks 
which she bought at P300 a share in 2002 
and later sold at P950. 


Greed burns 

Her winnings were able to partly pay for 
her purchase of "Pumpkin," the name she 
gave her orange Toyota Vios. 


father's ... 


rawaddy Division, problems could have 
been avoided," 

About 100,000 people, among them 
some ambassadors and UN chiefs of mis- 
sion, attended the funeral of Aung San's 
widow on Jan. 2. It was organized by the 
NLD, and policed by students, And though 
many had expected it to turn into a violent, 
antigovernment demonstration, it didn’t. 


Democracy 

Do the people really understand what 
the struggle is for—farmers, fishermen, 
small shopkeepers? Do they know what 
"democracy" means? 

“I ask them that. I ask them what they 
want. They say that they want democracy, 
Then Task them if they know what the word 
means, They tell me it is the right to be al- 
lowed to live their lives their own way. That 
is what democracy means for most 
Burmese people—freedom. And I think 
that fora start, that's not so bad." 

How does she assess the prospects for 
democracy in her country? 

Her response is immediate, confident: “I 
think they are good. This does not mean 
that I think it will be easy. But perhaps it's 
just as well that we do not get it so easily. 
‘We will have to work hard, and go through 
much difficulty. But we will get it. 1 do not 
see how we can possibly not get it.” 

We ask whether by “difficulty” she means 
having to fight for it with arms. 

She shakes her head. "No. Violence is not. 
necessarily the most difficult way. Of 
course, death is painful. And we must be 
willing to face it. But sometimes, the sus- 
tained struggle, the coping within а very ге- 
stricted situation, the economic con- 
straints, the enduring—these are more dif- 
ficult than doing battle in the streets.” 


Ifyou want it... 

Aung San Suu Kyi mentions the fact that 
her party has no steady source of funds. Nor 
do any of the others, we suppose. People 
contribute what they can. And the party 
raises some funds by selling leaflets, copies 
of her speeches, etc. 

“But even then, I feel we will get what we 
want. And sooner rather than later. The strug- 
gle will not be as long as some people fear?" 

Does she ever consider the possibility that 
the people will lose? After all, it does happen. 

“People ask me: Will we get democracy? I 
tell them: It is up to you; if you wantit hard 
enough, you will get it. I think they do want 
it. We all want it. So,” the smile flashes, 
lighting up her face, "we will not lose." 


Reena's strategy adheres to the stock 
market saying that bulls and bears can 
make money in the market but pigs, a sym- 
bol of greed, get slaughtered, 

Reena is a long-term investor, she does not 
sell right away when the price moves up. 

“Pil only liquidate when I need the mon- 
ey or when I hear that the market will go 
down. If its a temporary decline, ГІ hold 
on toit," Reena said. 

Claire said many players get “burned” 
because of greed by buying stocks worth 
more than they can afford, called playing 
on margin accounts, thereby ending up 
heavily in debt. 

"ff the stock market reaches an all-time 
high, its time to sell. Or it might correct and 
break another all-time high. It means the blue. 
chips are gaining and you have to look for sec- 
ond-liners which have not yet gone up. You 
сап also look for speculative shares which are. 
already above their par values,” she said. 

Go and Dytoc, who two years ago started 
teaching technical analysis to interested 
traders asa way of giving back, say that greed 
and hope are powerful emotions that one 
needs to control when playing the market. 

‘They have seen traders hold on to stocks 
hoping their profits would increase, only to 
see their profits wiped out when the market 
turned. 

Despite the stock 
markets breaching 
all-time highs re- 
cently, some lament 
that only a small 
share of the popula- 
tion is able to profit 
from it. 

According to Asian 
Development Bank 
2005 data, only 
600,000, or roughly 
07 percent of the 
country’s 87 million 
population, invest in 
the stock market. 

The PSE has said 
it will intensify its 
education campaign 
to entice more local 
investors into the 
market. 

Go notes that 
most market players 
come from the A 
and B classes. 

"We should be 
penetrating the C 
class. Can you imag- 
ine how vibrant our 
market would be if 
taxi drivers, tricycle 
drivers and market 
vendors join in?” he 
said. 
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Alternative learning for Ata-Manobo kids 


By Jeffrey M. Tupas children to go to school. A The centers primarily aim to those fortunate enough to be lit- 
Talaingod, Davao del Norte Diana Mandarawon had to teach the children how to write, erate are pursued by their neigh- 
wake up at 3 in the moming and ,,, Tead and do simple mathematics. bors and relatives to teach their 
THE BROWNISH-GREEN СО. walk for at least three hours so as > Because the communitysituation children," the Sagip paper said. 
gon grasses covering the hills of not to miss the 7 a.m. flag ceremo- ENON is considered, the pupils аге also Тһе parents supported their 
Sitio Dulyan in Barangay Palma ny at school in Dulyan. е exposed to food production children's education by sending 
Gil, Talaingod, Davao del Norte, Тһе 12year-old girl is from es. AR JF ure through sustainable agriculture. rice and yam to the teachers, 
swayed into a frenzy. Sitio Tambuko, the farthest village 4 g A study conducted by Sagipin even when supply of the crops 
From afar, the faintwhirofa from Dulyan, and goes to school қ я х the interior areas of Talaingodin  waslow,itsaid. 
chainsaw became obvious when with only a balon (provision) of >, 2005 found that more than 90 Lolit Casagda, literacy and 
the chorus dropped its volume. cassava, sweet potato or banana. percent of the lumad children numeracy regional program co- 
Squeezed on the makeshift p t had never been to school. ordinator of Sagip, said the de- 
stage, the Ata-Manobo children Мо food, pencil, paper Ata-Manobo children, accord- nuded mountains had forced 
took tums in impressing their Her cousin, Gina, who does ing to one of its papers, benefited the lumad to confront scarce 
teacher and a few adults with пос know her exact age (proba- from the literacy program of the food and clean water. 
their merry exchanges. bly a year younger), does not -À people-initiatited Kahugpungansa Тһе children are also taught 
‘The innocent voices showed пог even have a balon, ог a pencil mga Lumad alang sa Kalambuan what crops must be planted and 
a taint of anger, even as they bel- and paper. But she is not easily EN (Indigenous People's Unity for De- grown for their food and survival. 
lowed many times what seemed discouraged; she can still use p “А velopment in the early 1990s. “The teachers give lectures on 
tobe the angriest songevertaught the free spaces of her old notes, t The program was stopped agriculture and food production 
them—a parody ofan original Ce- а “better” condition than other ^... « 3€ when the Ata-Manobo people and this is coupled with farm 
buano novelty song “Pakitong-ki- pupils who practice writing is 2 rose against the giant logger Al- demonstration. Literacy and nu- 
tong” that speaks much of their theirnameson banana leaves. % и б cantara and Sons (Alsons), one of тегасу wil not be sustained 
experiences as an indigenous peo- Diana and Gina agree that Ж T ^ the companies that applied for an without the actual activities in the 
ple forced to the limic by a form of they are "lucky" they have not “5 „ыы Y z integrated forest management school farms,” she said. 
development that stripped them passed out yet during flag cere- THESE Ata-Manobo children only want to learn to read, writeand agreement permit for the more Тһе pupils are also taught how 
oftheirrighttotheir ancestralland monies unlike other girls from count money so that the Bisaya will no longer cheat them. mantes than 45,000 hectares of indige- to take care of the environment 
and “lumad” identity neighboring villages who come nous peoples’ land in Talaingod. or to preserve what is left of it by 
Repeatedly, they sang, albeit with empty stomachs. Inc, was opened as a formal firstwasputupinSitioNalubas,a Alsons is owned by Paul big-time logging operations. 
“happily”: "Tong, tong, tong, tong Diana said she did not mind leaming institution recognized vilage that can only bereached in Dominguez, former Presiden- 1. 5 
pakitong-kitong, dakong bukidsa the long walks because she did by the Department of Educa- 10һошв by foot from Dulyan. tial Assistant for Mindanao. Its Right to education 
Mindanaw, gibungkag sa mga notwanttomissthelessons. боп. It had been run for two Тһе other centers are in the timber licensing agreement ex- Marvin Tohonon, 27, a lumad 
langyaw ... gikuha ang bulawan, Asked why she wanted to goto years as a community-based interior villages of Saso, Inaloy, pired іп 1986, almost 20 years teacher based in Nalubas, said the 
ang lumad. natabunan (Big school, she said: “For us to under- learning facility, catering to the Basagan, Pong-Pong, Tibukag, of practically stripping Talain- peoples interest to learn was be- 
mountains of Mindanao, de- stand thelowlanders, the Bisaya.” academicneeds not only of chil- Nasilaban, and Bagang. god's mountains of trees. yond question. What is only lack- 
stroyed by the migrants or for- Asked further about whatshe dren but also of adults. At least 147 lumad children Тһе company allegedly en- ing are school facilities, books and 
eign invaders ... they took away wanted to learn, the dark- Ас least 56 pupils are in benefit from the learning cen- сгоасһей оп Ata-Monobo an- other supplies, and well-trained 
the gold and buried us all." skinned girl said, “So they сап Grade 1, the oldest being a 14- ters, which were initiated bythe cestral land, infuriating the el- and formal educators, he said. 
= no longer cheat us." year-old girl. mongovernment Solidarity Ac- ders who waged a bloody pan- Тоһопоп, who was fortunate to 
Bloody history Unlike her outspoken cousin, Вис for them to complete their tion Group for Indigenous Peo- gayaw (tribal war) that eventu- have finished his elementary edu- 
Each line might as well have Gina said she had wanted tobe- elementary education, they must ple (Sagip). ally forced it to leave. cation although not on time, said 
ended in exclamation points, but come a doctor, apparently in- go to Barangay Sto. Nio—a Тһе unique thing about the i Á that for so many years, the people 
perhaps the singers were stil 00 spired by a physician who re- walk ofabout 20 kilometersfrom schools is the integration of Alternative education had been deprived of the right to 
young to learn and understand cently visited her community the village or a motorcycle ride training with the needs and situ- “Тһе alternative education basic education, for which they 
the tragedies of the past to per- after many months. costing P600 per person. ation of the villagers. Their cur- given to the lumad was affected had been taken advantage of. Asa 
form a heartfelt rendition. It was only in June that the In 2004, community learning ricula сапу the basic principles when the resistance against the community teacher, he receives a 
The remnants are evidentin school in Dulyan, called the centerswerealsoestablished, par- of makinasudnon (patriotic), logging company broke. The P1,000 monthly allowance from 
the people and the village, and Salupongan Ta Tanu Igkanugon alleled by a series of training ses- makamasa (propeople) and Ata, however, donotlacktheen- the Rural Missionaries of the 
articulated by the desire of ће Community Learning Center sions for community teachers. The siyentipiko (scientific), or MMS. thusiasm to learn. Many a time, Philippines. 
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Fraud surfaces again in coming polls 


PIKIT, NORTH COTABATO—AN 11-YEAR-OLD 
child said she was made to register last Aug. 27, 
along with several other minors and older indi- 
viduals, as voters for the coming Sangguniang Ka- 
bataan elections in five riverside villages here. 


‘Ana (not her real name) said, Inguinen her copy of the regis- 
like the other minors and older tration sheet, in which was list- 
residents, she was not required toed 39 voters born in February or 
show her birth certificate because March 1991. 
armed men were on dose watch She said a barangay of 600 
over the registration proceedings, households with 40 percent of 
which were manned only by a couples in reproductive age 
few scared barangay teachers. could not produce 39 babies in 
опе year in a span of one month. 
Threats 


Ana's case was ventilated by Other side of the fence 
а group of teenagers, who Salis group also informed 
‘wrote the Parish Pastoral Coun- peace negotiators that some 
cil for Responsible Voting under “politicized dissidents" had warned 
the Archdiocese of Cotabato. them not to go home, either to run 
The group said some high for the youth council or to even 
school voters were also threat- cast their vote on election day. 
ened by armed men against par- — "(Government) officials and 
ticipating in the village and parties to the peace negotiation 
youth council elections. should be on guard over 
Mohali Salik, one ofthe 12sig- threats, warning high school 
natories of the Oct. 9 letter, later youths against returning from 
told the Inquirer that the war- their schools to their (resi- 
devastated villages of Rajamuda, dence) barangays to freely ex- 
Baguinged, Bulook, Barongis press their will in voting for 
and Kabasalan, were hardly their candidates or be voted for 
TWO MEN pn by hy para ballot boxes at the Comelec’s warehouse near UN Avenue, Manila. The country will have its barangay ready for the village elections, (as bets themselves) in the com: 
elections on Oct. 29. razor because of the threat of violence їп SK election,” the letter said. 
escalating during election day. The high school students also 


No funds allotted for Oct. 29 elections “ее, rd ый, Comann, de 


Participating in the elections, Commissionon Elections and the 
he said, was “very risky” offices of Mayor Sumulong Sul- 
TACLOBAN CITY—ONIY TWO ment units in the region to set munist Party of the Philippines Civil Relations Group. A public school teacher here tan, and of Gov. Jesus Sacdalan 
weeks are left before the baran- aside their counterpart fund for would support candidates in at ^ Thethreebarangsysareallin confirmed that only relatives of and Vice Gov. Emmanuel Piñol. 
gay and Sangguniang Kabataan the Oct. 29 barangay-SKelections. least 20 barangays in Cebu and the towns of mid-north Cebu, armed men who were calling Because of fear, the students 
elections but the city govern- Тһе local government units’ Bohol provinces. Lasangue added. the shots in those areas would said they wanted the voting 
ment has yet to allocate funds share in the expenses ofthe two Threeofthe20barangaysare “Іп due time, we will divulge agree to be assigned there as clustered from the five Moro vil- 
for the exercises. elections would be used for the іп Cebu, while 17 others are іп thespecificareasand the names members of the board of elec- lages into the village hall of 
‘Under its current budget, the honorarium and the traveling Bohol, said Lt. Col. Oscar of these candidates,” Lasangue tions inspectors. Barangay Gli-Gli, a Visayan- 
Tacloban City government has expenses of those who sit as Lasangue, group commander of said. JoeyA.Gabietawithare- _ Theteacher, who askednotto dominated village here, which 
allocated P200,000 for the members of the board of elec- the Armed Forces of the Philip. port from Jhunnex Napalla be identified because her life Moro guerrillas attacked in 
‘Commission on Elections (Сот- tions inspectors. pines Central Command 3rd сал, Inquirer Visayas would be in danger, showed the 1989. Inquirer Mindanao 
elec) office in the city, said city 
treasurer Edgardo Macion. Budget request 
However, Macion said this City elections officer Ma. 
amount represents the usual fi- Corazon Montallana has asked 
nancial assistance to the Com- Mayor Alfred Romualdez and 
elec-Tacloban office and would members of the city council for 
be used for its operations, not over P300,000 to be used in the 
forthe elections. Oct. 29 elections. 
Macion said that the city gov- However, the city officials 
ernment did not allot апу mon- have yet to act on her request, 
ey for the joint elections be- made last month. 
cause they were not sure they Romualdez said the city gov- 
would push through. ernment would honor its obli- 
gation and he would instruct 
Postponement the city’s budget officials to 
The House of Representatives identify the source of funds. 
passed a ЫШ calling for the post- Опсе the source of funds was 
ponementofthe barangayandSK identified, Romualdez said, he 
elections, а move later supported would ask the Tacloban city 
byMalacafiang but the billdid not council to pass a supplemental 
get the Senate's support. The budget for this purpose. 
barangay and SK elections have Тһе city treasurer’ office had 
been postponed twice, with lack already received paraphernalia, 
of funds cited as the reason. such as bond papers and secrecy 
Comelec regional director Adol- folders, needed for the elections. 
fo Ibañez urged all local govem- | The military said the Com- 


Ebdane suspends DPWH 
exec in Halsema foul-up 2002 we topped the medicine and nursing boards. 


BAGUIO CITY—PUBLIC WORKS Halsema Highway's moderniza- 2003 we topped the medicine boards. 


Secretary Hermogenes Ebdane tion. : 

Jr has suspended the govern- Bautista and three other 2004 we topped the medicine boards. 

ment engineers he blamed for mayors attended a Cabinet Я 

the sloppy concreting work at meeting last week to represent 2005 we topped the medicine boards. 

Halsema Highway, ће main road their respective regional devel- 

used to transport vegetables opment councils. 2006 we topped the medicine boards. 

from Benguet and Mt. Province Тһе meeting was meant to 

to Metro Manila every day. discuss RDC output, he said, 2007 we again topped the medicine and nursing boards. 
His decision came with a di- and Ms Arroyo “berated the DP- 

rective to protect all public WH forthe Halsema delays.” 

roads because budget shortage Ebdane issued suspension or- 

and poor restrictions against ders only this week against |” 

overloaded vehicles have taken three project engineers, three MEDICINE s NURSING 

their toll on the country’s road engineers who supervised ma- Ist Place 1st Place 6th Place 9th Place 


network. terial procurement and use, and Ma. Christina Jovida Darlyn Chutuape Julie Ann Pineda Mark David Francisco 
Ebdane was here lastweekto three project inspectors of the FRINGI Maureen Zabala 

address the national conference Department of Public Works “CURRICULAR ЕКЕНІН С е: 

ofthe Road Engineering Associ- and Highways, for failing to 


-DOCTOROF MEDICINE -PHARMACY "COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY 
ation of the Philippines, where oversee (һе modernization of [| -DOCTOROF DENTAL MEDICINE _- MEDICALTECHNOLOGY ‘manne taansponanon MINIMUM DOWNPAYMENT 


he discussed his new road thehighway. * PHYSICAL THERAPY * CAREGIVER COURSE* + MARINE ENGINEERING FOR ENROLLMENT 
maintenance agenda. Earlier, he said he discovered + OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY MIDWIFERY EMT нараа COME 
послам ; NURSING THOTELAND RESTAURANT "CRIMINOLOGY Php 5,000.00 
‘Our road density [summed that the concrete used in sec- |2 ооосу eet T MASTER OF ARTS IN , а 
up in 2006 as 28,978 km of na- tions of Halsema Highway was -BIOLOGY “TOURISM 7 EDUCATION - MEDICINE 
tional roads] is already much substandard. + PSYCHOLOGY * BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION жаста Php 1,509.00 
higher than those of developing He ordered the contractorsto || "NUTRITION AND DIETETICS + ELEMENTARY EDUCATION > PUBLIC HEALTH pi, 8 
countries in Asia except Japan. repavethe road at their own ex- Lk n ee) Z Busmessaommasmanon -ALI OTHER COURSES 
[But] in terms of road quality... pense. Ж » 


our country falls below its He also ordered an investiga- ieee E ы ға ar “By ima 
neighbors such as Indonesia, tion after an audit report said г 23 
Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam 11 government contracts relat- 
and Japan," he said. ed to the Halsema Highway in 
Mayor Reinaldo Bautista Jr. Benguet and Mt. Province were 
said President Macapagal-Ar- subdivided into 24 sub-con- U F AT V T 
Mr ue oe ae e OUR LADY OF FATIMA UNIVERSITY 


‘informed about the foul-up inquirer Northern Luzon 
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Abu Sayyaf gets fresh foreign funding 


Solicitation video on YouTube brings Janjalani brothers back from the dead 


By Alcuin Papa їп a statement, the Nica said material and financial support. Because of these reports, the ta Pilar celebrations in Zam- 
they have received reports that Тһе video clip was apparently Nica said yesterday that theter- boanga City this month “to in- 
new money has been infused in- shot before the Janjalani brothers гог threat level in Mindanao for flict mass casualties." 

THE ISLAMIST EXTREMIST, ABU SAYYAF GROUP to the Abu Sayyaf financial net- died. Abdurajak, who founded October remained high. It has maintained its level 3 

has received fresh funding from foreign donors, workin Mindanao from abroad. the Abu Sayyaf, died 1998 inan Тһе Philippine National Po- threat forecast in Mindanao due 

the National Intelligence Coordinating Agency Опа video posted in the popu- кми тей police on € vs (PNP) warned ке otherday to threats posed by extortion 
А р 5 lar YouTube website last Аш and. Khadafy who succeeded of more terror attacks after the groups linked to the Moro Islamic 

(Nica) said, citing a video posted on the Internet i. Janjalani brothers Abdurajak his brother as leader ofthe group, Ramadan period. Eberaton Front (MILE), йз for 

which showed the late Janjalani brothers seeking ала Khadafy were shown asking was reportedly killed In Novem- Тһе Nica said the Abu Sayyaf eign allies and the ASG who are 

financial support. would-be benefactors in ће Mid- Бег 2006 in Jolo. In January 2007, із said to be planning to launch believed behind several bombings 
dle East tosupport their cause with the military confirmed his death. an attack during the yearly Fies- of buses in Central Mindanao. 
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By Marlet D. Salazar 


ONE HAS BEEN RESIDING IN 
the United States for years while 
the other lives in Manila. Though 
separated by continents, Rhodora 
Maiolo and Reggie Sabado are 
united by a common cause: To put 
a complete stop to the illegal trade 
of dog meat in the Philippines. 

The two Filipino women met online 
while visiting a website dedicated to dog 
lovers. Upon finding out that the Internet 
was being used as a "bulletin board" by 
backyard breeders of dog meat, they decid- 
ed to do something about it. 

Maiolo and Sabado, who works for an in- 
formation technology company in the Philip- 
pines, then started a campaign to collect 
50,000 signatures calling for the strict imple- 
‘mentation of the ban on dog meat trade. 

‘They bombarded their friends with e-mails 
asking for their support and also went around 
to persuade people to sign their petition 

The two animal lovers reached their target 
last June and are set to present their petition 
to lawmakers, officials of concerned agen- 
cies, as well as President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

However, Maiolo, 37, is also involved in 
another fight, one more personal. 

A former resident of Tondo, Manila, who 
migrated to the US at the age of 11, she is 
battling stage 4 breast cancer. 

А gemologist, Maiolo stumbled upon the 
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Miles apart but brought 
together by a common cause 


website for dog lovers right after she dis 
covered that the cancer, which was in re- 
mission, had come back. 

"To help pass my time, I often surf the In- 
ternet," she said. "That's how I learned about. 
this dog lovers online community site." 

But Maiolo's enthusiasm soon turned to 
disgust when she discovered that the site 
was being used as an “irresponsible back- 
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yard breeding puppy mill бог malnour- 
ished, nonvaccinated and neglected dogs." 

Further research yielded articles and sev- 
eral other websites advocating a stop to the 
illegal dog meat trade. 

“I was reminded that these were not just 
urban legends I have been hearing since 
childhood. Dog meat eating actually hap- 
pens and quite frequently,” she said. 
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DOG lovers Rhodora 
Maiolo (top) and 
Reggie Sabado (top, 
right) have gathered 
50,000 signatures 
calling on the RP 
government to stop 
the illegal dog meat 
trade. 
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*** 24-month holding period 


At that point, Maiolo felt she needed to 
do something despite the fact that she was 
hundreds of miles away. 

“Tes the only logical thing I could think 
of, considering I started out alone in this, 
plus the fact that this will be a long distance 
campaign," she said, referring to the signa- 
ture drive. “I figured that it would be worth 
it to put the Philippines in the international 
spotlight, despite the negative publicity it 
might generate, because of all the attention 
the issue would be getting." 

She then started working with Sabado іп 
spreading the word about the signature 
campaign. 

‘The petition, written by Jazmine Estacio, 
маз posted online at wwvidogmeatrade.com. 

Many Filipinos, as well as animal lovers 
from other countries, were among those 
who signed it. 

Last July, Maiolo was told by her doctor 
that her cancer had spread after going into 
remission. 

“It's Stage IV this time, and it had metasta- 
sized to the bones, liver and blood," she said. 
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By Julie M. Aurelio 


BORN WITHOUT LIMBS, RAYMUND 
Rivera, 35, і only about four feet, and yet 
he walks tall among his coworkers at the 
satellite office of the Taguig City Hall in 
Barangay Western Bicutan. 

Despite the child-sized rubber shoes he 
‘wears, his mincing gait and the stump at the 
end of his arms where fingers should be, his 
coworkers like him because of his positive 
attitude. 

“Sometimes, my child asks me, ‘Papa, 
where are your feet?’ I proudly tell him that 
all of this is heaven-sent,” the city hall em- 
ployee told the Inquirer. 

Rivera, who was 
recently ‘elected as 
the Metro Manila 
chapter president of 
the Person With Dis- 
ability Federation, 
works at the satellite 
office's business per- 
mits division. 

The appointment 
came as a surprise to 
Rivera. who used to 
feel apprehensive at 
the thought of at- 
tending meetings for 

differently-abled people like himself. 

“Tused to dislike those meetings because I 
was afraid of feeling more sorry for myself 
and my condition," he said. 

As a child, Rivera managed to overcome 
his helplessness when he felt envious of his 
playmates who were able to jump, run and 
walk with ease. 

“IFI didn't feel jealous of those who were 
able to walk, [wouldn't have learned how to 
walk at all,” he recalled. 5 

"We were very poor. I was the only one in 
my family with no hands and feet. But my 
parents brought me up in as normal a way as 
possible," he added. 

With not enough money to send him to a 
special school, Rivera's family sent him to 
the Tenement Elementary School in Taguig 
City where he learned to read, write and 
mingle with "whole" people. 

He was able to write his name using both 
of his forearms, which end іп a stump just 
below the elbow. He moved about in child- 
sized slioes which fitted just below his knee. 

Та high school, Rivera began feeling the 
pangs of self-consciousness. “I was afraid of 
being teased, I felt a bit ashamed,” he said. 

But a priest, Father Lagaya, asked him: 
“Why should you feel shame in what God 
gave you?” 

The gentle rebuke spurred the teenager to 
pursue his dreams of finishing a computer 
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vocational course in Pasay City. 

Atthe age of 16, he ran for a Sangguniang 
Kabataan position and won. 

Не was eventually assigned to a clerical 
job at the Youth and Sports Development of- 
fice of the Taguig City Hall in 2000. Rivera 
was later transferred to the Area 3 satellite 
office in Western Bicutan where he has been 
holding a regular desk job for the past two 
years. 

“IFI don't work, then Iwill have to depend 
on other people my entire life,” he pointed 
out. 

At the office, Rivera goes over documents 
and applications for business permits. His 


coworkers sometimes tease him about his 
condition but he just waves them off. 

“Wherever you go, even if you are a nor- 
mal person, there will be those who will 
make fun of you. So I just laugh at them,” he 
said. 

‘Some officemates even go as far as insinu- 
ating that Rivera uses his disability to be late 
for work, or to doa task ata slower pace. 

However, he knows that blowing his top 
would only add to the discrimination 
against differently-abled people every- 
where. 

Rather than lose his cool, Rivera says he is 
planning to work on livelihood projects for 
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disabled persons with the Department of 
Social Welfare and Development. 

“Being disabled should not be a hin- 
drance to getting a job. We will find each 
and every disabled person in every city to 
help them earn a living,” he added. 

Neither did his disability prevent him 
from finding love. Rivera met his wife, 
Leilani, in 2003. They now have two kids: 
Dominic Ray, 5, and Wingard, a few weeks 
old. 

“It may be difficult, but people like us 
should strive harder. Only then can-we be- 
come whole, in more ways than one,” he 
said. 


Little big man's whole new world 
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RAYMUND Rivera, 
an employee of the 
Taguig City 
government, has an 
ambitious goal: To 
“ind each and every 
disabled person in, 
every city to help. 
them earn a living 
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By Julie M. Aurelio. 


THE MILITARY WILL SOON BE HELPING 
out the Metropolitan Manila Development 
Authority in its disaster relief and sidewalk 
clearing operations. 

MMDA Chair Bayani Fernando said the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines would be 
lending some 15,000 soldiers who would 
assist the agency's personnel in clearing 
roads in the metropolis of informal settlers, 
illegally parked vehicles and sidewalk ven- 
dors. 

Most of the soldiers are from the АЕРУ 
National Capital Region Command headed 
by Maj. Gen Fernando Mesa. 

Fernando made the announcement after 
the MMDA trained 376 AFP officers in dis- 
aster preparedness and management at 
‘Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon City last week. 

“We need you to help us respond to disas- 
ters, not through your rifles, but through 
the use of tools and equipment in helping 
our distressed countrymen,” the MMDA 
chair said as he thanked the AFP for its sup- 

rt. 

P The chief ofthe MMDA special operations 
unit, Ramon Santiago, oversaw the training 
of the military officers and personnel. 


WHISTLE WHILE YOU WORK 

A Quezon City policeman keeps his 

whistle handy after police officials 

reminded their men to blow their 

whistles, instead of firing their guns, 

when giving criminals a first warning. 
ЕЕ 


Milesapartbut... „ш 


She underwent chemotherapy and the 
canceris now in remission again. 

Maiolo said she draws her strength from her 
dog, Mario Lorenzo Lucca de Jesus-Maiolo. 

“I still walk him a minimum of 30 min- 
utes every day and take him everywhere 
with me and my husband, whether it be 
Maui, Mexico, Hawaii or just a stroll in 
parks or shopping malls,” she said. 

Sabado, on the other hand, has two Shih 
Tzus: Wufei and Sakura. 

Although a staunch advocate of animal 
welfare, Sabado, a graduate of computer 
applications, is пог а member of any animal 
welfare group. 

She hopes, however, to build her own shel- 
terin five to 10 years time and then expand it 
into a sanctuary for endangered species. 

Maiolo has offered financial assistance to 
help Sabado fulfill her dream but the latter 
politely declined. 

"Tam really hesitant to ask for money espe- 


cially since I am just starting my own career,” 
she explained. “I will not be able to put as 
much attention as I want into the organiza- 
tion. At least when I am putting it up with my 
‘own money, Ican be more aggressive in the ac- 
tivities that I may undertake,” she explained. 

Maiolo said their campaign does not in- 
tend to put the country in a bad light but to 
hopefully lead to a dialogue noty only 
among adults, but children as well; about 
the illegal dog meat trade. 

Sabado, on the other hand, is hoping to 
get the government's support in the protec- 
tion of animal rights in the Philippines. 

“Таш hoping that, at the very least, the gov- 
emment will realize that Filipinos are not the 
only ones who want the rights of animals in 
the Philippines protected, there are also people 
all over the world who are concemed about 
what's happening. And hopefully they will im- 
prove the implementation of the laws so that 
animal rights are really protected,” she said. 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2007 
"MORE women leave to work abroad 
Ж « while more men are left to become house- 
Ls husbands. i's a female-dominated work- 
force out there. Now, these men decide 
7) which brand of diapers, milk, bath and 
Kj wash soap is best for the family.” 
EDCEL LAGMAN, September 2006 


This soclion Is dedicated to Filipinas overseas tolling on land and at sea, In factories In construction shes and in the homes ofthe world, and wherever w 


А "PHILIPPINE DAILY DIOSES 


FROM where he isin Jeddah, Ron Santos, chief 
supervisor of an Arabian tractor company, is a 
proud father of Erik Santos (right), keeps track of 
his son's career, even telling him what songs to sing, 
among others, thanks to The Filipino Channel. 


Dad in a million 


Based in Saudi, Erik Santos’ pa doesn’t see mu retiring yet 


By Bayani San Diego Jr 


IKE MANY FILIPINOS OF HIS GENERATION, 

Ron Santos left for the Middle East when his 
Les were still very young. The year was 
1982, he recalls. He was just 30 and his eldest daugh- 
ter was only four and his youngest son was barely 10 
months old when he moved to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, 
tó'Work as a Quality Control inspector at the Saudi 
Tractor Manufacturing Company. 


Filos’ learn lesson 
from Down Under 


By Bobbit Mariano 
Contributor 


MELBOURNE—AUSTRALIA 
is generally a peaceful country. 
Melbourne, which is part of 
Victoria province, is a good 
place to raise a family I have 
been working in Melbourne for 
almost six years now in Philip- 
pine Times, a Filipino commu- 
nity paper here. How I wish T 
could share with ош 
kababayan (countrymen) the 
‘goodness of this country, and 
what we can learn from them. 
Filipinos abroad like me stil 
"love' their country of origin or 
native land. We still want to re- 
tire in the Philippines. As the 
saying goes, ‘there is no place 
like home’ 

Most Filipino migrants in 
Melbourne live in the Western. 
suburb; they find a permanent 
home in St. Albans, Sunshine, 
Footscray, Caroline Springs, 
Caimlea, Rose Hedge, Water 
garden, Alvandale, Deer Park 
and Werribee. The number of 
Filipinos in Melbourne is more 
than 10,000; a large number is 
located in Sydney. Most Filip- 
inas married Aussies, and they 
are church goers and mall 
shoppers, too. Filipinos usually 
goto shop in High Point, Brim- 
bank shopping Centre, Target, 
Water Gardens, Federation 
Square іп Melboume City 
Botanical Gardens and Yarra 
River. 

How I wish that many Fil- 
ipinos especially government 
officials should have a study 
tour in Melbourne. 

For instance, concerned offi- 
cials must take notice on how 
Melbournians drive on streets. 
Whenever, motorists will tum. 
to the right or left direction, 
they always use their signal 
lights. Car drivers also observe. 
speed limits of only 60 kph in 
secondary road or within (һе 
suburb (or barangays) and 90 
or 100 kph in national high- 
way like in Western Ring Road. 

Buses stop and pick passen- 
gers only in designated areas 
within the bus stop’ sign. Buses 


come every 15 minutes. Drivers 
never get passengers especially 
those who are waiting in a 
wrong spot. In addition, it is a 
must for vehicles to give way to 
pedestrians, unlike in the 
Philippines, where the pedes- 
trians are the ones who give 
way to vehicles. 

Some Filipino drivers dont 
obey traffic rules or simple orders 
from the authorized ‘blue boys 
‘who are manning the chaotic 
traffic assigned by the Metro 
Manila Development Authority. 

How are we going to attain 
continuing progress when we 
dont even obey traffic regula- 
tion? How if the sign ‘Slow 
Down, Koala Crossing’ was put 
up on Edsa? You сап see this 
traffic sign along the road of 
Koala Conservation Park in 
Phillip Island, about three to four 
hours drive from Melboume city 

During holiday like Mel- 
bourne Cup on the Horse Rac- 
ing Festival, Queens! birthday 
and school break, Filipinos and 
visitors usually go for a long- 
drive trip. Some of the favorite 
destinations include Phillip Is- 
land, about 120 kilometers 
south-east of Melbourne. 

Phillip Island is a wonderful 
place for a holiday, the calm 
beaches оп its Western Port 
side are ideal for families, and 
оп its Bass Strait side are some 
of the best surf beaches in Vic- 
топа. However, many people 
‘would count their visit in this 
island well worth if they only 
saw the just-after-sunset arrival 
of Little Penguins. 


Work days are long and “al- 
ways busy” It's not uncommon 
for him to log in at least eight 
hours in the office, he relates. 

He only has one day off a 
week—which he usually spends 
fishing, swimming in the beach 
and playing basketball with his 
Filipino friends. 

"There are so many challenges 
in working abroad," he says. “For 
one thing, I always try to impress 
my superiors with my work.” 

Tn this regard, Ron has appar- 
ently succeeded. After 24 years in 
the same Jeddah-based company, 
he has moved up the ladder. He's 
now chief supervisor. 

But the promotion entailed big- 
ger responsibilities, he concedes. 
“For me, the biggest challenge is 
having co-workers from different 
‘countries under my supervision. 
We all must get along well in spite 
of our different cultures, religions, 
Janguages and attitudes in Ше” 
Life-changing stint 

He admits that his stint abroad 
was life-changing 

“It gave me the chance to pro- 
vide food, shelter and a better life 
for my family. It permitted me to 
send my children to good schools. 
In exchange, however, one has to 
suffer loneliness being so far 
away from your loved ones.” 

More than work-related pres- 


sures, homesickness was a bigger 
hurdle to overcome, he says. 

“In the past, I used to write to 
my family at least once a week 
and I used to call at least once а 
month" he relates. "Thank God 
that the cell phone was invented! 
Now, I can easily text or call my 
loved ones every day” 

Another way he eases loneli- 
ness is by watching The Filipino 
Channel (ТЕС). 


TFC 

ABS-CBN's international cable 
channel not only allows him to 
catch Filipino shows, but informs 
him of the latest goings-on in the 
life of his son—the same 10- 
month-old infant he said goodbye 
1024 years ago. 

Те because he is the father of 
singer Erik Santos, who was dis- 
covered on the ABS-CBN talent 
search “Star in a Million” in Jan- 
шау 2004. 

During the heated contest, Ron 
showered Erik with gentle re- 
minders and encouragement. 

“Tkept telling Erik to be himself 
and to sing soulfully” He assured 
Erik that he didn't have to win. “I 
only needed to see him on TV a 
couple of times and I'd be happy" 

“He was very excited for me 
when I auditioned for the show" 
Erik looks back. "He also gave 
suggestions on what songs to sing 
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so that fd reach the final round." 

Erik supposedly inherited his tal 
ent from dad Ron, who can also belt 
it out with a videoke microphone. 
Quiet type 

Erik describes his dad as the 
“quiet type.” 

“He's not showy, but when my 
dad texis, he always tells me that 
hes very proud of me,” Erik 
notes. 

Ron пеште the compliment 
“Erik is a loving son. Very patient, 
generous and kind-hearted, Hes also 
hard-working and very determined." 

Erik's instant celebrity caught 
Ron by surprise. 

“When I learned from my wife 
Angelita that our son Erik won the 
competition, I couldnt concen- 
trate at work. I was so happy and 
excited. My friends thought 1 was 
going crazy. I was jumping and 
shouting all day long. I felt so 
proud!” 


Solo concert Oct. 19 

Needless to say Ron's col- 
leagues soon found out about 
Erik's victory largely because of all 
that jumping and screaming. 

“Му friends know about Erik’s 
show biz career. Some of them 
even visit Erik in our new house 
whenever they are on vacation in 
the country,” Ron says. 

"That made him quite popular 


те thoir stor 


in his company" Erik muses. 

When Erik goes onstage at the 
Araneta Coliseum on Oct. 19 for 
his first solo concert, the brightest 
face in the crowd will undoubred- 
ly be his dad's. 

“Til watch his concert. Tm cur- 
rently in town for a long vacation 
so that сал set up a small busi- 
ness for my family” Ron says. 

Retirement, however, is far 
from the 54-year-old workaholics 
mind. 

“Erik and his mom keep asking 
me to stay home permanently. 1 
always give the same answer: 1 
still have so many goals in life.” 

The prospect of finally coming 
home precisely inspires him to 
work even harder 


No place like home 

"Yes, I'm considering retiring in 
the future. As they say: There's no 
place like home. At the end of the 
дау, I can proudly say that Гуе 
done my time and I did my best,” 
asserts Ron. 

To other overseas Filipino 
workers, he offers these simple 
pieces of advice. “Always remain 
positive. Be courageous, as you 
will face many challenges ahead. 
Do not spend your earnings on 
unnecessary things and never for- 
get that you are working abroad 
for your family. Most importantly, 
always pray to God.” 


Joc-Joc: Political asylum or avoidance? 


LAST YEAR, FORMER AGRI- 
culture undersecretary, Jocelyn 
“Joc Joc" Bolante attempted to 
enter the United States on a vis- 
йоге visa but was denied entry. 
His visa was cancelled by the (5 
Embassy despite the fact that he 
was holding a valid visa 
stamped on his passport. Why is 
Bolante still in federal custody 
after more than one year? 


No Bail 

When the Philippine Senate 
issued a warrant of arrest 
against Bolante, the US Em- 
bassy decided to cancel his 
visa. Cancellation of visa may 
happen in varying situations. 
Hence, despite the issuance of 
a valid visa, if the US Depart- 
ment of State receives deroga- 
tory information about the ap- 
plicant that will warrant the 
cancellation of the visa holder, 
a memorandum will be sent to 
the US Department of Home- 
land Security to put the client 
on a the list of those who are to 
be rendered inadmissible. 

Bolante no-longer had a 
valid visa when he was enter- 
ing the US in 2006. Since he 
had no valid visa and was seek- 
ing admission, he was consid- 
ered an arriving alien. He could 
have been sent back to Manila 
that very same day that he tried 


IMFO 


Lourdes 
Santos 
Tancinco, 


to enter the United States and 
put on expedited removal pro- 
ceedings. This procedure is of- 
ten referred to as “Airport to 
Airport.” 

Опе of the circumstances 
where the expedited removal 
proceedings may be prevented 
is when an arriving alien ap- 
plies for political asylum. Even 
if he is afforded the opportuni- 
ty to apply for political asylum, 
Bolante will still be kept in 
prison considering that he is an 
arriving alien and there is no 
‘bail’ for arriving aliens. 


Political Asylum 

Some individuals who are 
similarly situated face the same 
fate of not being able to bail 
out. However, there are indi- 
viduals who are in removal 
proceedings who are out on 
bail depending on the circum- 
stances of the particular case 
and the relief they are present- 
ing. 

Asylum is the status sought 
by non-US citizens who enter 


the US, either legally or illegal- 
ly, asking for refuge based on 
claims of persecution or fear of 
persecution іп their home 
country. In applying for politi- 
cal asylum, the application is 
filed affirmatively with the asy- 
lum officer of the US Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security 
This is adjudicated without de- 
lay and if there are merits in 
the case, the political asylum is 
approved and the applicant is 
free to enter and work in the 
US. If itis denied, the applicant 
is put in removal proceedings 
where the asylum application 
is heard again. If it is denied, 
the applicant will be issued a 
removal/deportation order. 


Bolante’s fears 

Bolante's application for po- 
litical asylum is based on his al- 
leged fear of persecution be- 
cause of his political connec- 
tions. His application was 
found to be without merit and 
has been denied twice and a 
deportation order was already 
issued by the. immigration 
judge. This is currently being 
appealed with Court of Appeals 
through a petition for review. 

1 have not read the briefs 
filed by the рагіеѕіп the peti- 
tion for review. Basing it on sta- 
tistical probability, however, 


chances are, the petition for re- 
view will be denied. According 
to the statistics from the TRAC 
Reports Inc., of the 631 politi- 
cal asylum cases filed in the US 
by Filipinos from 2000 to 2005, 
75.8 percent were denied. 


Tell the truth 

Even without political asy- 
lum case being the issue here, it 
would still be an alternative for 
Bolante to just consider volun- 
tary departure from the US in- 
stead of staying in a federal 
prison at Kenosha, Wisconsin. 

Тһе immigration judge has 
already found that the fear of 
persecution because of a politi- 
cal belief was not a credible 
claim. Instead of spending his 
time in jail, would it not be a 
more ‘palatable alternative to 
just testify before the Senate on 
on the P728 million-fertilizer 
fund scam? 

Political asylum is not a vehi- 
cle to hide from one’s responsi- 
bility as a public official; nei- 
ther will political avoidance 
bring him freedom. He also 
cannot be released on bail. Will 
the truth set him free? 

(IMFO stands for Immigra- 
tion Information. A lawyer, 
Tancinco may be reached at 
887-7177 or law@tancin- 
co.com). 
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EU to step up sanctions 


WORLDBRIEFS = BRUSSELS—THE EUROPEAN UNION IS SET TO ё The statement drawn up for 


beef up its sanctions against Burma (Myanmar) next айу бшш са ind 
Ex-commander: Iraq strategy a nightmare week by introducing an embargo on timber, gems crackdown on demonstrators" 


WASHINGTON—A former top US military and metals, according to a draft text agreed Friday. led by Buddhist monks in Bur- 
commander in Iraq said the current White 5 А ma recently and urges the 
House strategy in Iraq will not achieve victory EU foreign ministers could ap- said, adding that the measures > regime to exercise restraint, 

in the four-and-a-half-yoar war, which he de= prove the import bans—which аге designed to “do no harm to NEC The EU measures will spare 
Scribedas "a nightmare with noendinsight" — 7 нт would notably affect Burma's the general population.” 3 the energy sector and therefore 
іп а hard-hitting speech. In the bluntest as- T^) teak and jade trade—when they Тһе Eruopean Union would at 3 ihe activities of the French 
sessment of Iraq by a former senior Pentagon ff meet in Luxembourg оп Monday. the same time confirm the contin- 2 M ^ group Total in the country. 
official yet, retired Lieutenant General Ricardo i “In view of the seriousness of uation of “substantial humanitar- ? The EU ministers will also ex- 
Sanchez also lambasted US political leaders as the current situation and in soli- ian aid programmes aimed at the 5 press their support for the UN 
“incompetent,” "inept,” “derelict in the perfor- darity with the people of (Bur- most vulnerable populations.” ae special envoy to Burma, Ibrahim 
nance of their duty" and suggested they would ma), the EU deems it necessary The EU already has broad Gambari, and back "farther UN 
have been court-martialed had they been SANCHEZ s io increase direct pressure on the sanctions in place against Bur. 7% w engagement, including by the 
members of the US military. “There is no ques- regime through stronger mea- ma's leadership and their fami- ~~? Security Council.” 

tion that America is living a nightmare with no end In sight," said sures,” according to the draft lies—with 375 people оп а visa- BURMA'S Prime Minister Soe Win, While flagging their inten- 
Sanchez on Friday, addressing a meeting of military correspondents |. agreement, seen by AFR ban, asset-freeze list—and offi- presumed to have been the tions to boost sanctions in recent 
aad editorin Araton a Virginia suburb of Washington. "Continued To that end the EU ban will cials have stressed the impor- archtectofan attack on supporters Weeks, EU officials have stressed 
manipulations and adjustments to our military strategy will nat cover the import of Burma tim- tance of putting pressure оп ofprodemocracy leader AungSan that they have a limited effect on 
achieve victory,” he said. "The best we can do with this flawed ap- ber, metals, minerals and pre- neighboring countries and in Suu Kyiin 2003, diedon Oct. 12, @ regime already greatly isolated 
proach is stave off defeat.” AFP cious and semiprecious stones, it particular China and India. statemediaannounced. кала by the West. АЕР 


China to retire powerful УР Я 
BEIJING— The man waiting in the wings to take over should Chinese G N b | h B h US 
ЗЕН The man veltingi te ри ео teasers, Gore Nobel Win Shows up bush, Says Uo press 
next week, while two younger regional leaders will rise as potential 
next-generation leaders. The imminent retirement of Vice President WASHINGTON—US МЕМ/5РА- the unpopular president.” the job of governments. And 
Zeng Ginghong presents а boon to Hu, who is seeking to consolidate pers Saturday hailed AlGote'sNo- “Mr: Bush's inaction on climate governments—above all the 
his power at the five-yearly Congress, the Party's 17th since its found- bel Peace Prize for his fight against change is one of the major fail- Bush administration——have 
ing in 1921 and the most important political event in China this year. climate change, saying it showed ings of his presidency,” it said. failed miserably.” 
Zeng is expected to give up his seat in the top echelon of power, the up failings of President George W. Bush has consistently resist. — The view was echoed in the Los 
Party's Politburo Standing Committee, at the week-long Congress Bush in the seven years since he ed joining other world powers Angeles Times, where opinion 
‘opening on Monday, three independent sources with ties to- theleader- beat Gore to the White House. in committing to concrete tar- columnist Jonathan Chai wrote: 
ship said, requesting anonymity. Reuters ^ "For more than 20 years, Ме gets for reducing harmful car- “Gore's triumph is a measure of 
қ Gore persisted іп the face of in- bon dioxide emissions, though George W Bush's disrepute.” 
US FDA approves new AIDS treatment tense dkepticism and eitcism with he has bowed to acknowledge Тһе Dallas Moming News 
WASHINGTON—A new AIDS treatment made by Merck & Co, the first his wamings about the impact of the threat they pose. shared the view that the award 
in a new class of drugs aimed at preventing replication of the virus, has global warming on the planet,” the “[tshouldn'thave to be lefttoa vindicated Gore for skepticism ex- 
been approved by US regulators, Merck said on Friday. The drug willbe Washington Post wrote, hailing the private citizen—-even one so well pressed in the past at his expense. 
available in about two weeks, Merck said. The US Food and Drug Ad- award as “vindication.” known as Mr. Gore—or a panel “He has long been ahead of his 
ministration cleared Isentress, a pill given twice а day and known. lt interpreted Gore's hon- of scientists to raise that alarm... time,” it said in an editorial. “In 
‘generically as raltegravir. An FDA advisory panel recommended ap- or—awarded jointly to him and ог champion solutions to a prob- 1992, President George H.W. Bush 
proval of the drug in September. It is the first in a new class of HiVtreat- the some 3,000 scientists of the lem that endangers the entire made fun of Mr. Gore, then run- 
ments called integrase inhibitors that seek to block insertion of HIV ge- — Unired Nations Intergovernmen- planet,” the New York Times ar- ning for vice president, for his en- 
netic material into human DNA to prevent the creation of copies of the tal Panel on Climate Change—as gued in Saturday's edition. vironmental enthusiasm. Fat few- 
virus Reuters “yet another perceived rebuff to “That should be, and must be er people are laughing today” АЕР 
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For decades Habitat for Humanity has established real homes and communities for displaced homeless families around the world. In the 
Philippines, our unique approach has produced innovative home-building technologies that make our mission more effective and efficient. «5 x 
СОЗ 
qi Habitat 
for Humanity' 
Philippines 


We can build homes quicker, even after emergencies or natural disasters, in more configurations that best suit local topographies. Our 
beneficiaries are stakeholders in the communities they develop, giving their labor as well as affordable financial contributions that truly 
make their homes theirs. Communities built by Habitat for Humanity Philippines are meant to last, as lasting as the homes we build, as 
lasting as our families' Christian values, devotion, and self-respect. 


See it and realize it with Habitat for Humanity Philippines. 
Be a Friend of Habitat call (02) 897-3069 or e-mail info@habitat.org.ph and make a genuine difference. 
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їтїр UAAP 
standouts 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


The NCAA ACES ROSE FROM A 16- 
point deficit to topple the UAAP 
standouts, 83-78, in the Samsung 
Bantay Bata All-Star Game yesterday 
at The Arena in San Juan. 
All-Star Most Valuable Player RJ Jazul 
of Letran and San Beda's Ogie Menor or- 
chestrated a scoring tear in the second 
u half to lead the NCAA to the victory. 
"Is a fun game, so the team that just 
gives more effort comes out the winner,” 
said NCAA All-Star coach Frankie Lim, 
‘who recently steered the Lions to their 
ЖЕ second straight NCAA tide. 
Jazul fired 11 of his 22 points in the 
3 third period as the NCAA squad rallied 
ҰО from a 23-39 deficit in the second canto 
* against the UAAP stars, who won last year. 

Letrans Rey Guevarra averted а UAAP 
sweep in the side events after capturing the 
slam dunk championship. 

ЈУ Casio, La Salle's veteran shooting guard, 
bagged the three-point shootout title with 23 
points, while runner-up JR Tecson of San Beda 
mustered a measly six after topping the elimi- 
nation round with 20 points. 

Vicmel Epres and Martin Reyes of the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines ruled the 2-3 ball 
competition with 45 markerst. 

Te scores: 

NCAA B3— lend 22, Menor 20, Eve 19, Sena б, Wison S, 
Dela Pefia 4, David 3, Guevarra 2, Marcelo 2, Faundo 0, Kong 0, 
Hermida O. Tecson 0. 

UAAP 78—Asoro 13, Casio 13, Arao 12, Borboran 10, 
Або, Hugratan Б, Tang 5, Baraca 4, Maierholer 4, Gam- 
ra, Aralano 2, Bao 0, Cuan Мова. 

Quarters: 17-22, 35-45, 65-60, 83-78. 


JOHN Wilson (left) and the NCAA 
standouts turn back Edwin Asoro and 
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PBA gets its show 
on the road today 


GAME TODAY (Araneta Coliseum) 
4:30 .m.—Opening ceremony 
630 p.m—Air21 vs. Magnolia 


THERE MAY BE ONE BIG NAME 
missing, but the moment the cur- 
tains are drawn on the 33rd sea- 
son of the Philippine Basketball 
Association, a bevy of stars from 
the sports and entertainment in- 
dustries will try to make this one 
a night to remember for the 
fans—both here and around the 
world. 

‘A boxing superstar popular inter- 
nationally, a team described as two 
allstar squads put together as one 
during preseason previews, college 
basketball's finest graduates, tinsel 
town's most popular comedy duo and 
a bowling legend will be sardine- 
packed into the Araneta Coliseum to- 
day in an extravaganza that will be 
beamed throughout the world. 


"Its going to be a big showcase for 
the fans,” said league office-in-charge 
Sonny Barrios. 

Manny Pacquiao, fresh off his con- 
quest of Mexican super featherweight 
legend Marco Antonio Barrera, head- 
lines the PBAs guest list. Tagging 
along will be reigning WBO ban- 
tamweight champion Gerry Peñalosa. 
Also a guest is Guinness Book of 
World Records entry and bowling 
Hall-of Famer Paeng Nepumuceno. 

The icing would have been PBA 
icon and former senator Robert Ja- 
‘worski, who was penciled to coach 
the Air21 Express, which opens the 
season against the Magnolia Bever- 
age Masters (formerly San Miguel) ас 
6:30 p-m., right after the 4:30 p.m. 
opening ceremonies. 

"The opening show will be hosted 
by Eat Bulaga's comic duo of Wally 
and Jose. 

Talks between the Express man- 


agement and Jaworski are still ongo- 
ing and the wait for the return of the 
PBAs biggest draw will have to go on. 

But thats not to say there will be a 
lackof basketball star power. 

For one, Magnolia boasts a lineup 
that many feel is packed with super- 
stars like Danny Seigle, Danny Tide- 
fonso, Dondon Hontiveros, Olsen 
Racela, Lordy Tugade and Enrico Vil- 
lanueva. 

Air21 has a lure of its own. The 
fast-paced squad, which will be led by 
the likes of Ranidel de Ocampo and 
KG Canaleta gets a shot of collegiate 
flavor after inking Ateneo stalwarts 
Doug Kramer and JC Intal. 

ABC'S, the official television carrier 
of the league, airs а short PBA primer 
at 4 pm. prior to the live coverage of 
the event at the Big Dome, which will 
also be viewed live in the Gulf Region, 
United States and Europe via the The 
Filipino Channel. Francis Ochoa 


RP-Harbour rips Yonsei U cagers 


SEOUL—AFTER ADJUSTING TO THE 
cool weather here, the Harbour Cen- 
tre Philippine team unraveled its true 
form Friday, crushing Yonsei Universi- 
1,9176, ina friendly game at the Yon- 
sei University gym. 

With veteran Eugene Ten and 
Boyet Bautista setting up gunners 


Patrick Cabahug, Eric dela Cuesta and 
Jeff Chan, the Nationals shattered the 
Korean defense with a barrage of 
three-pointers in the final half that set 
the tone for the breezy win. 

‘The Nationals, whose training is 
bankrolled by Harbour Centre owner 
and amateur basketball godfather Mi- 


kee Romero, arrived here Wednesday 
night. 

After making several gutsy drives, 
Bautista, the smallest in the RP squad 
at S-foot-7, was tightly marked by the 
Koreans in the fourth but their effort 
went in vain as the former Letran star 
still finished with 15 points. 
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*With Sun, 6096 of our phone bills disappear like magic! 
My savings from Sun allow me to add more phones for my growing business." 
Dr. Alan Escalona, President & CEO, Fruit Magic 


Fruit Magio brings together Dr. Alan Escalona's two passions—health and 
business. Serving only fresh, delicious and all-natural drinks, the store was 
an immediate hit when it was first opened іп 1993. Now, this start-up is 
rapidly growing to over 70 stores nationwide with Sun keeping them 
all connected. 

"During the early years of our business, we only had a few lines but it was 
costing us a lot," says Dr. Escalona. "Then we switched to Sun and the 
savings | gained allowed us to triple the number of lines we originally һай”, 


Every year, Sun plows in P11 bilion to increase coverage and capacity, for more calls and texts anytime, ariywhere, 


Since switching to Sun, Dr. Escalona has continued to purchase more 1 
‘Sun ines for Fruit Magic employees for easier and faster coordination with 
other stores. 


“We can contact anyone at anytime and relay directions without any 
miscommunication,” adds Dr. Escalona. "I was so impressed by the 
services of Sun that | advised all our fruit 

and material suppliers, franchisees and 

‘even my driver to get a Sun line!” 
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GAMES TODAY (The Arena) 
3p.m—Adamson vs FEU 
5pm—UST vs La Salle 


UNIVERSITY OF SANTO TOMAS 
and De La Salle University, the only 
teams to have won all five champi- 
onships so far іп the Shakey's V- 
League women’s volleyball tourna- 
ment, clash today when the inter- 
collegiate event begins its second 
conference at The Arena in San 
Juan. 

Game time is set at 5 p.m. after the 
Adamson-Far 
clash at 3 p.m. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Aquino firm up title hopes 
MIKE CASIMIRO AND OLIVER AQUINO OF ALESSANDRA RACING FIRMED 
up their title bids with victories іп their respective divisions recently in the sev- 


Casimiro, 


enth and penultimate leg of the 2007 Shell H 


Boomland Kart Track, Cultural Center of the Philippines Complex in Pasay 


City. Casimiro, who immediately flew to Italy 


bagged another win in the ROK Seniors division to fortify his grip of the lead 
‘over 02 Karting teammate Ken Monzones and Cebuano Kaine Gandionco. 
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owerhouse squads open 
-League 2nd conference 


‘The Lady Archers are the defending 
champions while the Tigresses bagged 
the first conference crown last July. 

UST topped the inaugural season in 
2004, La Salle won the next three. 

In the previous conference, UST 
swept San Sebastian College for its sec- 
ond title while La Salle finished fourth. 

USTis parading an almost intact line- 
up backed by guest player and South- 
east Asian Games veteran Suzanne Ro- 
ces while La Salle, reinforced by Mau- 
reen Penetrante, is counting on former 


their prime motivation and he is un- 
daunted by the other schools’ foreign 
reinforcements. 

“Т expect an interesting tournament,” 
said Sta. Maria. ‘Ateneo is one of the 
teams to beat because they've trained in 
Thailand and I've heard they'll be get- 
ting a strong Thai import.” 

"tts difficult to tell our chances since 
all teams are strong,” added Sta. Maria. 
"But I assure that we will be ready be- 
cause we are also preparing for the 
coming UAAP tournament where we 


and brought along Lithawat Kesinee. 

‘The Lady Stags will be bringing back 
Most Valuable Player Jaroensri Bualee, 
alsoa Thai. 

La Salle coach Ramil de Jesus said 
the second conference will be an adjust- 
ment period for them. 

"Most of my players in the three-peat 
squad have graduated so the team is 
practically composed of junior players,” 
said De Jesus. 

Games are telecast on a delayed basis 
over NBN-4 with the Adamson-FEU 


Eastern University? 


j Janiorstandous. are the defending champion." 


UST coach August Sta. Мапа said 
{у winning back-to-back crowns will be 


lel Karting Super Series at the 


forthe 2007 ROK World Cup, 


Malaysian 


‘Aquino turned back Indy Villalon of Bire! Motorsports and Vencer John Suba 


of Jet Racing for his third consecutive victory in the Formula SL Expert class 
after ruling the past two races at the Enchanted Kingdom and at the Kart Zone 


in Cebu. 


Fistorama airs PCSO bouts tonight 


FISTORAMA WILL START AIRING IN ITS 


starting at 10 p.m. on NBN-4. The popular weekly boxing show features. 
three exciting amateur bouts. Fistorama's bouts are part of the PCSO 
Amateur Boxing Championships held every two months at the Cantada 
Sports Center in Bagumbayan, Tagulg City. Fistorama is shown world- 


wide through ABS-CBN Global's The Filipi 


TV. Fistorama is supported by PCSO, Tanduay and Mapecon. Golf Pow- 


er Plus follows immediately at 11 p.m. 


LGBA 7-stag derby finals up 


‘THE LUZON GAMECOCK BREEDERS ASSOCIATION (LGBA) 7-STAG DERBY 
circuit wil resume at the Araneta Coliseum on Oct. 16 and 18. Seeing action 


inthe championship rounds, backed by B-Me 
leg held at Lucky Sports Complex and Aranet 
Rene Diaz. Meanwhile, LGBA members also. 
tional 9-stag derby on Nov. 5 and 7 at the Sar 


Pasig 5-stag derby finals today 

THE TOP BREEDER OF RIZAL PROVINCE FOR 2007 WILL BE KNOWN TO- 
day as the Rizal Gamecock Breeders Association (RGBA) 5-stag derby circult 
gets underway at the Pasig Square Garden. More than 50 fights will spice the 
3-stag finale beginning at 5 p.m. RGBA president Joey Sy said cash prizes 


and trophies await the Gamecock Breeder of 
er of the Year. 


YOUTH BADMINTON: Toby's Sports operations manager Toby Claudio 
(Center), tournament organizer Dina Guerrero (left) and Dunlop's Cecille 
Reyes sign the contract for the staging of the 2007 Youth Badminton 
‘Championship starting Oct, 27 at the West Drive Badminton Center. 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


LEANDER LAZARO AND MARTINA 
Jonicka Guba trounced their respec- 
tive foes to capture the singles ti- — w 
tles yesterday in the Agra Cup- ,6 
Asian 14/0 Series at the Rizal Ж 
f 


NEW TIME SLOT TONIGHT 


Memorial Tennis Center, 

Lazaro, the 14-year-old ju- 
mior high from St. James 
‘Academy Malabon, took 
the sting out of the 
Malaysian top-seed Ariez 
Elyaas Dean Hashsam's 
crisp groundstrokes to 
fashion out a 6-4, 6-2 triumph in the boys sin- 
gles championships. 

Standing at 5-1009, Lazaro forced Hash- 
Sam to scurry trom end to end and then bam- 
boozled the Malaysian with feathery drop 
shots every now and then to secure the tri 
umph. 

Over at court 1, Guba endured the pain of 
ruptured blisters on both feet to overcome Sal- 
ly Mae 5іюо, 6-1, 7-5, and annex the girls sin- 
gles title. The 14-year-old from La Carlota City 
slumped to the ground after after Siso 
slammed a forehand into the net and quickly 
took off her problematic shoes before shaking 
hands with her victim. 

“Ang hirap po talaga, nagputukan yung mga 
paltos ko—apat sa right, tatlo sa left (It was 
‘very hard, my blisters burst—four on my right 
and three on my left," said the third-year high 


їпо Channel, ANC/Kapamilya 


leg, are qualifiers in the second 
ta, according to LGBA president 
gear up for the Heritage Cup Na- 
п Juan Coliseum. 


1ле Year as well as the Stagfight- 


Ateneo, which finished fifih in the 
first conference, trained in Thailand 


Guba destroys foe; 
Lazaro buries 


match to be shown Monday and the 
'UST.La Salle game on Tuesday, starting 
at2pm. Romina 5. Austria 


from 
Hontencia 
Salas Bene- 
dicto High. 

The 
youngest оѓ 
three tennis play 
ing brood that in- 
dude former age. d 
group champions 6 
Yannick and Yohann $^. 
thus took her 18th title Di 
this year: 

Guba and Siso, who 
professed to being best 
of friends and even 
shared lunch after their 
match, late Friday snared 
the doubles title against 
Marian Hillary de Guz- 
man and Theiviya 
Selvarajoo, 6 

In the boys dou- 
bles, Hashsam and 
‘compatriot Mohd Ass- 
ri Merzuki defeated An- 
gelo Rivero and Alberto Villamor, 4-6, 6-2, 6-4, 
to take the crown yesterday. 

Lazaro and Guba thus earned a single- 
round ticket to the Bahrain leg of the series. 


GUBA: Injured and 
al. — юғеғното 


Angeles trips Ateneo, gains Petron final 


ANGELES UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION RALLIED TO BEAT ATENEO DE MANILA, 27-25, 25-20, 19- 
25, 20-25, 11-15, yesterday and gain a finals berth in the Petron Treats Boys Volleyball League at 


the Colegio de San Lorenzo Sports Complex in Congressional Avenue, Quezon City. Teejay Due, 
Jerome Sibal, Patrick Pamintuan combined for 61 points, including 28 kills, to power AUF to victo- 
ry in the event supported by Shakey's, Toby's Sports, Dunkin’ Donuts, Mikasa and Asics. AUF 
seeks the title at 4 p.m. today against the winner of the other semifinal pitting Canossa-Lipa against 
University of the East, which was still going on at press time. 


‘Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


Jaca-Miyagi bout spices up WBC convention 


AFIGHT WHOSE PROMOTER CALLS 
а “fan's dream" will be scheduled 
right smack in the middle of the 
WBC’s 45th annual convention, 
which the country will host in 
November at the Manila Hotel. 

Filipino Jimrex Jaca and Japan's Ryu 
Miyagi will engage in a grudge rematch 
to spice up a fight card that will be held 
оп Nov. 14 at the Rajah Sulaiman Park 
in Manila. 

‘The WBC Convention, which will be 
attended by hundréds of boxing person- 


MEGA SALE 


ой Oct. 24, 2007 - STARTS 


alities all over the world, is slated Nov. 


111017. accidental clash of heads. 


stopped in the second round due to an 


title against Jun Talape. 
Big boys Dondon Sultan and Arniel 


The Games and Amusements Board, 
headed by its chair Eric Buhain, is the 
lead agency being tapped to oversee 
this years hosting of the annual con- 
clave. 

Jaca versus Miyagi should be an ex- 
plosive encounter, considering the na- 
ture of their first outing on August 25 at 
the SM Mall of Asia where both combat- 
ants exchanged knockdowns in the 
opening round before the fight was 


"This card is going to be every fight 
fan's dream show,” said promoter Rex 
“Wakee” Salud, who is helping put up. 
this highly-anticipated card. 

Also on tap are three Philippine tide 
bouts, added Salud. 

RP super featherweight king Dodie 
Boy Agrabio will put his title on the line 
against top contender Aaron Melgarejo. 

RP super bantamweight champ Jake 
Verano of Bukidnon will also defend his 


‘Tinampay, another Pacquiao sparmate, 
are also set to collide for the vacant RP 
welterweight title. 

The grandson of the great Flash 
Elorde, Juan Martin “Bai” Elorde, is also 
being slated to see action in a four- 
rounder, as well as Japanese Naozumi 
TTsuchiyama, who is making a name for 
himself by bucking his physical handi- 
cap and fighting able-bodied fighters. 

Salven Lagumbay, Contributor 


TOMMY MANOTOC, A NOTED BASKET- 
ball coach who has also carved his name in- 
to local golf lore, will be awarded the Golf 
Personality of the Year trophy by the Golf 
Distributors Association of the Philippines 
during the 12th Philippine International 
Golf Show slated Oct. 19-21 at the SM 
Megamall. 

Despite being a decorated amateur 
golfer, Manotoc refused to turn profession- 
al, opting instead to powering his Can- 
lubang squad into becoming the most dom- 
inant team in the annual PAL Interclub 
tournament. 

The former national amateur champion 
and many-time member of the Philippine 
team is currently the general manager of 
the Calatagan Golf Club where he main- 
tains a stable of crack talents some of 
whom have made itto the current national 
team. 


AT 8:30A.M. SHARP. He initiated the establishment of the 


Philippine Amateur 
Golf Development 
Foundation which 
put up the National 
Caddies Open. 

The Show that 
will bring together 
all the local distrib- 
шоғ of the world's 
biggest brands will 
also be highlighted 
by the launch of 
www.pilipinas- 
golf.com, the joint 
website of Ingumer Gour and Golf Digest 


MANOTOC 


There will also be side events that in- 
clude a seminar on ‘How to set up a Golf- 
pro Shop’ by Ricky de Vera, putting green 
and hitting booths plus the price dis- 
counts and other gimmicks that have.be- 
come regular fare in the past decade of 
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Lights, sounds 
and haircuts” 
usher in PBA, 
PBL seasons 


TODAY THE 
33rd season of 
the PBA opens 
amid the usual 
pomp and 
pageantry. 

Produced by 
Solar Entertain- 
ment, the two- 
hour ехтауа- 
ganza wil be 
hosted by Wally 
and Jose of Eat 
Bulaga and will feature the latest in high- 
tech audio-visual presentation (they call 
it Watchout, according to PBA opera- 
tions director Rickie Santos). Dance 
numbers will be provided by the NCAAs 
champion pep squad Perpetual Help 
University and the most popular musical 
bands in the country. 

No expense will be spared. Nothing 
less is expected of the country's premier 
basketball league, 


IN HupDLE 


Beth Celis 


Exactly a week from today on Oct. 
20, the Philippine Basketball League 
follows suit and, unlike in the previous 
years, opening day of the 25th season 
will be marked with unprecedented 
fanfare and hoopla. 

То start with, it will be a whole-day 
affair, with activities practically start- 
ing at sunrise, 

On schedule at 7 a.m. is the plaster- 
ing of sun visor stickers on wind- 
shields and bumpers of cars and pub- 
lic utility vehicles like jeeps, taxis, bus- 
ев and even tricycles. The stickers will 
carry the logo of the PBL and VGo, a 
powdered energy drink which will be 
‘one of the league's two title sponsors. 

‘The other is Extreme Magic Sing. 

All the plastering will be done in a 
gasoline station right across The Аге- 
na in San Juan, venue of the PBL open- 
ing. 

From the gas station, action shifts to 
the Arena at 10 a.m., where fans will be 
treated to cool air-conditioning and a 
movie or two from Viva Classics while 
they munch on snacks provided by the 
PBL. 

Just before lunchtime, Ricky Reyes’ 10 
finest hairdressers will troop to the Are- 
па to render their services pro bono. So if 
you need a haircut and do not have the 
money for one, you're most welcome to 
drop by this Saturday, around 11:00 
am. 

1 suppose one of the offices агййпй 
The Arena will be temporarily converted 
toa hair salon. 

If youre stil hungry after all the 
snacks provided by the league, thats too 
bad because you'll have to buy your own 
lunch. 

Now if you don't have the money to 
buy lunch, you can listen to live music 
from Bloomfields, Sandwich, Blue Ket- 
sup and Mark Bautista who will perform 
in a concert during the opening program. 
which starts at] p.m. 

At least your soul won't go hungry. 
Music, they say is food for the soul. 

So what do the fans do after the 
dizzying hoopla? Well they finally get 
towatch the games. 

But not before the officers of the 
PBL like commissioner Chino 
Trinidad, his deputies Tommy Ong 
and Butch Maniego get to parade their 
new business suits compliments of 
Made to Measure, one of the PBI's 33 
partner sponsors. 

Gosh, am I impressed. It sure was a 
sound move on Ките Chino's part to 
recruit marketing man Jack Ruby, who 
used to be the marketing manager of 
the PBA, for the PBL. 


Asia's longest-running golf show. 

Sponsors are pouring in with the special 
participation of the American Eye Center as 
silver sponsor and Revicon Max, 
Metrobank Platinum and Megatrade Hall 
as bronze sponsors. 


PARTICIPATING BOOTHS AND EXHIBITORS: Acro 
Industrial Development & Construction Corporation, 
‘Aatna Enterprises, Atendido Marketing, Besa's Shoes, 
Inc., Dunlop Slazenger, Electrobus Consolidated, Inc., 
Саеге Marketing Corporation, Golf King, Gofprotn- 
ternational Ltd., Kart Plaza, Pacsports Philippines, Inc., 
Raymundo's Trophies, Transview Golf Philippines, Inc. 
and WS Sports, Inc. Business Handlers Maryoung. 
Capital Gainers Enterprises, Dynamic Sports Corp., Fit- 
mess First, GBW Clubshares, Ini., GG&A Club Shares 
Brokers, Inc., GT Turtworks, GBSEA (Global Brands, 
Phils.) Malaysian Tourism Board, Nam's бой, New 
‘Smart Formulae Trading Corp., Pacific Sports Network. 
(Taylormade), Pagcor, PSA Tours, Philippine Tourism 
Authority, Nivea, Rudy Project and Thunderbird Re- 
sorts. 
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FILIPINO WESLEY SO BEAT FELLOW 
Internatioal Master Sasha Kaplan of 
Israel late Friday to bounce back in 
contention in the 2007 World Ju- 
niors and Girls Chess Champi- 
onships at the T. Petrosian Chess 
House in Yerevan, Armenia. 

The 14-year-old So, pulled down by 
back-to-back losses in the seventh and 
eighth rounds, was threatening mate 
when Kaplan resigned after 45 moves 


ofa Four Knights Game. 

So raised his total to 6.0 points and 
shared 7th to 13th places with Grand- 
master Victor Laznicka of Czech Re- 
public, GM Dmitry Andreikin of Rus- 
sia, GM Parimarjan Negi of India, ІМ 
Gopal Narayanan of India, ІМ Marcus 
‘Ragger of Austria and tenth round op- 
ponent IM Abhijeet Gupta of India. 

‘Top seed GM Wang Hao of China 
trounced overnight solo leader GM 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


SundaySPORTS 


So bounces back, brings down 


10-3 rout of the Indians. 


THE COLORADO Rockies’ Willy Taveras (bottom) beats Arizona Diamondback Tony 
Clark's pickoff attempt at first. Taveras’ walk in the I Ith 
victory and a 2-0 edge in their best-of-seven series against the Diamondbacks in the 

National League. The Boston Red Sox opened their series against the Cleveland with a 


ing gave the Rockies a 3-2 


» 


Ahmed Adly of Egypt after 60 moves of 
a Sicilian Defense to draw level with 
Adly at 7.0 points. 

Armenian GM Arman Pashikian best- 
ed Israeli GM Maxim Rodshtein after 38. 
moves of a Slav Defense to score 6.5 
points, the same output of German GM 
Georg Meier, Russia GM Ivan Popov and 
Armenian IM Grigoryan Avetik. 

In the бігіз 20 and under division, 
WIM Vera Nebolsina of Russia 


Cebu, Marikina face off; 
Makati battles Manila IX 


GAMES TODAY (Rizal Baseball Complex) 
Tam.—lapuig vs Dumaguete 
a.m:—Manila vs Makati 
2p.m—0ebu vs Marikina 


CEBU AND MARIKINA SLUG IT OUT TODAY 
in a clash of opening day winners while de- 
fending champion Makati tries to gain a 
share of the lead as it takes on Manila in the 
Baseball Philippines’ Series 2 at the Rizal 
Memorial baseball grounds. 

Marikina surprised Manila, a semifinalist 
in the pilot series of the league put up by 
Community Sports Inc., with an abbreviat- 
ed 10-0 victory last week. 

Cebu, on the other hand, proved too hot to 
handle for a debuting Dumaguete side, 16-1, 


in a big start by the Dolphins in the league, 
backed by Purefoods, Gatorade, Mizuno, Har- 
bour Centre and Industrial Enterprises. 

The Shoemakers and the Dolphins tangle in 
the 2 p.m. main game of another triple-bill of 
this weekend toumament also serving as 
training venue for members of the national 
team seeing action in the Southeast Asian 
Gamesin Thailand in December. 

Taguig, which absorbed a 0-10 beating 
from Makati, and Dumaguete face each other 
in the 7 a.m. opener while Makati is ай geared 
up against Manila in their keenly-awaited 
dash at 10:30a.m. 

“(25 going to be an interesting match," said 
Marikina coach Randy Dizer, who boasts of 
seven pitchers in his squad. 


Bike stars eye Asean slots 


‘THE SEARCH FOR THE PHILIPPINE RIDERS 
to the prestigious Yamaha Asean Cup in 
Malaysia is on. 

Erie Leongson, president of EL Racing 
‘Tech, will be staging the Road to the Asean 
Cup-Philippine Yamaha Cup 2007 today at 
the Carmona Racing Circuit in order to select 
the members of the Philippine team for the 
Asian tourney slated Dec. 14-16 in Malaysia. 
gwleongson, a multi-itled motocross rider 
uring his heydays, is spearheading the drive, 
with the sanction of the National Motorcycle 
Sports and Safety Association (NAMSSA). 


The one-day racing extravaganza will 
stake titles in the Novice and Expert Divi- 
sions. 

Тһе Philippine Yahama Cup team will be 
composed of eight riders, five in the Novice 
division, and three in the Expert category. 

For details, contact Leongson at 0917- 
8837643 or Ryan Jude Camus at 0917- 
8018366. 

The Yamaha ASEAN Cup provides the re- 
gion's top riders to polish their skills and 
hopefully prepare them for the World GP of 
road racing. 


Irene’s Fantasy leads tough field 


CARMONA, CAVITE—IRENES FANTASY 
banners a crack field that includes two of 
last year’s juvenile champions in the center- 
piece Derby race today of a grand Klub Don 
Juan Festival at the ultra-modern San 
Lazaro Leisure Park here. 

The three-year-old bay filly has shown fine. 
form of late and will be sent off as the first pick 
even as Defiant and Deputy Stravinsky loom 
as strong longshot bets. 

Defiant, a tested stayer who came from the 
back of the pack to rule last year’s Grand 
Championship, and colts winner Deputy 
Stravinsky are among those chasing the 
900,000 champion's purse. 

“Тһе filly Defiant, an entry from the mighty 
Hermie Esguerra stables, will be ridden by Jef- 
fryl Zarate when she shoots for a follow-up to 
that smashing win against a classy field that 
includes imports from the US, New Zealand 
and Australia, 


Race 1—{Art/Tri)—pabilic Ex- 
press (4), Bullsh Dream 
(5), Expdier (б), Ei Cid (3) 

Race 2—Royal King (4), Bad 
Boy (2) 

Race 3—(Orl/Tri Now 
Showing (4), Valild Hazm 
(3), Speed Admiral (1), Virgin island (6) 

Race 4— (Tri) Anonymous/Indelible ink (4), Wed- 
er Weder Lang (5), Рай (6) 

Race 5—(Tr)—Heroics (1), Lucky B Lucky (2), 
Milton Dollar (3) 

Race 6—(OrUTr)-—Red Diamond (3), Amazing 
Pace (1), Demolition Jack (6), Seniority (4) 
Race 7—Unopposed (1), He's The Man (2), Bo- 

hemlan Dave (5), Santo Santito (3) 
Race 8—(Penta/Qri/Tri}—Danehili Dave (2), Baling 


BY TOP CHOICE 


Antonio Alcasid rides Irene's Fantasy, an- 

other stayer who has been riding a wave of 

victories, while Louie Balboa handles Deputy 
the upset winner last year 

Post time for the Derby is around 6:30 pam., 
and by that time, Zarate could already be 
shooting for his second victory after he part- 
ners Indelible Ink in the Juvenile Fillies’ race 
earlier 

Indelible Ink again looks unbeatable in the 
Fillies race, coming into this latest match with 
а five-race winning streak capped by a swash- 
buckling performance in the local series two 
weeks ago. 

Weder Weder Lang, who will be steered by 
Jimo Tinte, looms as the chief threat to Indeli- 
bie Ink, who will have a couple in Anonymous 
to be handled by Patty Dilema in the 1,400- 
meter race that offers P300,000 to the winner. 

A wide-open Colts race, meanwhile, will be 
flagged off at 5:25 p.m. Musong R. Castillo 


Ganda (5), Odessey (6), 
Dixie Dash (4), Lord Brian 


(7, 
Race 9—(Super &/ürt/Trl)— 
Ігепез Fantasy (3), My 
Happiness (10), No Fear 
(5). Deputy Stravinsky (6), 
Traditional (1), Copper Dew (2) 
Race 10—(Tri}—iron Heart (3), Heroine (2), Itza 
Lemon (5) 
Race 11—(07/71)—5уег Mine Now (4), Wild Or- 
chid (6), La Tienne (3), Great Emma (2) 
Race 12—(Ort/Tri)—Hello Jeanette (3), Kalmia (4), 
‘When We're Flying (6), Material World (1) 
Race 13— (Super /Qriri) Don Palo (9), Virginia 
(6), Cool Town (5), Ocean Deep (3), 
Barawanawest (4), Yotedigo (2) 


trounced WGM Sabrina Vega of Spain 
to remain on top with 8.0 points. 

At solo second with 7.5 points is IM 
Dronavili Harika of India who defeat- 
ей compatriot WGM Sanjay Karavade. 

Filipino Woman National Master 
Aices Salvador yielded to WFM Klau- 
dia Kulori of Poland and was mired at 
4.0 points. 

The 17-year-old La Salle manage- 
ment student will face WIM Khaled 


OctOBER 19: 

Magatrade Half 2, tas eee 
SM Megamill, Mandaluyong City 
10Ам%ю92М, 


caren me исто 
| Комо from me 
FOUOWING BRANDS: 


Israeli 


Mona of Egypt in the tenth round. 
Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 
Standings after round 9: 7.0—GM Weng Hao 
(China), GM Ahmed Айу (Egypt); 65 points—GM 
‘Arman Pashikian (Armenia), GM Georg Meler (Ger- 
many), GM Nan Popov (Russia), ІМ Grigoryan 
Avetik (Armenia); 6.0 points—IM Wesley So 
(Philippines), GM Victor Laznicka (Czech Republic), 
GM Dmitry Andrelkn Russia], GM Parimarían Negi 
(india), ІМ бора! Narayanan (Indi), IM Marcus 
Ragger (Austria), IM Abhijeet Gupta (India) 


suver SPONSOR: 


AMERICAN 
EVE CENTER: 


BRONZE SPONSORS. 


оттон 
База 


p Уш ina atr 


gd omi 


Richard Q;R chel Anne 
erk i Wo fe 
with Merk & Friends and Aretha & the Souled Out Band 
plus very special guests 
Ms. Verni Varga & Anna Fegi 


Tuesday, October 16, 2007, 9:00 pm 
Captain's Bar, Mandarin Oriental Manila > Makati Avenue, Makati City 


еш Ж» 


For inquiries, call: 750-1481, 892-0160 and 750-8888 
Tickets @ Php 1,000.00 and Php800.00 plus Php500.00 first drink charge 


Brought to you by: 


SPLENDIDO 
TAAL 
asoma сой COUNTRY Qua 


SONY(, BMG 


MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT 


е соон ВА 


www.yamaha-motor.com.ph 
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PROMO PRICE 
3ІРнР 260,000.00 


споет: 524-0393 loc 601 
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OWN your DREAM car 
in 24 hours! 


Now that you have found 
your dream car, looking for that bank 
to help you finance it seems hard to 
find. Every bank in the country 
seems to promise fast processing. 
But what is the definition of "fast"? 


With PSBank, the country's 
second largest savings bank, the 
definition of fast processing is a 
decision on your auto loan 
application in 24 hours or less. Yes, 
you read it right, own your dream car 
in 24 hours! Guaranteed! or else, 
get P24,000 off from your 
amortization. That's all the time 
PSBank needs to process your auto 
loan application from submission of 
complete documents. Plus, you will 
receive updates on your auto loan 
application via SMS, so you don't 
have to worry about the status of 
your loan application. This fast 
service can be enjoyed at any 162 
PSBank branches or major dealers 
nationwide. 


You must fill out a PSBank 
Auto Loan credit application form 
from October 7 to December 15, 
2007 in order to take advantage of 
this limited offer. A PSBank 
personnel shall issue an 
acknowledgement stub indicating 
the time of receipt of the auto loan 
application. The time indicated 
marks the start of the 24-hour 
‘countdown, 


You can enjoy low interest 
rates based on the prevailing rate 
and flexible payment terms, between 
12 to 60 months. 


Customers who accomp- 
lished their PSBank Auto Loan 
application form and submitted to а 
car dealership may confirm receipt 
ма SMS, Simply type 
<name>space<address> 
space«dealership to which your 
application was submitted» to 0918, 
TRY-24224, They can also send 
online applications through the 
PSBank Remote Banking website or 
PSBank corporate website. They will 
be informed of the official encoding 
time of their application via a system- 
generated SMS and email. This 
shall serve as the official 
acknowledgement stub of the client, 
which marks the start of the 24-hour 
countdown. 


Customers may get and submit their 
auto loan application form at any of 
PSBank's 162 branches nationwide 
or apply online via PSBank Remote 
Banking at www.psbank.com.ph. 
For more information, please 
contact the auto loans division at 
885-8208 or 845-8888. 


This is PSBank's firm commitment 
in delivering fast service to йв clients. 
Now, getting your dream car is 
sooner than you think! PSBank Auto 
Loan. Simple lang! 


Saturdays, Sundays and non- 
working holidays are not covered by 
the 24-hour countdown. 
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By Daxim L. Lucas 


LIKE MANY PEOPLE NOW AT 
the top of corporate 
ladders, Roberto б. 
Manabat had hum- 
ble beginnings. 

And as beginnings 
go in the corporate world, being 
employed as a lowly trainee at 
accounting firm Sycip Gorres & 
Velayo was among the most 
humble available at that time. 

“When I started in 1969, we 
gotpaid P250 a month," he said 
inan interview. 

Ata time when a jeepney ride 
cost only 10 centavos, this was, 
by no means, an insignificant 
amount. But it was much lower 
than what a man of Manabat's 
caliber could earn even at a 
young age. 

“You could have easily gotten 
two or three times more had 
you worked in another firm, 
like a multinational,” he said. 

Indeed, the man who now 
chairs accounting firm Manabat 
Sanagustin & Co.—the local 
partner of KPMG Internation- 
al—could probably have chosen 
to work in better paying jobs 
right after he got out of college. 

He did, after all, graduate 
magna cum laude of the Univer- 
sity of the East’s Business Ad- 
ministration class in 1968. He 
also went on to place sixth in 
the board examinations for cer- 
tified public accountants in that 
same year. 


Eyes on the prize 
But Manabat had his eyes on 
the prize even as early as that 


po adi 


First Јов 


time. His goal was no less than 
to become a partner of SGV 
which was already the most il- 
lustrious accounting 
firm in the country. 

Once he was 
hired, he knew (һас 
he did not only have. 
to put up with the low pay. Не 
also had to put in long hours. 

"You have to establish a goal 
for yourself, and I pictured my- 
self as a partner," he said. Ex- 
plaining the philosophy that 
pervades SGV thinking to this 
day, he described the long hours 
as part of the training that bud- 
ding accountants willingly sub- 
mit themselves to. 

"People who wanted to be- 
come partners understood that 
trade off," he said. 

During the long climb to the 
top, Manabat said that many of 
his fellow travelers along the 
corporate path chose to leave 
for better paying jobs in other 
firms, but he persevered. 

“Later on, you'll be able to 
surpass them even financially 
[by staying at SGV]," he recalls 
telling himself when he was 
courted by other employers. 

And he did. 

He became an SGV partner in 
1981 all the way until 2001, 
when he was promoted further 
tosenior adviser. 

While at SGV, he handled the 
company's largest insurance in- 
dustry accounts and was also its 
audit group head for over nine 
years, supervising up to seven 
other partners. 

He was also a member of the 
company’s management com- 
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There’s a trade-off to fame, success 


Top exec Roberto Manabat held on 
to a lowly job to get to the very top 


mittee, and even represented 
the firm at the office of its New 
York-based correspondent firm 
for two years. 

All told, he spenta total of 32 
years with the accounting firm. 


Government service 

After this, Manabat went on 
to government service, working 
with the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission (SEC) 
—the country's top corporate 
warchdog—for a total of four 
years (three years as its general 
accountant and one year as а 
consultant). 

His SEC stint, according to 
Manabat, was his way of giving 
back to society by applying his 
knowledge and experience to 
help improve the local account- 
ing landscape. 

He could not have come at a 
better time, as his stint at the SEC 


FAMILY PHOTO: With children Ronald, Robbie, Roselle, and wife Baby. 


was marked by deep changes in 
the global accounting landscape 
through revisions in what is 
known as the Intemational Ac- 
counting Standards (IAS). 

The changes were difficult 
and painful for Philippine 
firms—including many of the 
largest—which were long used 
to murky accounting practices 
that allowed them to make their 
books look better than they ге- 
ally were. 

“My experience at the SEC 
was a good break," he said. "I 
came in at a time of change in 
the profession." 


Zeal for work 

He said he enjoyed this peri- 
‘od—despite the relatively low- 
er pay of government service— 
because it gave him the chance 
to influence policies that would 
improve the broader society. 


Despite his zeal for his work, 
Manabat stresses that he is a 
dyed-in-the-wool family man. 

“I am very proud of my fami- 
ly" hesaid. 

His wife, whom he meton the 
job, has had a successful career 
rising through the ranks of the 
local unit of a UK-based bank. 

“My daughter was the vale- 
dictorian of her class at Philip- 
pine Science High School, was a 
medical board topnotcher and 
is now a resident in a presti- 
gious hospital in Philadelphia, 
USA," he said, describing her as 
the apple of his eye. 

“My two sons were also hon- 
or graduates in college and are 
employed in choice companies 
here and abroad,” he added. 


Out of retirement 
Having hurdled a long SGV 
career and government service, 
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he retired in 2005, only to Бе 
lured back by his first profes- 
sional love soon after that. 

What made him come out of 
retirement to head the new 
group that acquired the local 
KPMG partner? 

“I thought it would be a good 
cap [for one's career] to be the 
chair of one of the Big Four [ac- 
counting] firms,” he said. 

Despite lending his illustri- 
ous reputation to the firm, how- 
ever, Manabat Sanagustin & Co. 
faces а hard slog uphill as it 
fights tooth and nail with equal- 
ly prestigious rivals for a piece 
of the local corporate action. 

“We want to spread the 
gospel of KPMG. We want to be 
the firm of choice,” he said, out- 
lining his goals for the company. 
“We want our clients to have al- 


Authentic apologies 


Y, WHAT remains of this bangus 


after a meal can now be made 
into valuable feed for tilapia. 
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bones, spines can now 


be processed into fish feed 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


BINMALEY, PANGASINAN—THE 
processed bangus (milkfish) indus- 
try is booming in Pangasinan, but it 
has created a problem involving the 
disposal of the industry's byprod- 
ucts such as fish bones and spines. 

‘The Department of Trade and In- 
dustry has listed 220 bangus proces- 
sors in Pangasinan, most of them 
small scale. 

Some food processors find use 
for bangus bones by pulverizing and 
mixing these with cookies and 
polvoron. But they can only use so 
much bones, while the industry 
faces problems on the disposal of 
unwanted bangus parts. 

A fish processing plant in San 
Fabian town turns the bones into 
fertilizer while small processors 
have yet to devise a proper disposal 
system. 

"Disposal of the bones is really а 
problem. There were times I see 
bangus bones being thrown into the 
Pantal River,” said Natalie Basco of 
the DTI. 

The Pangasinan State Universi- 
ду business operations manage- 
ment center has been making 
polvoron using processed bangus 
bones but only on a very limited 
scale, 

"There are plenty of bangus pro- 
cessors so there are plenty of wast- 
ed fish parts,” said Rosie Abalos, 
associate dean of the PSU College 


of Fisheries here. 

To turn the problem into an op- 
portunity, three PSU fishery stu- 
dents tried creating fish meal using 
bangus bones and spines and came 
out with a feed formula that can be 
used for tilapia, another fish cul- 
tured in the province. 

Abalos oversaw the experiments 
condueted by Dan Clark Rosario, 
May Anne Catabay and Efren Soy 
on the use of bangus bones and 
spines in formulating the feed for 
tilapia. 

“When we collected the bangus 
byproducts, the processors were 
very happy. They said they do not 
have to throw them away," he said. 

The students formulated feeds 
using three different quantities of 
bangus bones and spines—prepara- 
tions with 20 percent, 25 percent 
and 30 percent of bones and spines. 

The experimental feed's other in- 
gredients were wheat flour, vitamin 
and mineral mix, vegetable ой, soy- 
bean meal and rice bran. 

Тһе feed was in pellet form, sun 
dried for three days and packed in 
plastic containers. 

They also used a brand of com- 
mercial feed to compare the recep- 
tion of the cultured tilapia to the 
new fish feed in the experiment 
conducted at the Bureau of Fish- 
eries and Aquatic Resources Re- 
search Center in Dagupan City. 

The study revealed that the 
formulation with 25 percent ban- 
gus bones and spines was the 


most effective. 

Besides, the introduction of the 
experimental feed for saline tilapia 
in ponds did not affect the quality of 
the pond water, Abalos said. 

The study recommended the use 
of bangus bones and spines as feed 
ingredient for saline tilapia using 
both the 20 and 25 percent formu- 
lation as they provided better 
growth of fish, higher survival rate 
and more efficient feed conversion 
rates, Abalos said. 

The laboratory tests conducted 
by the Department of Science and 
‘Technology in San Fernando City 
showed that 100 grams of boiled 
bangus bones contain 34 grams of 
protein and 25.7 grams of crude 
fat. 

Westly Rosario, BFAR Research 
Center chief, said if the fish meal is 
commercialized, it could have a 
tremendous impact on the aquacul- 
ture industry because it is less ex- 
pensive than imported feed. 

Cultured fish is usually fed with 
feeds that use imported ingredi- 
ents, thus are expensive, he said. 

Expenses for fish feed constitute 
60 percent of the operational cost of 
aquaculture and generally is the 
most expensive component of the 
industry. 

Rosario, however, said while 
there are many bangus processors 
in Pangasinan, the waste products 
are not enough yet to manufacture 
feeds to meet the demands of the 
fishery industry in the province. 


“I AM SORRY" WHAT MAKES IT SO 
hard to say those words? They seem so 
simple, yet we've been fighting against 
saying them since we were kids. 

"Say you're sorry,” a parent command- 
ed us. Maybe we had stolen а toy from a 
friend, had spoken a bad word in front of 
guests, or had hit sibling. 

‘Stomping over to the offended party, 
we would mutter, “I'm sorry" as quickly 
and quietly as possible, as if the apology 
was physically painful to say. 

Our human nature cringes to admit 
guilt. We hate to be wrong, but worse 
yet, we hate to confess to having 
wronged others. 

Thats what made Pope John Paul I's 
apology spectacular on March 12, 2000. 
In a speech at St. Peters Basilica, the 
aged pope asked forgiveness 
for a list of sins committed by 
the Catholic Church. 

The confession included 
the church's sins against oth- 
er cultures, sins against wom- 
en and minorities, sins of hu- 
man rights abuses. Given the 
Catholic Church's professed 
position as the authority on 
faith and morality, the apolo- 
gy is a remarkable admit- 
tance of guilt. 
Universal need to apologize 

A leader will inevitably 
make a mistake. Perhaps a 
misjudgment of where to al- 
locate finances, maybe a bad 
decision related to hiring or 
firing employees, or possi- 
bly a lapse іп moral judg- 
ment. 

The mistake may be small and affect. 
only one or two employees. Or, the mis- 
take may be visible and far-reaching, af- 
fecting employees, shareholders, part- 
ners, and the community. Regardless of 
the mistake's size and scope, a leader 
must learn how to apologize. 


How not to apologize 

The halfapologies of celebrities or 
public officials are almost laughable. The 
sound bites are usually as follows, “I re- 
gret that my words were misinterpret- 
ed,” or, “I'm sorry if they felt that way 
about my actions.” 

Notice how, in these phrases, the рег- 
son is not even admitting guilt. Rather, 
they are almost blaming those they have 
offended for being unable to properly in- 
terpret their words or for being overly 
sensitive to their behavior. 


Tips for apologizing 

In her article, “Always Apologize, Al- 
ways Explain,” featured on Oprah.com 
and CNN.com, Martha Beck offers sound 
advice for giving an authentic apology. 


We hate to 
be wrong, 
but worse 
yet, we 
hate to 
confess to 
having 
wronged 
others. 


1. Fully acknowledge the offense 

Tell the full account of your misdeeds. 
‘Take complete responsibilities for what 
you did wrong, and as Beck advises, 
don’t avoid the worst truths. Don't put 
the onus of the offense on the person 
who was offended, i.e., “I'm sorry they 
reacted that way.” Instead, assume total 
culpability for having made the offense. 

2. Give an explanation 

While avoiding justifica- 
tion for your actions, explain 
why you made the mistakes. 
Allow your humanity 10 
show. Admit you may need 
help in an area, maybe it's 
treatment for substance 
abuse or counseling for an 
uncontrollable temper. 

3. Express sincere remorse 

By recounting the ways 
your behavior has caused 
harm, you convey awareness 
of your misbehavior and its 
consequences. By doing so, 
you also communicate sincere. 
regret for what you have done. 
Apologies should be given, not 
because theyre expected or 
because the guilty party has 
been caught, but because the 
offender has hurt someone 
and feels bad about having 
done so. 

4. Repair damage done 

If the damage is tangible, like money 
embezzled or assets stolen, then the of- 
fender should pay back what was taken. 
Oftentimes, however, the offense creates 
intangible harm. This happens during an 
assault on a person's character, a slur 
against their ethnicity, or a betrayal of 
their trust. 

“In such cases,” writes Beck, “Your ef- 
forts should focus on restoring the other 
person's dignity" In every instance, your 
aim should be to make amends. 

То read the full text of Martha Beck's 
article, "Always Apologize, Always Ex- 
plain,” visit htrp://wwv.cnn.com/2007/ 
LIVING/personal/07/11/always.apolo- 
gize/index.html. 

(For information on John Maxwell's in- 
house or public leadership or teamwork 
workshops, please email us at bingeric- 
ta@gmail.com or call 813-2049/2732 
and ask for Bing Ericta. Text MAXWELL 
‘ON to 4632 (Smart) to get daily SMS lead- 
ership insights from John Maxwell.) 
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By Princess Daisy C. Ominga 


favorite family activity. Whether to eat out, to 


G OING TO THE MALL HAS FAST BECOME A 


celebrate, or just have some quality bonding 
time, the mall has already become an integral part in 


the family itinerary. 


But what about families that 
have members who are dis- 
abled? Or those who need spe- 
cial attention? How can they 
enjoy a day in the mall without 
worrying about details that 
seem irrelevant to others, like a 
cramped dressing room, but 
can be a hitch for an otherwise 
pleasant day in the mall for 
them? 

These are the questions that 
SM Supermalls is trying to an- 
swer. Being the biggest mall 
chain in the country today, they 
felt the need to provide their 
loyal patrons not just the leisure. 
they can have in SM malls, but 
also a smooth, hassle-free stroll 
for persons with disabilities 
(PWDs) and their families. 

With this in mind, the SM 
management decided to make 
innovations in their malls so as 
to make them more accessible 
to PWDs. They made adjust- 
ments in the toilet facilities, ele- 
vators, public phones and sig- 
nage, entrances and doorways, 
corridors, stairs, even the drink- 
ing fountain. Around the vicini- 
ty of the malls they also im- 
proved the arrival and parking 
areas, walkways and ramps, 
pedestrian lanes for easy trans- 
port of wheelchair-bound pa- 
trons. They place great empha- 
sis in innovating the malls to 
provide a safe environment for 
the handicapped mall-goers. 

Knowing how frustrating it is 
to use ordinary facilities that 
are not accessible to the handi- 
capped, they designed their 
amenities in a way that every- 
опе, disabled or not, can benefit 
from. 

“Many establishments really 
have ramps for the handicaps, 
but like the slope, sometimes 
they're too steep, so we decided 
that in our malls, it has to be the 
right height; even in our toilets, 
we have to have the right fix- 


tures,” says Annie S. Garcia, 
president of SM Supermalls. 
“Drinking fountains used to be 
footactivated, but now even 
those who are in wheelchair сап 
easily access them," she added. 


Service to the family 

Asthe family plays a big part 
in every Filipino, SM decided 
to help in making people with 
disabilities and their family 
enjoy every minute of their 
stay in SM malls. They ac- 
knowledge the responsibility 
of taking care of every cus- 
tomer who walks into their 
malis. It is their way of giving 
back to the community the 
many blessings and achieve- 
ments that the mall chain has 
received over the past 22 
years. 

They acknowledge that peo- 
ple with special needs also want 
to go out and have some fun. A 
very popular pastime is watch- 
ing movies, and SM addressed 
this situation by providing 
space located by the aisle for 
moviegoers who аге іп 
wheelchairs. They no longer 
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NURSING mothers can now tend 
to their babies in these stations 


RAMPS are made with just the right height for easier steering of 


wheelchair 
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need to transfer seats, as they 
can just watch comfortably in 
their wheelchair. This is also 
available in the iMax theaters, 
and soon even in the Planetari- 
um. 


Musical talents 

Another form of entertain- 
ment that SM has started is 
showcasing the musical talents 
of handicapped people. Pi- 
anists, among others, are quite 
popular, but they also encour- 
age those who have other dis- 
abilities but have the gift in 
playing musical instruments to 
participate. 

And good manners always 
come in handy during such ac- 
tivities 

“The audience never go ‘Oh, 
he's blind; and that’s a nice 
thing, because if people were 
gushing over them, and feel pity 
[toward them}, that’s not exact- 
ly what they want. They just 
wanted to be treated like any 
normal musician. So they just 
play their instruments and we 
all enjoy ourselves,” says Gar- 
да. 

SM also takes pride in giving 
employment to people with 
handicap in some of their facili- 
Чез, like in the cinemas. 

Bien C. Mateo, assistant vice 
president Юг operations, 
shares: "We hire people with 
handicaps to jobs like, for ex- 
ample, before you enter the the- 
ater, there's a person who gets 
the ticket stub, and all he has to 
do isto sit and do his job." 

Job fairs for the handicapped 
have also been held successfully 
inside the malls, and several 
store сопсеріз have provided 
employment opportunities for 
the blind. There are blind 
masseuses in the malls, and the. 
management is coordinating 
with some entrepreneurs for 
businesses that could offer job 
positions for PWDs aside from 
the blind. 

While there are PWDs who 
аге grateful to the mall for- 
catering to their needs, it is a 
given fact that there will be peo- 
ple with handicap who do not 
want to be given any special at- 
tention to. SM accepts the reali- 
ty that they cannot please ev- 
erybody so they just extend 
their help whenever needed 
without interfering with their 
customers’ personal space. 


Different views 

“There are people who have 
different views, and we respect 
them, because we just try to 
present ourselves as sincerely as 
we can, but if other people have 
а different comment about us, 
for us we like to think it is a 
new] learning, that we should 
learn from their comments and 
try to see how we can still do 
better,” Garcia says. 

On the other hand, there will 
also be people who do not have 
any handicaps but insist on us- 
ing the amenities for PWDs. 

То address these people, SM 


ж 


ЖАННА Су ао, 8 


! SM innovations 
for the handicapped 


SM TAKES its role of taking care of ts patrons seriously. 


put up signs as clear as they 
could be to educate the public. 
There are few exceptions, of 
course, like pregnant women 
who really need to go to the 
bathroom are allowed to use 
the toilet for the handicapped. 
But as much as possible, the 
staff and management try to 
keep these amenities open and 
exclusive for people with handi- 
caps. 

Оле of the goals of the com- 
рабу is to educate not only ће 
public on the proper attitude to- 
ward PWDs, but also their own 
staff. Several nongovernment 
organizations that deal with 
people with handicaps have 
participated in lectures for the 
SM employees and manage- 
ment. 

“We gather the staff, some- 
times ina cinema, and we invite 
speakers from different NGOs, 
like from the National Council 
for the Welfare of the Disabled 
Persons (NCWDP), for the 
blind, for the deaf, and others 
like for those with Down syn- 
drome. They teach all of us, 
even the janitors, security per- 
sonnel and the tenants’ repre- 
sentatives, on how to handle 
these people when they go in to 
our environment, how to ap- 
proach them, and how to help 
them,” Mateo says. 

Jimmy Silva, a blind architect 
and a member of the United Ar- 
chitects of the Philippines, is а 
regular speaker in these semi- 
nars. He is also an active mem- 
ber of the NCWDP and has visit- 
ed the SM malls to share his 
knowledge to the management. 
and employees by providing 
them with guidelines and direc- 
tions on coping with people 
with disabilities 


Breastfeeding stations 
SM has also installed breast- 
feeding stations within the 


RIGHT fixtures are given emphasis in toilets for safety and comfort. 


malls to give privacy and ster- 
ile surroundings to nursing 
moms and their babies. It is up 
to the mothers to use the 
rooms, whether for bottle- or 
breastfeeding, or to change 
their baby's diaper, the rooms 
are given as a venue for them 
to take care of their child's 
needs. 

Aside from the ladies’ room, 
diaper boards are also installed 
in the men's room, as fathers 


have also become active in 
tending to their children. Soon, 
kiddie urinals and toilet seats 
will be placed for little boys and 
girls in the ladies’ room. 

Other innovations in SM 
malls are the alarm lights, 
strategically located in case of 
emergency so that deaf cus- 
tomers can also be warned, pri- 
ority lanes in the grocery for the 
handicapped and the elderly, 
and basic sign language has al- 
зо been taught to the mall staff. 
Plans to include captions in 
movies so that people in the au- 
dience who are deaf can really 
enjoy what they are watching 
are also underway. 

SM was recently invited in 
the United Nations Economic 
and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific (Unescap) 
to speak for the Asian and Pa- 
cific Decade of Disabled Per- 
sons conference in Bangkok, 
where Garcia shared the inno- 
vations they have done in рго- 
viding a handicapped-friendly 
environment in their malls 
across the country, as well as 
other plans on how to. im- 
prove. The company was wide- 
ly lauded for these improve- 
ments and its sensitivity to the 
needs of persons with disabili- 
ties. 

As malls have become a 
lifestyle among Filipinos, SM 
wishes to keep PWDs from feel- 
ing deprived from enjoying that 
experience by ensuring that ev- 
eryone, handicapped or not, 
feel like any other mall-goers 
out to have some fun. 


= 


WHEELCHAIR lifts are installed for easy transport 


- ІЗІ 
frie? 


ТІМЕ DEPOSIT 


% 
„0% 
Guaranteed 


* Minimum of PhP 50,000 

+ 5-year placement, tax-free 

+ Accessible monthly income 
* Rata is or annum and subjact o change nithout pror € 


‘Ifyou are looking for 
literary flourishes, this is 


if you are in search for the 
unvarnished truth ... this 
could be the book that 
would enrich family life, 
perk up existence in the 
workplace and provide a 
new velocity to the race 

| you are running 


Manage your account online via PSBank Remote Banking. 
Open a time deposit now.in any of 162 branches nationwide. 


Vet cur webs swim pabank tom ph 


menn 


‘Nowadays, people ure able to do more with the technology that the modern world could offer. 
The intemel, laptops, mobile devices, mp3 players and other products of the information age have made 
life easicr, connecting individuals closer together and actually making the world smaller. 


Filipinos themselves have lesser time to relax and unwind to relieve the stress that one incurs at work. 
Some may not have time to bond with their families and friends because of their busy schedules. 
Опе could say that with so many things to do these days, life itself seems to just Пу away. 


Fortunately Cavitenos, who are known for their hardworking attitude, rediscovered how to invigorate 
themselves through their very own local paradise called Island Cove Resort and Leisure Park. 

The 12 hectare resort and leisure park is formerly known as Covelandia and is known to be a 
popular tourist destination in the Philippines because of their world-class facilities even gaining the 
“АЛА” rating from the Department of Tourism as an accredited resort and passing the 

150 9001:2000 cenifieation recently. 


Тһе island's design is based on the Mediterranean style which translates a relaxing setting for their 
visitors and clearly reflects mood inside their 113 hotel rooms and cottages that's Wi-Fi enabled аг 
а Jacuzzi ready for use exclusively for their guests, 

Aside from their hot tubs, Oceania is available for pool lovers and houses 4 big slides within the 
2,079sqm pool, with 2 kiddie pools and playgrounds in it. 


Health-buffs are not left out here since they also have state of the art exercise equipments in their 
Gym at the Cove with licensed instructors and even introducing a first-ever exercise program done 
in the water called Aqua-aerobies. 

Island Cove has their SportsCove that contains their Bowling and Billiards facilities while they also 
have Tennis courts, Basketball court, and even a Beach Volleyball court for the sporty types to enjoy 


What's really unique to Island Cove is that it’s the only resort that has animals in it. 

Not in the pool of course but in the Animal Island. Kids and adults alike would enjoy and learn a lot 
from visiting the animals in their in-house zoo containing tigers, monkeys, and crocodiles where one 
could even feed or have their pictures taken. The facility also has a butterfly farm, rabbit village, 
ostrich farm and horse stables wherein they could ride their chosen horses. Animal Island also sells 
some novelty items such as home grown plants, ostrich eggs, and even some breeds of the animals 
they have in their farm. 


Even with the rainy days going, Island Cove offers some packages for visitors such as their Family, 
Couples, and Friendship packages for hotel accommodations from October 16, 2007 to 
February 28, 2008, and the Rain-"Nsuns promo for Oceania for pool enthusiasts. 


For more information, you may call Island Cove's Makati sales office at 810-3740, 810-3728, 810-5351 to 
chat with their friendly agents, or you could also text them at 092 
0917-5517776. For online savvy users, you could inquire through email at 
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EXECUTIVE 
READ 


not your kind of book. But „в. „„авенегуош" 


By Joel Osteen 
Free Press, 2007 


By Dante M. Velasco 
Contributor. 


ITS BEEN SAID THAT THE 
immense popularity of self- 
improvement and  "feel- 
good" books is a principal fea- 
ture of the 21st century, when 
people—tired of abstruse 
philosophical and political dis 
cussions that appeal to the 
mind—go for “uncomplicated 
books that inspire and appeal to 
the heart. 

And yet a quick review of phe 
nomenal successes in the pub. 
lishing industry reveals that 
there had been books that 
achieved similar fame—and for 
tune much earlier. 

As early as 1936, a book titled 
“How to Win Friends and Influence 
People” by Dale Carnegie was а runaway 
bestseller. This one book sold 30 million 
copies worldwide, and still printing. 

Another book, “The Power of Positive 
Thinking” by Norman Vincent Peale was 
published in 1952, and stayed in the New 
York Times bestseller list for 186 consecu- 
tive weeks. The book has so far sold more 
than 20 million copies and translated in 42. 
languages. 

There was a dearth of huge successes for 
a time until a stream of new books came in 
succession. 

Hitting the scene first was the “Seven 
Habits of Highly Effective People,” written 
by Stephen Covey, which sold 15 million 
copies worldwide, since itwas published in 
1989. 

It was followed by “Awaken the Giant 
Within” and five other books (from 199210 
2003) by Anthony Robbins which, com- 
bined, sold 50 million copies, 

‘And then came the tandem of books in 
our time that somehow attained universal 
appeal, never mind that these are protes- 
tant preachers: “Purpose Driven Life” by 
Rick Warren, and “Your Best Life Now” by 
Joel Osteen. Both books already sold copies 
in the millions. 

Osteen, Warren's junior by 10 years, is 
this generation's flavor of the year. And 
cashing in on his spreading appeal, Osteen 
has recently published “Become a Better 
You,” easily a fitting sequel to “Your Best 
Life Now.” 

The book reveals seven keys to “improv- 
ing your life every day,” a tagline that is as 
plain as the essential truths the book of- 
fers. 

You'd say the "seven keys" аге not new, 
and you are right. And yet, drawing from 
Biblical precepts, Osteen dishes out 
thoughts that provoke and inspire like the 
phrase: “the power of your bloodline” and 
"the generational blessing.” The surprise 
comes when he makes the transition from 
the physical to the spiritual. 

The principle behind “investing in rela- 
tionships” applies banking principles on 
personal relationships. And “staying pas- 
sionate about life" endorses a life of enthu- 
siasm that releases power, 

Truths in personal relationships and 
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Charming stories deliver 
truths on life and success 


about attaining success are presented 
with illuminating stories. Osteen draws a 
lesson, for example, from the tightrope 
walker, “What is the key to walking on the 
tightrope?” Joel asks the athlete. Answer: 
“The secret is to keep your eyes fixed on 
where you are going. You never look 
down. Where your head goes, that's 
where your body is going. There’s a good 
chance you will fall.” Simply said, but 
powerfully so. 

Delivering a truth about “feeding a good 
habit,” Osteen narrates а Cherokee tale that 
accentuates the positive (sounding like 
Peale's “positive thinking”) but delivers a 
wallop of a truth. 

A Cherokee grandpa advises his grand- 
son: “Son, on the side of every person a bat- 
tle is raging between two wolves. One wolf 
is evil. Irs angry, jealous, unforgiving, 
proud and lazy. The other wolf is good. It's 
filled with love, kindness, humility and self- 
control.” 

Grandson asks: “Grandpa, which wolf is 
going to win?” 

Grandpa answers: “Whichever one you 
кей” 

You will discover that the choice parts in 
the new Osteen book are the stories—with 
their charm, sincerity and utter simplicity. 

Ifyou are looking for literary flourishes, 
this is not your kind of book. But if you are 
in search for the unvarnished truth, Шиз- 
trated by heartwarming stories and illu- 
minated by Biblical passages that have 
won universal appeal, this could be the 
book that would enrich family life, perk 
up existence in the workplace, and pro- 
vide a new velocity to the race you are 
running 

‘The prose is unpretentious and yet the 
stories, though deceptively simple, brings 
the truth directly where it counts: Your 
heart first, then your mind. Before you 
know it, after reading the book, you come 
away somehow changed. 

One author said it well earlier: ‘A mind, 
stretched to a new dimension, will never go 
back to its original dimension.” As Osteen 
would say it in a so simple way, “stretch to 
the next level.” If the words come in the 
way, focus on the awesome truth. (dan- 
temvelasco@yahoo.com) 
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ELNIDO 
isa place like 
noother. 
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By Alex Y. Vergara 
Our Promo, ROOM for as low as. 
F АШ THE EXOTIC | P1,350+ per person on twin sharing 
O locales Denis Brogniart and наоко 

his collaborators have shot К уолан, 
їп, the host of the top-rated French + Full Buffet Breakfast 
reality TV show "Koh Lanta," a at Le Jardin Restaurant 
"Survivor-like hit show, cited в ed KON s 
Palawan and New Caledonia as 
“two of the best.” 

Brogniart went on to heap praises on 
Palawan, particularly El Nido resort, where 
he stayed, as the most beautiful location 
they've come across in seven years. 

“Ies incredible to see a place like this 
where you can be totally lost,” he said. “It 


has everything—from lush forest to trans- | City Garden Hotel 
parent waters full of fish and corals of vari- | X маш 
‘ous shapes and colors." 


Show producer Thierry Graff was equally 
awed when and he his team “stumbled” оп | yatat cor. Kalayaan Avenue, Makati Cty 
Palawan while scouring the globe for possi- | Telephone No.: 899-1111 
ble locations. Блай: maali@eltygardentotes.com 
“Tt was really spectacular to see those | Wetsitewww.citygardenhotels.com 
PALAWAN CA 


uc 
AL Yi LIE Travel 


Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 


2207 (Globe) and 386 (Smart) or email us at litestyle@inquirer.com.ph 


France's version 
of the ‘Survivor’ 
reality TV 


show rates 


| 
| 
| 


| the Philippines’ 


nature 
showcase as 
the world’s best 


(0917) 861 6584 | 


,Www.primestateventures.com 


Swank Ае join an NGO 
and, ЖА, save the envionment. 


| want b be a Certiied diver Y | 
and help people. diseover 


the beauty bf our 4 
seas. < 
222 


p 
: ve] and, see. 
Weit Darts d the world. 


M] Wir т OPEN MY OWN Business 
ДА м» HEIP Sen My BROTHERS AND 
” p деле 10 GCHDOL. 


| want fo сот а. college degree 
and get 6 good рЫ. 
ч 


y ү 


H vg fo sy 4 
ДСА 


Its Healthy. It’s the Supermeat. 


[en 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


SundayLIFESTYLE 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2007 


HALTER dress 
of Mangyan fabric 
| and banana-fiber 
wrap 


Passion 
and tradition 
in one-- 


weave 


Dita Sandico Ong's new 
line of home furnishings 


PLACEMATS and other 
table linens 


am 


Text by Cheche V. Moral 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


Y THE TIME A MODEL 

turns on her heels at the end 

of the runway, the dress on 
her back has been knocked off and 
is on its way to mass production in 
а Third-World factory some- 
where. 

Okay, an overstatement perhaps. But 
that pretty much describes how quickly 
the world wants things, and just how 
quickly it can get them. 

So why would a designer-entrepreneur, 
if she had to be in with the times, opt to go 
the long route and have her materials 
handwoven in a place so remote it takes 
practically 10 hours of bumpy drive to 
reach? Why would she devote her time 
producing an indigenous fabric that, sev- 
еп years after she took on the cause, “һе 
local market still considers too "ethnic," 
ergo not commercially profitable? Surely 
an entrepreneur of lesser resolve would've 
given up by now. 

But Dita Sandico Ong isn't that kind of 
entrepreneur 

Several years after she began working 
with che Mangyan tribe of Mindoro, creat- 
ing couture dresses with their handwoven 
fabric, Ong is now producing home fur- 
nishings using the same material, a devel- 
‘opment that she says will help sustain the 


FELY S. GUPIT, PRESIDENT 
of the Natural Stone Society 
of the Philippines, will give a 
lecture demonstration on 
"The Allied Arts of Bonsai: 
Saikei and Suiseki" Oct. 19 at 
the Activity Center, Gateway 
Mall, Araneta Center, QC. 
One of the few practitioners 
of Saikei (landscape tray ar- 
rangement), she will demon- 
strate at 10 a.m.-12 nn the ef- 


IKEBANA PROFESSOR SERA- 
pion S. Мега is conducting 
‘workshops for flower arrange- 
ment for All Souls Day and 
landscaping. 

Practical Guide to Land- 
scaping will be held. 
Oct. 20-21. It will 
cover identification 
of "hard-scape" and 


“soft-scape” materi- B M 
knowing the | 4.2 

lants appropriate ^ 2% 

р !ppropi gry 


to the design and (YS олі 
macroclimare оГ 

the area; ideas for 
designing; planning 

and estimating; de- 

sign faults and haz- 

ards, Zen garden 
philosophy алд 

care and maintenance. 

All materials will be provid- 
ed. For the hands-on miniature 
tray landscape, each partic 
pant can take home his/her 
work. 


at Мете 


uses fabric handmade 
by the Mangyan tribe 


PILLOW cases 


Mangyan community. 

In 2000, Ong, with Earthlite Founda- 
tion, began working with the Mangyans, 
to help revive their fast-dwindling tradi- 
tion of fabric weaving. Best known for her 
elegant banana-fiber shawls, Ong grew up 
watching the Mangyan weavers at work 
on visits to the island with her father, а 
cattle rancher. 

The weavers of her childhood used to 
spin their own yarns, she recalls. Surplus 
threads from factories in the province lat- 
er took the place of hand-spun threads. 

The Mangyan fabric is akin to denim, 
with distinct linear and dotted patterns 
anda nubby finish. 


x 


A notch higher 

For her latest project, Ong happily re- 
ports the weavers are now being supplied 
first-class, 100-percent linen threads. 

“We're taking it a notch higher,” she de- 
scribes of the products that will be sold ex- 
clusively in Ayala Museum. 

“Our main goal is to give the market 
awareness, that these are the things you 
can do with the material,” Ong says. "I 
know that many people don't appreciate 
this kind of thing, that they feel it's too 
ethnic. I it's only tourists who would buy 
this collection, it's fine (ог now, you know. 
We hope the local market will follow suit. 
We're doing it so that some of the young 
ones may be inspired." 

What drives Ong in this pursuit is large- 
ly sentimental, owing much to memories 
of her youth. 

“I want to keep the [weaving] tradition 
alive. If we support their livelihood, 
maybe one day it can be an industry that 
would eventually draw tourists. (The 
town of] Bulalacao is so sleepy and re- 
mote, and it takes 10 hours to get there. 
But these could all change." 

In January, through a grant from the 
National Commission for Culture and the 
Arts, 30 Mangyan weavers aged 18-60 
graduated from the Oriental Mindoro 
School of Living Traditions, according to 
Ong. 

"Weaving was slowly dying; very few of 
the younger generation knew how to do it 
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and banana-fiber 
shawl 


Шей Bonsai arts 


fective and dramatic use of 
stone and bonsai to create а 
miniature natural 
Another lecture demo on Su- | 
iseki (natural stone apprecia- 
tion) will be held 3-5 p.m. 
The lecture demos are part of 
the activities during the 4th 
Philippine 
Inc, National Bonsai Open 
Exhibition and Competition 
on Oct, 12-21. 


Landscaping seminar 


scenery. 


Bonsai Society 


Flower Arrangement for all 
‘Occasions will be held Oct. 24- 
28. The course covers Classical 
styles of Ikebana with hands- 
on for Moribana and Shoka 
and discussion on sourcing of 


materials; Western 
styles with hands- 
оп for all-around or 
one-sided, L-shape 
and techniques of 
lengthening the 
vase Ше of cut- 
flowers. 

‘Advance regis- 
tration is required 
at least three days 
before the work- 
shops. АШ work- 
shops will be held 
1-6 p.m. every day 
Plant Arts seminar 


room, King Louis Garden Cen- 
ter, Manila Seedling Bank cor- 
ner Edsa and Quezon Avenue, 
Quezon City Call 9394593, 
4352479, or 0917-8321352. 


CEBU CEBU 


Jaime Picornell 


before this seminar,” she says. The pur- 
pose was to train them again. “We didn't 
kill tradition. It's the same techniques, 
same patterns, same natural dyeing pro- 
cess." 

The only concession made to meet com- 
mercial demand is the supply of ready- 
made thread. "We cut halfway through 
the process by providing them with 
thread." 

Ong adds, "The goal is long-term. This 
isn't something you can get instant suc- 
cess from. So you have to have a certain 
passion for it." 

STRUSTANTONOSNLACSANTOS 
MODEL LAURENCEGLLOT 


JUNIOR DESIGNER JOANA ALAS 
SHOTONLOCATION IN CASITA BABEL ANKAO, BATANGAS 


Marian art exhibit opens 


‘THE IMPOSING OLD SPANISH CONVENT 
of the Cebu Metropolitan Cathedral was 
turned into a museum a year ago. Valuable 
images, altars, vases, furnishings and other 
artifacts are kept there alongside important 
documents pertaining to the archdiocese on 
the upper floor. 

Architect Melva Java has been commend- 
ed for an intense and most faithful restora- 
tion. It has earned her a papal award, no less. 

In the ground floor is a memorial chapel 
dedicated to the late Msgr. Virgilio Yap who, 
more than 10 years ago, started the museum. 
Beside it is a gallery where art exhibits are 
held. Currently ongoing is titled "Maghimaya 
Ka Maria,” the first line of the prayer “Hail 
Mary” in Cebuano. 

Cebu's top artists have given their versions 
of "Mother & Child" in this exposition. Every- 
One deserves heaps of congratulations: 
Sofronio de la Cerna, Tito Cuevas, Ber Her- 
moso, Bert "Boy" Kiamko, Celso Pepito and 
his wife Fe Madrid Pepito, Antonio Vidal and 
Jose Kimsoy Yap. Guest artist is Fr. Domi 
nador Bersales, an Augustinian priest in Sor- 
sogon. 

Impressive guest list 

The opening program, held at the Msgr 
Yap chapel, was graced by His Eminence Ri- 
cardo Cardinal Vidal, archbishop of Cebu; 
and by Bishop Julito Cortes who is the parish 
priest of the Cathedral. 

Jan Michael Banaynal sang the Magnificat 
and Raki Vega, the national anthem. 

Welcome remarks were delivered by Msgr. 
Carlito Ропо, the museum director. He ac- 
knowledged the large number of prominent 
persons present. The rationale was given by 


Manguerra, Tina Escano Unchuan, Chinggay 
de Veyra Utzurrum and Joe Recio 


BERT "Boy" Kiamko and Louella Alix with 
the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe 


CELSO and Fe Pepito 


MSGR. Carlito Ропо 
with Amparito and 
Michel Lhuillier, and 
the painting by Celso 
Pepito which they 
chose for their new 
home 


Fr Brian Brigoli, assistant director and head 
curator. He was the best man for the job, hav- 
ing completed a course in Museology. 

Celso Pepito gave a response on behalf of 
the artists who were all duly introduced by 
Louella Alix. She is one of the museum's cura- 
tors, perhaps the most active, certainly the 
most visible. 

Mary Rose Villacastin Manghuyop, the 
program emcee, then asked everyone to 
move to the foyer for the next ceremony. 

This was the coronation of the image of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe as patroness of the 
Cebu Cathedral Museum. Involved were Car- 
dinal Vidal, assisted by Zenaida Santo 
Domingo Larrazabal and Michel Lhuillier, 
two of the leading benefactors of the muse- 
um. 

Michel and Amparito arrived early, took а 
peek at the exhibit and chose a work by Celso. 
Pepito in pen-and-ink, or was it chiaroscuro? 
No matter, it will certainly have a place in the 
new house they are building atop a scenic hill 
іп Maria Luisa Estate Park. 
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BER Hermoso, Sofronio de la Cerna and Casa 
Gorordo's Jocelyn Gerra 
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DURANO, holding the country's m. 


Manny Озтейа, Philippine Ambassador to Russia Ernesto Llamas, DOT Undersecretary Edu 
Jarque, SEAir's Mia Martinez, Marian Villegas and DOT's Verna Buensuceso 
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“WOW” couple Durano and wife Carmen 


Post-Cold War Russians 
warm up to the Philippines 


S THE 21-DAY VISA-FREE TRAVEL 
Д Russia to the Philippines be- 

gins to take effect, expect more Rus- 
sians to come to the country. Such news 
would have caused massive hysteria during 
‘the Cold War. 

Rather than be paralyzed with fear, the 
‘country’s major players in tourism, led by 
Tourism Secretary Joseph "Ace" Durano, wel- 
comed the development (which began Oct. 
1) and even went as far as flying to Russia re- 
cently to join Leisure Moscow, dubbed as the 
biggest annual travel fair in the former Soviet 
Union. 

То give the event its due importance, the 

Philippine team built one of the country’s 
biggest and most colorful tourism pavilions 
to date. 
1” Splashed with giant wall-mounted photos 
of Philippine icons such as white-sand beach- 
es and the tarsier, the kiping-festooned booth 
sat proudly in the center of a huge exhibit 
hall in Moscow, alongside bigger but less 
imaginative efforts by Thailand, Singapore 
and Malaysia. 

Leisure Moscow coincided with Luxury 


Leisure, a smaller, more targeted event held Pez. 


іп another hall and aimed at Russia's high- 
flying jet-setters, The Philippines had a small- 
ег booth centered on wellness—complete 
with masseuses—to appeal to this group. 

То add a dash of culture to the event, Dura- 
по brought with him members of the Bayani- 
фап Dancers, who again succeeded in regal- 
ing and softening the hearts of even the most 
‘seemingly dour Muscovites. 


Normandy landing 

It was a back-to-back marketing blitz, as 
Durano and a smaller party flew later in the 
week to Deauville, a charming town in Nor- 
папу, France, to join another tourism Mec- 
‘ca dubbed as TopResa. 
|, Wife Carmen and fellow Cebuano Eduar- 
do Jarque Jr, undersecretary for tourism 
planning and promotions, accompanied Du- 
rano on both trips. 

A similar, albeit smaller booth held its own 

mong those of the competition in Deauville. 
This time, images of places the French hold 
ear such as Palawan and the Banaue rice 
terraces were plastered from one wall to an- 
other. 

Palawan, particularly El Nido, has recently 
‘caught the attention of the French market af- 
fer it became the setting of "Koh Lanta,” 
France's answer to "Survivor." Hosted by De- 
is Brogniart (see main story), the top-rated 
теайу TV show featured Palawan for an en- 
tire season earlier this year. 

Durano deemed the twin efforts vital given 
{the fact that France and Russia are currently 
‘two of the leading sources of inbound travel- 
rs from Europe. 


Prized market 

{ Although Europe makes up a mere 9 рег- 

tent of the country's tourism market, it re- 

mains a prized source, especially in the case 

‘of Russians, who are known to stay longer 

dnd splurge as they hop from "paradise to 
тайке” 

Not only are Philippine beaches more pris- 
Jine and scenic than those in Phuket and Bali, 
{the country’s tour operators offer one thing 
‘others don't: multiple beach packages from 
‘one island to another that allow tourists a 

10st of unique experiences and attractions. 


The entry of new airlines such as SEAir PHOEBE and Richard Lim, Eskaya Beach 
‘and the dramatic increase in the number of Resortand Spa 


world-class rooms (24,000 as of last count) 
have made island hopping possible. 

‘As Durano aptly put it: The reasons to visit 
the Philippines are perhaps as numerous as 
the 7,107 islands that make up the entire 
archipelago. And to give tourists a semblance 
of city life, these packages usually include ei- 
ther Manila or Cebu City in the mix. 

“By 2010, we're projecting an increase in 
tourist arrivals from three million to five mil- 
lion,” Durano added. “Hopefully, Europe's 
share would have increased to 15 percent by 
then.” 

Before he assumed the post three years 
‘ago, tourism arrivals barely scraped the two- 
million mark. Durano attributed the 50-рег- 
cent increase primarily to “selective” over- 
seas promotions done on a relatively 
shoestring budget. 

While the likes of Malaysia and Singapore 
spend untold sums on sleek ads via global 
media outlets, the Philippines has been more 
creative and discerning in appealing directly 
to markets that matter most through these 
travel fairs. 

“Its all about presence,” said Efren Be- 
larmino, GM of Plantation Bay Resort and 
Spa. “Even if you have the best resort, tour 
operators tend to forget about you if you 
don’t join these shows." 

Itwas Cebu-based Plantation Bay's second 
year to join Leisure Moscow, and Belarmino 
couldn't be happier. 

"This year is definitely much better in 
terms of attendance and inquiries generat- 
ed," he said. 


Russian guest officer 

In fact, to recognize the Russian markets 
importance, Plantation Bay is the first and so 
far the only local resort to hire a Filipino- and 
English-speaking Russian guest services offi 
cer 

Ivan Spencer Lim, GM of the newly refur- 
bished Dos Palmas Resort and Spa in 
Palawan, mirrored Belarmino's optimism. 

“We've done Korea and China before,” said 
Lim. "But this is our first time to promote in 
Russia. In spite of the distance and the 
Moscow traffic, the tripis worth it.” 

Oddly enongh, no one seemed to know or 
had bothered to ask Lim about the kidnap- 
ping incident in Dos Palmas in 2001. All they 
cared about were the resorts facilities and 


TOURISM Secretary Joseph Ace Durano cuts the ceremonial ribbon to officially open Leisure Moscow. uorossr Aexvvecisa 


But French 
tourists 
reclaim 
top spot as 
country's 
foremost 
European 
visitors 
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marine attractions. 

“We didn't change our name in an attempt 
to hide what happened,” said Lim. “We've 
beefed up security measures, but what makes 
me bullish is the fact that we have a very 
good product to offer." 

Indeed, the private sector has responded 
to DOT's efforts by investing close to $3 bil- 
lion in hotel and resort development in vari- 
ous parts of the Philippines. If we're to 
achieve our dream of welcoming five million 
tourists by 2010, said Durano, the country 
needs to double its room and air capacities 
within the next two to three years. 

In recent years, DOT has also intensified 
so-called familiarization tours by inviting se- 
lected members of the foreign media to 
spend all-expense paid holidays here. Such 
investments have resulted in glowing travel 
stories that directly appeal to potential 
tourists 

"Our initial strategy was to create а short- 
term boost by promoting to such markets аз 
China and Korea," says Durano. "Now that 
tourism arrivals, together with our capacity 
to cater to them, is growing, we need to sus- 
tain business by going to the European mar- 
kets.” 


French fave 

As far as Philippine tourism is concerned, 
France currently occupies the top spot in Eu- 
rope, while Russia ranks sixth. 

Not a few French tourists, particularly 
divers, have long favored spending their holi- 
days here. But the inflow of tourists from Eu- 
rope, especially France, was reduced to a 
trickle five years ago after the terrorist group 
Abu Sayyaf kidnapped a number of tourists, 
including Frenchmen, in Malaysia. 

Through the years, France has slowly lifted 
its travel ban to the Philippines. While it still 
discourages its citizens from venturing into 

certain areas in Mindanao, 
the French government has 
given them the green light 
to visit such destinations as 
Manila, Banaue, Cebu, Bo- 
racay, Bohol and Palawan. 
But nothing excites Du- 
тапо more these days than 
the likely deluge of Russian 
"жа tourists to the country as a 
direct result of visa-free 
travel. Instead of flying to 
Moscow to get a visa, Rus- 
sians from eastern cities like Vladivostok can 
now fly directly to Manila via Korea or China. 

“The growth of the Russian market has 
been phenomenal,” said Durano. “The num- 
ber of Russian tourists has tripled from 4,000 
three years ago to 12,000 as of today" 

This newfound relationship between the 
two nations didn't escape the notice of Rus- 
sian tourism officials. 

‘Apart from delivering a short speech (the 
only tourism official from а foreign country 
to do so), the barong-clad Durano, together 
with several Russian bigwigs, cut the ribbon 
to mark the travel fair’s official opening. Не 
also received an award the next day for best 
in marketing efforts. 

“Most Russians travel with their families 
and stay for an average of seven to 10 days,” 
said Belarmino. "And they really spend! What 
more can you ask?" 

Yes, as if in answer to Sting's question іп 
his poignant hir song, the Russians love to 
travel with their children, too. 

Alex Y. Vergara 


Palawan takes French TV... sea 


rock formations and magnifi- watched the Palawan series fitness buff who had a treadmill beach," Brogniart shared with a 
cent beaches all in one place,” during its entire 11-week run, shipped all the way from Manila hearty chuckle. "I felt the same 
he said. “It’s а dream location making it the highest-rating to El Nido. Apart from theshows way wherever I went, whether 
that’s isolated yet accessible “Koh Lanta” adventure so far. French crew, Graff and company it was in Boracay or in Manila." 
enough to stage challenges.” For sure, there are hundreds, had to hire hundreds of locals to. After endorsing the Philip- 
The irony wasn't lost оп if not thousands, of islands all provide support. pines in a press conference or- 
Graff when he admitted that over the tropics that are as Brogniart went on to assure ganized by the Department оѓ 
Palawan, by far, is more scenic beautiful and as isolated as French reporters that the Tourism in the recently con- 
than Koh Lanta, a resort island Palawan. But the latter offers Philippines is a safe place to cluded TopResa travel fair in 
in southern Thailand, from rare mix of nature and mod- visit except for certain islands Deauville, France, the tower- 
whichtheshowgotitsname.  ern-dayamenitiesacrewof70 like Jolo. Terrorism, he added, ing Brogniart later graced the 
OT people (excluding 16 French сап happen anywhere, even in Philippine pavilion, where he ч К 
9 million viewers contestants) needs in order to  placeslikeParisandlondon. elicited stares of approval from БАСҚ «СҚС 
But the biggest affirmation effectively do their jobs. "Not once did I feel unsafe in a curious French public. PF Seg S dul 
came from the French people Тһе logistics involved in Palawan except one morning Indeed, DOT has another win- dat a 
themselves. Close to nine mil- shootingashowlike"Kohlanta" when a big dog followed me ning endorserin itseffortsto fur-  PALAWAN'S transparent waters have captivated French viewers. 
lion viewers reportedly are staggering, said Brogniart, а while 1 was jogging on the ther push “Brand Philippines.” меу Seno 
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The Philippines 
on the menu 


F YOU ARE GOING TO 
[= whether for busi- 

ness or pleasure, do not 
forget to include the Philip- 
pine Travel Café in your 
itinerary. 

Located in the business dis- 
triet of lidabashi, Tokyo, itis a 
joint project of the Depart- 
ment of Tourism and Travel 
Café Co. Ltd. 

"This is the first-ever 
Philippine ^ food.themed 
restaurant in the world," said 
Kazuyuki Goto, executive 
vice president of Travel Café 
Co. Ltd. 

The 350-sq-m_ restaurant 
that can seat 70, offers a taste. 
of Filipino food amid modern 
Filipino interiors 

The interior design is 
based on traditional themes 
as conceptualized by multi- 
awarded Filipino architect 
Bobby Mafiosa. The pieces of 
furniture are mostly made of 
local materials like coconut 
and abaca. 

Interior designers and de- 
velopers of the café include 
Budji Layug and Impy Pilapil. 

The café has a travel 
concierge that provides infor- 
mation about trips to the 
Philippines, including her- 
itage tours and packages. 
Well-made videos promoting 
the Philippines and featuring 
local celebrity Regine Ve- 
lasquez play in the back- \\ 
ground. LESSER 

The café offers dishes cre- 
ated by Via Mare owner-chef 
Glenda Barretto in close col- 
laboration with the cafe's 
Japanese chefs. The menu in 
cludes the famous adobo, 
lumpiang prito, pancit and 
other Filipino favorites. 

“Aside from the beautiful 
beaches, we want to promote 
the Philippines—its heritage, 
music, etc. through the Travel 
Café,” said Goto. “We want to 
establish the Philippines as a 
travel hub," he added. 

As part of the company's А Ža 

lan {ог expansion, it will x Т. 
алек о Іс SM SHRIMP and avocado with 


А tartar di 
Mall of Asia on Nov. 23. ВУВ P ккотоутвашулонрос 


KAZUYUKI Goto, executive 
vice president of Travel Café 
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single most powerful tourism and travel as- 
sociation in Japan. 

The three-day affair brought together 
major tour operators from around the 
world and Japanese travel agents. The 
Philippine delegation consisted of key offi- 
cials of top travel associations, representa- 
tives of the Philippine Airlines headed by 
Danilo Lim and officials of the Department 
of Tourism including Secretary Joseph 
“Асе” Durano, Undersecretary Eduardo Jar- 
que and “Team Japan" led by director Beni- 
to Bengzon Jr. 

“The fair is not merely for travel trades 
but also a chance for tour operators to meet 
me and Filipino resort and hotel owners,” 
Durano said. 

For the tourism chief, this kind of “meet- 
ing" was a worthwhile investment. 

“We are now їп а ‘virtuous’ cycle. We al- 
ready achieved a volume of tourist arrivals 
that’s attracting investment which, in turn, 
expand our capacity (and) allows us to 
bring in more tourists," he said. "Through. 
this event, we hit the travel trade and the 
consumers as well.” 


Target market 

In the past, DOT programs for Japan 
were focused on men. This time, the de- 
partment shifted its focus to Japanese 
‘women who enjoy shopping and love being 
pampered. 

“When we learned that the market share 
is now leaning towards the ladies and also 
scuba divers—we call them sub- 
mersibles—we made some adjustments to 
our programs to cater to these segments,” 
said Durano. 

Japanese women tend to seek relaxing, 
no-frills holidays. DOT believed these 
women were willing to spend their hard- 
earned money just to get the pampering 
they wanted. 

“When we speak of [total] wellness, it's 
not just the spas. It includes dining, shop- 
ping, among other things," said Durano. 

And how much does a Japanese woman 
spend on shopping? According to a survey, 
an average of $150-200 a day, including 
visits to a spa or beauty salon for skin care 
and pampering. 

DOT said the trend now was really well- 
ness, and Philippines offered a wide range 
of products and services. 

"When it comes to shopping, they 
(Japanese women] actually look for 
brands. They don't care (about the cost) as 
Jong as it suits them,” said Jarque. 

Also being targeted by DOT are Japan's 
growing number of part-time workers, 
about 1.5 million mostly out-of-school 
youth. 

Though they were not full-time workers 
they earned enough to indulge their pas- 
sion or hobby like traveling. 

Durano said it was important to know 
and understand the market well. “Even if 
the market is shrinking, just by looking 
closely, you'll see segments growing and, by 
focusing on these markets, we would be 
able to increase our ranking and get a big- 
ger share of the market," he said. 


Health and wellness 

The department anchors its current 
Japanese campaign on “health and well- 
ness.” DOT Team Japan has adopted the lo- 
go “Wellness from the Inside Out” for its on- 
going marketing campaign. 

This thrust was reflected in the Philip- 
pine, booth, one of 948 booths during the 
fair. A total of 772 exhibitors from 134 
countries participated and 107,078 visitors 
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MEN IN BARONG. Carlos Estepa, |r of Philippine Tourism Authority; 
PAL's Danilo Lim; Tourism Undersecretary Eduardo Jarque; and 
Team Japan's Benito Bengzon Jr 
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TOURISM Secretary Ace Durano with 
Midori Matsushima, deputy minister of 
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and 
‘Transport of Japan 
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TEAM Japan's Deo Lubrin and Leona 
Nepomuceno 


were recorded. 

Booth exhibitors from different countries 
pulled ош ell the stops to attract the 
Japanese market, each with different 
strategies to woo the tourists. 

For instance, India showcased some of its 
traditional dances. It also featured services 
like henna tattoo and palm reading. Thai- 


A 


FORMER President. 


LY THE PHILIPPINE booth, one of the most admired among the fair’s 


land offered a touch of its famous Thai mas- 
sage. Sri Lanka, on the other hand, offered 
free tastes of its tea. 

With DOT's focus on health and well- 
ness, hilot, the traditional Filipino healing 
using coconut oil and natural essences, was 
showcased at the Philippine booth. Two 
traditional therapists demonstrated the 
hilot to Japanese visitors, 


Tourism campaigns 

DOT built its campaign around beach 
destinations such as Boracay, Palawan and 
Bohol. It chose Japanese model Anne 
Watanabe to do its promotional cam- 
paigns. 

“Our strategy is to use visuals that are at- 
tractive to women travelers. A lot of 
Japanese women look up to Anne, so we 
chose her,” said Durano. 

Instead of placing its ads on BBC and 
CNN, the agency advertised in Japanese 
media like fashion magazines, travel and 
lifestyle shows catering to the young. 

“There's no need for us to spend money 
on TV advertising (seen mainly by) busi- 
ness travelers," said Durano. 

А major issue the department had to deal 
with was not the peace and order situation. 
but the lack of clean restrooms especially in 
public places. It was noted at the Jata 
Congress that a major demand of Japanese 
travelers was a clean place to stay and clean 
restrooms, 

But Durano said, as foreign tourists went 
directly to resort destinations like Palawan, 
Boracay, Cebu, Bohol where the facilities 
were of high standard, he expected them to 
be satisfied with the amenities. 

“Our potential to grow as a destination is 
unlimited,” Durano said, “Іп fact, Laoag 
and even Samal Island are now being de- 
veloped to cater to the demands of these 
markets.” 

He expressed optimism that DOT could 
reach the target of five million Japanese 
tourist arrivals by 2010 especially with 
Philippine Airlines’ five flights a week from 
Manila to Osaka, daily flights (о Nagoya 
and Narita, four flights a week to Fukuoka, 
while three flights a week to Okinawa, 

During the fair, the Philippine delegation 
also marked a significant event for Philip- 
pine tourism in Osaka, the handover for the 
10th World Chinese Entrepreneurs Con- 
vention, which the Philippines will host in 
November 2009. 

“The event was attended by the WCEC In- 
ternational Secretariat officials and en- 
trepreneurs from around the world. 
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1 Ramos (center) with the Ramon Obusan Folkloric Group, 


backstage at the Osaka Convention Center during the 9th World Chinese Entrepreneurs 


Convention (WCEC) 
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Just for this season... 
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HIP-HOP star Billy Crawford performing with Maryss 


from Paris 
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SWATCH boys Billy Crawford 
and Christian Bautista. 


My fantastic cameo 
in the concert of the year 


WHEN SENSATIONAL HIP-HOP ARTIST 
Billy Crawford staged his first grand con- 
cert in the Philippines, “It's Time,” the mul- 
titalented young musician performed wi 
a powerhouse cast of internationally ac- 
claimed costars that brought the packed 
Araneta Coliseum crowd on its feet. 

The entire concert was run by a 
‘world-class production crew that put 
up, from the initial struggles of co- 
ordination and logistics to the fi- а 


қ 
nal implementation, a most visu- ` täys, 


ally impressive concert. 

Төзе in all the hyper energy, sheer 
determination and dedication of Billy 
and his team, and clearly "Its Time” 
was one of the best concerts to hit Mani- 
Ta in a while. Simply put, 
there was not one dull 
minute in the show. 

I learned Billy pro- 
duced the show himself 
In this way he could retain creative control, 
bringing in the director he wanted, Gabriel 
Hoareau, whose credits include directing 
the opening and closing ceremonies of the 
Athens Olympics. 

Thanks to Swatch, I had the opportunity 
to attend the closing ceremonies of the 
Athens Olympics three years ago. That was 
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Tessa Prieto-Valdes 
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The hyper-energy, 
sheer 
determination 
and dedication 

of Billy Crawford 
and his team 
made "It's Time" 
one of the best 
live shows to hit 
Manila in a while 


my first introduction to the work of this tal- 
ented French director. 

For Billy and “It’s Time,” Hoareau did not 
disappoint. For the grand opening number, 
he had Billy entering the stage upside- 
down, using a harness, that got a loud roar 
of amazement from the audience. From 
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WANT YOUR MAKEUP 


FLAWLESS AND SHINE-FREE? 
JUST ADD WATER! 


CLEAR SMOOTH 
AQUA GEL FOUNDATION 
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More than 50% water replaces pore clogging oil. 

With aloe, chamomile and vitamin E. 

Natural, perfect coverage, yet smooth, shine-free skin. 
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Journal away! 


EENAGERS CAN 

be an angst-ridden 

bunch. If you are a 
parent living with a 
teenager, you know ex- 
actly what I am talking 
about. 

However, before passing fur- 
ther judgment on today’s teens, 
we need to stop and remember 
how it was when we were 
"teenagers ourselves. By step- 
ping back and revisiting our 
past, we may begin to under- 
stand ourselves better and ap- 
ргесїаге our teeners more. 

Its definitely much harder to 
be a teenager nowadays. 
There's just too much going оп 
in theirlives—schoolwork, fam- 
ily issues, bestfriend dramas 
that rival today's telenovelas. 

The stress can sometimes be 
overwhelming, and that’s why 
parents and teachers need to 
provide these young men and 
Women with a safe haven where 
they can creatively work out 
these issues. 

Ihave found journaling to be 
an excellent and safe method 
for teens to sort out their feel- 
ings and anxieties. It is а 
method of self-expression that 
is both private and boundless, 
‘and a valuable tool for recon- 
necting with one’s inner self. 

One of the most helpful tools 
that my then 7-year-old daugh- 
ter used in her grief work after 
losing her brother was a journal 
we bought together. 

Thad already been journaling 
at that time and thought it 
might be a good tool to use to 
‘draw out her feelings. Nine 
"years later, she has stacks and 
Stacks of journals, safely kept in 
а drawer that she considers sa- 
cred and опе that 1 dare not 
open. 


If you use a journal, let your 
children see you take time out 
to write. Whether it is a paper 
journal or ап online journal 
such as a blog, allow your kids 
to see you write, and explain to 
them why you need to have the 
time and space to do so. 

Share something that you 
wrote about a difficult time in 
your life so that they can see 
how you worked through your 
feelings and found a solution to 
the problem. 

When you openly share the 
ways by which you deal with 
certain issues in your life, you 
role-model for them the steps 
on how they themselves can 
sort through the mix of happy, 
confusing, anxious and joyful 
moments they go through as 
teenagers. 

In showing them that you 
take time out to take care of 
yourself by writing or drawing, 
you show them the value of tak- 
ing time ош to care for their in- 
ner lives as well. 


Ground rules 

Before encouraging your 
daughter or son (some boys like 
to write and draw more than 
they will ever care to admit) to 
journal, you must first make a 
clear pact that you won't ever 
read his or her writing unless he 
or she willingly shares them 
with you 

Privacy is essential to make 
this agreement work. In our 
home, when my daughter wish- 
ез to journal, she makes an an- 
nouncement that she should 
not be disturbed because she is 
іп journaling mode and we re- 
spect her wishes. 

In the same manner, my chil- 
dren and husband know that 
when I blog, journal or write, 
unless it is a life-and-death is- 


sue, Lam incommunicado. 

‘Although many teens nowa- 
days opt to blog or journal on- 
line, nothing still beats the safe- 
ty and privacy of a paper jour- 
nal. The joy of actually scrib- 
bling your thoughts in a memo- 
ry book is a wonderful exercise. 
in itself. 

The idea may sound cheesy, 
but when your child decides to 
journal, go and pick out his or 
her first journal together. It is a 
positive memory that will be 
stored in your child's love bank 
and one that will be cherished 
for many years to come. 

Here are some tips to encour- 
age your teen, or even yourself, 
to release that inner wisdom 
and journal away! 

© On the first page, write about 
why you have opted to journal. 
What is it you want to achieve? 
Will your journal be a venue to 
tore your dreams, release your 
anger, record memories? 

ө Make a story out of your 
life or your current feelings. 
Happy, sad, moody, confused, 
hopeful? For 10 minutes, just 
write it all down. Do not edit 
your thoughts and just let ev- 
erything flow. If you feel you 
cannot write down anything, 
write—"I do not know what to 
write...” You may be surprised 
at how quickly your thoughts 
will flow from there. 

* Talk about specific events 
or people that have helped 
change you or your perspective 
ofthe world. 

‘© Write a letter to a lost loved 
one or friend 

Talk about a recent dream 
or nightmare that you had. 
When my son had bullying is- 
sues in his previous school, һе 
would write about these in an 
online journal where he would 
name the ogres and the mon- 


These are 
turbulent 
times, thus 

we all need 

to learn how 
to manage our 
finances well 


By Queena М. Lee-Chua 


MY FRIEND, WITH THREE 
children under the age of 5, 
was ina panic. "I want them to 
go to a good university, but tu- 
ition rise every year. Lam wary 
of educational plans, but 1 
don’t think my savings account 
is enough. What do Ido?" 

Why do tuition constantly 
rise? There are many reasons, 
but foremost among them is 
inflation, Citibank Savings 
puts it this way: “Inflation is 
when you pay P250 for the 
Р150 haircut you used to get 
for P80 when you had hair.” 

Because of inflation, we can 
only buy less of something 
now than we were able to do 
10 or even five years ago with 
the same amount of money. 

My dad said in 1950s, he 
could buy a hamburger for 50 
centavos, Now a good-size 
burger costs at least P30. 

When I was a kid in 1970s, a 
hardbound Nancy Drew book 
costs P20. Now the book, with 
thinner pages, costs almost 
P200. 

A kilo of white sugar cost 
P13 a decade ago. Now it costs 
Р29, more than double the old 
price. 

With gasoline, the picture із 
worse. Premium ^ gasoline 
prices increased by more than 
300 percent in 10 years, and 
diesel by more than 400 per- 
cent. 

Sure, international politics 
Jacked up the price of oil, but 
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sters after the boys who would 
taunt him. 

eYou can also paste pho- 
tographs or draw pictures on 
your journal of significant peo- 
ple or events. This activity may 
sound juvenile and old-fash- 
ioned, but sometimes it is in the 
act of returning to the basics 
and in creating something that 
ме uncover things about our- 


inflation was also a factor. A 
резо is not what it used to be. 


Better alternative 

All of us know we need to 
save for the rainy days. We put 
our money in convenient sav- 
ings accounts, and we can 
withdraw anytime. 

However, savings accounts 
offer little interest (usually, at 
most, two percent), which 
may not be enough to beat in- 
flation, such as last year’s six 
percent rate. (This year, the 
peso became stronger, and in- 
flation went down to two per- 
cent, but it is expected to rise 
again next year.) 

"Wise investors know that 
savings accounts are пос 
enough. 

Why do savings accounts of- 
fer such low interest? Many 
depositors withdraw constant- 
ly, sometimes even going be- 
low the required daily balance. 
The bank incurs a lot of admin- 
istrative costs to keep the mon- 
ey of their clients moving 
around. Ergo, they can only of- 
fer very low interest rates. 

То beat inflation, we need to 
think beyond the ordinary sav- 
ings account. A better alterna- 
tive is the time deposit, which 
gives a better interest rate—at 
this time at least four percent, 
depending on the amount of 
money we want to save and 
the length of time we will keep. 
it in the bank (30, 60, 90 or 
even more days). The longer 
the money stays untouched in 


the bank, the better the inter- 
est rates will be. 


Other ways 

However, many people find 
time deposit rates still too low 
to meet their goals. There are 
other ways to make our money 
grow. 

We can invest in stocks, cor- 
porate bonds, or government 
bonds like treasury bills. We 
can ask professional guidance 
regarding mutual funds. We 
can purchase real estate, jew- 
elry or for those who are savvy 
enough, newfangled instru- 
ments like derivatives. 

Of course there are pros and 
‘cons for each type of invest- 
ment. Some investments, such 
as stocks, are volatile. They 
may offer great returns, but al- 
so great risks. Short of a'na- 
tional crisis, treasury bills, 
which. are backed up by the 
government, may generally be 
safer than stocks, but they may 
offer lesser returns for longer 
maturity periods. 


Financial education 

These are turbulent times, 
thus we all need to learn how 
to take charge of our money. 
Financial education is not just 
for professionals, but for ev- 
eryone. Money matters should 
not be intimidating. With this 
in mind, I have helped 
Citibank Savings design an 
easy-to-understand program 
for all of us who want our 
money to work for us. 


Take charge of your money ^ 


MJ 


The program stars with 
budgeting. Let us take an hon- 
est look at our earnings and 
expenses. How much are we 
really saving? Are these sav- 
ings enough for our goals? 

Then it introduces concepts 
such as compound interest and 
inflation, and gives a range of 
choices to make money grow. 
What investment options are 
available? What are the ad- 
vantages and disadvantages of 
stocks, bonds and so forth? 
Whatare the best strategies for 
our goals? 

Finally, the program stress- 
es financial planning. Let us 
list our short-term goals 
(home renovation, summer 
holiday). How about medium- 
term (children's college edu- 
cation, a new car) and long- 
term goals (retirement, sick- 
ness)? 

We need to prioritize our 
goals, and set a realistic value 
of how much we need to 
achieve them. Are we making 
the right moves today? How 
can we monitor our progress? 

I sat down with my friend 
and helped her budget, project 
income and expenses, and 
choose the best options for her 
goals. Armed with this knowl- 
edge, she's facing the future 
with more confidence. We, in- 
deed, reap tomorrow what we 
sow today. May our harvest be 
a bountiful one. 


Сай 9959497 or email 
aneth.lim@citi.com. 
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Writing 
one's 
thoughts 
downis an 
excellent 
and safe 
method 
for teens 
to sort out 
their 
feelings 
and 
anxieties 
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selves. 

In journaling there are no 
hard and fast rules. You need 
not write every day. It can be as 
often as every other day or once 
а week. The important thing is 
to take some time out to devel- 
op the discipline of honoring 
your thoughts and scribbling 
them down in a safe place at 
your own pace. 


Yummy cupcakes 

October is my favorite month 
of the year. Next week I turn 
43—another year older, hope- 
fully wiser. 

While in a birthday party 
mood, I chanced upon these 
adorable and yummy cupcakes 
made by my good friend Gel Co- 
let. 

After a 10-year career in the 
broadcast industry, Gel has fi- 
nally decided to give in to her 
passion by putting up Swell 
Sweets. 

Gel specializes in making cus- 
tomized souvenirs for various 
occasions such as her very pop- 
ular couture cookies, cakes, 
cupcakes and chocolate confec- 
tions. 

Kiddie and mommy birthday 
parties are always livened up by 
Gel's delicious and unique cre- 
ations. 

Call 0917-5367827 or visit 
http://gelcolet.multiplycom 


E-mail the author at cathy- 
babao@gmail.com 


Unique nutrition 
program launched. 


CONGO GRILLE PROMOTES 
healthy nutrition by holding the 
feeding campaign “Сопво- 
Hugs-A-Heart: Serving Siz- 
zlings of Fun!" in Barangay Т. 
DeLeon, Valenzuela. 

Some 400 children were 
treated to healthy food by the 
restaurant. 

Done in tandem with GMA 
Kapuso Foundation’s Feed-a- 
Child project, Congo Grille 
launched the corporate cam- 
paign as part of its social-re- 
sponsibility program. 

Led by its managing partner, 
Kenneth Sytin, the food chain 
provided a one-week supply-of 
raw poultry and pork meat for 
the feeding plan prepared by 
the city government's health 
nutritionist. 

The 120-day feeding pro- 
gram aimed to eradicate the 
weight and stunted growth 
problem among the poor chil- 
dren. It included the regular 
mapping of the child-recipi- 
ents’ weight to check their 


overall nutritional improve- 
ment by Jan. 9, 2008. 

The launching activity saw 
Sytin and his 20 staff hosting a 
grand children's party. 

“Congo Grille's initiative is 
deeply appreciated by the 
Valenzuela city government, 
which welcomes any private- 
sponsored program for our 
poor citizens. To date, this 
campaign is the biggest in the 
city in terms of attendance,” 
city official Dorothy Evange- 
lista said. 

For December, Congro Grille 
will hold а gift-giving pro- 
gram, Carla Villanueva, mar- 
keting supervisor, said. 

“Congo Grilles campaigns 
give a toast to life, showing 
how each of us can make life 
better for everyone,” Sytin 


Amos, 
Printing Corp. 


Campus press workshop 
features top journalists 


TO PROMOTE EXCELLENCE 
and foster camaraderie among 
campus journalists all over the 
country, the Varsitarian, the 
79-year-old official student 
publication of the University 
of Santo Tomas, will hold 
Inkblots 2007: the 9th UST 
National Campus Journalism 


«Fellowship, Oct. 22-24, at the 


Thomas Aquinas Research 
Complex and the AMV-College 
of Accountancy Building. 
Resource speakers include 
Alice Colet-Villadolid (former 
New York Times correspon- 
dent); Howie Severino (I-Wit- 
ness, GMA 7); Ruel de Vera 
(associate editor, Sunday In- 
quirer Magazine); Nestor 
Cuartero, (entertainment edi- 
tor, Manila Bulletin and Tem- 
po); Manix Abrera (cartoonist, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer); 
Quinito Henson (sports 
columnist, Philippine Star); 


Rodrigo “Jiggy” Manicad (“Re- 
porters Notebook,” GMA 7); 
Ernie Sarmiento (chief pho- 
tographer, Philippine Daily In- 
quirer); Marites Vitug (editor 
in chief, Newsbreak); and 
Jaileen Jimeno (executive pro- 
ducer; “Imbestigador” GMA 
7) among others. 

Registration fee is P1,200, to 
cover workshop kit, supplemen- 
tary materials, lunch, snacks, 
and an Inkblots 2007 bag. 

Registration is ongoing. Pre- 
registration is required and 
will be on a first come-first 
served basis due to limited 
slots. 

Visit the Varsitarian office at 
Rm. 105, Tan Yan Kee Student 
Center Bldg. Call 4061611 
loc. 8235, 8400928, 0906- 
4974838/0922, 0906-315 
7261. E-mail inkblots 2007 
@yahoo.com.ph ог ` visit 
www.varsitarian.com, 
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There's a certain happiness found in birthdays celebrated at McDonald's 

louder. Parents smile wider because they don't have to worry as everything - from 
invites, food, down to the party giveaways - is taken care of by McDonald's. Everybody's 
filled with such delight. Indeed, McDonald's knows how to throw a great party. 


Mrs. Beth Arquiza can easily 
attest to this after her daughter, 
Rhian Chloe, celebrated her 1st 
birthday at McDonald's EDSA 
Central Mall. 

“Мазауа mag-celebrate sa 
McDonald's. Enjoy lahat ng тда 
bata. Even the parents participated 
in the games. Everybody had fun 
talaga.” 

Аз a working mom with a very 
busy schedule, she values the 
convenience in celebrating the 
birthday party at McDonald's. “Wala 
ka na kasing iisipin.” The food, the 
program, invitation, giveaways, 
party area—everything was set up 
already. All we had to do was go to the 
venue,” recounts Mrs. Arquiza. 


Affordable ond Hassle-free party 


McDonald's offers а wide range 
of pocket-friendly birthday 
packages. Each birthday package 
comes with full party amenities, a 
reserved party area, all new games, 
dedicated party host and a 
McDonaldland character appearance. 
Party necessities like invitation cards, 
party hats, party balloons, name 
tags loot bags, prizes for the games, 
and thank you cards are also included. 


McDonald's even has a special gift 
for the celebrant and a party 
certificate to commemorate an 
unforgettable day. 

For a happier birthday 
atmosphere, McDonald's introduced 
popular birthday themes like Winnie. 
the Pooh, Incredibles, and Power 
Rangers. Currently, there's Ronald 
and the Gang featuring McDonald's 
best loved characters, and the 
delightful Disney Princesses. What's 
more, McDonald's will soon be 
offering its newest theme Disney 
Fairies — featuring Tinker Bell Lily Rani, 
Beck, Fira, Prilla and Bess. 

The McDonald’s birthday 
experience also goes beyond the 
typical in-store party. With the 
out-of store party and the pick-up 
party options, you can celebrate an 
amazing McDonald's birthday at 
home, at school, or in the office. 

"It's more convenient to celebrate 
at McDonalds rather than having it at 
home. Hindi ka na magpe-prepareand 
everything is organized. К сап get more 
expensive when you seta party up by 
yourself. So if that's the case, sa 
McDonald's na lang. Wala pang 
hassle,” said Mrs. Marie Anne 


FAIRIES 
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Villanueva on her son AJ's 7th 
birthday at McDonald's Greenbelt 
Paseo. 


Quality food and service 
In addition to the no-fuss, value- 
for-money party packages, Dra. 
Vilma Herce Bala commends the 
quality and freshness of 
McDonald’s food. She was 
assured that her guests will be 
satisfied knowing that such 
favorites like Chicken McDo, 
McSpaghetti, Cheeseburger, 
Sundae and Fries were dutifully 
prepared for her son Ethan's 
3rd birthday party at 
McDonald's Alabang Town 
Center. 7% 
“Тһе kids loved the food. 
The Chicken McDo was crispy 
and masarap yung Chicken 
 McNuggets. The place was clean too 
and the staff took care of everything. 
its really the perfect place to celebrate 
a child's birthday party," she said. 
Share in the McDonald's party 
experience and discover the ease, 
convenience, and sheer happiness of 
celebrating birthdays under the 
Golden Arches. There are over 200 
McDonalds stores nationwide, 
ready to accommodate 
your child's birthday party. 
For inquiries, visit any of 
these branches and reserve. 
a party now. 


| Something magical will soos. 
"happen at McDonald's. 


The enchantment of the new 
Disney Fairies Party Theme 
* is coming your way. 


Dra.Vilma Herce Bala commends 
the quality and freshness of 


Mommy Emily and her daughter. 


@ Mora. 


Kids having a great time ot McDonalds. 


TALENT manager 
Girlie Rodis and 
Rachel Alejandro 


DENNIS Valdes, Doris Magsaysay-Ho, 
Socorro Ramos and Monique Villonco 


ee 
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ROWELL Santiago, Gabriel Hoareau and 
Laurent Thouret. 


MUSICAL director 
Raul Mitra and wife 
Cacai 


Eilg ont 


INDIVIDUAL COURSES 
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Lumen and Swatch 
boss Virgie Ramos. 
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SEXY Karylle singing at the Billy Crawford 
concert 


the best лош кайсы 


BILLY'S brother 
James Crawford and 
Richard Gomez 


CONCERT fans 
Tessa Alindogan and 
Emily Petrocelli 


PODIUM 


Winx Enchantiz Party 
October 14, 4pm 
A whimalcal and тайса! party for ali the kids In townt 


Playtime with Baby Looney Tunes 
Octobar 21, 11am onwards 
‘Avwhalo cay of fun wih tho Baby Looney Tunes. 


Happy Halloween Най Brigade 
Octobar 28 to 30, 3pm 
"Bo spelbioun By wies, wizards, superheroes 
эла encnantng catur 


Happy Hallowood @ The Podium 
October 31, ат onwards estes goning, тете, 
not So-spooky ovont for youn, ins, wiza 
farcos and fary рлпсоззоз ЕЛІ exci games and we fabulous. 
рез wi our Hallowood Costume Contest 


Happy Hallowood Trick or Treating 
‘October 31, 10am to 2pm / 5pm to 7pm. 


Ка! Como to ho mal for some Halloween tricks 
and Halowood ташы! 


ns did 


OWEN, деті 


eg 


Halloween Hall Brigade 

October 21 and Z7, 3pm. 
Prepare 1o be Калеа, started, and horror-struck as the famous. 
move monsters wal around fne mall to greet you 
2 Tappy Hatococoweeni" 


А Hollywood Scare Fest 
October 27, Spm еі, 
Dress up tke your laverte Holywood monster, have your scanest 
Photo шел. pani pompis, fey Hakoweoriararyent shows 
атоо praedi 


Scooby Doo's Spooktacular Halloween 

October 28 - November 3 
The town's favonta dog comas for the Halcween celebration! 
Фал оп your Scooby Doo masks, chase ghosts wih Scooby, 
эла find mystery палта 


Trick or Treat 
October 31, 10am to 2 


1 5pm to 7 
Knock at The Block Кама veais 


The Реков Ueats тув Hofowsent 


4 FrompageD! 


start to finish, the concert was 
truly time to have a great time. 
Нір hop is not what itis with- 
out the dancing, and Billy had 
the finest choreographer made 
available for “It's Time.” Maryss, 
a Parisian who does choreogra- 
phy for Beyoncé, Justin Timber- 
lake and Missy Elliot, flew in to 
take charge of the young stars 
dance moves. Every song had the 
energetic Maneuvers group mim- 
icking the moves of Billy, and the 
winners of his dance contest on 
GMA also got to be on stage. 


Exciting part 

One of the most exciting 
parts of the show for me was 
when Billy unexpectedly called 
me on stage. He was looking for 
опе or two volunteers from the 
audience, but all the ladies 
seemed hesitant. 

Clad in my wig and false eye- 
lashes and seated in Row Two, 
thanks to Gift Gate taipan Vir- 
gie Ramos, I must 
have been зо visible. 
So Billy, probably 
eager to keep the 
show rolling, asked 
me up. Well, I am 
certainly not going 
to play shy when the 
likes of Billy Craw- 
ford calls me on 
stage, am I? 

It was a fantastic 
cameo, as | got a 
first-hand tour of the 
high-tech stage with 
its impressive hy- 
draulics, and all 
while being serenad- 
ed by Billy In the 
middle of the song, 
he whispered that 
the stage was going 
to move. But it was 
all so smooth, I al- 
most didn't notice. 
International techni- 
cal guru Laurent 
Thouret masterfully 
did the hydraulics of 
the stage. 

For those who 
missed “It’s Time,” that amazing 
concert will air on GMA next 
Sunday, so do catch it in the 
evening. The show will probably 
be after the finale of "Celebrity 
Duets," and Lam crossing my fin- 
gers that I will still be on that 
show for the finale. 


Assumption Velada 

Also next Sunday is the annu- 
al Assumption Velada Celebra- 
tion. This year, the host will be 
Assumption HS Batch 82, which 
is celebrating its silver jubilee. 

1 remember how exactly a 
year ago I was in the thick of my 
‘own Velada preparations, as our 
batch, Assumption HS Batch’81, 
was the homecoming batch. I 
wish Batch '82 all the best—may 
you find that after your quarter- 
‘century away from high school, 
all of you are reunited for our 
beloved Assumption. 

Аз you rekindle many happy 
memories, may you also ignite 
the fires that help us focus more 
on our Assumption values of 
charity and giving back to soci- 
ety. And, oh, while you're at it, 
havea blast! 

This year's Velada, "Celebrat- 
ing Our Sainthood & Our Ju- 
bilee Together," will start with 
Holy Mass at Mother Rose Audi- 
torium at 10 a.m., followed by 
lunch and the show at 3:30 p.m. 
Do ransack your bauls and take 
out your plaid skirts, then head 
ош to Assumption next Sunday 
for some good о? times down 
memory lane. 


Spa anniversary 

For those into relaxation and 
rejuvenation, or if you're not an 
Assumptionista, head instead to 
Urban Spa's fifth-anniversary 
event at the fifth level of 
Shangri-La Plaza Mall. All these 
events seem to be on the same 
day, Oct. 21, so it's gonna be a 
busy Sunday! 

You сап 


start out your 


Crawford performs 
upside down! 
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BIRTHDAY girl Susan Joven 
with Bruno Folster and Matteo 
Guidicelli 


malling at Urban Spa, enjoying 
the early afternoon with a fun 
fashion show of Bench Kids and 
Blissful Babes. A special photo 
exhibit of cool moms and kids 
by co-presenter Picture Compa- 
ny, which is also celebrating its 

fifth year, will also be unveiled. 
In partnership with Master- 
Card and co-presented by 
Bankard, the wholesome and 
fun event will have wonderful 
promotions and giveaways 
from Chicco, Cycles and Nivea 
Baby. There will also be food 
stations sponsored 
by Cibo, Dome and 

Trattoria Gourmet. 


Dinner musicale 

When you put all 
your heart and mind 
into something, suc- 
cess is guaran- 
teed—but even 
more so when you 
ask God to help ош. 
That's what hap; 
pened when Santu- 
ario de San Antonio 
Parish recently cele- 
brated  Francisfest 
2007 with a dinner- 
musicale, “With a 
Song in My Heart,” 
at the Mandarin Ori- 
ental Ballroom. 

The show top- 
billed our country’s 
top opera singers 
like Rachelle Gero- 
dias, Camille Lopez 
Molina, Lemuel de 
1а Cruz and Noel Az- 
cona. These brilliant 
singers were accom- 
panied by pianist Mary Ann Es- 
pina and the Manila String En- 
semble, 

1 particularly enjoyed 
Rachelle and Camille's rendi- 
tion of “Sa Kabukiran.” It made 
me wonder what it might be 
like if I could sing with her on 
“Celebrity Duets.” Unfortunate- 
ly, with only the finale of the 
show left, that thought will 
have to go into my file of "What 
167 

For now, I am just putting my 
heart and mind—and ту 
prayers—on doing my best in 
“Celebrity Duets.” 


E-mail me at seaprincess@in- 
quirer.com.ph 


FRANCISFEST head Fr. Jerome. 
Angulo and Justa Tantoco 


CLASSICAL concert director. 
Danny Dolor, Soprano Rachelle 
Gerodias and pianist Mary Ann 
Espina 
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We welcome announcements of weddings and engagements. Submit names of engaged. 
couple, names of parents, date and place of wedding, and gown designer along with a pho- 
to of the couple and a sketch of the bridal gown, if any, to the Inquire, PO. Box 2353 
‘Makati Central Post Office 1263 Makati City. E-mail to lifestyle@inquirercom.ph. A pho- 
to of the bride and groom is required if the wedding has already taken place. Announce- 
ments will be printed depending on space availability and at no cost to the senders. 


HONG DEBUT 

Dominique “Nikki” Hong will celebrate 
her 18th birthday on Oct. 20 with a grand 
debut party at the Luzon Ballroom of Sofi- 
tel-Philippine Plaza Hotel, Cultural Center 
Complex, Roxas Boulevard, Pasay City. Nik- 
Xi will wear a multi-tiered taffeta ball gown 
designed by Kate Torralba. 

The gown comes in shades of burgundy 
and plum with matching crystal hairpiece 
and fishnet gloves and a trademark match- 
ing bag. 

"The debutante, accounting sophomore at 
Miriam College, is the daughter of Nicanor 
“Виһоу” Hong, manager of JSN Laborato- 
ries, and Jocelyn Hong. 


ALEJO-VALDEZ 

Erwin Alejo, son of Ernesto and Esther 
Alejo, will tie the knot with Katherine 
Valdez, daughter of Amor and Sucile 
Valdez, on Oct. 20 at the Church of 
St. Patrick, Kagarah, New South Wales, 
Australia. Reception will be held at the 
Novotel Accor Hotel CNR in New South 
Wales. 

Eric Pineda designed the bridal gown 
using cadanete embroidered ivory tulle, 
traced with ecru faux pearls and pailletes. 


rae 

PEREZ-NAVARRO 
Samuel Perez, son of Bartolome and 
Buenaventuranza Perez, will wed Mary 
‘Ann Navarro, daughter of Danilo and 
Veronica Navarro, at 2 p.m. today, Oct. 14, 
at St. Vincent Ferrer Church, Banay-Banay, 
Lipa City. Reception will follow at Galilee 
Place, San Sebastian, Mataas na Kahoy, 


Y 


PISA-PASCUAL 

Manuel Pisa and Christine Marie Pas- 
cual will wed on Oct. 20, 5:30 p.m, at the 
Fernwoods Garden. Reception will follow 
at Cycad Garden at Fernwoods. 


" Upgrade to Club Room accommodation and enjoy exclusive. 
Club benefits from only PÀ 700 


Rates from October 1 to December 14 starts at P3,900++ 
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CROWNE PLAZA 
Call 633.7222 now! ТТТТТІГІГІТІ 
Drapa зе tuer 30N е. Qurma Oy «fn (A242 
Mna cleri THE PLACE TO MEET, 


NEWLYWEDS Jondi and 
Jocel Buensalido (n&e Soria) 


THE COUPLE with the Sorias. Joce!’s brother Juan Ill, nephew ЈМ, 
father Juan ll, mother Araceli, sister Joan, sister-in-law Marose and 
brother Joel 


THE BUENSALIDOS welcome a new daughter into the family. Jondi's 
brother Jason, father Adrian, mother Joy and sister Monique 


JOEY Espino, the groom's parents, Flower Farm guru Ging de los 
Reyes and interior designer Leo Almeria 
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HOUGH CLASSMATES FOR FOUR 

[ years in medical school, doctors 

Joseph Adrian L. "ondi" Buensalido 

and Jocel С. Soria fell in love only on their. 
last year 

But the romance led to an exchange of 
vows recently at the St. James the Great 
Parish Church in Ayala, Alabang. 

The groom is the son of dermatologist 
Adrian Н. Buensalido and public-relations 
executive Joy Buensalido, both of Metro 
Manila. 

The bride is the daughter of two Zam- 
boanga City doctors, Juan U. Soria Jr, a 
thoracic and vascular surgeon, and Araceli 
G. Soria, a cardiologist. 

Guess from Metro Manila and Zam- 
boanga City gathered at the magnificent 
church of St. James to witness the solemn 
ceremony. 

The bridal entourage looked marvelous 
in matte-gold gowns with Zamboanga-in- 
spired touches. The gowns were designed 
by the bride and executed by one of Mani- 
la's best, Nolie Hans, who also made the 
groom's all-white suit. 

Everyone was enthralled as the bride 
walked down the aisle in a serpentine-cut 
gown she also designed and made by Zam- 
boanga's Angking Francisco. 

The couple's friend and teacher, Fr. Dan- 
ny Tiong of the De La Salle Health Sciences 
Campus, solemnized the wedding, giving it 
a personal touch. 

The wedding reception at the Ayala Ala- 
bang Country Club was a big surprise to ev- 
eryone. Guests walked on а red carpet that 
Jed to the newlyweds logo wall. 


Mobbed by paparazzi 

Buensalido and Soria posed like movie 
stars before a throng of paparazzi and меге 
interviewed by an “entertainment corre- 
spondent" in front of a video camera. 

Тһе cocktail area was filled with movie 
posters with the couple's faces substituted 
for the actual actors. 

Guests found out that they were, for that 


< s 3 Ace 
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one evening, "cast members" of a movie ог 
television series, their tables having small 
movie posters to identify them instead of 
the usual numbers. 

Wine flowed and good food was served. 

The show started with the two hosts, ће 
groom's sister Monique and the bride's 
cousin Gama Gonzales, welcoming every- 
one to the “Golden Globe Awards Night fea- 
turing the love story of Jondi and Jocel." 

“Awards” and speeches were given. “The 
Godfather” the movie got the Lifetime 
Achievement award. It was received by one 
of the godparents, Dr. Jose Carlos Jugo.. 

Best Supporting Actor and Best Support- 
ing Actress awards went to the best man 
and maid of honor, respectively. 

There was a tie for Best Director honors. 
‘The couple's parents shared the trophy. 

Of course, Best Actor and Best Actress 
awards went то the newlyweds, who 
thanked everyone who helped and every- 


ES 
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MOVIE posters: 
faceson them 


‘THE BALLROOM, designed by Leo Almeria, 
looks Golden Globe-ready. 


TRISHA Atendido-Ruste of Satin Cakes. 
made the саке look like a Golden Globe 
trophy. 


one who came to make the wedding and 
the "show" the big success it was. 

Their first dance was to the tune of 
“Come What May” from the movie “Moulin 
Rouge.” Then everyone joined them on the 
dance floor. 

Many guests had their pictures taken in 
front of the wonderful set and backdrop, 
adorned with Golden Globes and flowers. 
Clutching Golden Globe trophies, they 
smiled for the cameras. 

Indeed, it was a night to remember as the 
couple made their guests feel like movie 
stars—even if just for one evening. 


CHRISTMAS GiFT 
Crowne Plaza Galleria 
Manila hasan early 
Christmas gift for you. 
Маке your reservations 
on or before Oct. 31 
andavail ofa special 
ratestartingat 
P3,700++ for stays 
between Dec. 15 and 
Jan. 31. The package 
comes with buffet. 
brealdast for two adults 


atthe Seven Corners 
Restaurant. You can 
upgrade your 


Ем. E 
CELEBRATIONS 


Celebrate momentous occasions, unforgettable events and new 
adventures at the Bellevue Hotel. From small birthday parties and 
get-togethers to a dream wedding, Bellevue makes sure every 
little detail is taken care of. Diverse selections and rates are 
offered according to the hosts’ needs and specifications. The hotel 
can accommodate up to 800 people. Call 7718181. 


accommodation 
starting from only 
Р4,7004-4 on the same 
booking conditions. The. 
offer does not apply on. 
the evening of Dec. 31. 
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Josephine Darang 


La Naval grand procession today; 
Manila patroness to visit Vatican 


THE ANNUAL GRAND PROCESSION OF 
our lady of the Rosary, La Naval de Manila, 
whose feast day is observed every second 
Sunday of October, takes place today at 4 
pm, 

The procession will start at the Santo 
Domingo Church in QC, which houses the 
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Rosary. 

Our Ladys centuries-old icon, the most 
lavish and most celebrated Marian image in 
the country, will be preceded in the proces- 
sion by icons of St. Joseph and the pantheon 
of Dominican saints, all of them exquisitely 
made up. 

This year's feast of La Naval is particularly 
much anticipated since the Dominican family 
and La Naval devotees are marking the cen- 
tennial of the canonical coronation of the im- 
age. 

1n October 1907, La Naval was canonically 
crowned by Msgr. Ambrose Agius, OSB as or- 
dered by Pope Pius X (now St. Pius X), the 
first Marian icon in the Philippines and in 
Asia to be so honored. 

Last Oct. 4, the canonical coronation was 
reenacted in a High Mass concelebrated by 
15 bishops, representatives of the Apostolic 
Nunciature and Dominican priests. Cubao 
Bishop Honesto Ongtioco, assisted by Santo 
Domingo prior Fr. Bienvenido Trinilla, ОР 
crowned Our Lady. 

Last Oct. 7, the massive coffee-table book, 
“The Saga of La Naval: Triumph of a People’s 
Faith,” (tel. 7126271-72) written by top 
scholars and experts, was launched . 

Today at 8 am, Caceres Archbishop 
Leonardo Legaspi, ОР will be chief celebrant. 
in a High Mass at Santo Domingo Church in 

"honorofLa Naval. 


De Guia to get papal blessing 

» For the first time in its 436th history, the 
pilgrim image of Nuestra Sefiora de Guia will 
be brought to the Vatican on Oct. 20 to be 
blessed by Pope Benedict XVI. 

The Pope granted the request for the bless- 
ing when President Macapagal-Arroyo went 
to Rome for the canonization of Blessed 
Marie Eugenie, founder of the Assumption 
Sisters. 

‘Through Tony Adriano, pastoral council 
president of Ermita Church, Vatican Secre- 
tary of State Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, said 
Fr Sanny de Claro, parish priest and rector of 
the Archdiocese Shrine of Nuestra Sefiora de 
Guia, could bring the image. 

‘The image will be accompanied by Cristina 
Ponce Enrile and Nena Valdes, Malacafiang 
undersecretary for religious affairs. They will 
have a private audience with the Pope. 

From Rome, where a Mass will be celebrat- 
ed for Filipino workers, the image will be 
brought to Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal 
in Paris. 

Also to be visited by the patroness of Mani- 
Ja are Barcelona and Hong Kong. 


Fiesta Mass 

Some 30 priests concelebrated with An- 

tipolo Bishop Gabriel Reyes the fiesta Mass 
* for San Lorenzo Ruiz at St. Patrick’s Cathe- 
dral in New York 

Bishop Reyes’ homily stressed the impor- 
tant role of lay people. He noted that God did 
not choose a priest or a nun as first Filipino 
saint buta lay person, married with children. 

‘The bishop said the laity was called to holi 
ness just like priests and nuns and their holi- 
ness should be seen not only іп the church 
but in their "world." 

Dr. Grace Pasigan, chair of our advisory 
council and who was in New York, led the 
“Prayer to San Lorenzo Ruiz." Filipino-Ameri- 
cans joined the gala dinner for Bishop Reyes 
hosted by the Filipino Apostolate Center in 
Jing Fong, a Chinese restaurant. 

Some 300 guests including Ambassador 

and Ms Hilario Davide Jr. attended. 
X Msgr. Juanito Figura told Fr. Emo Diaz, 
‘rector of the Chapel of San Lorenzo Ruiz, that 
іп 1990 the Catholic Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines declared San Lorenzo Ruiz 
patron saint of overseas Filipino workers. 

її. Emo's book, “On the Road with San 
Lorenzo Ruiz” (available at National Book- 
store), says the devotion to the saint began in 
New York with the 1984 Mass celebrated by 
the late Jaime Cardinal Sin at St. Patrick's 
Cathedral. Jose Mari Chan was hermano 
mayor. 

Fr. Emo will leave with New York devotees 
оп Oct. 15 for Rome for the 20th anniversary 
ofthe saint's canonization, 


Seminars 

After a massive heart attack in 1989, Anto- 
nio Aguilar Medina, former vice governor of 
Masbate, joined the Legion of Mary in the 


Resurrection of the Lord Parish in BF homes 
Phase Il and the Knights of Columbus 7147 
Pagkabuhay Council. 

Аз president of the Faithful Heroes Shining 
‘Times, he and his friends organized the first 
Orgullo kan Bikol Awards. 

Now he is presenting the first Living with 
the Saints seminars at the Resurrection of the 
Lord Parish 7:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m., Oct. 26; and 
the Manila Manor Hotel 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Oct. 
27. 

Help with the seminars are the Legion of 
Mary, Knights of Columbus, Society of St. Ex- 
peditus and Rosary for Life. 

‘The seminars aim to find ways to stop the 
practice of Halloween which, to Tony Medi- 
na, is“a pagan culture of death practices.” 

At 9:30 a.m., Oct. 26, Fr. Jun Lingad will 
talk on St. John Bosco while Fr. Edwin Se- 
blante will speak on the Blessed Mother; St. 
Isidore, the worker; and San Juan Diego. 

Filipino visionary Nora Hagan will dwell 
on the works of St. Alphonsus Ligo 2 
Mila Berbano, Venerable Edel Quinn; Bro. 
Ted Dominguez, Fr. Michael McGivney; and 
Mother Encamacion Villamor Granado, St. 
Francis and St. Clare. 

Bishop Joel Baylon will talk on St. Anthony 
de Padua and the Communion of Saints. He 
will say Mass at 6:30 p.m. 

Оп Oct. 27, Fr. Nestor Empelido, SDB, will 
talk on Blessed Mother and St. John Bosco; 
Fr. Ramon Merino, San Lorenzo Ruiz; Fr. Vic 
Robles, St. Faustina and the Divine Mercy; Fr. 
Carmelo Arda, St. Anthony de Padua; Bro. 
Nestor Limqueco, St. Dominic, St. Thomas 
Aquinas and St. Catherine of Siena; Fr. Romy 
Castro, SVD, St. Amold Janssen, St. Joseph 
Frenademitz and the Communion of Saints. 
He will say Mass at 5:30 p.m. 

Lunch at Manila Manor is P250 per person. 
‘Text 0915-3830623. 

Marian exhibit 

To commemorate the rosary month, the De 
La Salle-Health Sciences Institute has put up 
an exhibit of the various personas of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. Organized by the Cam- 
pus Ministry and Chaplaincy Office, it is on- 
going on the upper ground floor of the Wang 
Building until Oct 15. 

Featured are rare or little-known represen- 
tations of the Blessed Mother in paintings, 
sculptures and drawings. Call 046-4160226 
local 243. 


Book 

A highlight of the celebration of Archbish- 
ор Diosdado Talamayan's 75th birthday on 
Oct. 19 is the launch of his book "In Efica- 
cionem Corporis Christi” (In the Building of 
the Body of Christ), Oct.18, at the Basilica 
Міпоге of Our Lady of Piat Museum, Piat, Са- 
gayan. 

The book contains his homilies, invoca- 
tions and writings, as well as his autobiogra- 
phy 
Edited by Fr Fredel Agatep with foreword 
by Fr. Rannie Aquino, the book was printed 
by Imprenta de San José. Cover design was 
by Bro. Emmanuel Quintos, a theologian of 
the University of Santo Tomas Central Semi- 
пагу. 

I feel very blessed to have helped in the 
preparation of the book, gathering the 
thoughts of other bishops about Archbishop 
‘Talamayan. The following contributed: Arch- 
bishop Emeritus Pedro Dean of Palo, Ricardo 
Cardinal Vidal of Cebu, Gaudencio Cardinal 
Rosales of Manila, Bishop Ricardo Вассау of 
Tuguegarao and Bishop Leopoldo Jaucian of 
Bangued. 

Happy Birthday, Apo! 
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SUNDAY CROSSWORD 


with Fr. Gil 
Evangelista, Virgini 
Devide (lector), 
lawyer Ferdinand 
Suba (lector), Msgr. 
Oscar Aquino, 
Ronald Magnaye, 
Dr. Audrie de Jesus 
and lawyer Ruby 
Rey-Burke. 


THEMAJESTIC 
image of Nuestra. 
Señora del Santisimo 
Rosario, La Naval de 
Manila, emerges 
from her shrinein 
Santo Domingo 
Church, QC for 

the annual grand 


procession. 
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ACROSS 
1 Postmar's. 
sack 
8 Dwellings 
14 Calloria 
mountain 
20 Go along 
wth 
21 "Raging 
Buff star 
22 Shoe-ioving 
meda 
23 CBS 
26 Ant-DU gp. 
27 Have dinner 


42 With 15. 
Down, 
formal 
chapeau 

аз Rights org. 

44 Bulding 
addon 

45 NFL 

53 Jutland 
таме, е. 

54 Florence's 
fiver 

55 Goat-men 

58 ZA — 
-Doo-Dah" 

58 Provokes 

60 Thimbieluls. 


Voie in favor. 

63 Ropo fibor 

65 Band- — 

67 Litio laugh 

70 Ресре 
dozing 

т2 ға 

77 Restless 

78 Storied 
Swiss miss 

79 Jian or 
Зоһет 

80 Car shafts 

81 Playpen 

84 Social skit 

86 Actor Bacon. 

90 In arears 

81 Legalese 
E 

94 Response to 
apun 

96 Horse hair 

97 PTA 

102 Food 
remnant 

103 Lioness in 
“The Lion 
King? 

104 Vitamin amt. 

305 Help" 

105 EPA 

114 By means of 

115 Debtor's sip 

116 Make a 
gatte 

317 Voting “no” 

121185 

130 Preparing to 
diva, in дой 


131 Cracker. 
кеті 

132 Lhasa native 

133 Desirable 
things 

134 Parspiring 

135 Worlds 
highest 
peak 


19 Beasts 
сапу 
packs 


Fi 

31 Аа. 3 
бағы 

a2 Farer 
pace 


24 Long ride? 


эз Baseball's 


Down 
1 Fallows 
2 Taj Mahal 
Е 
з Very angy 
4 — charmed 
те 
5 Bracia, e.g. 
6 Had brunch 
7 Rumor 
spreaders 
в шы 
9 — canto 
(eye of 
Singing) 
10 Wie of 
Lennon. 
11 NL East, 


Мәде 


Laszio 


37 Brighton 
beer 

38 Einstein’ 
Germen 


39 Cals off 
40 Hop 


47 Singer 
Baker 


eg. a lariat 

12 Posts 49 Drai- 
preposition 

13 "Same here” 

14 Tiny bits 

15 S00 42- 
Across 

16 Pendulum's 
path 

17 Reprimand 

18 Actress 
Marisa. 


50 Tehran 
resident 


breed) 


34 They often 
beat kings 
35 Mrs. Victor 


36 Full of vigor 


birthplace 


41 Pop-up list 
46 Drive mad 


48 Srared with 


opening stutt 


51 Henry Ford's 


52 Draws nigh 


57 Urban trains 


59 Meal parts 
61 — Tzu (dog 


63 Liveliness 

84 "The Gi 
From— 

56 Summer hrs. 

68 Opposite 
wsw 

69 Make fim 
cuts 

ті Giyin 
contral 
Oklahoma 

72 Renovate 

73 Lazy person 

74 ВАМ units 

75 Boise locale 

76 Bishop's 
assistant 

77 Pet rocks, 
eg 

82 Mined 
material 

83 Sim 
f question 

85 Distinally 
inferior 

87 Sweepers, 
for short 

88 Disappear 
thin air 

89 Capone 
fighter Eliot 

91 Spicy 
chicken 
snack 

92 Roman 
lang. 

эз Vos 
partner 

95 Lick — 
promise 
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98 Delighted 
oy 

өэ Eminent 
lead-in 

100 Helonic T 

101 Moo goo — 

106 Madonna 
musical 

107 Tig ratios 

108 Beer buys 

109 Boozehound 

110 Fruit parts 

111 irascible 

112 Triage sites, 
онойу 

тіз Pinker 
inside 

118 Evening, to 
admen 

119 Caddy 
beverages. 

120 Has no 
existence 

122 Cause for a 
(221 

129 Social 
insect 

124 Hedge tree 

125 Norma — 
Webster 
(Saly Field 
тов) 

128 End — sour. 
mole. 

327 Excopt that 

128 Hollywood's 
Ulmann 

129"Fish" star 
Vigoda. 
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21-year-old bookworm notices men for first time 


DEAR EMILY, 

After 21 years of existence, this girl 
whose nose was always buried in thick 
books and was busy reviewing for various 
academic competitions while her peers 
were having crushes, finally found a guy! 

Thad some kind of aversion to boys Бе- 
cause I felt it was not the right time for 
me—until I met this boy at work. I knew 
there was something about him at first 
glance that got me! Fate never allowed us 
to work in the same sphere. 

Many times we just averted our glances 
to avoid looking at each other and did not 
talk to each other, something I found 
awkward. Perhaps he is the torpe type of 
guy but I was frustrated by my own timid- 


it 
Nott eppi зе for on mont 
glances and a few words. Maybe I should 
have talked to him more instead of just. 


standing there when he was but a few me- 
ters away or I should have given him my 
office extension after he gave his. 

Icannot say if he had anyone special al- 
ready but, maybe we could at least һауе 
been friends. But it is too late now for he 
has moved to another organization. 

My mind tells me to forget him. It may 
be wrong to let myself feel deeply for 
someone I did not even get to know well, 
but it is even sadder to know that we did 
not have the chance to become friends. 

1 fear that I will always be looking for 
him in a crowd, hoping we would meet 
again by chance. I keep telling myself to 
get back to my cool, unaffected self; that 
this is nota life or death situation. 

I know that one day, when God thinks I 
am ready, the right person will cross my 
path. 

CASEY 


You are truly a neophyte in this game of 
life, aren't you? It is tough to take notice of 
boys quite belatedly, for the first time in your 
case. 


Had you experienced it in your early 
teens, you would have known immediately 
that this bitter-sweet feeling is what we 
would call plainly and simply infatuation! 
Not to demean or belittle this flurry of your 
senses, you will get over it soon enough. 

Nobody will die here as you very well 
said. 

And stop blaming yourself for not 
making the first move in this aborted 
friendship. Nothing could be more 
wrong! Men are born hunters and they 
flee as fast as a gazelle once they sense 
they are hunted. 

He had time to get to know you, never 
mind that he worked in a different depart- 
ment. If there's а will, there's a way and 


‘Tt may 

be wrong 
tolet 
myself feel 
deeply for 
someone 
Idid not 
even get to 


I take care of 
my husband, 
my kids, my job, 
my house and 
even my parents. 


So І make sure 
I take care of me. 


(1) 2005 Philippine Cancer Facts and Estimates p. 12.(2) Natural History of Cervicovaginal papillomavirus infection in young women, N Engl J Med 1996; A longitudinal study of genital human 
papillomavirus infection in a cohort of closely followed adolescent women. J infect Dis 2005; Human papillomavirus and cervical cancer - burden and assessment of causality. J Nat! Cancer 
Inst Mongor 2003. (3) Sexual behavior, condom use, and human papillomavirus: pooled analysis of the IARC Human Papillomavirus Prevalence Surveys Cancer Epidemiology biomarkers and 
Prevention 2006; Cofactors in Human Papillomavirus Carcinogenesis-Role of parity, oral contraceptives and Tobacco Smoking. Journal of the National Cancer institute Monographs 2003. 


there were many ways to contact you—e- 
mail, cell phone, office phone. He was never 
into you—no matter if he was going steady 
‘with someone else. Men, even if they're up 
for sainthood will try, no matter what, to get 
their intentions known to a woman they are 
attracted to. No ifs and buts. 

They will find every reason in the book to 
get a girl's attention. He did not with you. 
Case closed. 

If it will compensate for lost opportunity, 
let your imagination soar with thoughts of 
“what-could-have-been” with him. 

A phrase from the song "But maybe you'll 
be there" fits you to a Т. "Each time I see a 
crowd of people, just like a fool I stop and 
stare, I know it's not the proper thing to do, 
but maybe you'll be there.” 

Stop and stare at crowds if you want and, 
if serendipity happens—hucky you! 

This whole episode should give you an 
inkling of how life truly is. 

Хо amount of cool can make you escape 
the torrents of emotion once the sensation of 
being infatuated floods your whole being. 

‘The electrical wiring of your intelligence 
goes haywire and, suddenly, you find you 
have entered the world of the sublime and, 
їп all probability, the ridiculous, too. 

Now, you're finally living! 


E-mail the author at emarcelo@inquirer 
com.ph, Subject: Lifestyle, or send your letters 
to Inquinen. Log on to www.pbs.gov.ph and lis- 
ten to Ms Marcelo co-host the program "Ka- 
likasan Vigilante,” 7:15-8:30 p.m., Monday- 
Friday, on dwBR 104.3 FM. 


Shake it with this 
new music phone 


THE NEW SONY Er- 
icsson W580i has a 


which allows the us- 
er to shift from one 
track to the next 
with just a flick of 
the wrist. 

Tt comes with the g 
Shake It version of 
mult-awarded Sony SONY Ericsson W580i 
BMG artist Gloc-5's 
latest hit, “Sumayaw Ka." 

"The message is plain and simple—if 
you've got any anxiety and you can't think of 
"what to do to solve the problem, just dance 
and put it behind you,” says the rapper. Не 
had initially conceived the song as another 
trip into socially relevant rap music, much 
like his new 14-track allFilipino CD, “Diplo- 
ma." But the muse had other plans for this 
three-time Philippine Hip-Hop Music Best 
Rap Artist awardee. 

^ finished writing the rap parts of 
“Sumayaw Ka’ which had no title then, be- 
fore I was able to get to the chorus and 
melodic part. My plan was to make it a seri- 
ous song, but I thought іб) be better with 
contrast between the verses,” he says. 

“The verses were quite profound, and then 
the chorus became very good-humored." 

‘The music video, directed by Jaime Pacena 
П, has been gaining good buzz among audi- 
ences as well. 

"Since it’s a very bouncy song, he decided 
to use a lot of computer graphics and anima- 
tion. Itwasa first forme, and I should say, this 
is my best music video yet, production value- 
wise,” Gloc-9 says. 

Aside from writing his own material, Gloc- 
9 has been called the fastest rapper in the 
country today, rapping up to 200 words per 
minute with clarity. His new album features 
collaborations with master rapper Francis M 
and Parokya ni Edgar vocalist Chito Miranda. 
His inspiration for his new work comes from 
different sources. 

"Sumayaw Ka” hits all the right notes in 
the W580i, which is the first Sony Ericsson 
Walkman phone to offer Shake control. The 
W580i also features а 2-megapixel camera, 
fitness applications like a calorie counter and 
pedometer, FM radio, picture blogging, 3D 
games. 

Specially marked WS80i and Walkman 
phones like the W200i, W610i and W660i 
purchased until Nov. 15 in Sony Ericsson 
Concept shops and authorized dealers will 
entitle buyers to a free “Sumayaw Ка” T-shirt. 
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GIQWW' nas <3 SKHN (Бап Heatth and nutrient Complex, a unique product formulation 

tensed by Megalifesclences, australia 

Contains 11 essential nutrients that addresses the 5 vital skin nourishing components; 

1. Collagen strengthening 

eae eae И Just 2 capsules everyday for a 

1 UV protectant COMPLETELY GLOWWING SKIN. “решш 
Hg FES, 


5. Free Radical Defense Mister nat mors g Sores mationuiae 


The Tst complete 
skin Nourishing Formula 
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All’s well with Kris, James 
, ByMarinel R. Cruz stand better about each other 
when a third party explains them 
KRIS AQUINO SAYS ALIS WELL to you.” ў 
now between ћегапа cagerhus- Kris added that she and James 
band James Yap. also consulted a priest, believing 
“We attended marriage coun- thata relationship is stronger "if it 
seling sessions” Kris told enter- has a spiritual center” 
By Bayani San Diego Jr. j tainment writers on Monday dur- The couple, who were married 
x inga gathering for White Flower, a іл civil rites two years ago, hogged 
GMA 7 INSIDER EARLI- brand of liniment she endorses. the headlines in February this year 
A: Told INQUIRER Entertain "There are dung you just ux 
ment that singer Regine 
Velasquez was a shoo-in as the 
new host of the second season of "E = yp 
"Philippine Idol." А Dh га 

‘This development didn't exactly surprise j ч m E 
Regine. ; | T 

"There's nothing official yer, but hopefully 
its true” Regine tells the INQuue in an ex- 
 clusive interview. "Singing contests are usu- 
ally assigned to me. But things can эш 
change. You never know.” 

Regine previously hosted GMA 75 flag- 
ship contest “Pinoy Pop Superstar” and now 
hosts “Celebrity Duets,” another program 
concept from Fremantle Media, “Ido” fran- 
chise holder. 

‘Clearly, the odds are stacked in Regine's 


it helps that she's familiar 
with the "Idol" concept. 
“1 used to watch it. The season that 1 saw 
from start to finish was Carrie Underwood's 
year I loved her story that she was a farm 
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he Tace & Body, Company, КЕТТІ, 
Skin Hair Nail Clinic Spa & Salom КТЫ SERVIC OPENING PROMO 
" October 18-25,2007 
Facial * Body Scrub 
Body Massage” Foot / Hand / Hair / SPA 
Diamond Peel * Skin Whitening * Tattooing 
* Eyelash Extension / Perm* SLIMMING 
Sailon Services 
Ее г. s DERMATOLOGY * DERMATOLOGIC SURGERY 
Muntinlupa City, E COSMETIC SURGERY * LASER SURGERY 
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Performance 
side-by-side 


Only LG Side-by-Side Refrigerators have 
a convenient, soft-touch Mini-bar. 


ni-bar door opens with a smooth motion. 
-Only LG refs tise BlOtechnology to keep food fresher, longer. 
+ Flat flushed style door and hidden hinges. 
+ Luxurious aluminum long handle 
+ High-technology soft-touchi LED temperature control panel. 
- Modular door bin for more storage space. 
“No frost, energy efficient for more savings. 
ide-by side models als 


сявютс самала 


LG Electronics Philippines 2 
Fax 640-0466, 641-9486 Toll Free No. 1-800-10-6402525 (Free provincial calls) + CIC Hotline (02) 640-2525, 0917-8242525, 09209002825. 
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Some dated industry practices have outlived their usefulness 


THE LOCAL SHOW BIZ five years. Mainstream movie 
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ing produced left and right. “teleserye country” with one fanta- 


scene has changed in many production is way down, 
‘unexpected ways in the last while digital features are be- 


“ШЫ, 


CINEMA 


FA MOVIE WITI A LOVED ONE 


movietime- 
SHOWTIME 


Yow life as a movie 
— 


YT WWW suena COM. 
Voies by VIN YEHEY COM 


sua 


The fith Hour 


Vires senem td чк а cr е Оро 
ТД эт бт шыгы Gase ее ear Eom ow бе тезі 
DA ry i adeat Rr i SN, 


acted and produced by Leonardo DiCaprio 
ecd by eia Conners Petersen and Nada Conners 


NOW SHOWING AT SM NORTH EDSA 


Screening Schedules: 
October 17 (Wednesday) at Mall of Asia 
October 24 (Wednesday) at Megamall 
October 31 (Wednesday) at Manila 
November 7 (Wednesday) at Sta. Mesa 


The Tith Hour 


105 our generation that gets to change th 
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їй мом emonounce vou сиик a LARRY 
IRETRIBUTION 
XsrARDUST 
{KUNG FU FIGHTER 
ЗМО RESERVATIONS 
БАРАТ DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
PREMIERE CINEMA 
RESIDENT EVIL 
CENTERSTAGE 
ГУЕ FALLEN FOR YOU 
DIRECTOR'S CLUB 
kings now accepted Ingle at 556-2314: 
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PODIUM 
Ld 


CINEMA 1 
STARDUST 
CINEMA 2 
RETRIBUTION 


For ticket reservations, dial 6338976 
"All major credit cards accepted , 


SM NORTH EDSA 
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RESIDENT EVIL 

1 STARDUST 
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3: ONE PERCENT FULL 
XROGUE ASSASSIN 
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KUNG FU FIGHTER 
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7: wow ponouncs vou cuoca AY 7 ROGUE ASSASSIN 


$i KUNG FU FIGHTER 
s WEDDING DAZE 

ц АРАТ DAPAT, DAPAT АРАТ 
n RETRIBUTION -- 
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3UuNDERDOG 

4jROGUE ASSASSIN 
ЎГУЕ FALLEN FOR YOU 
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SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


On TV the evening prime time ву or tearjerker series after anoth- 
slot has been transformed into ег being telecast, to the exclusion 


of almost anything 
еке. 

Erwstwhile action 
superstars have been 
put out to pasture, 
while TV шеш 
searches have booted 
ош the traditional 
way of discovering 
and building up new 
stars. 

In the light of these 
and other major 
changes, you'd think 
that the entertain- 
ment industry would 
also update other tra- 
ditional practices that 
have outlived their 
usefulness, and have 
become antediluvian 
vestiges of a time 
gone by. 

Topping our list of 
dated practices is the 
knee-jerk use of “ro- 
mance” between 
male and female stars 
in promotinga film or 
TV show. In the past, 
such facile ploys 
would work, delud- 
ing viewers into excit- 
edly believing that 
the beautiful people 
they saw onscreen 
were actually, truly, 
madly in love with 
each other “in real 
Ше” 

To sustain this 
profitable — illusion, 
married stars pre- 
tended they were sin- 
gle, popular actors 


who were parents hid their chil- 
dren from public view, and ro- 
mantic leads who in fact hated 
each other promoted their movies 
by hinting that they were a hot 
lovey-dovey item even after the 
camera crew had gone home. 

Some of their publicity ploys 
were also palpably fake that it was 
a wonder anybody believed them. 
But, many clueless viewers did, 
thus encouraging producers to 
give them more of the same. 

But many decades have passed 
and viewers have wised up—so 
why are they still using obviously 
fake romances to whip up interest. 
in new TV-film productions? 

Take Angel Locsin. When she 
was а СМА-7 talent, her big, er- 
satz boyfriend was supposed to be 
her "love team" partner, Richard 
Gutierrez. Then she moved over 
to ABS-CBN, and now she's being 
linked to Piolo Pascual, her co- 
star in a new teleserye that they've 
started taping. 

Does anybody believe that An- 
gel can change leading men/"BFs" 
as quickly as she can retouch her 
makeup? 

Another dated practice that 
should be discontinued is the way 
actors plug their new starrers: six 
leads are trotted out on TV to pro- 
mote their new movie, and one af- 
ter another, ай of them have to in- 
tone deathless words Ше, 
“Panoorin niyo po ang movie 


namin—pinaghirapan po namin 
ito—ang ganda ро, 
promise—marami kaming bago 
na ginawa rito— at may magan- 
dang aral po ito!” 

After all six actors have intoned 
pretty much the same scripted 
spiel, you vow to yourself to not 
watch the movie they've so pre- 
dictably promoted. 

A third industry practice that 
should be put to stop is the con- 
cocted rivalry between two stars 
or starlets, The idea here is that 
competition will drive the fans of 
both actors or actresses to patron- 
izing their movies or TV shows, so 
those productions benefit from 
the extra-avid patronage and sup- 
port. 

In actuality, however, the “feud- 
ing” stars could even be best 
friends, away from the cameras, 
so the ploy is manipulative, with 
viewers being taken for а cir- 
cuitous drive—leading nowhere. 

The pracice is even more 
galling when its resorted to by an 
ambitious starlet, who invents a 
rivalry or “misunderstanding” 
with a big star, so that his or her 
little-known name can get into the 
gossip columns and thus become 
more popular or notorious, as the 
сазе may be. 

The big loser here is the big star 
who's being used by the ambitious 
starlet. He or she doesn't know 
whether to react or not. If the big 
star reacts, the starlet gets the 
publicity he or she wants. If the 
star remains silent, the starlet ap- 
pears to some to have “won” the 
“argument.” 

Its all terribly cynical and ma- 
nipulative, so the “user-friendly” 
practice should be consigned to 
the dustbin, from which it sprang. 


Чао? chatter 


From page Fl 

Another edge is that Regine 
started in amateur singing con- 
tests, too—specifically on "Ang 
Bagong Kampeon." 

It was on that RPN 9 show 
that she met Wilma Galvante, a 
producer then, who later be- 
came GMA 75 senior vice presi- 
dent for Entertainment TV. 

But she concedes that 
boyfriend Ogie Alcasid, who co- 
hosts “Duets” with her is a far 
more eamest host. 

“Tm so glad that Ogie is with 
me. I used to get stressed on 
"Pinoy Pop’ because I was on my 
own. Now, I have someone to 
exchange jokes with. When I 
make a mistake, Ogie quickly 
covers for me.” 

If she could have her way, 
she'd like to see the following 
celebs on the second season of 
"Dues 

"There should be a basketball. 
player like James Yap, a former. 
child star like Niño Muhlach, 


newscaster” 


Films, tentatively titled 
Blind and Deaf” 


Ogie's a deaf composer. 


ed by Jaya. “ТЇ also sing 


ding song.” 


ried yet,” she insists. 
a family? 


‘some things, but as soon 
ready... 


politicians like Mar Roxas or 
Francis Esctidero, a fashion de- 
signer like Rajo Laurel. 


Арап from “Duets,” she is al- 
so working on a new movie 
with Ogie, produced by GMA 
“Love is 

"Shoot starts at the end of the 
month. I play a blind pianist and 


Theme song of the movie is 
“Ako'y sa Yo," originally record- 
forthcoming concert Ang Ating 
Musika’ at the Aliw Theater next 
month. Its beautiful, like awed- 


Oops. A Freudian slip? 
"No, we're not getting mar- 


But are they planning to start 
“Soon, We just need to senle 


hopefully... We are def- 
initely planning {to have kids]." 


All's well 
with Kris 


From page Fl 
when James was re- 
ported to have had an 
affair. They broke up, 
but reconciled. In 
April, Kris gave birth 
toJames Jt 

“Baby James has 
the body type of an 
athlete—long апі 
lean," the proud mom 
said. He has grown 10 
inches, [and] is so ac- 
tive—he crawls and 
tumbles. Hes show- 
ing interest in danc- 
ing He stares at the 
‘TV when he sees the 
Streetboys, Sexbomb 
ог ASF dancers per- 
forming? 

Kriss son Joshua, 
with actor Phillip Sal- 
vador, is now 12 years 
old. 

She is seen week- 
days on the game 
show “Deal ог No 


Alo a 


itinmy 
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Deal” and the late- 
moming talk pro- 
gram, "Boy & Kris" 
with Boy Abunda on 
ABS-CBN. 

She said her show 
with Boy would have 
a new format starting 
next week. But she 
hastily dispelled ru- 
mors that the refor- 
mat Һай been 
brought about by 
poor ratings. 


Fast friends 

"Boy and 1 have 
long thought of it" 
she said. 

Kris said rumors 
blaming her for the . 
ratings have not af- 
fected her friendship 
with Boy ^I guess 
some people just can't 
believe that Boy and I 
can have such a 
smooth relationship.” 

In fact, Kris said, 
Boy recently closed 
four endorsement 
deals for her. 

"My family and 1 
are moving into a 
new house soon. Boy 
told me that, until I 
have moved in, wala 
siyang kukunin from. 
any of those deals,” 
said Kris. “He's super 
sweet. Fory percent 
of my house came 
from Boys persever- 
ance. He said, Just tell 
my godchild (James 
Jr) that these walls 
меге given to him by 
Ninong Boy” 


12:30,250,5:10, 
730950 
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Jonathan Badon is the main attraction in А Night of Popera’ 


THE THOMAS E. COX FOUN- PICC will have Lani Misalucha as A regular contestant in small. Backroom at.4351120. Bar, Mandarin 
dation presents tenor Jonathan guest. town singing tilts, Erik went big Hotel, Makati 
Badon in ‘A Night of Popera,” (2 ‘She will sing “The Prayer” in atime when he won the tide in Tonight Reuben 
оп Oct. 27, 8 p.m. at the Music Т duetwiththerenownedAmer- ABS-CBN's “Star in a Million” өзе Mari Chan, 5 p.m. at SM Laurente at 
Museum, Greenhills. ч ісап baritone, who insists talent search. He has since Makati Gambrinus 
Badon has performed lead : | that what hes been recorded four hit al- Bar, Hotel In- 
roles in various operas, orato- BÀ singing all these years ^ SHOW ` bums. Tomorrow 1 tercontinen- 
rios, zarzuelas and musicals in Mm ЖЕ is not classical, butsim- TIME Тһе Araneta concert Toccata with Monette at ind tal Makati. 
the Philippines, North America, ply pop music. i also features Sam Milby, Tropezz, Level 2, Greenbelt 3, i 3 к 
Europe and Asia. à M Tor tickets, call 0918- 2 The CompanY, Nyoy Makati Oct.20 *: 
He has also represented (һе | < 9414217. Ticket buyers can Volante, Danita Paner ы Freddie 
Philippines in cultural festivals in 4 avail of a 10 percent discount by “and Ai-Ai delas Alas. Louie Oct. 19 Aguilar at LA 
Hongkong, Japan, United States using their Citibank Credit Card Ocampo is musical director. Louie Reyes, Ding Mercado Cafe, М.Н. De Pilar St. Ermita, 
and Scotland. ог paying in cash and presenting Call Ticketworld at 9115555 ог and Eugene Villaluz at Captain's -Manila 
Badon is a winner of an Aliw ^ their Citicard. 
Award for Best Male Classical E 
Performer (2004) and the grand IUE Erik Santos CHAPTER 1: ОНАРТЕВ 2: CHAPTERS: ° 


жел ас ы са сонча at Araneta From the Highlands of Scotland М/й the help of his ` Hes faced wih an enemy trom the past - 
“Dugong Pilipino.” daas Pop singer-TV host to the streets of New York, he — powerful mentor, he saved: Whose sole purpose isto eliminate him 
“A Night of Popera” will have Lani Misaclucha = СББ fought his first battle and won. the world from evil. ‘and become the only immortal. 
Vernie Varga as guest. with Josh Groban carton Ос. 19,830 |” Y 
Call Ticketworld at 8911111 уос Goban’s two-night con- p.m. at the Araneta | 
or Musie Museum at 7216725 OF cere on Oct. 17 and 18 at the Coliseum. 
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Playing mom to two kids has 
prepared the actress for motherhood 


LOS ANGELES—FOR SEVERAL. 
years, every time we had a press 
ton with Halle Berry, someone 5 
always asked for updates about HOLLYWOOD ASS 
her efforts to have a baby. 

Finally, in our recent interview Ruben V. 
with the Oscar and Golden Globe 
Mixing acces In New ok, йе NCE ales 
broke the happy news. She looked 
radiant and was more engaging you experiencing? 
than usual, no doubt buoyed that "Its an amazing feeling to know 
her dream finally came true. Halle (һас a life is actually growing in- 
wore boots and a black sheath that side my body. The first time I saw 
concealed her four-month preg- the ultrasound image, Isaw the lit- 
nancy. tle bones and the legs and I realize 

In the drama “Things We Lost in that that’s part of me. That it's alive 
the Fire,” Halle plays a widow who and it’s in my care. This protective 
develops a bond with the best motherly instinct has taken over 
friend, a drug addict (Benicio Del Гоп very protective of my belly area 
Toro), of her late husband (David | now. I'm very careful about where 
Duchovny). The actress thinks I walk and what I eat. I try to get 
that playing a mother to two chil- enough rest. 
dren, played by Micah Berry (no 1 exercise and keep my diabetes қ e - Ч 
relation) and Alexis Llewellyn, set under control. The funny part is, Z = Х.Х. 
the right vibes to finally make her everywhere I go, everybody gives ) Е М, соме, 


pregnant. Sheand hercompanion, me advice (laughter). 1s all lov- : | ; 3 eX De fie mee 


Gabriel Aubry, a model whom ingly given but everybody has а 
ive in Taguig 2007 


she met in a Versace photo shoot, different method of child rearing. 1 26 А с 
‘want their baby's sex to beasur- have to find my own way take S 
prise. some advice that feels right and 
discard the rest. Motherhood 
Congratulations оп the happy doesn't come with a manual. 
news that you are having a baby. 
What's going on inyourmind? This movie and “Perfect 
A million and one things are in Stranger" were completed over 
my mind but I am happier than а year ago. What else have you 
Tve ever felt before. I wanted this done? 
for so long. I knew from playinga Tve been working. 
mother and having these two 
adorable, smart children іп Working on...? 
“Things We Lost in the Fire” that! Making а baby (laughter). 
‘was meant to be a mother. So its 
no mystery that right after we fin- What have you done besides 
ished the movie, pregnancy quick- that? 
ly started to manifest itself in my That has been the single most 
Ше f important thing in my Ше. 1 
couldn't think of any work more 
Has pregnancy been easy for meaningful and time-consuming. 
you so far? 
When you want something so You spent a whole year doing 
bad, nothing could go wrong.Its that? 
the joy of my life. Believe іс or not (laughter). At 
40, that’s what one has to do 
‘What extra precautions are you (laughter). 
taking since you have diabetes? | Normally when a woman is try- 
There are lots of new meat- ing to get pregnant, it takes about 
ments. My situation, especially Бе- а year. After making this movie, I 
ing pregnant, is very much under knew for sure that it’s what I want- 
control. I do what I always did. I ed to happen. My boyfriend and I 
always lived a clean life, ate аге always in different parts of the 
healthy, stayed away from sugar world, doing our individual work 
and checked my blood sugar daily. so I knew had to put work aside 
continue to do that and so far, Im and make motherhood my focus. 
doing really well. I was diagnosed 
[with diabetes] when I was about You've talked before about ное, 
j9or20. growing up biracial and how dif- М 
ien 
XM) 
oy i 
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Ron Capinding, 


3 gined Filipino painter who finds out he is elected 


маллан 


ili | ife 


Live like a masterpiece. 


ку ultmatety inspires James to realize ө Ше beyond 


1 АРАТ ПАРАТ, DAPAT АРАТ 


10 KUNG FU FIGHTER 


1240 390 520 740 1020 


а film by Katski Flores 


STILL LIFE is the story of James Maso, а 


wih a paralyzing discaso known as байат 
Barro Syndrome Faced wath a futuro where he 
сап no longer paint, James teavas his Мө in the 
ойу nnd goes on а self-nposed өх to paint one 
"ast mo, one final mastorpioco Unable to ima 
Gino a Ме without his ай, ho plans to kill himself. 
опсо he finishes this peinting. But Fate inlor- 
vanos and derails this grand schomo when 
James learns that he must share this exe with 
Emme, а beautiful and mysterious young out 
who 91219 has lived a Ше much too old for hor 
Years. But is her courageous and unfasing 
‘optimism despite what Me has deall her thal 


his canvass. Her search for meaning propels his. 
Journey towards hope and redemption. 
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7 ANG LALAKE sa PAROLA 
1200 200 400 600 800 1000 


Robinsons Movieworld ERMITA 


on its 2nd WEEK! 


"Ang Lalake sa Parola” offers a haunting yet insightful glimpse into one 
man's struggle to discover his true sell in a world caught between fantasy 

Land геу In the midst of a conservative rural community, he must choose 
between being straight or coming out - and ulimately discovers that truth 


is indoed stranger than ficton. 
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(US kid reality show on 23 


WHATHAPPENSTO40KIDSIEFTALONE The outcome unfolds in the newest con- 
ina community without adult supervision? troversial US reality TV show “Kid Nation,” 
which premieres on Studio 23 tonight at 7, 
and airs 7:30 p.m. on the succeeding Sun- 
days. 

‘The show relocates 40 kids, ages 8-15, to 
Bonanza City, New Mexico where they will 
have to build their own society. 

The kids will be allowed to go home 
when they want to. Instead of a weekly 
elimination, the show episode will end with 
a town meeting in which one kid will be se- 
lected by his peers to earn a real “gold star" 
worth $20,000. 


Mega construction 
Astonish- 
ing feats of 
global engi- 
neering аге 
unveiled іп 
Discovery 
Channel's 
“Extreme En- 
gineering.” 
It features 
projects such 
as the Shang- 
hai Tower in 
China, the Is- 
tanbul Tunnel 
in Turkey the 
Los Angeles Water Tunnel in California and 
construction of giant rollercoasters in Min- 
nesota 
Episodes air every Tuesday at 11 p.m., 
with replays on Wednesdays at 2 a.m., 9 
a.m. and 3 p.m. and Sunday at 1 p.m. 


‘Food Safari’ 


Each episode of “Food Safari" explores a 
new cuisine with the help of professional 
chefs and home-cooks who share their tips 
and secrets and classic favorites. 

In the series, presenter Maeve O'Meara 
takes viewers on а journey to uncover the 
very best of ingredients for Moroccan, 
Malaysian, Portuguese, Vietnamese, Indi- 
an, Greek, Italian, Mexican, Chinese, Thai, 
Turkish, Lebanese and Spanish food in Syd- 
ney. 

The show airs Wednesdays, 8:30 to 9 
p.m. on Discovery Travel & Living. Episodes 
encore the following Monday at 10 p.m. 


ASIAN HORROR IS BACK! 


FROM THE MAKERS OF THE GRUDGE AND THE RING 


NOLI SHOWING 


АЛБЕТЕ 


"Desperate Housewives" 

The "Desperate Housewives" episode 
that sparked a controversy for a racial slur 
against Filipino doc- 
tors will be aired on 
Studio 23 when the 
4th season of the US 
hit series premieres 
on Oct. 18 at 9:30 
pam. 

But the remark of 
Susan Myers 
(played by Тегі 
Hatcher) poking fun 
at medical schools 
in the Philippines 
will no longer be 
aired following the 
decision of the 
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11 KNOW WHO KILLED МЕ 
2 THE HOST 
3 I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
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5 I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
6 ROGUE ASSASSIN 


show's producers to 
| remove the сір 
from all succeeding 
releases of ће 
episode in all media 
platforms. 


‘America’s Top 


Model" 

This month, Tyra 
Banks searches for 
the next top model 
as "Americas Next 
Top Model" hits cy- 
cle8. 

Model wannabes 
compete as they go 
through the high- 
profile fashion in- 
dustry guru's chal- 
lenges every week. 

Hopefuls trans- 
form into fierce su- 
permodels every 
Thursday, 10 to 11 
p.m. on ETC. 


Scooby-Doo 


movies 

This month, Car- 
toon Network fea- 
tures full-length 
Scooby-Doo movies 
and special pre- 
mieres on Saturdays 
асарт. 

On Oct. 21, it's 
“Scooby-Doo and 
the — Cyber-Chase" 
and on Oct 17, 
“Scooby-Doo е 
Loch Ness Monster.” 
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ficult it was for you. 
You made the deci- 
sion that you are 
black How about 
yourchild? 

Tthink the children 
will decide for them- 
selves how and who 
they want to be in the 
world. 1 will inform 
them the best 1 can 
about what Клон. 


You say "them"? 
1 hope to have 

more than one. Its 

wishful thinking. 


What can you tell us 
about Gabriel, the 
father of the baby? 
He's wonderful. He 
will be a wonderful 


MOTHERHOOD 
doesn't come with a 
manual.” ашу 
мем 


father to our child. 


Where will you raise the child? 

LAismy home. I feel comfortable about rais- 
ing my family there. We also spend a lot of time 
in New York and Montreal so the baby will 
grow up all over. Well be оп the road, too, be- 
cause I make movies. To hit the road and expe- 
rience other cultures at an early age in life is 
one of the best forms of education for any child. 
We want the child to learn different languages. 
“There's no better way to do that than to expose 
them to the world. 


You said on Oprah Winfrey's show that you 
don't want to get married anymore. If your 
child or children ask you and Gabriel to get 
married, would you do it? 

No, its not up to my children whether or not 
т get married. I'm the mother (laughter). They 
are the children. 


Сап you talk about filming that scene when 
your character, grieving and sleepless over 
the loss of her husband (David Duchovny), 
brings Benicio Del Toro's character to her 
bedroom so he can help her go to sleep? 

‘That scene was particularly odd because we 
new that to people who weren't dealing with 
grief, it may seem like an odd thing to ask. We 
tried to make itas real as possible because there 
was a question of whether people would be- 
lieve that a woman would ask someone to do 
that. Once we thought it through, we realized 
that yes, a woman going through grief who 
hasn't slept in days might try just about any- 
thing, We tried to make it real and find some 
humorin it. 


And Benicio tugging at your ear the way 
David did to help you fall asleep—was that 
in the scriptor was that physical ad lib? 

‘That's something we came up with on the 
day we did the scene. We thought it was miss- 
ing something. There must have been some rit- 
ual that this couple had. We tried pulling lots of 
things (laughter) that day That seemed to 
work the best. 


Benicio told us jokingly that he did that 
‘scene so he can say he has slept with Halle 


Isthatall he said about me (laughter)? What 
about our acting? He didn't mention our work 
together? 


No. 
So just about the bed scene? 


Yes. Lam sorry. 
Меп. 


Now is your chance for revenge (laughter)? 
What can you tell us about Benicio? 

He was only sexy. Nothing else (laughter). If 
all he said was about our bed scene, all have to 
say is, he was nothing but sexy laughter). 


Have you lost anyone close to you? 

Tve lost my grandparents but was never re- 
ally close to them. Two of my dogs were killed 
by a coyote in my backyard. It was pretty dev- 
astating for me to retum home and find their 
bodies strewn all over my backyard. The guilt 
that | felt for leaving them out and thinking it 
would be okay not realizing the danger—that 
was the closest 've come to dealing with loss. 


What things of sentimental value would up- 
set you if they are lost? 

‘They are family heirloom kind of things. One 
is a Bible that was from my great-great grand- 
mother in England. It has been passed down 
for generations. Now, my mother has given it to 
me. Thats one of the few pieces of history that 
"We have as a family. It was signed by all the 
women who owned it before. 

‘The other thing is a lock of my mother's hair 
she gave to me a long time ago. She had this 
towhead white blonde hair and the lock was 
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1 A pregnant pause for Halle Berry 


from her first hair cut when she was six years 
old. 1 put it in a frame with hairpins and stuff. 
Tve called it angel hair. If 1 ever lost that, I 
would be devastated because that’s another 
thing that I want to be able to pass down to my 
family members as heirloom. I will put that 
frame in my baby’s nursery. 


Have we made big strides in accepting cou- 


ples of different races on the screen? 

We still have a long way to go. But I think a 
movie like this lets us know that we're getting 
where we want to go. l'm hopeful because I do 
see things changing. 


E-mail the columnist at rmepales_5585@ya- 


hoo.com and read his blog, “The Nepales Report,” 
оп wwwinquirerbloggers.net/nepalesreport. 
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One woman’s life with 2 rock gods 


LONDON—PATTIE BOYD IS THE A-LIST 
musicians’ muse. A convent schoolgirl 
turned swinging London fashion model, 
Boyd was married to Beatle George Harri- 
son, then to guitar god Eric Clapton—and 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 


Hurry! Be a founder member of the exclusive 
Shang Cineplex E-see Club. 
Enjoy exciting privileges. rewards and discounts. 
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or cali 633-4735 for details. 
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SUNDAY LUNCH HAS NEVER SEEN BETTER 


UPPER GROUND FLOOR. GATEWAY MALL 
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SUNDAY BUFFET LUNCH 


AN ARRAY OF SALADS, APPETIZERS, RIB EYE 
STEAK AND DESSERTS FOR ONLY P780++ 


COMPLETELY 
UNOBSTRUCTED VIEWS 


the relationships live on in song. 
For Boyd, Harrison wrote “Something,” 


most-covered tunes. 


Clapton's passion for his pal's wife inspired 
the scorching "Layla." 


Later, when Boyd 


Pattie Boyd 
is the girl 
behind 
George 
Harrison’s 
‘Something’ 
and Eric 
Clapton’s 
‘Layla’ 


Former British fashion model Pattie Boyd during the interview with The Associated Press in 
London. Her memoir is titled “Wonderful Tonight” in the US, "Wonderful Today” in Britain. ar 


had left Harrison and married Clapton, he 
serenaded her with “Wonderful Tonight.” 

Even now, 63-year-old Boyd says, “there 
is still a shiver of thrill” when she hears the 
songs. “When I hear them, it's a part of my 
body! can hear,” she said. 


An icon herself 

The songs made Boyd an icon herself. 
She tells her own side of the story in the 
newly released memoir "Wonderful 
Tonight,” written with royal biographer 
Penny Junor. 

Shaye Areheart, Boyd's editor at Harmo- 
ny Books, said: “If you know anything 
about the rock music scene, you have to 
want to see what Pattie has to say. She was 
there when so many exciting, seminal 
things were happening. She was in the mid- 
dle of this incredible scene.” 

The book begins a long way from the 
glamorous rock world, with an account of 
Boyd's emotionally detached middle-class 
childhood — а world of secrets and silences 
in which “nothing was ever explained; ev- 
erything was a mystery" 

"My parents behaved in the way they'd 
been treated as 
children them- 
selves, which was 
Very austere 
children меге 
seen and not really 
spoken to, said 
Boyd, who still 
cuts a glamorous 
figure, from her 
shiny black boots 
to her blond hair 
and cornflower- 
blue eyes. 

"When the "605 
emerged, еге 
‘was all of this free- 
dom. It was like 
being... а child. In 
the arts, every- 
thing emerged at 
the same time: po- 
etry, writers, musi- 
cians, fashion de- 
signers, painters. 
It was really very 
special. 1 feel very 
privileged to have 
been there.” 

She fled her 
suburban home, 
began a modeling 
career and was 
asked to appear as 
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an extra in the first 
Beatles film, “А 
Hard Day's Night." 
On the set she met 
Harrison, “ће 
best-looking man 
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married, explor- 
ing spirituality 
during а sojourn 
in India to learn 
from the Mahar- 


47" PBSI NATIONAL BONSAI 
OPEN EXHIBITION & COMPETITION 


TODAY 
10am - 12nn | Lecture Demo-3 
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by Тоноп Master Yang Kuo Yin 
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ishi Mahesh Yogi. 

Boyd tells her tale in a matter-of-fact, 
even subdued way, but there are moments 
when the extraordinarily strange world of 
The Beatles’ breaks through. Before asking 
Boyd to marry him, Harrison dashes off to 
consult with Beatles manager Brian Ep- 
stein. "Brian says it's OK,” he tells her. "Will 
you marry me?" 

Clapton's proposal, years later, was even 
less romantic. He asked, through a friend, 
whether Boyd would marry him the follow- 
ing Tuesday. Boyd later learned that anoth- 
er friend, as a drunken bet, had already told 
а newspaper gossip column that the couple 
were getting married that day. 


‘Normal’ life 

Boyd says that for a time, she and Harri- 
son enjoyed a "normal" life. "I was working, 
modeling, and George would... go off on 
tour... so what would be annoying for us is 
ifthe two things clashed.” 

Eventually, the breakup of The Beatles, 
Harrison's affair with Ringo Starrs wi 
Maureen and Boyd's attraction to the in- 
tense and infatuated Clapton pulled them 
apart. You sense things are starting to go 
wrong when Harrison invites a group of 
Hare Krishna families to live at the couple's 
mansion near London. “George thought it 
would be wonderful: We could chant to- 
gether and there would be good vibes in the 
house,” Boyd writes. The vibes soon turned 
bad. 

Despite the ups and downs of the mar- 
riage, the book presents a warm portrait of 
Harrison, who died of cancer in 2001. “Eric 
and I were playmates,” Boyd writes, “but 
George and I were soul mates. I absolutely 
adored him. He was the kindest, sweetest 
person.” 

Even after they split up, she adds, “There 
was alwaysa friendship there. “With Eric — 
he seemed to have no limits, and I thought 
that was incredibly freeing, because I sup- 
pose in my upbringing there had always 
been boundaries. Here was somebody with 
no boundaries at all, which I thought repre- 
sented the ultimate freedom. But... excess 
has to come in when there are no bound- 
aries. It has to create some sort of disas- 
trous situations.” 


His version 

Clapton does not come off very well in 
the book. His marriage to Boyd coincided 
with a long period of alcoholism, and his 
behavior often appears thoughtless апа: 
cruel. But Boyd, now a photographer who ‘ 
has exhibited her work in London and San 
Francisco, has left recrimination behind 
her: “I have to take some of the credit for 
his bad behavior. I allowed it. I would not 
allow it now.” 

She continues: “I now know about alco- 
holism... I know that it is a disease. When I 
was younger, I just thought it was people 
behaving badly. Eric was drinking far too 
much and I just thought it wasa nightmare. 
1didn't realize he was ill.” 

Clapton's own autobiography is due out 
next month. “Tm looking forward to it," 
Boyd says. “ГЇ plunge straight in." 

Jill Lawless, AP. 
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Could be UK's costliest divorce deal ever | 
LONDON—FOR- Heather DPENS DCTOBER 24 


mer Beatle Paul Мс- 


carne Mills OPENS OCTOBER 17 SHOCKING but REAL! 


Heather Mills spent From the Producers of 
Ae day in cout reportedh MEE Hundr P: i 

те Фу п ош TePOT*CY | «THE WEDDING CRASHERS eds of Patients Die in Hospitals Everyday, 
ingoutdetailsofpo- Wants 
tentially the costli- 


est-ever divorce set- $120M LETTING GO 


tlement in British le- 4 
еі ОР YOUR PAST 
ты, ПОШ Раш қ 15 HARD... 


ple left in blacked” MeCartney ESPECIALLY’ 


out cars after more 


than eight hours in 1 y WHEN IT'S DATING 
the behind.closed-door hearings at Lon- YOUR MOM. 


Фоп high court. 

Neither made any comment to waiting 
reporters, though McCartney flashed his 
traditional "V" for victory sign while Mills 
shielded her face from the mass of waiting 
cameramen and reporters. 

Media reports suggest that Mills, 39, is 
seeking up to 60 million pounds ($120 mil- 
Боп) from McCartney's estimated reported 
825-million-pound ($1.650 billion) for- 
tune to end their five-year marriage, which 
collapsed last year. 

McCartney, 65, and Mills, a former mod- 
el who lost a leg in a 1993 road accident, 
married in 2002, four years after the musi- 
cian's first wife Linda died of breast cancer. 

Since they split last year, the couple's di- 
vorce has been played out acrimoniously in. 
the public eye, with Mills saying in March 
that securing a divorce deal was like "get- 
ting blood out of a stone." McCartney has 
kept largely quiet during the proceedings. 

In the morning of Thursday, Mills had 
been ushered into the building under a 
blanket, followed shortly afterwards by Мс 
Cartney. Both used an entrance normally 
reserved for judges. 

Initially McCartney appeared stony- 
faced but during the day he appeared more 
relaxed, emerging several times to go to ће 


bathroom. 3 SEANN WILLIAM SCOTT 


During one such appearance he playfully 


asked waiting journalists, "Аге you having p.73 ү ВШҮ BOB THORNTON 
fun?" and before going back in to court did i 3 ‘ano SUSAN SARANDON 


a kind of mock stagger, as if he was carrying 
a weight. 


Later in the afternoon he came out and à - 
tapped one correspondents note pad, en- : 
couraging her to "come on" and do some JJ ш) fm 
work. But he declined to make any com- : 
ment before returning to the legal fray. AFP . = ae 
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Roger Ebert, CHICAGO SUN TIMES 


“SENSUOUS.” 
MTRCB Ruting: Rented IRI 


ка Lisa Schvarzbaum, ENTI 


Ga REENBELT - qu - 
[m AYALA, Е] 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 
FX 


/ 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2007 


E-mail: entertainment Ginquirer.com.ph 


Textus your feedback: 
inquirer ent rame/age/city/message. 
102207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


armani i 


Call (02) 497-3000 or log on to www.bayan.com.ph or visit any Bayan 


— - 


bayanWIRELESS landline lets you call and talk all you want, 
even while on the go! For only 699” а month, enjoy all these: 
* Unlimited calls and talktime to and from any local lendiine 
+ Unlimited calls and texts from Bayan to Bayan nationwide 


You can also avail of the following: 
* Low МОО and IDD сай rates 


+ Text messaging to other networks 


* Internet up to 128 kbps 


~ agnes so Mero Mario oriy 
(Rosie arp eis б prona onis 


wireless 
landine 


It’s Greta’s turn оп the Net again— 
but this one’s shamelessly contrived 


By the Inquirer and Inquirer.net 
Entertainment Staff 


NCE AGAIN, PURPORT- 

ed "romantic" snaps of 

Gretchen Barretto with 
aman other than partner Tony 
Boy Cojuangco spread like the 
“I Love You” virus on the Net. 

Expertly done like paparazzi snaps, 
the photos show Gretchen canoodling 
with an unidentified man in a parked 
convertible, and then in an open-air 
café. The man's face was artfully (sus- 
piciously) concealed throughout. 

For the discerning eye, it's apparent 
that the scenario was staged. 

The official statement from La Gre- 
ta's manager, Boy Abunda: "These 
photos are part of an advertising cam- 
paign... from the shoot for a beauty 
product commercial. There is no scan- 
dal. There is no controversy" 

A close associate of Tony Boy's dis- 
missed it, correctly, as “a gimmick.” 

Another Tony Boy colleague volun- 
teered: "[Gretchen is] enjoying being 
in the news again.” 

A concerned friend of hers was 
aghast, however. "Since Gretchen just 
emerged from another Internet. 
mishap (involving John Estrada), this 
may do more harm than good both to 
her and the product." 

Apparently, there's nothing sacred. 
for today's spin doctors. Which makes 
us wonder: Were all those supposed 
scandals involving “shampoo beau- 
ties" Kris Aquino, Dawn Zulueta, 
Ruffa Gutierrez 
and, yes, 

Gretchen—also 
contrived? 


Repeat offend- 
er 

Ihman Esturco, 
manager of Crisel- Ё 
da Volks, was in 
Japanwhenhe | 
sent this textmes- B 
sage to Rushes af- 
ter we asked about 
his talents botched suicide attempt: 
was just as surprised ... Гуе been try- 
ing to contact her, but [we] haven't. 
talked." 

His surprise is, well, surprising, con- 
sidering how his ward has been acting 
up on chismis shows in the past year. 

She makes the term repeat offender 
sound redundant. 


d. 
CRISELDA Volks 


all 


Kapuso heartbreak 

Is Ara Mina still hurting that Kyla 
was chosen over her to sing the Philip- 
pine National Anthem at the Pacquiao- 
Barrera fight last Sunday? 

Rushes received an anonymous text 
message that claimed Cacai Ve- 
lasquez, Kyla's manager, lobbied for 
the assignment with GMA 7 execs. 

That's her job as manager, isn't it? 


Lady's choice 

In an interview with GMA 7's 
"Showbiz Central,” Jinkee, Manny 
Pacquiao's wife, enumerated her 
choices for the “Lupang Hini- 
rang” singer: “Kyla, 
Karylle, Jolina Magdan- 
gal...” 

That's not her job as wife, is it? 


Aiko bounces back 

‘Too soon after her separation from 
model Martin Jickain, Quezon City 
Councilor Aiko Melendez із reported- 
ly being wooed by a colleague —an. 
actor-politician. 

Hinted a source: "He's her former 
classmate.” QC Vice-Mayor Herbert 
Bautista was Aiko's co-star on the de- 
funct ABS-CBN gag show “Klasmeyts.” 
Does that count? 


Madame Charo 
ABS-CBN Entertainment head. 
Charo Santos is in Harvard, taking up. 


an Advanced Management Program. Is 
she preparing to take over as Kapam- 
ilya president? 


Performers’ exodus 

Rushes received a complaint that a 
certain concert venue makes it diffi- 
cult for local producers to post a profit. 
The complainant said the venue 
charges for complimentary tickes—at 
regular rates. Kaya pala local artists 
would rather hold concerts abroad. 


Banned, banned 
Have you heard about this female 
inger whose records were not sold at 
abig chain of malls for quite a while? 
Reason: She arrived late for the mall 
owner's party and did not even apolo- 
gize. 

This other singer was banned from 
doing shows—in Brunei. Reason: A 
lapse in protocol; he addressed royalty 
as though they were fans. 


No sex 

“А marriage minus sex,” is how Boy 
Abunda describes his “partnership” 
with Kris Aquino. He denies rumors 
thata rift between them resulted from 
"Krissie's" joining his late-morning 
talkshow. “There's no conflict that we 
cannot settle,” he says. 


Good new: 

„~. that involves real talent, for a 
breaker: 

Lea Salonga will top-bill what is be- 
ing touted as "the biggest and most 
lavish musical production of Rodgers 
and Hammerstein's Cinderella’ in the 
Philippines.” It opens July 29, 2008 at 
the CCP Main Theater. 

Producer Marc Routh of Broadway 
Asia Entertainment says the Manila 
production will cost about $2 million. 
After four weeks here, “Cinderella” 
moves to Hong Kong for a nine-week 
run, and then to China, Taiwan, Singa- 
pore Malaysia, Thailand and Korea. 


Akknight’s tale 


This controversial actress, who's 


RUSHES 
SUNDAY 


lw 


supposedly recovering from a trau- 
matic accident, was spotted watching 
a movie with an equally controversial 
actor. It seems to be the actor's favorite. 
role—to bea knight in shining armor 
for distressed women. His ex-girl- 
friend said he helped her through her 
grief over the death of a loved one. 


Jude Law ‘delighted’ 
LONDON—British actor Jude Law 
has been cleared of assaulting a pho- 
tographer in September. Law's 
spokeswoman in London said, quoting 
the actor: “Of course Тат delighted to 
be vindicated.” Reuters 


Son, unlike father 

HONG KONG—Jackie Chan's 24- 
year-old son, Jaycee, mixes with the 
arty crowd. With a major role in “The 
Sun Also Rises,” a Chinese-language 
movie that competed for the top Gold- 
en Lion prize in Venice, the young 
Chan was considered for acting honors 
alongside the likes of Adrien Brody 
and Michael Caine. 

“I'm carving my own path," he told 
The Associated Press. "I ve made an 
art-house movie. My range is greater. 
Tm not just making action movies." 

AP 


Never too late 

LOS ANGELES— Daniel Radcliffe 
and his Harry Potter co-stars beat 
him to it but, at last, Roger Moore, 
69, now hasa star on the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame in front of an address 
that includes his famous character. 
James Bond's signature 007. 

Moore received his permanent spot 
on Hollywood Boulevard on Thursday. 
His take on why he's no longer the 
super Ian Fleming spy: “I had to retire 

from the Bond films," Moore said. 
“The girls were getting younger or I 


was getting too old.” АР 


Top of the tabloids 

The top show biz stories in local 
tabloids this week. (And why we аге 
moved, if we are moved.) 

е Kristine Hermosa, tulala; kotse, 
nakapatay ng binatilyo! 

‘© Dahil sa naganap na banggaan, 
Kristine shocked pa rin! 

* Driver ni Kristine, lusot sa kaso! 

ө Kristine sasailalim sa clinical 
treatment. 

* When will Kristine be back on. 
prime time? (After the treatment 
‘would be best.) 


What's up, Pac? 

‘© Nanay ni Ara Mina, umalma kay 
Pacman! 

Ara, pikon na kay Jinkee Pac- 
quiao! 


© Ara, Manny "affair" still hot topic. 
* Balato ni Manny, hinihintay ni 

Ara. (Are you thinking what we're 

thinking? E-mail us, quick!) 


Ah, fatherhood 

* "Hindi ko pinababayaan ang anak 
ko!”—Dennis Trillo (He's what, two 
weeks old? Too soon to say.) 

© Cristine Reyes may pasasabugin 
sarelasyon nila ni Dennis T. 

‘© Dennis umiiwas mag-guest sa talk 
shows. 


Job or James? 
© Kris Aquino, wala nang magic. 
‘Pag sumadsad pa ang ratings... Boy 
& Kris’ dapat magbawas o magdagdag 
ng hosto co-host. 
v Lifestyle show ni Kris sa ABS-CBN 
hindi na matutuloy! 
ө Kris, aminadong malaki ang na- 
gawa ng marriage counseling sa kanila 
ni James Yap. 
(Can't have ev- 


Stop it na! 
* Gerald An- 
| derson, worst ac- 
torpara kay 
Snooky?! 
© Gerald gi- 
nagamit ni 
Й Snooky para ma- 
Í pag-usapan. 
| ‘© Kim Chiu 
inokray si Snooky 
para ipagtanggol 
9 si Gerald 
o Ai-Ai, 
KRISTINE Hermosa pinakaplastik na 
actress para kay 
Snooky! 
© Albert Martinez, absuwelto sa 
“rape case” ni Snooky! 
© Snooky, sinalo ng Siyete. 
© Snooky's "effort" pays off. 
© Snooky should mend her ways. 
(Forsure.) 
* Drama ni Snooky, tinalbugan ni 
Griselda Volks sa pamamagitan ng 
pag-inom ng sabon at Zonrox. 


Boob talk 

e Marian Rivera, ka-level na nina 
Angel Locsin, Richard Gutierrez ас 
Dennis Trillo. (Please qualify.) 

© Marian willing to bare breasts in 
next TV series. (And then?) 

* Jennylyn Mercado bigay na bi- 
gay sa pictorial, boobs nagmumura. 

Claudine Barretto, nagpatapyas 
ng dibdib. 


Ay, buking! 

'e John Prats, ‘di nanliligaw kay 
Shaina Magdayao. 

© Relasyong John-Shaina, ibinuking 
ni Keanna Reeves. 


GRETCHEN BARRETTO 
andher new man. Why 
does this look like an ad? 
Because itis an ad! Does 

is mean some 
“scandals” are really 
campaigns? 


Valerie Concepcion, ibinuking na 
naglalaway kay John Lloyd Cruz. 

‘© JC de Vera at Yasmien Kurdi buk- 
ing na pero deny to death pa rin. 

e Yasmien maganda pero bastos! (It 
happens.) 


Busy girl 

е Rufa Mae Quinto, sabik na kay 
Erik Santos! 

* Rufa Mae, Erik to reconcile? 

‘© Dahil labs pa rin si Rufa Mae... Erik 
nagseselos kay Billy Crawford. 

• Rufa Mae, dinalaw ni Billy sa tap- 
ing. 

© Relasyon kay JV Ejercito, inamin 
ni Rufa Mae. (Busy girl.) 

* Paolo Bediones, Rufa Mae mal- 
abong matsismis. (Bakit daw?) 


The real score 

* Aubrey Miles, ayaw pang pakasal 
kay Troy Montero! (Baka ayaw na?) 

Ano ang tunay na nangyari kay 
Jean Garcia sa Surigao? 

© Jean Garcia, itinanggi na biktima 
siya ng ‘sexual harassment’; pero bakit 
paiyak-iyak at mukhang mabigat ang 
problema? 

* Jean, nagmakaawa sa show biz 
press! (Actually, she could just refuse 
to talk altogether.) 

e Jean mum about harrowing expe- 
rience. (Way to go.) 

* Lihim ni Jean sa Surigao, 
pasasabugin ni Jennica Garcia. 

© Hostage issue kay Jean... “walang 
katotohanan!"—Gov. Ecleo-Villaro- 
man. (Abangan.) 


Battle of exes 

© Maybfna si Sunshine Dizon, kaya. 
si Polo Ravales di na eeksena! 

Dina Bonnevie in-love sa isang 
bagets na foreigner. 

© Dina's bf 10 years her junior. 

* Dina willing to work with Coney 
Reyes. 


S'pore sling 

* Direk Lino Cayetano at KC Con- 
cepcion, sabay pumunta ng Singapore. 
(Ayan na naman.) 


Go, girl 

• Sarah Geronimo wants to be the 
next Lea Salonga. 

* Angelica Panganiban at Roxanne 
Guinoo, sabay magbubuyangyang! 
(Please complete the sentence.) 


Yes, no 

* Jackie Rice ‘di totoong buntis. 

• Andrea del Rosario, feel nang 
magpabuntis sa French bf. 

© Angel Locsin, ipinahiram muna 
ni Piolo Pascual kay Sam Milby. 

Luis Manzano serious about An- 
gel. 
* Piolo ‘di bagay kay КС! 


RATES 
‘P75 per tine. 
lcs so RAAT) 


DEADLINES 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon. 12:00 noon. 

Day before publication every Thursday 


ar Sunday 
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SIA 
Our client, the country’s leading premium car importer and distributor, is in the 
midst of a massive expansion program, and is seeking matured, energetic and 
highly motivated individuals to join a dynamic team of achievers. 


Home Guaranty Corporation 
Office of the President 


NOTICE OF SALE 


The Home Guaranty Corporation (HGC) is offering for sale In cash or installment one of its acquired 
assets particularly described as follows: 


SERVICE MANAGERS - (Basic Salary - 50,000 to 80,000/mo.) (auto-svcmgr) 
PARTS MANAGERS - (Basic Salary - 50,000 10 80,000/mo.) (auto-pmgr) 
SALES MANAGERS – (Basic Salary - 50,000 to 80,000/mo.) (auto-smgr) 
PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICERS (auto-pro) 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANTS (auto-ea) 

SERVICE ADVISORS  (auto-svcad) 

SALES EXECUTIVES (auto-salesE) 

ACCOUNTANTS/CPAs (auto-cpa) 

CUSTOMER RELATIONS OFFICERS  (auto-ro) 

MARKETING ASSISTANTS (auto-mtkgA) 

GRAPHIC DESIGNERS/ARTISTS (auto-graphics) 

HUMAN RESOURCE ASSISTANTS (auto-hr) 

BUSINESS SUPPORT STAFF (auto-bss) 

BODY & PAINT ESTIMATORS (auto-b&p) 


‘MINIMUM BID 
PRICE (Php) 
P6,791,300.00 


DESCRIPTION | 
| оЕТНЕРНОРЕНТҮ | 
Ninety Nine (99) | 
Le with | 
| 


LOCATION 
Divine Mercy Village, 
Brgy. Mallona, 
Tayabas, Quezon 


TOTAL AREA 
12,894 sqm 


individual TCTs 


General Guidelines: 


The sale of the properties shall be on an “AS IS-WHERE IS" basis; 
{All proposals shall be submitted on or before October 30, 2007 at 2:00 Р.М. 

| Prospective bidders may offer to buy the property in cash or installment basis. Only cash 
purchase shall be entitled to discounts. 
Terms of payment: 


4 For CASH SALE, the following discount rates apply: 


© 10%, Spot Cash. 

о 6% If paid within 30 days from signing of sale documents 
о 4% I paid within 60 days from signing of sale documents 
о 2% If paid within 90 days from signing of sale documents 


For INSTALLMENT SALE (discounts are not applicable): 


о 10% minimum downpayment 
© Balance payable їп equal monthly installments over a maximum term of five (5) years 
al twelve (12%) interest per annum. 

Bidding documents can be secured from the Asset Management and Disposition Group 
(АМОС) located at the 4th Floor, Jade Building, 335 Sen. Gil J. Puyat Avenue, Makati City 
{rom October 15 to 19, 2007 upon payment of а non-refundable fee of Two Thousand Five 
Hundred Pesos (P2,500.00). 

. The sealed bids should be dropped In the designated drop box located at the lobby of the 
АМОС office on or before October 30, 2007 at 2:00 Р.М. 
Bidders are enjoined to inspect the property before submitting their bids. 
The award of the sale covering the properties shall be based on the offer determined to be 
‘most advantageous to the Corporation. 


Our client offers the successful-candidates above-industry compensation 
packages, local and foreign training, and excellent working conditions. 


Applications shall be treated with strict confidentiality. 


For inquiries, please call the АМОС at 897-3290 and 895-6250, or you may visit our office at 4/F, 
Jade Bidg.,.335 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City 


THE CORPORATION RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL OFFERS AND TO 
WAIVE ANY DEFECTS OR TO ACCEPT SUCH OFFERS AS MAY BE CONSIDERED 
ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE CORPORATION. 


Interested candidates may email their resume with latest photograph to 
auto@ viventis-search.com or send to Viventis Search Asia, 
4703 OMM-Citra Bldg., San Miguel Ave., Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


A (Бой) RAFAEL P. DE LOS SANTOS 
(please use position codes) 


Vice President 
Asset Management and Disposition Group 
(PD-OcL 1344.209) 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
LIVELIHOOD CORPORATION 
ТЕ One Corporate Plaza Cond., 845 A. Атай Ave., Legazpi Vil., 
Brgy. San Lorenzo, Makati Сау Tel. No. 817-0771 


INVITATION TO BID 


The Livelihood Corporation (LIVECOR) is offering for sale or lease the properties described below: 


Republic of the Philippines 
Professional Regulation Commission 
Manila 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Professional Regulation Commission, with address at P. Paredes St. cor. М. Reyes St (formerly 
Morayta St), Sampaloc, Manila hereby invites prospective bidders to apply for eligibility and to bid 


OFFICE CONDOMINIUM (ENTIRE 7TH FLOOR) 
PROPERTY/LOCATION 


ONE CORPORATE PLAZA 
ТУР, OCP, 845 A. Araiz Ave., Makati City 


ШІП 
p 
Opening o! Bids 


ЕТІЛ 
ева Conarence 


AREA емее Fee. 


987.75 sqm. 


DESCRIPTION | FLOOR PRICE 
‘Condominium — | 
(Office Space ONLY, 
‘excluding furniture & cc эк 
fixtures) | | menm 
INDUSTRIAL RESIDENTIAL LOTS: | Serco. Man us 


LAGUNA PROPERTY 1798 зал | dusal land | 500750000 
Кт. 71, Brgy. San Andres, Alaminos, Laguna | 
DAVAO PROPERTY RSs | Cie nds 

В. Casto St. Brgy. Agdao, Davao Cty Land 
BULACAN PROPERTY Residential Tard | seam, 
Puro & Bray. Santissima Trinidad, | aes 
Malos Cip buscan ЕНШІ 
BOHOL PROPERTY жал | Бәйті: — | 155525056 ET 

Brgy. Dampas, Tagbilaran City, Bohol (Zadjoining юв) Ел 
CABANATUAN PROPERTY Residential Land Sl irme 
Brgy. Kaka Sur, (abu), Cabanatuan Cty 

BACOLOD PROPERTY 

Pag-asa St. Extension, Brgy. Tangub, Bacolod 
PANGASINAN PROPERTY Tsen. | Residential Land "| 19200000 
Brgy. Buenlag, Binmaley, Pangasinan | 


троа 
Се 
p 


44,449,000.00 


PIRATRSSOIO | Octeberz2.2007 | November 62007 
ҮЛЕСТЕ 
n Conference nn. 


na Fior Man Bag 


821420959 | 


31397 sam. 2,718,000.00 ОО SATAY200 


13335 зат. 30400000 | 


азат | Residen tand ai | EA 


Conditions: 
d. Winning bidders shall assume responsibility of paying any andlor all taxes relative to the sale or transfer of the 
properties. 
2. Bidders bond shall not be less than 1% of the floor price. 
3. Bidding documents can be secured upon payment of a non-refundable fee of P1,000.00 at the following address: 
BIDS and AWARDS COMMITTEE 
The Livelihood Corporation (LIVECOR) 
Tth Floor One Corporate Plaza, 
845 А. Arnaiz Avenue, Makati City 
Pre-Bid Conference will be on November 16, 2007, Friday at 2:00 PM, Conference Room, The Livelihood 
Corporation, 7th Floor One Corporate Plaza, 845 A. Amaiz Avenue, Makati City. 

The sealed bids should be dropped at the designated drop box located at the security desk of the Livelihood 
Corporation, 71h Floor One Corporate Plaza, 845 A. Атай: Avenue, Makati City on or before 2:00 PM on 
Wednesday, November 28, 2007. 

All bidders are enjoined to inspect the propertylies before submitting their bids. 
For more details, please contact Luz C. Jacinto, BAC Secretariat at tel. no. (02) 817-07-71 or 817-04-64 and Cell No. 

0918-6078530 or Felix Samson, Officer-in-Charge, EDMD at tel. no. 531-3324 and cell no. 0928-3038068. 

THE CORPORATION RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL OFFERS AND TO WAIVE ANY DEFECTS 
он TO ACCEPT SUCH OFFERS AS MAY BE CONSIDERED ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE CORPORATION. 
For the Bids and Awards Committee: 


(80%) Е. ALEXIS б. SEVIDAL, CESO IV 
Chairman 


Очу Бади tered wth he Electronic Procurement Service lr procurement ol goods and сопісе shall be afowed 10 
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Bis tomma эла e Terms Releecen (TOR) may bo obtained at cosy ntroctod bidders staring on October 15, 2007 hem tha 
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ory ty yours, 
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Housing fair II set at SM Megamall on Oct. 23-25 Realty seminar and review set 


DUE TO INSISTENT DEMAND FROM THE 
government and private sector employees, 
Vice President and Chairman of the Housing 
and Urban Development Coordinating Coun- 
cil (HUDCC), Noli 'Kabayan' De Castro 
announced today that the Housing Fair held in 
October last year will have a repeat and will be 
held yearly thereafter. 

With the theme 'Serbisyong Tapat, Abot- 
Kayang Pabahay para sa Lahar’, the Fair will be 
held on Oct. 23-25, 2007 at the Megatrade Най 
1 of the SM Megamall in Mandaluyong City. 

Participating in this year’s Fair are the 
housing agencies - Home Guaranty Corp., 
Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board, Na- 
tional Home Mortgage Finance Согр., 
National Housing Authority, Pag-IBIG Fund 
and Social Housing Finance Corp.—and gov- 


ernment financial institutions including the 
Government Service Insurance System, the 
Social Security System, and the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas. 

Тһе Vice President said that some 40,000 
foreclosed properties and acquired assets of the 
participating agencies would be offered to both 
public and private sector employees including 
‘overseas Filipino workers. 

“Тһе units have an interest rate of as low as 
6% per annum, and the repayment period is as 
long as 30 years, depending on the agency or 
institution. Buyers may also avail of discounts 
on the selling price,” the Vice President said. 
The monthly amortization shall be paid 
through salary deduction. Payment in cash or 
Post Dated Checks may be allowed by the con- 
cerned agencies. 


Each participating agency or GFI has its own 
setofterms and conditions for the sale of prop- 
erties in its inventory. Interested buyers have 
to be evaluated by the seller agency to deter 
mine their eligibility for cash or loan 
availment. 

Prospective buyers may already fill out a 
Reservation Form at the Housing Fair if they 
find a property that they want to purchase. 

Aside from the sale of acquired assets, the 
Housing Fair will also showcase brand new 
housing units being offered by various private 
developers in their respective projects. 

‘The complete lis of foreclosed properties on. 
sale will be made available at the foyer of 
Megatrade Hall 1, Sth Floor, SM Megamall 
Building B during the Fair. For more informa- 
tion, interested parties may call 812-6495. 


THE RIZAL CHAPTER OF THE 
National Real Estate Associa- 
tion (NREA) will conduct a 
Comprehensive Real Estate 
Seminar and Review in prepa- 
ration for the coming Real 
Estate Brokers Examinations 
on Nov. 25, 2007. 
According to Joyce Davis, 
seminar directress, the 5 days 
sessions will start on Oct. 20 
(Sat), 1-6 p.m. at the fa- 
mous Мак Restaurant, 
Starmall along EDSA and 
Shaw Blvd., Mandaluyong 
City. The other sessions will 
be оп Oct. 27, 


Nov. 3, 10 and 17, same time. 

Тһе subjects include Laws on 
Sales, Leases and Mortgages; Real 
Estate Appraisal; Real Estate Ac- 
counting; Subdivision Rules and 
Buyers Protection Law; Family 
Code and Property Relations; 
Condominium Law; Rental Law; 
Brokers Licensing Rules and 
Regulations; Real Estate Math- 
ematics; and Comprehensive 
Examination Review. 

Seminar reviewer is Prof. Cesar 
Santos, NREA education chair and 
delegate to RESCOP. 

Interested parties may call 491- 
4704; 0926-510-8482 or 913-4463. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


LOT FOR SALE 
De Castro Subdivision 
Valenzuela, Metro Manila 


~ Lot Ideal for Factory or Warehouse — 


4 
Eros 


Canada in 3 mo 
сика бой, approved 631 086 


LASER FOR VARICOSE VEN 
Outpatont Treatment 
THERE esa HORT. 


өчен. 


кс 
65850505558 18,58 


RUSH SALE зи 498 378 
MADS ЯМ VALLEY GOLF 
CANTA ОММА LEAVING FOR шшр sent 
ABROAD 09208087152 


1.7M - Up RESORT-TYPE 
29А. Maar Май 9 Оқы 
МУ DP % mme 4003200 
www.resort-living.net 


IDEAL FOR EXPATS 
NR ORTIGAS AV BISD GATED 
Сиро SAND NEW 288 2748: 
WARENG CALL CONNE 
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зва STB VALLE VERDE 2 
‘CALL 0917-8307194 MON 


WANTED LADY DENTIST ining 
эһ OC ала w2jeus orp cal 
721724091 ce 570, UA- 
GENTE 


RICARDO T. UY AND RICHARD 
* Реле Contact 7114651 or 
0918-6517766 


GARMA CUNIC 
VD SPECIALIST 


GONORRHEA WARTS 
Syms sro sees. 
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Condo 4 Rent EASTWOOD 
ман. 0920-9096012 


EAST ORTIGAS MANSION 
PASIG 25A «08062654817 


Makati Condominium 11000 
Monthly 09182222687 
RENSONS GEWAYI PIONEER 


LI туш 


Sisqm МА La Sale St Scho 
Parking 278 Tel 4004807 
зз San Joaquin St Mand Сту 


PIOT/mo - Tel.746-1998 


Мен CODO ийи Pu. 

Ne DF Pea ОС? 
‘Apt 4 Rent 298 wi aircon and 

энен CONDO NEAR Nama Рей эте Tei 80120 #57 


АЧА 
PEOR біш нші Yaga Pasong Tane шг. 


BNEW THSE QC PROJ 6 


SCTAREALOYOLAHTS EASTOEN AIRPORT APARTEL 
09163633975 RENE SSmo tey ak abe isi 


AFFORDABLE CONDO UNITS 
bis C6 МЯ Eastwood Ciy 
PITT up Brew Studio & Loft 
НишЕтта 70801540270 
09178339702/09178355891 


NEWLY BUILT w/ 2-808. 
TELEPHONE GARAGE PS 
DREAMLAND SUBD. T-500-7963 


‘ACCOUNTING 09195348175 


талы OC ди Me төше м 
Chet, шш 2 ШТ 
CUBAO PL неше Tye o Cal ТӘПИ 


AGARICUS CAPS Руы Cay (e, ie отав. 


cape BFAD apri mehs umo 
ws & came св Cd 
4545667: 08183238216 KINGSWOOD 77S0M W PRKNG 
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Looking to go Abroad 
оғ Refine your English 
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іші Training m Usteing, 
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VILLA ENRIQUE 

Bun fap Sra нама 

4885 AB car garage 
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REAL ESTATE 


той ағаятмент 4 saie РОВ SALE OR RENT 
CONTACT ЗАМ @ 645-7251) =m 
azn 9120580 РІ25 Мар. 
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182 REMEDOS СОЯ TAFT 
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REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


“Let us heip you ind 
your property needs 
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00000007606 
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RUSH 390K NEGO ZICTS 
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“BIRMINGHAM: 
‘wun ше зї. com. 
Houses Los for Sle 

CANTA, ANTPOLO, GEN TRUS, 
эн MATEO, MONTALBAN 

As tow эз Р3ДФ88Тто Bark, 
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Бооз Месте. 

(655-0134: 0920-2202715 
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1,220 sam. 
Secluded » Safe * 30 mins. from О.С. 
CALL / TEXT 0917-892-81-14 
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FOR LEASE 
OFFICE SPACES. 


CHEMICAL TANKS 
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ALL RENTAL — 
NEGOTIABLE 
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ARIELI DING/ REXIE 
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EXPEDTION YA 200 вх 
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2003 DELICA 
SPACE GEAR 


AND. АТ, JASPER EDITION 
DEScL Pis (NEC). 
09178430434 RUSH SALE 


чээ BMW узәз! 
Brand New Engin. ме 
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HONDA LI 2002 350K Coll 
5230371 for details 


Pajero pr 3207 08178207788 


RYKEROLL 
RENT-A-VAN 


07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
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0821349710 
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Friendy Granvia Regus Urvan 
Largo Estima AVA PV Oys- 
sey Sud eb GET 
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1% AUTOLOAN 788-0961 


1% Car Lending 6560140 
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s wont tating car 7282700 
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‘YAMAHA GRAND & UPRIGHT 
PIANOS: TERMS -17213124 


ALASKAN ишелде Pups 4ST 
pum bed т РСС paper 
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DALMATAN MF 726490 


WE BUY at HIGH PRICE 
ROLEX 
HS а HERS Watch Center 
GoldCrest Bldg. 
Glorietta-2. makati 
566503 5897041 
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Room 603 
Marita Pavilion Hotel 
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ROTISSERIE Food Warmers 
Süinless  SiakiCounters 
8520485/09173281715 
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ратор Ай! Complex, 
Calvario. Meye.Balacan. 


Paradaque СИ. 


Matas Cay. 
POL- ой. 7, 14, 21, 2007) 
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2007 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


Starland Properties, Inc. has served Notice of Termination to 
Quantum Hotels and Resorts, Inc. (Quantum for brevity) of the Subic 
Holiday Villas Hote! Management Agreement effective October 31, 


2007. 


Hotel bookings/contracts made or entered into by Quantum for 
the Subic Holiday Villas from this day onwards, including terms and 
payments already made to Quantum, should be immediately 


communicated 


with this law office on or before October 31, 2007. 


Quezon City, October 4, 2007. 


Notice is hereby given that the 
‘estat ot ate Spouses Genero- 
io dé Rosario aad Rulis 
Саа del Rosario was strap 
бозу sated aang b hers 
эз per Doc ES Page 165 Book 
X Seros 2007 betore Nou 
Рыс Му Milagros. Ramin- 
"rane о Quezon Cay, 

POI- Oct 14,21 21.2007 


Жеке is hereby given that 
the estat ofthe ше MINDA 
S. REGLOS was exrajutcia- 
Қ setied by the ers as par 
Doc. No. 289 Page No. 58 
‘ook No. 13 Series o 2006 by 
Notary Райс Atty. Алаш 
P. Gada ob Lpa Су 
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FUPERTO L SAN JUAN has bern 

seb moe 
Doc 01 Page 085 Bk 3 Sein of 
298 Весе Notary Райс А, 
pr] 
(PDH Oct 7, 14, 21. 200) 


Notice is hereby given 
thet the estate of the iate 
MA. DOLORES C. IDEA 
was oxtrajudicially settled 
by the heirs ss per Doc. 
No. 2; Page No. 1; Book 
No. 1; Seres of 2007 by 
Notary Pubic Atty. Ange- 
1а C. Ylagan of Макай Cty 
(PD Sept 20 OcL7RA 2007) 


масе зето gen ra: he 
stie of те Ше CLEOFE 
ЕТЕГІН 


Notes is hereby given the ost 
EBC Stock Сеп. 36527 with 400 
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SANTIAGO. И me contest 
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mew cat to be isod. 
(Poon. 1421828, 2007) 


Notce в hereby given ти SP1 
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те amount o P3125000 vas 
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Notice is hereby given the 
lost of Equitable РСВ 
Stock Cerificate Мо. 
22966, 22970, 27642 with 
tota! of 345 shares issued 
to Anna Francisca Т. 
Castaneda. Н no contest 
received new cerilicate 
‘willbe issued. 

Бөбек 0 Ол. 7814, 2007 


CORPUZ AND ASSOCIATES 
Counsel for Starland Properties, Inc. 

Suite 305, Xavierville Square Condominium, 
No. 38 Xavierville Avenue, Loyola Heights, 
Quezon City 

Tel. No. 426-3002-04 loc. 41 


PROPERTIES IN PRIME LOCATIONS 
FOR SALE!!! 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES NOW! 


COMMERCIAL LOTS IN BULACAN 
209 TO 500 SQ.M. COMML LOTS ALONG MCARTHUR HIGHWAY, 45 KMS 
FROM QUEZON CITY 
INSIDE INDUSTRIAL SUBDIVISION 

WAREHOUSE FOR SALE IN BULACAN 
ONE STOREY CONCRETE ABUNDANT WATER SUPPLY, THREE PHASE 
ELECTRICITY BY MERALCO WITH DIRECT DIAL TELEPHONE LINE 707.25 
SQUARE METERS FLOOR AREA 

FARM LOTS W/ FRUIT BEARING TREES IN ORANI, BATAAN 
FARM LOTS, 110KMS FROM MANILA, 25 KMS. FROM SUBIC, 500 TO 1,000 
SQM. WITH FRUIT BEARING TREES 9 FEET TALL, PERIMETER SECURITY 
FENCE, CLUBHOUSE TENNIS & BASKETBALL COURT, SWIMMING POOL 
& JACUZZI. 

PRIME PROPERTY IN CABANATUAN CITY 

READY FOR HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
7.1 HAS. APPROVED SOCIALIZED/LOW-COST HOUSING SUBDIVISION 
2 RAWLANDS AT 1.3 HAS. EACH BESIDE A FULLY DEVELOPED 
SUBDIVISION 

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY IN CABANATUAN CITY 
12 HAS PRIME COMMERCIAL LOT 


ў FOR INQURIES PLEASE CALL: 374-2584/372-3206/ 
371-9702/371-9706/410-6688/410-8367 TO 69/0917-5555262 


STA.ELENA 


Sta. Rosa, Laguna 
Golf & Residential 
Community 


FTW CONSIGN intant Kd Teen 
Adult wear09178830002 


JAPANESE RESTO SU MLA 
оок NEG 0519-4274809 


GO! MAGNEGOSYO NAI 

SAM MIGUEL Pr. & Wore! WUR 

X0 EARN ST MORE Grace 
(642-5064 + 0017-9878309 


Homes from 9M 
8872390/09209118105 
www.staelena.com.ph 
BUYING ROLEX 


SWISS WATCHES BEST PRICE 
040 


Private firms, 
schools support 
D-WOW career 

Expo 2007 


REPRESENTATIVES FROM DIFFERENT 
private companies belonging to Key Employment 
Generators (KEGs) and Higher Educational institu 
tions (HEIs) pledge support to the holding of 
Discover the World of Work (D-WOW) Career Expo. 
2007. Aimed at influencing the career decisions of 
high school students who are about to take tertiary. 
education and eventually enter the world of work, 
the expo, will bring in companies to showcase their 
business profile while selected colleges and/or uni- 
versities will provide information on course 
offerings responsive to future in demand jobs. 

‘According to DOLE-NCR OIC Regional Director 
Raymundo G. Agravante, D-WOW is a comprehen- 
sive career guidance program focusing on the 
potential members of the labor force particularly rd 
and 4th year high school students who have yet to 
make decisions on their future careers. Director 
Agravante said that D-WOW is a pro-active labor 
market strategy that influences in shaping both the. 
potential and present manpower supply to prepare 
‘them in meeting the needs and requirements of the 
industry. 

‘The Career Expo will bring together in one venue 
the companies and HEIs so our future members of 
the labor force (or the high school students) will 
make an informed choice on the kind of career they 
would like to pursue after graduating from college or 
after taking a vocational course. This way job and. 
skill mismatch or structural unemployment will be 
addressed gradually 

Selected companies who will showcase their 
business profile during the expo belong to key em- 
ployment generators include Cyberservice, Aviation, 
Health, Wellness and Medical, Tourism, Hotel and 
Restaurant, Agribusiness and Maritime. This early, 
‘Asian Hospital and Medical Center, Manila Pavillon 
and Aboitiz Transport System Corp., (Superferry) 
have signified their support and participation in the 
D-WOW projec. 

"The expo, is a joint undertaking spearheaded by 
the Federation of Filipino Chinese Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (FFCCCII) and the Depart- 
ment of Labor and Employment - National Capital 
Region (DOLE-NCR). Preparations are well under 
way with йз tentative date slated on the Nov. 23 in 
celebration of FFCCCITs Sth anniversary. 


CAREGIVER «302-6893 
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Engr ECE MEJE-EE.CE 
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FAMILY CHEF 
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Nurs or Ambulance Рабату 
Female, wig io siy in 
таша. response а harder 
ing, Cal 5120882 during otce 
Mos or fx resume @ 156702 


SEC SINGLE FEM 761-7060 
ACCING CLERK 741224 


SMART COMPUTERS WITH 
COMPUTERS, apprenticeship 
program, Baguio, fee board, 
талон menis. allowance, 
э?ёһиртеёутай com 
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Coming to Australia on Visa 457? 


AMWU 


Consider this: 


Many Australian companies are advertising for 
trade workers to come and work in Australia thru 
the Visa 457 scheme. 


There have been many cases of workers from the 
Philippines forced to sign blank contracts, being 
charged exorbitant ‘migration fees’ by employers, 
and being forced to live in overpriced 
accommodation that leaves them with little pay. The 
Australian 457 Visa laws also make it difficult to 
change employers without having to return to your 
home country first. 


Ifyou are offered work in Australia, consider your 
contract carefully. 


Before you sign up: 


The Australian Manufacturing Workers’ Union 
(AMWU) has provided assistance to many Filipino 
workers who have Бееп exploited under 457 visas. 
We defend the rights of our members to receive the 
correct pay and be provided decent working 
conditions. 


So contact us for assistance before you leave 
the Philippines. 


‘Tasmania (TAS) 


Anne Urghart 


The AMWU Helpdesk phone number is 
+61 2 8863 7900 
Email address: amwu @amwu. 


Contact Persons: 
Victoria (VIC) 
New South Wales (NSW): 


Phone: +61 3 6228 7099 
Fax: +61 3 6228 7503 
28 Station St, Moonah 


Steve Dargavel 


Paul Bastian 

Phone: +61 2 9897 2011 
Fax: +61 2 9897 2219 

133 Parramatta Rd, Granville 


Queensland (QLD) 
Andrew Dettmer 
Phone: +61 7 3236 2550 
Fax: +61 7 3236 2089 
366 Upper Roma St, Brisbane 


South Australia (SA) 


Phone: +61 3 9230 5700 
Fax: +61 3 9230 5786 
251 Queensberry St, Carlton South 


Western Australia (WA) 


Jock Ferguson 

Phone: +61 8 9223 0800 
Fax: +61 8 9225 4744 
121 Royal St, East Perth 


Or you can ring 421-1049 in Manila and ask for 


John Camillo 
Phone: +61 8 8366 5800 
Fax: +61 8 8364 2219 


229 Greenhill Rd Dulwich help you! 


"пери oime Р терри 
Department о! Environment and Natural Resources 
‘anya Avenue. Dinan. 
ла Noe. 69216286626 1023 » (832) 329.5252 
3620 - 528.8831035 S2 TON OS 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 


Second Land Administration and Management Project 
Loan No. 7298-PH 
PROCUREMENT OF VARIOUS INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT 
IFB No. LAMP 2 -ICB-G-01-2007 (Repackaged) 
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Perses Scores телегез 


Tra adess оопай о оен: 
Depart Ervvorment nd Nata! Resouces (DENM) 


Fax No заг! 6755, 


ATTXANALZARESUELTA TE 


Алаша Secretary ала Слан. 
nd 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 
This is to inform the public that the following series 
of Official Receipt (OR) and Provisional Receipt (PR) 
of SCANASIA OVERSEAS, INC. are missing: 
OR # 136655 PR # 45407 
136667 45408 
136668 45409 
136672 
136453 
All transactions involving the use of the said receipts 
are therefore considered as INVALID. 


For further inquiries, please call our 
office @ 815-0123 


(POI Octobero, 14.22.2007) 


LUZON 
DEVELOPMENT 


Д perrea tocaton tor 
Form ond Resdential 
Development. 


PROPERTIES FOR SALE ARE Оп “AE 18, WHERE E BASIS. RATES AND PRICES ARE SUB ЕСТ ТО CHANGE WO PRIOR NOTICE 
interested buyers may сэл LOB HE AD OFFICE (849) 534-3700 100k for Alfie or contact Cesar at 0921-40547 6 
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‘ou better watch out, you better not сту, 
Оби better not pout, we're telling you why... 


PUREFOODS 
eA HORMEL 


The Purefoods Hormel Company, Inc. 
is coming to town! 


Help bring Christmas to millions of Filipino homes. 


The Purefoods Hormel Company Inc., makers of value-added processed meats, s in need of 


TRUCKERS 


(who have been good all year) to help spread volumes of Сі 
Cavite plants to the Greater Manila Area and the Luzon Provincial Areas. 


We're making а list, and checking it twice. If you fit the description, then that would be nice! 
Truck Type AUV's/Tracks (1.0-10.0 tons capacity) 
Body Type Refrigerated/Insulated/Closed Vans 
Contract Period October 01, 2007 to December 31, 2007 
То find ош how you can bring Christmas to town and earn from it, contact: 
MR. PERRY C. RUTAQUIO. 
[At the following address and telephone numbers: 
‘THE PUREFOODS-HORMEL COMPANY, INC. 
Barrio San Rogue, Marikina Ci 
Telephone Nos. 645-3251 to 55 * Loc 
Fax Number 645-4535 and 646-9556 + Cell 


from its Marikina and 


Australian 457 visa assistance. 


Protect your rights to work. AMWU is here to 


paid advt. by AMWU 


WANTED IMMEDIATEL 
RECEPTIONISTS 


* Female, preferably graduate of any four (4) 
year course. 

= 21-28 years old 

* Atleast 5'4" in height 

* With pleasing personality 

= With at least 1 year experience and 
computer iterate 


ACCOUNTING CLERKS 


* Accounting graduate 

* Female not more than 30 years old 
* With or without experience 

* Computer literate 


SOLIMAN SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 
Recrutment Ойсе 
Room 404, Ermita Center Bldg. 
1350 Roxas Blvd., Ermita Manila 
та. No: 450-8231 / Look for Jing Sumoba 


FOR HIRING 
Call Lorie 8955289 / 8965317 
With experience: 
2 Civil Engineers 
1Sanitary / Master Plumber 
1Electrical Engineer 
1Secretary – макан resident 


оерт Figo NO тот 


МТС. 
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St. James Academy 
reunion 


MALABON JAMER- 
batch ’86 will hold a re- 
union entitled “Balik 
Tanaw" on December 29, 
2007, 5:00 p.m. at the 
Oasis, Quezon City. For 
inquiries, please call 
4472525 or 
09189379587 look for 
Arnold Naval or Bernice. 


People|Eventse? Products 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Surf for free with Nokia 
Nseries and Airborne Access! 


CATCH UP WITH YOUR FRIENDS, DO 
business, shop till you drop - all from 
your mobile device! Ain't the Internet 
grand? Now imagine being online-vit- 
tually anytime and anywhere. Declare 
your independence from your office, 
your house, or your couch. 

Al Nokia Nseries users who log in to 
any Airborne Access hotspot from 
Sept. 1 to Oct. 31 will instantly get six 
months worth of free WiFi usage. With 
the Nokia Nseries, you have free Inter- 
net access at any of the Nokia Nseries 
‘WiFi Zones across the country. 

So get to your favorite sites, down- 
Joad the latest tracks, send and receive 
e-mail, update your blog, play games, 


Nokia Nseries ‘all-in-one’ Multime- 
Фа Computers come equipped with 
megapixel cameras to capture picture 
perfect moments, and large builtin 
‘memory capacity with expandable 
memory slots to accommodate more 
music and files. The Nseries WiFi en- 


abled devices enables users to gain 
quick access to mobile Internet for 
browsing, sharing, and being connect- 
ed toa plethora of mobile applications 
in the ubiquitous environment. 

The N95 for example has features 
like a5 megapixel camera, wide screen 
display with 16 million colors, GPS re- 
ceiver for navigation, and a music 
player. The N93i sports a 3.2 megapix- 
el camera with Сай Zeiss optics with 
Зх optical zoom optimized for mobile 
video and film-making. 

Airborne Access has more than 590 
hotspots located all over the country. 
Nokia Nseries WiFi enabled Multime- 
dia Computers are №80, N8OIE, №91, 
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GERMALIN ENTERPRISES AWARDED BY PAL DOMESTIC CARGO 


Germalin Enterprises Inc is a recipient for 
four consecutive years of PAL Domestic Car- 
go's Diamond Award. Shown receiving the 
award are Geraldine F. Tanael and Ma. Editha 
C. Feliciano, flanked by PAL executives (from 
left): Mario C. Pangan, manager, domestic 
cargo sales; Enrique P. Javier, vice president, 


sales; Jaime J. Bautista, president and chief. 
operating officer; Henry So Uy, EVP commer- 
cial group and executive assistant to the. 
chair and CEO; Andrew Huang, SVP finance 
and chief financial officer; Emilio Yu, special 
assistant to the chair and CEO; and Edmundo 
de Luna, SAVP, cargo sales. 


do pretty much anything you want! 


SM ADVANTAGE, AUTOHUB GROUP CONTRACT SIGNING 


<> 
ы RT 


Engineer Willy Tee Теп, (second from left president 
of the Autohub Group, and Baldwin Golangco, presi- 
dent of Marketing Convergence Inc, operators of the 
‘SM Advantage and SM Prestige loyalty programs re- 
‘cently signed a contract extending the value-added 
service and product offers of the Autohub Group to 
SM Advantage and SM Prestige cardholders. This 
exciting partnership allows cardholders to earn as 
much as 600 points with every transaction at any of 
the following Authohub branches: Ford Global City, 
‘Manila, Davao and Cagayan de Oro; Nissan Gallery 
Ortigas, Quezon Avenue and Cagayan de Oro; 
Hyundai Global City Hub at The Fort; Kama Trucks 
and Sinski Motorcycles іп Otis, Manila; and Autozone 


in Pasong Tamo, Makati. Also present were Christine 
Chua, (extreme left) Autohub VP for audit and Christy 
‘Schneck, SM Advantage AVP for promotions. 


PLDT TO TRAIN WORKERS FOR NEW ZEALAND PLACEMENT 


Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co (PLDT) 
and Transfield Services, recently signed a mem- 
orandum of agreement (MOA) for assessing 
and training local telecom workers for key posi- 
tions in New Zealand. The MOA between PLOT 
and Transfield involves assessment of people 
fitting their requirements and training them on 
inside plant safety and health operations. New 
Zealand was impressed with Filipinos’ skills as 
‘well as work attitude as its main reason for tap- 
ping local talents-to man key telecom infras- 
tructure in NZ. Photo shows: PLDT and Trans- 
field executives and staffs during a recent sign- 
ing of a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for 
the assessment and training of local TelCo tal- 
ents for New Zealand jobs. Seated (from left): 
Emiliano Tanchico, tst vice president, НАМО 


PLDT; Ross Lockwood, Transfield executive 
GM. telecommunications group; Ricky Vargas, 
SVP, HR group PLDT; and Monica Leon, Trans- 
field officer. Standing (from left): Rainer 

Leonardo, Tony Dela Cruz, Kay Ravanzo, Frank 
Romasanta, Grace Lapitan, Deng Kibanoff, Jun 
Manlapaz, Rolly Padaoan and Andy Real. 


THE PREFERRED CHOICE OF MAKATI SHANGRI-LA AND AVIS 


Always a popular choice amongst the world's most 
distinguished hotels and the most respectable car 
rental companies, Mercedes-Benz remains one ofthe 
‘most trusted car brands forts comfort, reliably 
and the timeless prestige it exudes. For this reason, 
Макай Shangri-La Hotel and Avis were welcomed 
and honored by CATS Motors in a hand-over cere- 
‘mony for the new Mercedes-Benz S-Class and E- 
Class flet at the Makati Shangri-La on Oct. 2. Guests 
atthe Makati Shangri-La are certainly infor a whole 
new hotel experience as they get chauffeured in the 
new Mercedes-Benz S-Class and E-Class limousines. 
Whether in need of round trip transfers from the hotel 
to the airport to take in the sights of the city, guests 
are assured of the luxurious Makati Shangri-La expe- 
rience. For more information on CATS Motors new 
luxury hotel fiet programme, please cali 723-5808 


PUBLICATION OF GERMAN LANGUAGE PRIMER ON THE PHILIPPINE MINERALS INDUSTRY 


ог visit wwvemercedes-benz com. ph. Shown are: 
Jeremy Aniere (Shangr-La's resident manager), 
‘CATS Motors’ president Felix Ang, Cynthia L. Picazo 
(Avis board of director) , CATS Motors’ chair Grego- 
Tio Yu, Greg Dogan (Shangri-La VP/GM), and Avis 
Reynaldo S. Guevara and Rafael V. Lucia Jr. 


N91 8GB, N92, N93, №93, and N95. 
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| MET Premium Whitening Soap 
MET WHITENING 

| Soap is a premium 

product manufac- 

tured in Japan un- 

derthe strictest 

quality standards 

The Japanese 

have long been. 

known for their 

demands for skin 

perfection and ra- 

diance and they 

know Asian skin best. What better way 
to achieve lighter, smoother, fairer skin 
than with a premium whitening soap 
made by the skin whitening experts. 


The Classic Savory Chicken 
now at SM Supercenter Pasig 


‘THE CLASSIC SAVORY CHICKEN RECENTLY 
opened its second branch at the SM Super- 
center in Pasig, right beside the main en- 
trance. Italso has a branch at the SM Mall of 
Asia and will soon be opening in key loca- 
tions in Metro Manila. introduced in 1950 by 
the Ting brothers, the Savory Chicken is. 
known for its tasty, juicy and tender chicken. 
Aside from the Savory Chicken, the menu al- 
so includes other popular Chinese dishes. 


OKTOBERFEST 2007 KICKS OFF 
‘The country’s biggest. ? 

beer event started with a 

bang last Sept. 28, atthe 

Metrowalk, Ortigas, 

Pasig City. San Miguel. 

Beer Oktoberfest, the 

Philippines’ targest and 
longest-running beer 

festival once again takes 

‘center stage the whole 

month of October. Aside 

from Metrowalk, simultaneous opening 
ceremonies were held at Mepza football 
field in Cebu and the Victoria Plaza Mall 
at Davao City. Top rated musical artists 
performed such as Francis М, Rock- 
teddy, Urbandub, Hilera, The Dawn, 
Rivermaya, Sugarfree, Spongecola, 
and Itchyworms. Aside from the great. 
entertainment, various actives and 
promos were held atthe venue, includ- 
ing drinking contests and skills chal- 
lenges. Hubs catering to a particular 


SCHEELING'S NEW HOME 
Scheeling Pharma Care Link Inc. 
held its office blessing and ribbon 
cutting ceremonies recently." 
Stockholders, suppliers and Busi- 
ness Partners witnessed Scheel- 
ing's memorable occasion, 
Shown in photo is the ribbon cut- 
ting ceremony headed by Mario P. 
Chan, President of Scheeling 
(left) and Donnies Alas (right) 


JUDY ANN SANTOS GOES FAMILIA 
Famila Houseware 

Products, the leading 
brand in innovative 
houseware solutions, 
recently signed up 
Tudy Ann Santos ast 
Aug. 12as their official — Bur 
endorser. Familia car- Ы 
Tesacompleeramge — Eos 

of houseware products 

е food keepers, wa- С 

ter bottles, storage containers, din- 
тегинге etc. which are safe to use 
and environmentally friendly. Famil- 
ia products are available at all lead- 
ing supermarkets and department 


genre were 5 
people can freely mix and mingle. A VIP 
lounge was also made avaliable for 
drinkers who eamed enough tokens 
from purchasing San Miguel Beer. 
Catch Oktoberfest weekend parties at 
очо iy (Oct. 20) Tomas Morato Av- 
enue (Oct 19), Otis Mall Butuan City 
(Oct. 20). Closing ceremonies on Oct. 
26 wil be held simultaneously at 
Mepza field in Cebu, Victoria Plaza Mall 
in Davao, and Metrowalk, Pasig. 


erm fata stolen 71 


stores nationwide. Photo shows 
(from left): Carole Santos, Sawas- 
dee marketing president Raphael 
Chua, Judy Ann Santos and Sawas- 
dee VP-marketing Annie Chua 


Philippine mining experts, Philip Romualdez, presi- 

dent of Chamber of Mines of the Philippines; Horacio 

Ramos, Director, Mines and Geosciences Bureau, 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources: 

and lawyer Leo Dominguez, partner, Quisumbing 

Torres were guest speakers at the launching of the 

German language version of the Primer on the 

Philippines Minerals Industry last June 28 at the. 

КАА рех Bank (Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau) in 

Frankfurt upon invitation of Philippine Ambassador 

to Germany Delia Domingo-Albert in her capacity as 
Vice-chairon the Minerals Development Council in cooperation 
with the KfW-lpex Bank, a member of the KAW bank group and а 
major German player in the international project and export finance. 
Following the successful event, Ambassador Albert expressed the 
hope that this undertaking could be replicated in other German- 
speaking capitals which could utilize the primer on mining now 


Lakbay Kalusugan ‘07 

THE UP ASIAN INSTITUTE OF TOURISM, IN COOPERATION 
with Southern Luzon Hospital and Medical Center (SLHMC), 
invites you to participate in Lakbay Kalusugan 2007, with the 
theme “Harnessing Medical Tourism Potential of the Country- 
side,” to be held at the SLHMC Auditorium in Greenfield, Sta. 
Rosa, Laguna on Oct. 20 at 9 a.m. There will also be a three- 
day exhibit starting from Oct. 19 to 21. Prominent speakers 
and experts in the tourism and medical industry will give their 
lectures regarding medical tourism. Such speakers and ex- 
perts will be from the Department of Tourism, Department of 
Health, the Hot Springs Association of Laguna, Spa Associa- 
tion of the Philippines, Gourmet's Café, the Zenis, and 
SLHMC. Companies like spas, HMOs, health tour operators, 
and healthy food brands will participate as exhibitors. Regis- 
tration is now open! Registration fee includes lunch and 
AM/PM snack and a seminar kit. For more inquiries, contact 
Mia Mae Sy (Secretariat) at 0927-2296914 or Dhey Nanola 
(SLHMC) at 0917-5017054, call at (02)696-4705 or (02)922- 
3894 or visitthe website at lakbay2007.Gwebpages.com. 


PISM one-day confab in Cebu 
THE PHILIPPINE INSTITUTE FOR SUPPLY MANAGEMENT 


(PISM) will hold a one-day convention on Best Practices in 
Supply Management and New Customs Procedure: Lodgment 


available in the German language. This is the first ti 

чап. and updated information on the industry is availabe in the 
German language. The Primer is published by Quisumbing Torres, 
a member firm of Baker & McKenzie International. Shown (from 
left: Ambassador Albert, Holger Аре, Heinrich Heims, Horacio 
Ramos, Leo б. Dominguez and Philip Romualdez. 


of Entries Through internet (CMO 

19-2007) on Oct. 24 at the Marriott 

Hotel, Cardinal Rosales Ave., Cebu 

City. The one-day convention provides. 

understanding on supply chain and its im- 

pact to business, effective procurement and 

how it can deliver savings to your company and 

the new customs procedures: lodgment of entries through In- 
termet. Conference fees are P2,000 (member and early bird) 
and P2,500 (non-member). For registration and inquiries, con- 
tact Ann Punzzian-Saboya at 634-5955; 634-5942; 634-6632 
or e-mail at anneGpism org, secretarat@pism.org 


Acer donates PCs to Earthbag 

ACER PHILIPPINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH ABAKADA FOUN- 
dation, recently donated desktop computers to the Day-Asan Na- 
tional High Schoo! in Surigao City. The Day-Asan National High 
‘School is an implemented site of the Earthbag project. By utiliz- 
ing Earthbag technology, classrooms are being built using mate- 
rials that are readily available. The structures can be finished and 
used within 16 weeks or less with community members provid- 
ing manpower. This translates to cheaper construction costas 
compared to the conventional classroom. The project is the 
brainchild of multi-awarded social entrepreneur Шас Diaz. Acer 
believes in empowering the education sector through Computer 
Literacy and Information Communication Technology (ICT). 


Expo to unveil new technologies 
in hair, makeup, beauty, wellness 


MARKING OCTOBER AS HEALTH AND 
Wellness Tourism Month, a twin international 
expo in Manila will unveil new technologies 
in hair styling, makeup, and beauty and well- 
ness. 

The Beauty & Fitness World and Spa and 
Wellness Philippines 2007 will showcase all 
such "trade secrets" at the World Trade Center 
оп Roxas Blvd from Oct. 25 to 27, according 
to event organizer World Expos and Concepts 
Inc (Worldexco). 

"Hair expert Mitsunobu Kanauchi of Mu 
Carina of Japan willdo a live demo on hair re- 
bonding using its new technology that re- 
duces the process from six to only two hours. 
This is a must-see for hairstylists and salon 
‘owners who want to maximize time and prof- 
its," said Worldexco marketing services man- 
ager Bogee Z. Romero. 

“Moreover, the latest in makeup techniques 
will also emerge atthe Making Faces Make-up 
‘Competition sponsored by Michiko Cosmet- 
ics. Michiko will also hold demo lectures on 
make-up and skin care,” Romero pointed out. 

The competition will be staged by the Hair- 
dressers and Cosmetologists Association of 
the Philippines (Насар), which will also con- 
ducta seminar on hair coloring. 

Deadline for applications to the makeup 
competition is Oct. 19, according to Насар 
(tel. nos. 731-4372, 742-8188). 

Romero said another firm, Lifewave, would 
до a presentation on organic patches for ар- 
petite control. 

“Lifewave's other patches are for pain, 
sleep problems, energy, and skin health. The 
speakers who will make the presentation will 
come from the US. Roy Sujomo and Dr. Peng 
Chan, who head Lifewave's Global Develop- 
ment and Globan Expansion divisions, will 


talk about how the patches use nano-technol- 
gy" Romero added, citing such technologies 
as only a few of many others that would be 
unveiled during the expo's 3-day run. 

The expo includes presentations on how to 
set up a spa business. Among the speakers are 
Dr. Mike and Cathy Turvill of Spa Profession- 
als, MC Spa Essentials, and Nurture Spa. 

Оп the other hand, the Tai Chi Union will 
hold a free 2-hour lecture demo on Tai Chi, its 
benefits, advantage in the work place, and as 
a stress reliever. Tai Chi master Chris Vogel 
will discuss and demonstrate Silk Reeling 
practice, Standing Meditation, and Tai Chi 
Push Hands. The public can register for free at 
Tai Chi Union Philippines. 

‘There will also be hourly demos, product 
presentations, makeovers and other activities 
= from makeup to пай art, massage, health 
and food supplements, teeth whitening sys- 
tems, spa treatments, and skin care technolo- 
gies, among many others. 

More information can be obtained from 
Worldexco (Worldexco tel: 632-8558341 to 
44, fex 632-8558346, or email in- 
foQworldexco.com) 

The Beauty & Fitness World is now on its 
4th year, and the Spa & Wellness Philippines 
on its 2nd. 

“Around 70 percent of our visitors last year 
were business owners and trade professionals 
searching for new products, services, and 
business opportunities, making our show the 
gateway to the Philippine beauty and well- 
ness market,” Romero stressed. 

The expo is endorsed by the Department of 
Tourism and supported by the Spa Associa- 
tion ofthe Philippines, Hacap, and the George 
Caroll Studió Style Salon Products, USA as 
parmers. 
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AMANDA ABAD SANTOS vda. de MADRIGAL 


Алас yang bayani ning balen 
Babaing marangal alang сира 
Dangal ne ning balen capampangan 


Her loving husband, Don Antonio Madrigal+; bereaved children Ma. Susana 
and Jose Armando, Ma. Ana Consuelo and Eric, Ma. Rosa and Richard; grand- 
children Alexandra, Michaela and Serena; brothers and sisters Jose Jr.+ and Tere- 
sita, Lucita+ and Angel+, Osmundo+, Victoria+ and Jose+ and relatives, request 
friends and readers to join in prayer for her soul’s eternal peace. 


The vigil will be held at LIWANAG 145 10TH Street, corner Doña Hemady Street, 
New Manila, Quezon City. 


Interment will be at the Madrigal mausoleum, following the Requiem Mass at 
10:30а.т. on Wednesday, 17 October 2007 at the mausoleum chapel, Madrigal Arts -` 
| Center, Ayala Alabang. 


244 
2 


“Goodness and kindness follow me REV. HAE so loved 
all the days of my life. I shall dwell in the house FR. JOHN MIC L” the world, 


of the Lord for as long as I live.” | MAGUIRE, C.Ss.R. ІШЕСІЗ 


gave His 
Died in tbe Grace of Our Lord only 


| 
GLORIA FRUEL CONSULTA || “лт” Jm 
Lies in state at the National Shrine that 
March 30, 1931 - October 12, 2007 of Our Mother of Perpetual Help, whoever 
Baclaran, Рагайадие City. believes 
Died peacefully in the grace of our Lord "The Puneral Mass in Him 
at the age of 76. will be on October 16, 2007, shall not 
| Tuesday at 9:00 AM. perish 
Her husband, EZEQUIEL (+), children САВВҮ | |. айак 
& TENH, NARDY & LEA, LULU & HARRY, 3 life." 
CHARITO, RICKY & SHARI, ALBERT & MAITA, vios 
CELIA & SANDS, sisters LADITA, MILAGROS, ye 
JOSEFINA, TERESING, brothers HONESTO (7) & йе Aeon 
and CELSO (t), and grandchildren, request your $ ATTY. REYNALDO 2 |^" 257 
prayers for the eternal repose of her soul. ; атара 587. INQUIRER 


‘ont October 12, 2007 | 
йерей? _ Obituaries 
Her remains lie in state at the Sta. Maria della | His bereaved wife Julita; children | ———— 

DEC ie сала OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 


Strada Parish Church, Loyola Heights, Quezon City. агаи тану аа ка а 


|e Еге © Copy of Death Certificate 
Rose, Baby and Nene and other Ө Any identification document (1.0.) 
| relatives mourn his passing and 

wish him eternal peace. 


| 
Interment will be on October 16, Tuesday at the | =a 
Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City, afterthe8am fj | на возера зааг ур CREDIT CARDS 
| 


жена Sucat, Parafiaque erc tento eni рдун 
Mass at Sta. Maria della Strada. 


Interment will be on Saturday, 
October 20, 2007 after the 2:00 p.m. DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT 
саа } MESSAGE OF THANKS 


# ^And..Lwildwelinte E DEATH ANNIVERSARY 
5 House of the Lord ... forever." REQUIEMS 


FREE OBIT DESIGN 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


‘SMALL BUSINESS GUARANTEE AND CORPORATION 
17 Floor 139 Corporate Canter, 139 Valero Svest, Salcedo Vilage, Макан Clly 
INVITATION TO BID 
The following properties are offers tor sale thru Public Bidding on October 30, 2007 
Tot Size | TGT Wo. Description/iocation 
(sqm) 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2007 


LAMP 2 is funded with grant aid for Technical Assistance from the Australian 
Government and World Bank loan to the Philippines Government. The Technical 
Assistance Team needs 


ISF Communications and Training Officer 


ГЕ 
Code 
Fes! Properties 
ММА, 
SARC -T 
SARC -2 


Minimum bid 
price 


Must have been engaged in communications and training work over the 
last 5 years; 


1597 
2259 
Бою 


E 


22562 
75745 
ARP # 1999- 
.088003-00687. 
TAS 


75815000. 
52744020 
2500000 


Agicuiuraiiamd located sí Bo. Arupul, Bambam Tarar 
Agricultural land localed at Bo. Namnama, Alonso Usta, одао 
Agricultural land located at Во. Bangiguo, Klangan, Пого 


Hes extensive experience in developing and production of various 
information and communication materials, e.g. print, video and audio; 


AS CAD Tdustiai Furniture Shop oceled al ата St, Poblacion Nora, 
Maceta, Quirino 

Agius and ated ST NB НВ, Zora Майка 

Residential iol focaled в Bo. Sepang, Manaoag, Pangasinan 

Residential house located along Bo. Bawi, Padra б 

Batangas Ciy 


38128020 | 


DECO 150 


TE 
T5180 


TUUS Must have good communication skills, knowledgeable in Word Processing 
and Power Point presentations; hands-on knowledge in the production of 


audio-video materials is an asset 


255525050 


30827 
138580 


КЕК 
SAND 


22325050 
324672010 


Graduate of any social science or communications-related course from a 


Personal Properties reputable education institution; 


Туре of Equipment 
ТУҢ) unit Mull-Tech Piping Machine 


E 
ЕЕ 
88 


Моде No. MT-S803 Баға No, 545685: Complete with Сал 
Motor, working table end other standard accessories. 
Model No. CT-651 rend Seral No. 2051429. Completa wih 
Gluten Motor, working tati and other standard accessories 
“Automat” Made in Korea 

Model No. KL-SSON and Serial No. 5987257 


Must be comfortable in dealing with LGUs, NGOs, sector organizations 
and national govemment agencies; 


Босана 
Machina 

Must have very good writing and editing skills; background in research is 

ап asset; 


Five Ej unis "Kings: High Speed Machina 


В 
8 


Singe needle complate with cluich motor, 
working lable and other standard accessories 
Automatic.” Made in Kore 


Model No. К. 550 and Serial No. 0987407 
Model No. KL-SSON and Sariai No. 0987411 
Modo! No. KL-SSON and Serial No. 0987584 
Modal No. KL-550N and бөлгі No. 0987271 


Four Unis Kingler Computerized High 
‘Speed Machines Single need complete with 


Model No. KL-SOOWA and Serial No 2015041 
Model No. KL-B00M/A and Serial No 2027578 


Must be а team player but also a self-starter and willing to work.in the 


field. 


Land Equity Intemational contracts and manages the grant funding for Technical 
Assistance. Please log on to www.landequily.com.au, for detailed information 


clutch motor, working lable and other standard 
accessoras “Automatic” Made In Korea. 


88888888 
88888888 


‘about the company and to www phiHamp.org for the project Information. 


Applicants may email their CV with cover letter and at least 2 references to 
palamp 1@mindaate.net. |ЗетіМӘуаһоо,сот, or fax to 9281176. The full Terms of 
Reference are avaliable upon request. Deadline for Submission: 5:00 pm. 


Friday, 19 October 2007. | 


Al sewing machines ara located at SBGFC warehouse іп Cuba 
Quezon Cy 


oni ST Ta 
Te High Боо Shot 
14-3 os Whe boad Ga тағар 
Tc ита сове Consular To 
ича sige Conpuer 
15: Or (Гы Cereal Chars WIK ETTE 
‘Bre rs winot anns 
Drs une screw ype 
теа омы cue болысына 
ТТ? unts шеттете 
TE бте Unt verness Ре 
or vat Maan 


'SGFC warehouse їп Cubao, Ouezon Gly 


ot (8) 
EE 
8888 


E^ 
E-3 
E 
= 
E 


88 
88) 


Warehouse Y Taguig Сау 
'SEGFC warehouse in Dasmariñas, Cavite 
17" Poor SB Corp. offica n Макай Сау 
Pisis Na. TBD-618, Typs HSPUR WI analoc. Моют No. 4D 
604525, Chassis No-LOSOPYZ-03905 located in Саша 
Isabola. 


GENERAL GUIDELINES 
Descipion o he above properties. bidding rules ала regulations and Ре rescebed bid Kore are meuble a 
Corporate Center, 199 Valero St, Salcedo Vilage, Makali Giy. Contact Atiy. Jessie Faotuta. Santiago С. Тайас and Wille Sio at tat no. 
(02]819-5721/02) 751 1888. 
Sealed bid forms together withthe 10% bid bond wil be received by SBGFC-ADC Secretariat rom 8:00 a.m. o 200 p.m. on October 30. 
2007. Other bids beyond the said time shall no longer be accepted. 
Each bids proposal shall be accompanied by a Manager's Check issued in Metro Manila рауш о the Small Business Guarantee and 
Finance Corporation (SBGFC) in the amour equlvalen! lo 10% ol tne bid. Please accomplish one (1) bid form lor every property 
їп case of CLOSELY CLUSTERED ТОР BIDS (defined as other bid submitied within the range ofthe highest bd) the opening ofthe 
Sealed bids wil be immediately Tolowed by an OPEN BIDDING In which ali bidders whose bids wiin 85% ol the highest bid тау 
paricipate. The minimum increase in the open Bidding shouid not be lower than P5,000.00. 
Properles will Бе sod on "AS 15 WHERE IS BASIS" and the winning bidder shall take possession of Ine property without seeking 
assistance гот SBGFC. Bidders are enjoyed to personally Inspoctinvestigataiventy actual пе and status of documents сі ownership 
With the appropriate Register of Deads belore оттау submiting ther Бс to ascerain thelr actual condition. 
АП sales shall be subject to confirmation by the SBGFC Credit Committee. 
IH for any reason the bidding dale is declared as non-working holiday, the public bidding shall be held on the next working day ai same 
lime and place abovementioned. 
‘S8GFC RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS, TO WAIVE ANY FORMALITY THEREIN. ACCEPT SUCH BID AS MAY 
BE CONSIDERED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE COMPANY OR CALL OFF A BIDDING PRIOR TO ITS ACCEPTANCE OF THE BIDS 
AND CALL FOR А NEW BID UNDER AMENDED RULES. THE DECISION OF SBGFC IS FINAL AND BINDING. 
(SGD) FE DOLORES GATUS 
Chasman-ADC 


gl 
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E 
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A special pullout section for 
the Eternal Care Industry 


An 8-pege, full color, tabloid-sized supplement published for 
Ай Saints’ Day, The perfect medium for funeral parlor, 
columbariums, Insurance companies, memorial parks and 
‘other eternal care-related products and services. 

1t will be published on October 28, 2007 and wl be 
distributed with the Inquirer. Free copies will also be given 
to select memorial parks, funeral parlor, columbariums, on 


ЕГЕТЕ November 1, 2007. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


to our valued advertisers 
PDI Kalaw branch 


has been transferred to: 


G/F Traveller’s Life Bldg., 
490 T.M. Kalaw St., 
Ermita, Manila 
(in front of National Library) 


ACCEPTABLE AD MATERIAL, 
ТЕ Format / 300 Phels Per inch resolution) / CMYK Mode 
DEADLINE: October 19,2007 


IN THIS SEASON OF MEMORIES, BE REMEMBERED. 
Bock your ads now! Сай Aleen Garcia or Dhel Mendoza 
719129008 to 1 421-1420 / 421-0343 


Dogs and owners dress alike 
for Halloween Trick or Treat 


DOGS AND OWNERS Halloween event to 
will compete for cash have updated rabies in- 
and prizes in aunique jection as a safety 
Halloween celebration measure to the public. 
at rhe Quezon Memo- The Circle also en- 
rial Cirele entitled forces a policy for all 
“Dog-and-Owner 
Lukalike Halloween 
Costume Contest" on 
0:27. This will be fol- 
lowed by a "Trick or 
Treat” where the 
Lukalike entries and 
children dressed in Hal- 
loween costume up to 
age 12 may knock at 
any of the park conces- 
sionaires to ask for 
treats. 

The dog and owner 
costume contest will 
start at 4:00 pm at the 
ASOco (Asong Sanay 
sa Obstacle Course) 
Agility Dog School 
where the contest par- 
ticipants will be judged 
according to creativity, 
innovativeness, and 
crowd appeal. АЙ dog 
owners with their dogs 
are qualified to join 
here where prizes at 
stake are cash and pet 
products. 

After the costume 
contest, the “Trick or 
Treat" at the Circle fol- 
lows where children up 
to age 12 and dressed 
in Halloween costumes 
may visit any of the 
concessionaires 
throughout the park to 
ask for Halloween 
treats. A prize awaits 
the most attractive 
costume get-up. 

The publicisinvited. 
‘The Quezon Memorial 
Circle requires all dogs 
participating in the 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 


Notice is hereby given that Liberty 
Aviation Corporation has been 


dog walkers to carry 
plastic bags with them 
to clean up after their 
pets and to keep their 
dogs leashed at all 
times when in a public 


place. 

For inquiries you ` 
may call Betty or Sally 
at 496-5090 at the 
ASOco Agility Dog 
School. 


Case No. CV 0707098 
Dept. No. tt 
IN THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE 
‘STATE OF NEVADA IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF WHITE PINE 
INTHE MATTEROF THE 
PARENTAL RIGHTS AS TO. 


Сіл55інер Aps 


LNG = 


LUNETA PARK МЕУГӘРЕІСЕ 


CHARLOTTE MACARANAS 
Minor chid. 


m 


£| | NATIONAL LIBRARY TO: TEOTIMO DIZON, father of the above-named min 


persons claiming to be the father of this minor, 

You are hereby notified that there has been fled in the above-entiled 
court a petition praying for the termination of parental rights over the 
above-named minor person, and that the petition has been set for hearing 
before this Court, at the courtroom thereof, in the County of White Pine, 
State of Nevada, on the 26th day of November, 2007, at 11:00 a.m., at 
which time and place you are required to be present If you desire 10 
‘oppose the petition. 

DATED this 13 day of September, 2007. 

DONNAM. BATH 
(CLERK OF COURT 


or Bb APP 


Deputy Clerk 
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D NATIONS AVENUE 


ROXAS BOULEVARD 
DEL PILAR 5) 


TAFT AVENUE 


(poi etter мап. эи) 


To serve your advertising needs, please call 


523-5570 (Trunk Line) 
loc. 115 or 116 
525-7023 (Classified) 


Republ o! he Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
PHILIPPINE FOREST CORPORATION 
(Old NAMRIA Bidg., Lawton Avenue, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
1. The PHILIPPINE FOREST CORPORATION (Phi Forest). a government-owned and 
сошодей corporation wi olice address al Old NAMRIA Buiding. Lawton Avenue, 
Fort Bondaci тез all inerested bers to develop puble idle ands 1o Jatropha 
curcas planen under às "Lupang Hinirang Program,” to submit teir Lele ol 

"rent, regsir огей and 1o Ба for the lease ol publ lands, as folow: 


Dotai ol Атайы hectares of lands lr Jalropha plantation development 
REGION | Province | Слу | Barangay | Areas (Tota No. 

of Hectares) 
500 hectares 


йш Гарос | San Jose 


WA 
CALABARION 
The Approved Fior Price fr tha Contract is P500.00 per hectare per year, 
The Instoctons о Lease Applicants and related documents shal be avaliable a ho 
РЫ Forest Auction and Awards Commitee (ААС) Secretariat staring October 22, 
2007, Monday шій October 28, 2007. Fay upon payment of a nor-relundat 
8 P500.00 cr is equivalent in US Dollars tor tamiy. А Family Package is between 
1 to 10 hectare development sizes and eligble applicants are mdiduals and 
farmers. бөзі may bo quired кот ће Pi Forest AAC бастдала ih telephone 
Nos. 689-3573 and 859-4087. 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 


Notice is hereby given that ENTREX, 
INC. has been dissolved. If you have any 


valid claims against said company, 
please contact (Rizza B. Blanco) at 
Tel. No. (5269443). 


(PDI-Octcbor 4-24, 2007) 


dissolved. If you have any valid claims 
against said company, please contact 
(Rizza B. Blanco) at Tel. No. (5269443). 


(Ро! - October 4-28, 2007) 


The РМ Forest Aucton and Awards Commitee reserves the right to reject any or 
proposals or каме any reque пп therein or 1o accept suh ollers аз may be. 
Considered most advaniageous ю һе Corporation. 
(Sad) RODOLFO NOEL. LOZADA, JR. 
President/CEO 
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Editorial Director Cheche V. Moral 


Guest Editor Anton San Diego 


an d wh at to Anton San Diego is the editor of 
Philippine Tatler. He was a columnist of 
^ : Inquirer Liresrrue from 1998 until recent- 
ly. In this ever-changing world, his hope is 
to always be optimistic and to never feel 
f jaded, to get to travel more, to always see 
О r the bigger picture and to take the higher 


road, to sing like Josh Groban and to have 
By Anton San Diego atleast a month-long vacation, and for his 


dad to win his fight with the Big C. 
T'S BEEN AWHILE SINCE 1 
I have written under the 
TNT column. I must admit 
Imiss writing a weekly column 
and it’s good to be back in this 
issue! 
The TNT column started in 2002 
and tooka hiatus. For this installment, 
we give you a hodgepodge of the lat- 


est, newest trends from design, gad- 
gets, movies, music, TV and others. 
Openings. The opening of Green- 


belt 5 is probably the most-awaited 
event for the latter part of the year. 


There are two phases of development. 
aru em of luxur 
brands and a Filipino zone (the best of к 
Filipino fashion, lifestyle and design). 
Phase 2 will have an international de- 


partment store, a young and family 

one, specialty shops for fathers, and IV e S О n 

a spa and fitness gym that will take all m 
ofthe fourth floor 

Of course, there will be restaurants 
and lots to choose from. Even now the 
buzz is, Eman Pineda of Tyler bou- 
tique is opening a one-of-a-kind store 
that's world-class and even has former 
Wallpaper founder/editor Tyler Brule 
asa consultant. 

Restaurants. The current hottest 
restaurants in town are Sala and 
Mamou. Sala, which moved from 
Malate (I hope Mayor Lim can revive 
this last bastion of Bohemian Filipino 
life) is chef-proprietor Colin McKay's 
masterpiece and crowning glory. The 
restaurant has been consistently 
good, has impeccable service and its 
new ‘interiors take you from рге- 
dictability to simple yet world-class 
feel. Over at Serendra, Malou Fores’ 
first foray into the restaurant business 
is an instant blockbuster. Her home 
cooking has introduced Filipinos to a 
new world of tastes and flavors. These 
two restaurants are more than worth 
checking out. 

ТУ. Autumn season has started in 
the US and most of your favorite se- 
ries have just aired their first episodes. 
Ifyou are looking to add to your list of 
shows or if some wise network execu- 
tives read this, here's what's worth 
watching and airing. 

“Big Shots” (Dylan McDermott and 
Michael Vartan) is “Sex and the City" 
with balls (literally). The series is 
summed up with one of the characters. 
saying it, “Men have become the new 
women.” 

“Cashmere Mafia” (Lucy Liu). We 
all miss “Sex and the City,” and good 
news for its fans as it will soon come 
out with a movie version. But for 
those who can't wait to get their fix, 
there's the new series created by Da: 
теп Star. The difference with this se- 
ries, according to its press release, is 
that all the women are powerful exec- 
utives not hung up on sex and rela- 
tionships but achieving their ami 
tions; they have lunch instead of 
brunch. It has four women living in 
Manhattan and addicted to Blahniks. 
Hey... waita minute! 

“Dirty, Sexy Money” (Donald 

WHATSIA 


Gut 


SINCE 1952 


MOST-AWAITED movi 
‘The Golden Age” 


Isabel Prey 


die 


Queen of GLAMOUR 


By Bambina Wise 
Contributor 


EST-DRESSED, MOST 

glamorous. Most ele- 

gant. Most beautiful. Su- 
perlatives, it seems, are the 
norm when describing Isabel 
Preysler. 

“La Reina del Glamour," as ће Span- 
ish press has dubbed her, continues to 
fascinate celebrity watchers in Europe, 
and everywhere. 

Her face is ageless. She has the so- 
phistication that women d'un certain 
age possess—women who are confi- 
dent of their beauty, sure of their style 
and comfortable in their allure. Her 
body isin enviable shape, especially af- 
ter having five children—Chabeli, 
Julio Jr. and Enrique, from her first 
husband, Julio Iglesias; Tamara, her 
daughter from her marriage to Carlos 
Falco, the Marques de Grifion; and 
‘Ana, her daughter with current hus- 
band, Miguel Boyer. 

Britney Spears, а good 30 years 
younger than La Preysler, should be 
tearing her hair extensions out in envy! 

Born in Manila in 1951 to Betty Ar- 
rastia and Carlos Preysler, Isabel was 
the third in a family of six children. 
Like many prominent mestizo families, 
she grew up in comfortable affluence, 
attending the Assumption Convent. At 
18, she was sent to Madrid with an 
aunt and uncle, Tessie and Miguel 
Perez-Rubio, to study at Mary Ward 
University. 

Julio Iglesias was not the heartthrob 
crooner he is today when he and Isabel 
met in 1970 at a party hosted by the de 

rry family in Madrid. The one-time 
promising soccer star had spent years 

recuperating from a horrific car acci- 
dent that left him partially paralyzed 
ind unable to walk. While convalesc- 
ing, a friend had given him a guitar, 
and the budding singer began setting 
“his own poems to music. 
2 Ву the time the couple married in 
#1971, Julio had recorded a few songs, 
{won a national singing contest and ap- 
peared in а movie. Isabel was a model. 
2 Theirs was a marriage that united 
Sestounding good looks, upper-middle. 
Sclass pedigrees, and exotic glam- 
Zour—the press often called her "La Per- 
За de Manila.” Overnight, they became 
Smedia celebrities, the '70s equivalent 
Zof Brangelina, feted throughout Spain 
бапа Latin America, where Julio's 
records became instant hits. 
Д The golden couples happiness, 
Showever, did not last. In 1978, they 
Separated after seven years of mar- 
iage, and three children. Julio's career 


took him away from home a lot, and 
his hecticschedule, plus rumors of infi- 
delities while on the road, took their 
toll on the marriage. 

Her next marriage, to Carlos Falco, 
was also short-lived, but catapulted 
her to a different league in European 
society. At the very least, it made her a 
marquesa, and the chatelaine of an ac- 
claimed wine estate in the Rioja region. 
of Spain. The Marques de Grifion's 
family is firmly anchored in Spanish 
aristocracy, and traces its roots all the 
way back to William the Conqueror. 

Their daughter, Tamara, was born in 
1981, but the marriage ended not long 
after. Isabel met then Spanish Minister 
of Finance Miguel Boyer. At first, ru- 
mors of the relationship were hush- 
hush, but by 1985, she and Carlos Fal- 
co separated, Boyer separated from his 
wife, and he and Isabel moved in to- 
gether. In 1989, her 
third daughter, Ana, 
was born. 

Isabel's first two 
weddings меге 
grand affairs, the 
first in a church in 
Ulescas, followed by 
а honeymoon in the 
Gran Canarias, and 
the second in a Finca 
in Toledo owned by 
Carlos Falco. By con- 
trast, her third wed- 
ding was a small, in- 
timate ceremony at- 
tended by family 
and close friends. 

Third time lucky, 
perhaps, as 20 years 
later, she and Miguel 
Boyer are still to- 
gether, still in love 
and still happy. 

‘According to iHo- 
la! magazine, Isabel Preysler, no se cori- 
sidera guapa ni inteligente. Tampoco 
tonta, ambiciosa o calculadora. Se de- 
fine a sí misma como un ama de casa, 
devota de sus hijos, a la que la pasión y 
elazar ha colocado en el centro del hura- 
cán. Timida y prudente, ha sabido so- 
brellevar con paciencia y educación la 
constante persecución de los medios. 

In other words, Isabel Preysler, the 
celebrated beaury, considers herself 
neither beautiful nor intelligent. Nor is 
she stupid, ambitious or calculating. 

She defines herself first and fore- 
most as a homemaker, devoted to her 
children, even as passion and chance 
have frequently put her at the center of 
the storm. Shy and prudent, she has 
learned to overcome with patience and 
grace the constant barrage of the me- 
dia 


The first wife 

of Julio Iglesias 

and the mother 
of Enrique Iglesias, 
‘La Perla de Manila’ 

is the toast 

of European society 
for her beauty and 

unerring sense 


of style 


Isabel Preysler on style: 

My style, I believe, is not sophisticat 
ed as I try to be as natural as possible. 
It's menos es mas. Less is more. When 1 
have to choose jewelry, I usually do not 
choose jewelry that's very elaborate. 
On being Filipino 
and feeling Spanish: 

jonality, I have Spanish national- 
ity because when I got married, I can 
only have one. I can get my Filipino na- 
tionality now because now you're al- 
lowed to. When I got married in the 
705, I could only have one. I don't ever 
feel like I have to choose, I feel 100- 
percent Filipino and then I can feel 
100-percent Spanish. I feel very lucky 
to have grown up in the Philippines. 
We ай speak in Spanish. My father was 
Spanish, my grandmother was Span- 
ish. I always had that mixed combina- 


tion. Of course when $ 


I was in the Philip- 
pines, 1 felt much, 
much more Filipino, 
definitely 1 didnt 
feel Spanish at all. I 
only realized that 
Tm Español when 1 
gotin Spain. 


Onthemen 
she has loved: 

My wishes and 
feelings | toward 
them are very posi- 
tive. Julio, his father 
died last December 
and I went to visit 
him; he really appre- 
ciated it. 

They are all great 
friends of mine. He 
kept repeating to 
me, "My father 
loved you." I said, "Thars why Fm 
here." 

With Carlos, I had a wonderful rela- 
tionship. Не was a gentleman and he 
comes to pick up Tamara. Now, he's 
married again and he has a son and a 
daughter and they're very, very cute. I 
have them here at home sometimes. 

My relationships with them, I've 
never given it a second thought be- 
cause they've always been perfect gen- 
temen. They made it easy for me. And 
even if they did not make it easy for 
me, l'm sure I would still have exerted. 
efforts because it's very, very important 
ifyou have children. 


On her husband, Miguel Boyer: 
Tve been married to him for 20 years 

оп Jan. 2. Ana just turned 18 in April. 

Miguel is an extremely intelligent 


FLAMENCO-INSPIRED gown by Marta Rota 


man, a charmer, has a good sense of 
humor, and very quick. We're com- 
pletely different but we complement 
each other. 


Оп her children: 

My kids all want to come home. 
They all come home for Christmas. 
They really enjoy it. When Enrique 
leaves, for example, he'd tell me, 
“Mom, being home is like being in 
heaven.” For me, that line makes meso 
grateful. They call this home. They 
have their own rooms here. 

Ana, she's very good in Mathemat- 
ics; she's never given me a single prob- 
lem. She's a very good kid. She's an ex- 
cellent student. 

‘Tamara stays here, too. Chabeli is 
married and she comes home for 
Christmas, She's in LA because her 
husband works in LA. Julio's living 
here now He's been living here since 
last Christmas, but before he lived on 
his own. All my kids are welcome here. 

Tm really lucky that all my kids love 
each other. I feel very, very blessed to 
have them because we know that it's 
hard to have five children who grew up 
well and who love each other. They tell 
me that irs easier when it’s from a 
mother; it's easier to be close to each 
other. 

Enrique, in his interviews, when 
they ask him about his stepsisters, he'll 
answer, “Stepsister? My goodness, 
they're my sisters.” 


On the media: 
Гуе had a really, really bad time with 


the media. Especially during the bad 
moments like the divorce, it was really, 
really difficult. 1 have lots of things to 
be grateful for. If I were to be able to 
choose, I would've never let them take 
a single picture. If you haven't been up 
to this point, by the media, i's very dif- 
ficult to understand. 

There are many, many things that I 
would've loved to do which I don't do. 
That's the price I have to pay. I don't go 
to the supermarket, to the boat trips 
that I have to go to because we're going 
to be photographed and the other peo- 
ple will be bothered by the paparazzi. 

You have to give up a lot of things for 
the good things they offer. I'm also 
lucky because everybody wants to be 
loved. I feel that when I get some fan 
mail. You have to live for a few things 
because there are a lot of people who 
love you, who admire you. 


On her greatest achievement: 

My children. They are not my 
achievements because of their achieve- 
ments but they are something I'm very 
proud of. They've done a lot on their 
own and it's good when they say it hap- 
pened because of how good they were 
raised. 

They've seen that Julio is a very 
hardworking man. You have to strug- 
gle to get something. АП my children 
know that they are very privileged but 
if you ever meet them, they are not at 
all spoiled kids. Not at all. They are 
very normal children. They always 
have the things that could not be 
bought 


BLACK 
crepe de 
Chine gown 
with blouson. 
bodice and 
quarter- 
length 
sleeves 


Inno Sotto’s ALHAMBRA 


The premier fashion designer teams up with Bea Valdes for his 
26th gala show inspired by Granada’s famous Moorish palace 


By Chit Lijauco 
Contributor 


AASTER OF PHILIP- 
pine fashion, Inno 
Sotto holds an annual 


show, has an A-list clientele 
that’s still growing, and is 
covered in a shroud of mys- 
tery that makes him larger 
than life. 

Embarking on his 26th gala fash- 
ion show, Sotto is showing more ex- 
citement than ever. For this show he 
has nor only placed his creative juices 
but also his soul on adrenalin drive. 

With the loss of his раппег 
Richard Tann, it seemed it would be 
difficult for Sotto to get back on his 
feet. In an interview with the Philip- 
pine Tatler, he said, “In the last two 
years, Гуе had to wear two hats, 
Richard's and mine. It doubled the 
things I have to attend to. But it has 
also opened my eyes. I learned things 
about myself—that | сап also do 
things I couldn't do before." 

Sotto said that with the support of 
friends and family, he was able to sur. 
Vive the grief, the loss and the painful 
adjustment 


contrast in styles 


Anna VS Anna 


This time he teams up with inter- 
national bag and jewelry designer 
Bea Valdes, who has now added 

jother” to her many hats. Valdes 
will provide her own arty Byzantine 
touch to Sotto's fashion extravagan- 
za. 

Soto's inspiration іп this collec- 
tion is Alhambra, which literally 
translates into "red" in the Arabic 
language. The images it conjured 
and the senses it stirred up provided 
the peg for Sotto's artistic creations, 

‘The designer, known and admired 
for his signature long tresses, said he 
has always been awed by the fact 
that this (Moorish) culture invaded 
Spain, thrived and survived ће сеп. 
turies in Alhambra without changing 
the rest of Spanish culture and tradi- 
tion around it. “For this collection, 1 
was inspired by the contrast of this 
place that was influenced by this for- 
eign culture,” he said. 

‘Alhambra, a Moorish palace and 
fortress, sits on the picturesque hills, 
southeast of the city of Granada in 
the southern part of Spain. Formerly 

dence of Muslim kings, it is 
tourist spot, valued for 
its exquisite Islamic architecture. 

With such influences playing on 
the designer's mind, expect to imbibe 


The front-row 
dress-up battle of 
two high-fashion 

editorial divas, 

classy Anna 
Wintour of 
American Vogue 
and Italian 
eccentric 
Anna Piaggi 
FRONT-ROW SEAT IS 
Ағ hottest ticket during 
fashion week. Every- 
body looks at the famous celebs 
seated front and center in full 
view of the entire audience, 


prime targets for the world’s 
paparazzi 


the lavishness of a rich European cul- 
ture dotted by Mid-Eastern ethnicity. 
Prepare to be heady with a show of 
exquisite workmanship іп а modem 
arabesque-themed production. 

To be held at the Makati 
Shangti-La ballroom Oct. 29, the 
show, which is yet untitled (‘Ie 
might just be my name,” Sotto 
said), will showcase 50 creation 
divided into three suites— day- 
wear, cocktails and eveningwear. 

For the show, Sotto will use 30 
models, half of whom have been un- 
dergoing a training workshop under 
Ariel Lozada every Sunday for almost 
two months at the Steps studio of 
Sofia Eliza 

"Every time I have a show, I make 
sure | train young models,” Sotto 
said. 

For the hair and makeup, he will 
rely оп good friend and top stylist 
Patrick Rosas. Hairpieces will come 
from Bergmann's. 


Chit Lijauco, managing editor of 
Philippine Tatler, has known of Inno 
Sotto since her college days through 
the designer's sister. In the lifestyle beat 
for more than 20 years, she has fol- 
lowed with great interest the career of 
the “Prince of Philippine fashion.” 


PHOTOS DARREN TESTE (H¥/DARRENTESTE-COM) 
FARAND MAKEUP PATRICK ROSAS 


PIAGGI in trademark over-the-top style 


her signature helmet bob. 


Anna Piaggi of Italian Vogue fame 
and the wild child of fashion is exactly 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2007 n 


The pressure to look great is more ће opposite. Everything's out of place, 
than intense. That pressure is even intentionally. She aims to surprise, and 
you're a world-class fashion does she ever! She may be wearing de- 

signer duds (and usually is) but she 


ғ 


WINTOUR'S trademark bob and oversized sunglasses 


‘Two of the most important and in- 
fluential editrixes in the world share 
the same first name: Anna. But the 
similarity ends there as they are light 
years apart when it comes to their fash- 
ion styles. 

‘Anna Wintour, she of American 
Vogue and the inspiration for “The 
Devil Wears Prada,” is always tumed 
out in the crème de la crème of design- 
er fashion. 

Wintour plays the field. In classic 
and timeless Oscar de la Renta in опе 
outing to something more contempo- 
rary from her discoveries at the next 
event, and never without her Manolos. 
She is always immaculately turned out 
with her dark glasses and never ever so 
much as a single hair out of place оп 


turns them into fancy dress costumes. 


Her makeup is bizarre. 


Piaggi's hair is a puff of curls, some- 


times dyed a strange shade of blue. 


This Anna seems more circus than chic. 
and once served as muse to Karl Lager- 


feld until their falling out. 
Anna Wintour versus Anna Piaggi 


No contest and no winner either. Fash- 
ion today allows for a free-wheeling 
approach to self-expression and per- 
sonal styles. Both Annas have honed 
their highly individual style to abso- 


lute, attention-gesting perfection. 


Front-row fabulous... Anna and An- 


na! 


This article is being reprinted with 


permission from Doneger Group. 
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Sutherland, Peter Krause) combines 
the deviousness, greed and ambition 
of "Dallas" and "Dynasty"—long live 
the 'BOs! It is set in Manhattan. Peter 
Krause’s character Nick is a lawyer 
who has to work extra hard to keep 
the family name untarnished. 

Movies. Not to be missed is another 
take on Elizabeth played again by the 
incomparable Cate Blanchett, “Eliza- 
beth: The Golden Age." Here's a dia- 
logue from the movie: 

Queen Elizabeth 1: Tell your king 1 
fear neither him nor his armies. 

Spanish Minister: There is a wind 
coming that will sweep away your 
pride. 

Queen Elizabeth I: I, too, сап com- 
mand the wind, sir! And I have a hur- 
ricane in me that will strip Spain bare 
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jewellery. '. 
A unique sta 


REESE WITHERSPOON 
WEARS AN ENCHANTING 
NECKLACE FROM THE 
MONTBLANC 4810 со! 
LECTION. IN MAKING. A 
JOINT COMMITMENT TO 
SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY, 
REESE WITHERSPOON 
AND MONTBLANC SUP 
PORT UNICEF PROJECTS 
FOR CHILDREN’S EDUCATION 


TNT'S TOP PICKS. (Clockwise from left) For 
bookworms, go to Fully Booked at Bonifacio High 
Street, the Fort. The cast of “Dirty, Sexy, Money.” 
Beyoncé will take your breath away when she 
performs in Manila on Nov. 7. Tired of your iPod? 
Switch to Nokia's 5310 XpressMusic. Opening this 
month, the much-awaited Greenbelt 5, which will 
have, side by side, the best of international luxury 
brands and Filipino fashion, lifestyle and design. 
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ifyou dare to try me! 

Books. Here are our top choices: 
International fashion designer Josie 
Natori launches a coffee-table book, 
“The Art of Natori.” Nina Garcia of 
Elle magazine and “Project Runway” 
writes her first book, “The Little Black 
Book of Style,” with beautiful and 
whimsical illustrations by Ruben Tole- 
do. “Leaving Microsoft to Change the 
World” (John Wood) is an inspiring 
account of how a man left a high-pay- 
ing job to help educate children, And 
the one place you can go and buy all 
these books is the five-level Fully 
Booked on Bonifacio High Street, The 
Fort. Owner Jaime Daez deserves a lot 
of accolades for this one. 

Music. They say that the music you 
listen to will always signify your age. In 
the 805 1 listened to 99.5 RT, then as I 
got older, moved to 94.7 (“The Mellow 
Touch”), but sometimes their songs 
were too sappy so I moved to 92.3 
(Јову). Well, the last has changed own- 
ers and now it plays lounge and chill- 
out music, which is fine at certain times 
of che day. But I miss the old Joey with 
Francis Lumen at the helm. I hope 
someone can bring that back. 

There is only one album I am look- 
ing forward to and that’s Annie 
Lennoxs "Songs Of Mass Destruc- 
tion.” On the concert scene, I am sure 
everyone is still reeling from the Josh 
Groban concert. Now head on to 
Ticketnet as the beautiful and soulful 
Beyoncé is set to take Manila by storm 
on Nov. 7. 

Mobile phone. If you are looking 
for a new phone, try the Nokia 5310 
XpressMusic, a music phone with 
crystal-clear hi-fi audio capabilities, 
with a бее 1GB microSD memory 
card and can expand to AGB of stor- 
age, or the Nokia 6500 Classic, which 
has a slim, high-gloss contemporary 
look. Perfect for you, posers, out 
there. Both phones should be in stores 
by end-October. 

Hotspots. Martini Bar at the Man- 
darin, Warehouse 135, Alchemy and 
Fiamma are some of the hottest bars 
in the city. But nothing beats Embassy 
and Nuvo—they are the ultimate in 
nightspots and have not lost their 
stronghold. 

Embassy is expanding and has taken 
over the former MTV office. It is ex- 
tending its empire over the Fort. The 
team of Tim Yap and Eric Cua has 
opened a boutique hotel in Boracay as 
well. 

Over at Nuvo, my bar of choice, іс 
has renovated the second floor and 
made it into a smoking lounge that 
will sit about 60. Ivy and Cynthia Al- 
mario did the interiors, and the bar is 
set to open last week of October or 
first week of November. 

And finally... As we approach (һе 
Christmas season, people often won- 
der how they would decorate their 
homes, especially if theyve had the 
same decoration since they were chil- 
dren. I asked Ron Gonzalez, writer for 
the Manila Fame International show, 
what the trends are and here's the ге- 
sponse: 

"Based on our April show there 
were a lot of baroque style décor with 
gold, copper, fuchsia and, surprising- 
ly, black as main colors. It seems there 
were less of the traditional hues of 
reds and greens. There were a lot of 
pastels such as pistachio, robin's egg 
blue, pink, yellow, orange and bright 
green, as well as silver and white 
mixed with black.” 


For comments, please email an- 
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By Bambina Wise 
Contributor 


ASHION is an industry 

that attracts personalities 

with huge egos—and sur- 
prisingly sensitive skins. 

When egos collide, the ensuing feud 
can last for decades: between designers it 
could simply be a matter of one being dis- 
missive of the other's talents or achieve- 
ments, as in the case of Karl Lagerfeld 
and Yves Saint Laurent, Between design- 
ers and members of the press, the reper- 
cussions could be quite harsh—no more 
invitations to the shows, no more freebies 
or press discounts, no more advertising in 
the magazines. 

In 1987, a young French designer by 
the name of Christian Lacroix created a 
sensation in the jaded world of Paris 
couture with his intricate yet bold de- 
signs, in sumptuous fabrics heavily em- 
broidered and embellished. Lacroix, 
who had formerly been with Jean Pa- 
tou, was instantly heralded as the most 
exciting talent to emerge in years, a 
worthy successor to the acknowledged 
master of couture, Yves Saint Laurent. 


Banning the media 

All the key fashion press hailed 
Lacroix as the new hero of fashion. 
John Fairchild of the influential trade 
daily Women’s Wear Daily went one 
step further—he splashed Lacroix’s col- 
lection on the front page of WWD and 
called him "A new star—no question.” 

Fairchild, who had long been a sup- 
porter of Yves Saint Laurent, was 
promptly banned from the YSL show by 
the designer's longtime business part- 
ner, Pierre Bergé. Fairchild was unre- 
pentant. WWD devoted a mere six para- 
graphs to Saint Laurents collection, 
while Lacroix hogged the headlines. 

Bergé accused Fairchild of using 
Lacroix "to destroy Saint Laurent.” 
Fairchild shrugged off the accusations. 

The feud continued for many years 
But today, with Yves Saint Laurent him- 
self no longer at the helm of his compa- 
ny—Stefano Pilati now designs for the 
label, which is now owned by the Gucci 
Group—and Fairchild gently eased out 
of the day-to-day running of WWD and 
Fairchild Publications, which now be- 
longs to the Conde Nast Group, the feud 
has fizzled out. 

As for other designers and the press, 
‘The New York Times’ Cathy Horyn and 
Guy Trebay have been banned from the 
shows of Carolina Herrera and Dolce е 
Gabbana, ostensibly for panning their 
shows in previous articles. Horyn no- 
tably called Herrera's Fall 2006 collec- 
tion “irrelevant,” which understandably 
irked the designer. 


Suzy vs Mare 

But the most recent-albeit short-lived- 
-feud to stoke the fashion fires was that of 
International Herald Tribune's Suzy 
Menkes and designer Mare Jacobs. At his 
recent Spring/Summer 08 show during 
New York Fashion Week, Jacobs kept his 
audience waiting for a good two hours 
for his show to begin—close to midnight 
by the time his models sashayed down 
the runway. Jacobs, incidentally and clev- 
erly, reversed the routine, taking his bow 
at the beginning instead of the end. An 
irate Menkes called Jacobs’ collection “a 
freak’s costume party" which prompted 
Jacobs to lash out at Menkes and every- 
one else in a candid interview with 
WWD. 

At the Louis Vuitton show last week in 
Paris, Jacobs kept the audience waiting 
once again, this time for more than an 
hour. Menkes was in the audience, and 
apparently Jacobs stuck his tongue out at 
her which naturally had all other 
tongues wagging. But alls well that ends 
‘well—it turns out that he had left a peace 
offering for her at her seat. It was a Tshirt 
tied up in a beautiful bow, and on the T- 
shirt was a drawing of Menkes and Ja- 
cobs together, embroidered by Lesage. 


Bambina Wise is a correspondent for 
Women's Wear Daily as well as communi- 
cations director of the boutique PR firm 
Gulf Quest Media. She used to work for 
Piaget and Chanel in Hong Kong and cur- 
rently resides in South Africa. 


AFTER ADUST-UP at the | 
New York S/S 08 collections, 
the riff between IHT fas 

editor Suzy Menkes and 
designer Marc Jacobs is now 
reportedly on the mend. 
PHOTO: NEWYORK MAGAZINE 
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Inthe 

world of 
international 
ashion, it's 
not all about 
air kisses and 
beautiful 
clothes. 
Underneath 
ies powerful 
critics who 
can make or 
reak a label 
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RUSTAN'S MAKATI - RUSTAN'S TOWER - AYALA CENTER, CEBU 


CORTE DE LAS PALMAS [ALABANG TOWN CENTER] - GREENBELT 3 - ROBINSONS GALLERIA 


ROBINSONS PLACE MANILA - SM MEGAMALL, BLDG. B - THE PODIUM - TRINOMA 


THE POWER PLANT (ROCKWELL CENTER) · GATEWAY MALL, ARANETA CENTER · SM MALL OF ASIA 


Gucci 


By Blue Carreon 
Contributor 


HEN I WAS STILL WORKING 
as fashion editor in Manila, I 
often dreamt of going to the 


big shows in New York, London, Milan 
and Paris and to experience firsthand the 
madness and the sartorial highs of Fash- 
ion Week. I wanted to be one of the first 
to see the new collections, to spot the 
front-row celebrities and to write about 
the clothes. Style.com for all its exhaus- 
tive coverage of the shows couldn't quite 
capture the feeling and the atmosphere 
of being in the thick of the fashion 
world's month-long extravaganza. 

Now that ат based in Hong Kong and 
working on two magazines on fashion re- 
portage, I have joined the flock that 
moves from one city to the next in search 
of trends, lustworthy accessories and 
new creative geniuses. I have become part 
of this group that makes the journey four 
times a year for both the women's and 
men’s collections despite missed flight 
connections, freezing temperatures and 
heat waves, putting new meaning to the 
term fashion victim. 

Thave also exchanged but a few words 
with people whose work I admire— Cathy 
Horyn of the New York Times, Suzy 
Menkes of the International Herald Tri- 
bune, the photographer Mario Testino 
and the designers Stefano Gabbana and 
Domenico Dolce, Donatella Versace and 
John Galliano. And from my second-, 
third- and sometimes even fourth-row 


BACKSTAGE access at D&G and Versace 


CON 


seat, ogled at the sight of celebrities I only 
used to read about—Anna Wintour, Andre 
Leon Talley, Carine Roitfeld, Anna Piaggi, 
Naomi Campbell, Rupert Everett, Stella Ten- 
ant—the list could go on. 

And while all this is happening T often end 
up pinching myself, unable to believe 
that—for the lack of a more modest term—t 
am living my dream. 


Notes and sketches 

With the conclusion of another fashion 
cycle, I return to the office and flick through 
тау notes and odd sketches, futile attempts 
at rendering the more outstanding looks 
from the runway, really. (1 should have sat 
with the very talented Ivarluski Aseron 
when he offered to teach me fashion illustra- 
tion.) 

Took at my notes and realize that I jotted 
down equal parts criticism and random 
thoughts and observations on the mood and 
the spirit before and after the shows, a fash- 
ion mise en scene, if you will. Observations 
that range from the obvious—how a riff of 
Rihanna's song "Please Don’t Stop the Mu- 
зіс? equated the bouncy step of the models 
atthe D&G show filled with Pollyanna meets 
Penelope Tree looks complete with flower 
prints, tiered bell sleeves and patchwork 
denim or how Roberto Cavalli, perhaps to 
make up for the hour-and-a-half-long delay, 
defied convention and showed up on the 
runway and entertained questions from the 
‘world press as models coming from the pre- 
vious show dashed backstage for hair and 
makeup—to фе quirky and intrigu- 
ing—how the fashion flock seem to favor 


By Anton San Diego 
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Moleskine notebooks, or how The Sartorial- 
ist actually disappoints in person or why the 
model Irina Lazareanu was sitting at a coffee 
shop across from the Gucci venue while the 
show was in progress. Perhaps she didn't 
make the casting? 

‘Anna Wintour, for all her supposed diva 
behavior, was punctual to all the shows de- 
spite the early call times and heavy down- 
pour. 

Milan 

‘What came out of the Milan shows? A sur- 
prising collection from Roberto Cavalli, 
which had none of his usual Euro trash ас 
thetic. He showed frocks that morphed into 
flowers perhaps inspired by the young 
American designers Thakoon and Rodarte. 

The trio of white dresses on Natasha Poly, 
Racquel Zimmerman and Freha Beja 
Erichssen, which opened the show, trans- 
ported the Cavalli customer to the French 
countryside, picking lavender blooms in- 
stead of downing Dom Perignon on a super 
yacht in Cap d'Antibes. 

The same three models starred in a David 
Lynch-directed television spot for Guccis 
new fragrance, which was debuted before 
models in combinations of white, black and 
yellow sashayed down the runway to the 


Now based in 
Hong Kong, this 
former Manila 
fashion insider 
gives us a peek 
into the global 
rag trade, as well 
as the S/S 2008 
collections from 
Milan Fashion 
Week 


sounds of “Strangers in the Night." 
‘Transparency and lightness were 
echoed at Jil Sander where Raf Si- 
mons layered rectangular cuts of or- 
ganza to make a dress. Tomas Maier 
‘at Bottega Veneta expounded on 
the themes from his fall/winter 
collection, exquisite draping and 
4 surprise darting on dresses, mini- 
malist luxury. 
Cirdes, a theme previously 
explored on by Inno Sotto (see. 
Mandy Santos’ Philippine Tatler Mother's 
Day photos), were resonant in Karl Lager- 
feld's collection for Fendi be they over- 
sized, multi-hued appliqués or optical il- 
lusion prints on full skirts. 

Donatella Versace mixed the safari look 
with the brilliant colors of the flowers in 
the rainforest. 

What happens now that the shows are 
over? I would have to pore over pho- 
tographs, visit the showrooms to get a bet- 
ter view of the collections, and discuss with 
photographers the best way to photograph 
the clothes while remaining true to the vi- 
sions of the designers. Should we photo- 
graph models on a flying trapeze to convey 
the lightness of springs new offerings? Or 
should we set them up like art canvases 
much like the idea behind Dolce & Gab- 
banz's paint splattered pouf gowns? 

Through all this I will be thinking of the 
next round shows (January for the men’s 
collection and haute couture) and I will 
be just as thrilled and star-struck as I was 
оп my first show ever. 


Blue Carreon was fashion and style edi- 
tor of Philippine Tatler before moving to 
Hong Kong, where he is now style editor of 
Hong Kong Tatler and editor of the fashion 
magazines Couture and MenMode. 


Fashion empress Joyce Ma’s new and revitalized 
boutiques are the toast of Asia 


S HE IS THE EMPRESS OF FASHION 


troducing to this region more than 
30 years ago Armani, Gucci, Jil Sander, 
Pucci, Versace, the Japanese avant-garde 
Yohji Yamamoto, Kenzo, Commes des Gar- 
cons as well as the Belgian designers Dries 
van Noten and Ann Demuelemeester. 

Back then most of the fashion houses 
were unknown. But that's no longer the 
case, thanks to Joyce Ma, who single-hand- 
edly catapulted them here to über stardom. 

About two years ago the French govern. 
ment awarded Ma with the Legion of Hon- 
or. The Belgian and Italian governments 
have also knighted her. 

In Suzy Menkes’ article in the Interna 
tional Herald Tribune, she wrote of Ma: “I 
hope that this girl from Shanghai will one 
day be able to rebuild her native Chinese 


city as ‘the Paris of the East." And that has 
become a reality. 

This year Ma opened her 8,000-sq-ft flag- 
ship store in Shanghai and has become the 
visionary that she is by introducing Balenci- 
aga, Lanvin and countless others to what is 
now one of the most powerful and richest 
countries in the world. 

The new stores in New World Center, 
Central Hong Kong, as well as the Shanghai 
stores were done by Belgian designer Gert 
Voorjans, who created all Dries Van Noten 
boutiques worldwide. The premier retail 
space is unlike anything you have seen; the 
designer used unheard of materials from 
bronze doors, beehive filigree and gilded 
domes. 

The luxury store is divided into beauty, 
women's, accessories and men’s depart- 
ments. As I write this they have opened 
their third Etro store as well as renovated 
the Joyce Pacific Place boutique in Hong 
Kong. 

Today, Ma along with her daughter Adri- 
enne, leads the tightly knit and somewhat 
overcrowded fashion pack. Ma is the fash- 
ion voice, making unknown designers 
known and setting the fashion beat with 
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REMEMBERING 


Guy Bourdin 


E WAS PROBABLY ONE 

of the best photogra- 

phers in the world, but 
you may not have heard of 
him. 

The late Guy Bourdin (1928-1991) 
worked for French Vogue and created 
unforgettable visuals for Charles Jour- 
dan іп the 705 and '80s. His work, 
which can best be described as uncan- 
ny and surrealist, had a strong sense of 
foreboding and featured common 
themes ranging from sex to death, vio- 
lence and glamour, all rolled into one. 

His works are chronicled in a two- 
volume book by his favorite model, 
Nicolle Meyer. Bourdin remains an 
enigma as he chose not to be as famous 
as his contemporaries or his pho- 
tographs. Rather he took a back seat 
and let his works speak for himself 

Ап exhibition hosted by On Pedder 
will run in Hong Kong, Oct. 19-31. 


HERE'S А CAR THAT REFUSES TO BE DEFINED BY CONVENTIONAL TERMS. 15 ІТ A COUPE? A SPORTY 
RUNABOUT? A CAR FOR THE CITY? A MEANS TO ADVENTURE? EACH OCCASION BEHIND THE WHEEL INVITES 
A NEW DEFINITION. ULTIMATELY, IT'S. A CAR THAT WILL BE DEFINED BY THE PEOPLE WHO DRIVE IT. 


TEST DRIVE THE NEW C30 SPORTS COUPÉ TODAY. 


Featured above is the C30 2.5 L TS with 230 bhp 6 5000 rpm and 320 Nm of torque @ 1800-4800 rpm, 5 Speed Automatic Driver-Adaptive with Geartronic Transmission, Front Fog. 
Lamps, Sunrool, В-Хелоп Type Headlamps, Rear Park Assist, Rear Spoiler, 17° Zaurak Wheel and Free Floating Sim Centre Console housing infotainment features, High Perfómance 
Audio System with in-dash СО and Axilary Input. Я 


VOLVO МАКАТ! VOLVO, ORTIGAS VOLVO CEBU 
2272 CHINO ROCES AVENUE (FORMERLY VENUE AS. FORTUNA ST, BANILAD 
E MANDAUE CITY 6014 CEBU 
(032) 346-3322 
makatisalosQolvophlls com. 'rligas-salesQolvophils com. sales@pasajero.net Volvo. tor fe 
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Bring your ideas. 


Bring your skills. 


Let's do something different. 


Something special. 
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Job Openings: 


MVS COBOL, РІЛ, 
Natural/Adabas or 
IMS Developers 
und in 


SAP Functional Consultants 
SAP FICO, PP. 

АВАР, MM, APO 

CRM. BW. Portal 

SRM or xt 


IBM is at the forefront of cutting-edge 
leading patent holder in the world. We provide consulting 
delivery expertise, advanced te 
in solution design, development c 
around the world. 


Our Global Business Se 
opportunities in its Appli 

harness your multi-facete 
simply in one role, but in diff 


chnologies and is the 


nologies and-acceler 


d integration tc 


vices gı 


competencies 


Java/J2EE Developers 
Relev king 
expe n JOE 

Full SDLC ex 
Experience working 
ith frameworks such 


RAD & DB2 
Lotus Notes 
Developer/Programmer 


Domino Н? 
REIND6 platform. 
y in Lot & 

ila Language 


Brio, Hyperion, Excel. 
ОВ2 Skill Programmer 
in SQL. Javascript 
Excel Programming 
/BScript, VB, Macro) 
Brio Query/Hyperion 
Г lorer, DB2 


Japanese Speaking Developers. 
PLT Level 4 


If you have experience 
or ЈАУА/Ј2ЕЕ, join us 
gives you the chance 


Are you ready to benefit from the 
rediscover yourself in IBM? 


in Ma 
одау and 


obe 


Come to our Open House v 
October 20, 2007 at t 
Libis Quezon City anytime 
and let's get to know 


IBM F 


You can also regis 
your CV to openhouse@ibmsd.com 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 


Leading companies are in need of the folowing.. 


(15) INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERS 
IF, grad. of Industral Eng'g 
Prelerably with experience 
wiling іс be assigned in Makati 


(14) MARKETING STAFF 
Е to be assigned in Makati 
Graduate of any four-year Business course 
WI pleasing personality & good comm. skits 


(12) О.А. ASSISTANT 
МР, pleasing personality, prel. wi exp. 
Chemical Tech. or BS Food Tech grad. 
To be assigned in Laguna. 


(18) ACCTG. CLERK 

М, BS Accouniancy Graduate 

Талаш reconcile Ac. Payable 

erudi b bes scannat стан 

Virg tbe assigned n Laurales Mania 
(20) ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 

г sac of a танады 

WI pleasg personalny 

Pral. w 2S fece eb ше axpalence 
ушнде! күйсе nay spy peux а 

HUMAN RESOURCES DEPT. 
UNTIL INTE TERRACE CONDOMINIUM 
230 GANSALAN ST. MANDALUYONG 
ты. os. 8323031 7 74008829 ок for hard 


ABSTRACT WRITERS 
NEEDED - 
Data Gateway Philippines Corp: а Quezon City-based 
iormston processing company, offers Regular, Entry-level, 
Fulltime positions rts abstracting Projects. Anintelectualy 
Simulating work environment wi regular hours na 5-day work 
жеек awaits chosen candidates. Join өз, f you have 
* excellent analytical skills & reading. 
comprehension ~ 
Sbove average aptitude in Engish writing editing 
Ман in Bese Engish grammar and usage 
Tote for Reading and thirst for Knowledge 
a degree JOURNALISM, MASS COMM, LIBRARY 
SCIENCE, CHEMISTRY AND/OR OTHER SCIENCE 
COURSES 
Gon чап immediately 
Email comprehensive resumé to 
hrdodatagatewayph.com 
PREVIOUS APPLICANTS NEED NOT APPLY 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 
ACCOUNTING CLERK/ 


RMDA Architects is іп need of the following: 


Senior Designer 

BS Architecture graduate w/ atleast 3 years experience from 
reputable architectural frm; Proficient in architectural & interior 
design, construction drawings, detailing; specs wring and 
estimating; With good coordination & construction skits; 

Good communication skiis and can work w/ less supervision. 


CAD Operators 
BS Architecture graduate w/ at least 2 yrs. experience from 
reputable architectural firm; Proficient in architectural and interior 
construction drawings; Knowledgeable In 3D rendering and 
Photoshop and can work w/ less supervision 
Secretary Receptionist 
With good communication skills both written and oral; Computer 
Literate; and Graduate of a 4-year course. 
Bring resumé with 2x2 picture to: 
RMDA Architects Co. 
2865 Finlandia Street, Makati City, Philippines 
Т/ 844-9932 | 844-2701 | 844-2848 
Email 38656 rmda.com.ph 


SECRETARY 


Female, 22 to 30 years old 
Accounting or Management Graduate 

Experience in General Accounting works is an advantage 
Must be proficient in typing 

High computer eracy (Windows, MS Word, Excel, E) 
Must be proficient in oral and этеп communication 
Ariculate, organized and can work with minimum supervision 


Please bring 2x2 ID picture and necessary documents to: 


KUBOTA AGRO-INDUSTRIAL MACHINERY PHILS., INC. 
155 Рапау Avenue, South Triangle, Quezon City 
Та. Nos. 92010711074 Fax No. 9241848 


Cottolengo Filipino is now hiring an 


OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST 


With experience in dealing with children with disabilities 
5 Priority wil be given to those who reside in Montalban 
апа San Mateo 


Apply at: COTTOLENGO FILIPINO, INC. 
Gioria Vista Subd., San Rafael, Montalban, Rizal 
(20 min. ride trom Batasan - QC) 
Telefax: (632) 942-3013 (08:00 AM - 17:00 PM) 
maii: cotiolengoldp G yahoo.com.ph 
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CONCORDE INT'L. HUMAN RESOURCE CORP. 


POEA License No. 517-LB 041904-R 


JOB OPENINGS 
CREAM HOUSE CO. LTD. - Korea (Registration No. 10114000) 


WEB PROGRAMMER - must have 7 years experience in sotware 


industries, mobile WAP service, Kiosk chop, atleast 28 o 45 years old, preferably 
graduale in Computer information technology or any course. 


ILWOO INTERNATIONAL CO. LTD, - Korea (For Manpower Poolng Oriy) 
MECHATRONIC ENGINEER & PROGRAMMING 


ENGINEER - must have 7 years experience in manufacturing industries 
including ship building industry, must have knowledge in developing and 
programming ol vibration monitoring system and sensor for ship build industry. 
age ranges rom 28-45 years old, preferably college graduate. 


HUA-HO DEPARTMENT STORE - Brunel (Registration Мо. 9923583) 
SALES ASSISTANT & CASHIER -aticast 1 year latest working 


‘experience in big department or supermarket ike SM, LANDMARK, ROBINSONS 
& RUSTANS, at least 52 in height, age ranges from 21 to 30 years old, wih 
pleasing personaly and can communicale in Engish. 


INTERESTED APPLICANTS MUST SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING: Updated 
Resumé, Diploma & TOR (For college graduale), Previous & recent Employment 
Certificate, Vaid passport copyloriginal, 2 pcs. 2x2 picture and submit to Ms. 
Cathy at 2584 Bonifacio St, Bangkal, Макай ily near Evangelista St. or Edsa. 
Malibay, you may call us at 889-4937 to 39 ог you пау етші! us @ 
ogcordehumanresource yahoo.com 


MAG-INGAT SA ILLEGAL RECRUITERS 
NO FEES TO BE COLLECTED 


Z u E 


 тебоваа» Work in Canada 


5% zu 


Our dliént, McDonald's Cánada, is looking for highly motivated 
Service crew workers to join.their dynamic team. 


[ Candidates, male or female; aged 23-45, at least high school 
graduate, must have at least опе.) year work experience in a 
reputable fast food restautaht in: good physical health, cheerful 
and with good interpersonal skills: 

Requirements: "OE 
* Comprehensive resume (3 sets) 
* Colored 2x2 photo 10. (4 copies) 
* Colored photo full body, 3R size (2 copies) 
+ Valid passport (photo copy) 
* Photocopy of High School or College Diploma 
* Photocopy of Form 137 or Transcript of records 
* Photocopy of Certificatels of employment 
* Photocopy of training certificates (if available) 
* One long brown envelope 
* One long plastic envelope 
* One long white folder 
Renaissance Staffing Support Center, Inc. is the. 
ONLY AUTHORIZED recruitment agency of 
McDonald's Canada in the Philippines. 
Submit requirements to: 


2nd Floor, Avant Bldg. # 48 Jupiter cor. Mars St. 
Макай Cty, Philippines 


Tel Nos: 897-7183, 897-7193 8 899-0916 


КАКЕ FOR MANPOWER POOLING ONLY 
Renaissance NO FEES TO BE COLLECTED FROM 


матор Bupport Center ine- APPLICANTS, BEWARE OF ILLEGAL 
RECRUITERS 


А non-government organization (NGO) 
based in Bulacan is in need of 


Qualifications: — 32 
=>- Bachelor's degreé, gíatiuate studies an advantage 
With relevant experience; ip implementing 
community-based arid envirénment-related projects 
Willing to work beyond -offige hours when necessary 
Self-starter and flexible 022. 
Computer literate = 
Has the ability to write technical papers 
With good people skills and knowledge in 
management 


‘Send your resumé to: 


Dangal ng Bulacan Foundation, Inc. 
Hiyas ng Bulacan Convention Center, 
Capitol Compound, Malolos City, Bulacan. 


URGENTLY NEEDED 


For a mid-size Security Agency 


Experienced OPERATIONS MANAGER 


With managerial experience in Security 
Operations, Security Survey and Investigation 


Experienced EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


With proficiency in oral and written 
communication, not more than 35 years old 


Submit resumé to: 


Units 201-202 East Side Apartments, 
77 Malakas St., Diliman, Quezon City 
or call 434-3616/434-3618/433-7375 
look for Remy 


AEL ESTATE CONSULTANT 

* Moe 2025 eso teas 
Улут 

| сыңарын 


Ж DEUTES 
ша PHI. 
PITE RU пи 

* Dyrame Porsonaty 

ЕСІН 

* Datwmnesio Succeed 

The Sh сохі Card orp. 
GF V. Corporate Cener 

21 Congressional Ave. QC. 
Tel Nos. 900-4260/65 


IMMEDIATE HIRING 
|2 In-House Collectors| 
‘and 4 Rider 
wih own Motorcycle 
Submit Resumé at 
SL Otice Rin. 201 Libra 
and Scorpio Big. 

SL Anthony Sud. 

Gat Caria. Ria 
Са 660-168, 
959170200 


баши ip peel. ри» 


Base 1p cones 


теше contact (2952612 


APPLY NOW! 
(Pasay City Delivery Center) 


Technical Support Associates 


UpGRADe MB4 
TeleTech Lifes 

Optimum Rew, 

Program 

Birthd 
Ou 


Drg 


unteers 


Bees, F 


e College/Associate graduates ог finished at least 2 years of college 


* With excellent oral and written communication skills in English 


e Must have strong comprehension arfc'listening skills 
Customer Service Associ: : 


s 
College/Associate graduates or finished at least 2 years of college 


With excellent oral and written communication skills in English 


Must have strong comprehension and listening skills 
Preferably with healthcare /medical experience or 


Preferably with collections/sales/hotel reservations experience or 


Human Resources/back office experience 


Leadership and Business Support Openings 
Customer Satisfaction (CSAT) Manager 
Accent and Conversational English (ACE) Program Manager 
Accent and Conversational English (ACE) Trainers 
Accent and Conversational English (ACE) Coaches 
Learning Effectiveness Manager 
IT Desktop Associate 
Logistics Coordinator 
Company: Nurse (project-based) 


“7, 4 Auto Loan, 


1ssport Program, 
т oloyes Referral 
ersity, Sportsfest, 
y Day, Company 
ignition, Holiday 
Model, Themed 

V. — Nights. 

a, Game Rooms, 
. Onsite Gym, 


Volunteers Club; 
lership Excellence 
gram, Supervisor 
opment Program 


The Fastest Growing BPO Company 


* Pasay • Fort Bonifacio * Novaliches • Cainta • Lipa + Dumaguete + Bacolod * Cebu * Bacoor • lolo • 


TON 


Eton Properties Philippines, Inc. 


A member of the Lucio Tan Group of Companies 


Fastest Selling Projects 


Unmatched Locations 
Massive Land Bank 
Financial Strength of the 
Lucio Tan Group of Companies 


"These are just some of the reasons why Eton Properties is the fastest growing real-estate 
company in the Philippines. The same reasons why you should join us. 


We are looking for the best real-estate sales professionals. We offer top-notch commission 
packages and generous allowances. Our sales teams receive full sales collateral, training; 
advertising and exhibit support. Exciting bonus and incentive programs reward our sell- 
ers with cash, trips and gadgets. 


SALES DIRECTOR: 


+ Atleast ten (10) years management experience in real estate sales 
+ With top notch management skills 


SALES MANAGERS 


+ Atleast five (5) years experience in real-estate selling 
1 With management experience for the past 2 years leading a team of real-estate professionals 


ACCOUNT MANAGERS 


«> Preferably at least two (2) years experience in real-estate selling. 

+ Not over 40 years old 

- New graduates with a potential for a lucrative career in real estate marketing are welcome to 
apply 


We аге inviting professionals experienced in the real estate industry in all levels of the organization to join. Applicants must be top 


performers in their organization, with excellent scholastic record, a team player, results-oriented and with high ethical values. 


[t^ 7. : “AVP - BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT ‘COMMERCIAL GENTER BUSINESS HEAD 


Must have a Bachelor's Degree in Business = Will be responsible for business development, leasing Must have MBA or Master's Degree in Finance 
Administration / Management Engineering / Economics and mall operation of future commercial centers of the With at least 10 years experience, preferably from the 
orequivalent Company banking industry in the fields of CTS financing, 
Preferably with MBA With at least 20 years experience, 10 years of which is in ‘mortgage financing and Pag-IBIG financing 
With at least 15 years experience in business the commercial center business Highly analytical and systematic with strong 
development functions / market research / financial Currently holding АУР / VP / Director position interpersonal skills 
БАҒ аан Adept in planning, highly analytical, results-driven, а 

FINANGIAL ANALYST: 


teamplayer with strong personal drive y p 
Е: tz: BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGERS SENIOR PROJECT MANAGERS/ ENGINEERS Must possess at least a Bachelor's Degree in Finance / 
- Must have a Bachelor's Degree and / or Master's Degree : Accountancy / Banking or related courses 
in Business Administration / Management / Economicsor 7 Licensed Civil Engineer Licensed CPA; with background in SAP applications 
g 
equivalent + With atleast 15 years experience in project management With at least 5 years experience as a Financial Analyst 


- With at least 10 years experience in business development ойнен 


functions / market research / financial modeling PROJECT MANAGERS , LOANS OFFIGER ; 5%; 


22221 BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT OFFICERS + Licensed Civil Engineer Sis Pome ONO Dese 85506 


Administration / Management/ Finance /Accountan 
- аиа оразан о С оаа гома muore 
+ Must possess a Bachelor's Degree ог Masters Degree in Мае пуат gorea 


Business Administration / Management / Economics / є With at least 5 years work experience in backroom 
Management Engineering or equivalent RECRUITMENT & TRAINING OFFICERS operations of a real estate company or loans department 
- Must have at least 5 years experience in business of an established bank 
development functions / market research / financial - Must possess a Bachelor's Degree in Human Resource - Highly analytical, professional, service-oriented, works 
modeling Management or equivalent the highest degree of integrity 
«Must be mature highly analytical and resourced With at least 3 years working experience in recruitment 
2 (from rank & file to executive level positions) and 
CM corporate training (Le. coordination, facilitation 
452: BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANTS and the conduct of training / seminars) 
+ Must have a Bachelor's Degree in Business Administration/ Computer proficient Management/ Finance/ Accountancy/ Banking or 
Management / Economics / Management Engineering or equivalent 
equivalent. + With at least 1 year work experience in a real estate 
Previous experience in business development / market company or loans department of an established bank 
research / financial analysis would be an asset Forestry / Aqua Culture or equivalent + Computer proficient 
Must be confident, good with numbers, highly analytical With at least 10 years working experience in the 
and resourceful establishment and maintenance of tree / plant nursery, х CUSTOMER SERVICE MANAGER 
c golf course and landscape gardens, and maintenance о! . Must have a Bachelor's Degree in Business Administration/ 
3.— INTERNATIONAL MARKETING MANAGERS lakes / lagoons - Management or equivalent 
z т Knowlegeable in waste management and integration of + With at least 10 years experience, 5 years of which isin’ 
+ Must have an existing U.S. and / or Europe visa grounds maintenance with nursery operations customer service 
Extensive travel experience would be an asset 


* Team player, results-driven, with strong intet I skills 
Willing to travel overseas 50% of working time ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TEE iets age aia 
With atleast 5 years sales management experience ar ee " ACCOUNTING / TREASURY ASSISTANTS 


A monk + Must possess a Bachelor's Degree in Fi А 
RKETING MANAGERS Preferably with previous experience in providing sales е жерини ебі dou атсетат 


Must have а Bachelor's Degree and /or Master's Degree in support and in coordination / overseeing administrative + Previous experience in treasury/general accounting would 
Business Administration / Management / Marketing or jobs рмен 


equivalent Male candidates are preferred + Fresh graduates are welcome to apply 

With at least 10 years relevant work experience in 

marketing management, preferably na res estate | MARKETING ASSISTANTS: | 

Sika + Must hevea Bachelor Deoree Ia Ssles а Marking Must have a Master's Degree in Business Administration/ 

V Wu. MARKETING OFFICERS Business / Communications / Advertising or equivalent Management / Economics or equivalent 
With above average academic records; computer Preferably with experience in corplan, statistical analysis 

+ Must have a Bachelor's Degree in Business Administration/ proficient and / or business research 

Management/ Marketing or equivalent Previous experience in a related field would be an asset Professional, mature, highly analytical, systematic and 
Minimum of 5 years relevant work experience, 2 years of With excellent oral & written communication skills flexible 


which were in a supervisory level Creative, hardworking and resourceful; with good Results-oriented, assertive, can handle pressure on the job 
Male; must possess professional driver's license interpersonal skills well willing to extend working hours when necessary 


= Must have a Bachelor's Degree in Agriculture / Landscape/ 


Competitive package and tremendous opportunities for career growth and development await successful candidates. Qualified applicants are invited to 
send their resume, transcript of records and 2x2 picture to: 3/F Mactel Building, 1012 Arnaiz St., Makati City or email to hr.eppi@eton.com.ph 


www.eton.com.ph 


RATES (RNT cds 
59 JOBMarkot is exclusives for job advertisements. ph per column centimeter every Sunday 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, зоп a This special secon comes FREE wiih your сору fe 


DEADLINES 
Philippine Copyright 1995 www. jobmarketonline.com Ч Й published every Sunday and for reservations / cancellations / corrections 


distributed in key cities Thursday 12:00 noon 


Text us your feedback: Inquirer ра ramelckylmessge, Send to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) Find A Career In Неге. ж Ж ЕЁ 


GENPACT ы 


Global Business Impact" 


The global leader is here to give 
you more career opportunities. 


Genpact, the leader in Business Services and Technology Solutions is looking for candidates for their Philippines operations center. 


Global exposure and the commitment to enhance the competencies as well as personal growth of its employees is.what makes Genpact the 
‘Employer of Choice’, wherever it operates. We have over 100 global customers, many of them fortune 500 companies, and we deliver business 
impact by helping them improve their revenue, margins, speed-to-market and customer relationships 


We are known for our global delivery capability, process excellence and a constant quest for Six Sigma quality. Over 30,000 employees deliver 
services from 25 Operations Centers in the United States, Mexico, Netherlands, Philippines, Spain, Hungary, Romania, India and China. 


The Philippines operations center was established in July 2006 and is a world-class center with state-of-the-art IT infrastructure. Located at Alabang, 
Muntinlupa City, this fast growing center is on its way to become a leading center for global delivery. 


JOIN US AS A PROCESS ASSOCIATE (CUSTOMER SERVICE / COLLECTIONS) 


We are looking for ambitious, customer-focused and intelligent problem solvers with a passion to exceed customer expectations and drive 
business impact 


QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED 
Graduates in any field with 0-3 years of experience are encouraged to apply. 


We also have excellent career opportunities for Team Managers and Operations Managers with 2 to 8+ years of experience, preferably іп the BPO / 
Call Center industry. 


СА NASSCOM 


Decide with Confidence Genpact - Ranked No.1 for two consecutive years (2006 & 2007) 
Genpact, rated No.1 in Dun & Bradstreet’s annual publication Da the hes OM Reta xen ls ПЕ аго Commpenietr 
India's Top ITES & BPO Companies, 2006" 


üt БІ 5ЕНУІСЕ5 


Genpact - Ranked No.1 ‘Best Performing BPO and Leaders in 
Human Capital Development’ in the Global Services 100 research 
conducted by US based Global Services magazine and neolT. 


Genpact, ranked No.1 BPO Company in 
2006 00 Top 20 Survey’ by Dataquest 


WORK WITH GENPACT, WORK WITH THE WORLD. 

Contact Us: 

E-mail your resume to philippines.career@genpact.com 

Call us at Recruitment Hotlines: (+632) 792-2500 / 2574 / 2523/2511 

Business Address: 5" Floor Genpact Building, Dotcom Drive, Northgate Cyberzone, 

Filinvest Corporate City, Alabang, Muntinlupa City-1781, Philippines. 

Short-listed candidates will be notified for interview. genpact.com 


ВЕУТНІМК > INNOVATE > 


With more than 60 years of expenence m the pump technology business, the nome Grundfos is synonymous with high quale. efficent 
эла roble pumping solutions in corhmorcil and domestic markers, 
‘Eve то aur expansion роп we seek dynamic and reloniase тамаа! to fi che positions bei. 


Accountant (1) Sales Engineer (1) 


CHALLENGES 
"> Manage the day-to-doy operations ofthe Accounting Department 
S. Papers inanes stattmoncs and management reports mcd budgets 
элё forecen fr ta Company 
e Wirt man team to establah and implement accounting end nancial 
родов and procedures to ensure complance wh accounting standards 
ла Group fanc рова жасы 
+ Suport Group Finance in business and operational marters proce puro system зол. Te moldes pre 
$ Сезе contr, сак and cash management "cies wort auch эв quotecino and syster calculations эз 
3 Роборат w system enpemantaton sed upgrade Sot з flowing up ол bung ond Gate coteccons and 
i DE ere orn, bankers, egal ond tax advisors on sli related _hareeg of the designated Dealer's scoot 


YOUR BACKGROUND. 


© Degree in Accountancy cr aquvatane professional аздап 

S. Mirum 28 yaara protessonai sud and eccouncng exper 

$ Knomiedys of heernationsieccourtiotasetiontransfer prongiruss- border. 
надор, nanc тесігі. SCALASAP ond Microsc: desktop есе. 

o Handrnespermce и coraokdacion preparation and statutory reporting 

$ Strong тук. communication and ncarparsona kil 

2 бері od matcubus. 

3 Бедел in MS Excel Word and PowerPoint 

2 Wingrose ond stury to perform Әдейі tasks 

22 Gosetonol overseas trovi теге 


YOUR BACKGROUND 
You chou posses з рота or degres im Machanicel 
xyreorro, You shows haee 2-3 yos technical sles 
Esence n wastewmer puro business. preferably wh 
ood trowiedge of pumping system 


At зз: 25-35 yoors di. procis and rescurceld 


FURTHER INFORMATION 


THE MANAGER 
GRUNDFOS PUMPS (PHILIPPINES). INC 


[бо WHERE VALUES MATTER 

|50 Grundfos, Be-Think-innovate із much more than a clever payoff. When you 
Work for us, values are not just something we talk about — they are a natural, 
| iitegral part of our day-to-day work. As one of our colleagues, you will expe- 
| rience a workplace that allows you great freedom of action, insists on careful 
| deliberation rather than stopgap decisions, and always encourages you to come 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2007 


A prestigious company Is in need of: 


Management Trainee 

* Male or Female, age 22 to 35 years old, College Graduate 

7 Preferably fueni in speaking conversational Mandarin 

2 Wing to be assigned abroad 

Quality Control/Research and Development Officer 

* Graduate of Food Technology, Chemistry, Nutrion and Dietetics and 
Chemical Engineering 

+ Atleast 1 year experience in Quality Control / Qualty Assurance 
andlor Research and Development work 

«+ Must be wiling to work in Cavite andlor abroad 


Laboratory SpecialistiChemist 

~ Graduate of B S. Chemistry, Chemical Engineering 

2 35 years of age maximam 

} A ost 2 years work experience in analytical testing of plastic and inks 

1 Should be lamiiar with Gas Chromatography, HPLC, UV-VIS, 
с. in plastc application 

«+ Familiar vath plastic application in food and its regulations 

+ Must be wing to work n Cavte andlor abroad 

Mechanical Engineer 

* Graduate of B.S. Mechanical Engineering 

+ Preferably licensed 

1 Has supervisory experience 

$ Computer iterate, knowledge іп CAD is an advantage. 

1 Knowedgeable in machine troubleshooting, preventive 
maintenance and fabrication 

Electrical Engineer 

* Graduate of B S Electrical Engineering 

1 Preferably icensed 

} Наз supervisory experience 

1 Can supervise or lead team 

+ Knowledgeable in computer sided design and drafting 


‘Supervising Accountant/ERP Analyst 

* Male of Female, 30 years old or below 

7 With at least 2 years experience in computerized accounting system 
7 Must be Certified Public Accountants 


Accounting Clerk 
* Female, 22 (o 30 years old 
+ Win or without experience 
* Must Be a graduate of B.S. in Accountancy 
Telephone Operator / Receptionist 
single, age 22 to 25 years old 
1 College graduate, must have pleasing personally and оу disposition 
} Excellent Engisn & Fiipno verbal communication 8 istening skis 
Salaries are commensurate to qualifications: 
Interested appicanis may send ther complete resumes and 
Giedentalrelerences Including 2 x? 1D proio) to 
RD Manager, 222$ Tolentino St, Pasay City 1300 
or Email to hrdept@orshi.com.ph (with attached ID photo) 
Tease indicate the posimon you are appiying for. 


GRUNDFOS 2% 2а:нойн HOTLINES 


— Philippines 
J-SYS Philippines Inc., a wholly-owned subsidiary of JGC Information Systems Co., Ltd. 
based in Yokohama, Japan, which is engaged in the design and development of computer 


integrated manufacturing systems, project management systems and engineering process 
control systems using Oracle database technology, announces the recruitment of 


15 PROGRAMMERS 


Candidates with the following qualities will be considered: 


Graduates of Engineering or computer-related courses with at least two (2) years 

experience in Java, MS Visual Basic or Oracle D2000; 

Details-oriented, have strong analytical and problem-solving skills; 

Have good communication and interpersonal skills; 

Highly self-motivated, team player, hardworking and results-oriented; 

Knowledge in the Japanese language is a plus factor and have strong desire to 

continuously study the Japanese Language (Nihongo); and 

Must be in perfect health 
Successful candidates will be further trained in the Philippines on the latest computer and 
programming technologies as well as оп the Japanese language (Nihongo). May be assigned 
to work on short to long-term projects overseas. 
A competitive compensation package and travel opportunities await the successful candidates. 
Interested applicants may come with their resumé and recent 2" x 2" photo between 9:00 
АМ. - 4:00 Р.М. on October 15-19, 2007 for the preliminary examinations to be held at: 


J-SYS PHILIPPINES, INC. 
JGC Bldg. Annex, 1606 Trade Street corner Investment Drive 
Madrigal Business Park 
Ayala Alabang, Muntinlupa City 1780 


Tel. No. 772-3408 
IMMEDIATE HIRIN 


BERNARDINO nigen 
GENERAL HOSPITAL d ein eod fos 


ISINNEED OF LICENSED: Programmers 
PHARMACIST : 

MED. TECH. 
MIDWIVES 

NURSE 

Н.Н. PERSONNEL** 


“(мі minimum of 3 yrs. Exp.) 


PLEASE CALL: 937-9183 


cognigentinc. 


graduate of BS Computer Science 
* proficient in programming, SQL & relational 
data bases 
strong analytical skills and fast learner 
driven and responsible 
experience in software development is a plus 
Interested parties may bring their resumés to: 
Unit 905 Annapolis Wilshire Plaza 
411 Annapolis Street, Greenhills 
‘San Juan 


Ms. Mercy Figueroa at 935-7213 
Branch: #680 Quirino Highway, 
San Bartolome, Novaliches, Q. 
Ms. Toss Segura at 935-5262 
418-6684 
Branch: Zabarte Road, Brgy. Kaligayahan, 
Novaliches, Quezon City 


For Immediate Hiring. 
PROJECT COORDINATOR 


‘Pense contact: Helen Toertno / Lorena Feeiane 
‘Gotden Eye Tracing A Teecom Services ne 
sare Treat 


OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS 
BUT ONCE. 


Look for Marie шенеу rer teen 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 
Computer Teachers 
Computer Science Grad. 
w/ experience in teaching G.S. & H.S. 
level 
> preferably residing in Laguna 


Apply at 1205 Estrada St., Singalong, Mia. 
Day керіле 


722-1144 
or 222-1155 ! 


CALL POEA 


American Telecommunication Company 


NOW HIRING 


Marketing 
Sales Representatives 


NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 
NEW GRADUATES ARE WELCOME 
EARN WHILE YOU LEARN 
MUST HAVE STRONG DESIRE 
TO LEAD & SUCCEED 

“ Part-time/Full-time Positions With Flexible Hours 

* Earn Up To 50,000 Pesos Per Month 

* Car Incentive & Bonuses 


Hosting Interviews 


Must Bring Resumé With Photo 


Date : October 14th & 15th (Sunday & Monday) 
Time : 7:30AM — 12:00PM 

1:00PM - 6:30PM 

Momentum Plus Philippines 

Jollibee Plaza Suite 2602 

Emerald Avenue, Ortigas Center 

Pasig City 1605 
Ameritelco Q yahoo.com 


Е Francis 


e conEk ARE усак 
“АВОТ KAMAY MO... 


Globe "TRABARHO 


AR 


Location 


LOCAL & OVERSEAS JOB FAIR 
OCTOBER 12-14, 2007 


Friday - Sunday 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM 


3RD FLOOR EXHIBIT HALL 
ST. FRANCIS SQUARE JULIA VARGAS COR. 
BANK DRIVE ORTIGAS CENTER, MANDALUYONG CITY 


БЕТ) due @ Gans E : ©) 


кинән. Advanced Contact Seaton, Атев Tacos, Sys Asia, NCO Grup One ld зале 
ТЕЛЕ EPU Vete. NEONO Cenk Carnet ЕТ Grup, Sibel Dominion вос Согуп. Саинт гыи, 
ШОШЫП БОРМАН Арно Came Кит. Good lsa',Pacdeedtrenean, Merc Canada lora PIS 
зов OPENINGS: 
сай Center Agents Team Leaders ‘cooks 
Registered Nurses Programmer Crane Operator 
тесммеш Supper Engineers Hocseieepes Engineers 
ан нк Project Leaders 
Customer Support Representatves Оотезіе Helpers Meerane Saes Manager 
Laan Agents есеп Creat Сан Agents Tr Professionals 
Teens ater Plumbers ‘Teennician and mary more. 


pain 637.4034 - 911-9873 


— . PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER-- 


J©B Market 


SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 14, 2007 


Stores 


б 
СІ -зресізікее, 
"Wi f inc. 
(A Member of the Rustan Group of Companies) 


Is in immediate need of top caliber individuals... 


MERCHANDISING ASSISTANT 
ЕЕ MakkeRoom 


“THE TOTAL STORAGE AND ORGANIZATION SPECIALIST” 


Female; between 23-28 years old 

Preferably а graduate of Interior Design, Industrial Design or any related 
course 

With at least six (6) months work experience 

Must have excellent oral and written communication skills 

Must possess а pleasing and dynamic personality 

Must be artistic, creative and results-oriented 

Must be computer iterate 


MERCHANDISING ASSISTANTS 


Female, between 23-28 years old 
4 Graduate of a four (4) year business related course or Fashion 
Merchandising 
With at least six (6) months work experience 
Must have excellent oral and written communication skills 
Must be analytical and results-oriented 
Must have good fashion sense 
Must possess a pleasing and dynamic personality 
Must be computer literate 


QUALIFIED APPLICANTS ARE REQUESTED TO E-MAIL OR SEND IMMEDIATELY 
THEIR COMPREHENSIVE RESUME, TRANSCRIPT OF RECORDS AND A RECENT 
2x2 PHOTO TO: 


STORES SPECIALISTS, INC. 
Human Resources Management Division 
(C/o Executive Administration) 

Ground Floor Midland Buendia Bldg. 

403 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City 
E-mail address: embaysa Grgoc.com.ph 


(We will reply to qualified applicants only) 


~ For BASHIR MOTORS, LTD. - KHARTOUM, SUDAN 
Accreditation No. 90221 

Technical Manager 8. Chef/Cook 

Business Development Manager 9. Maintenance Personnel 

HR Specialist 10. Estate Manager/Administrator. 
Operations Manager 11. Gardener/Landscape Maintenance 
Compound General Manager 12. Plumber 

Facilities and Security Supesr-/Officer 13. Swimming Poo! Operator/Maintenance 

Electricians/Technicians 14. Housekeeper (sanitation cleaners) 


Qualifications : Male/Female, not over 40 years old, at least 5 years experience 
Principal Employer wili conduct an Interview on October 15-19, 2007 


For PETROJET COMPANY. - YANBOU, KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA 
Accreditation No. 10104808 

E & | Construction Engineer 12. Fitters Supervisor 
2. Quantity Surveyor/Surveyor 18. Pipe Fitter 

Welding inspector (SWIP Certified) 19. Steel Fitter 

Painting Inspector (SWIP Certified) 20. Tanks Welder 

Е @ | Construction Engineer. 21. Steel Welder 

Technical Office Engineer (Civil) 22. Pipe Welder 

“Technical Office Engineer (Mechanical) 23. Tungsten Arc Welder 

Technical Office Engineer (E&I) 24. Grinder 

Planning Engineer 25. Rigger 

QC/QA Engineer (Civil) 26. Heavy Lift Rigger 

Safety Officer 27. Scaffold Supervisor 

Qualified NOT Inspector. 28. Heat Treatment Technician 
. Qualified Welding Inspector 29. Civil Construction Engineer. 
. ОСС (Document Control) 30. Electrician 

Material Control 31. Crane Operator 

Electric Fitter 32. Forklift Crane Driver 


Qualifications : Male, not over 40 years old, at least 5 years experiance 
(Ex- Saudi need NOC) 
Applicants may submit therr latest detanied resume, copies of passport, academic rexords, work 
2 raining cerdficetes, 2x2 (брез 8 full body (2pcs? pictures, in business attire 4 white background to: 
POWER HORIZON INTERNATIONAL RESOURCES, INC. 
POEA LICENSE NUMBER 019-LB-012507:R 
Z/F ВММС Bldg. (formerly Solid Mills) 143 Dela Rosa Street, Legaspi Village 
‘Makati City 1229, Philippines Tel. No.: (632) 812 3377: (632) 814 0234 
Website: www.powerhorizon.com E-mail: manpower@powerhorizon.com 


"NO FEES TO BE COLLECTED*“MANPOWER POOLING ONLY** BEWARE OF ILLEGAL RECRUITERS"* 


Management Systems Intematonal (MSI) project with 
ойсөз in Salcedo Vilage, Makat, is looking for а 


Monitoring and Evaluation 
Coordinator 


Tho Monitoring and Evaluation Coordinator wil report 
‘only o the Chit of Party and Deputy Chief of Party 
and be governed by the lasks assigned. He/She wil 
be responsible for collecting iformation that relates to 
the nine соге project indcalors; report on the progress 
and impact of Ino projec’ ейолв and activites on the 
MCA-PTP's nine performance indicators schedule/ 
stalus as specifically stated in the contact; help the 
project o gather montoning and evahaton information 
п oiher indicators in order to inlorm decisions by 
project management; in paricuar, design and manage 
straining evaluations to determine whether 
Information covered in training is successfully 
assimilated and applied in actual work situatons. 


OFW deployment 
to reach 1M, 
remittances to 
approach $14b 


THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOY- 
ment (DOLE) said that the global deployment of 
overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) is expected to 
reach and breach the 1-million mark, while total 
OFW remittances are expected to approach the 
105914 billion level by December this year. 

Labor and Employment Secretary Arturo D. 
Brion said that as of mid-year 2007, OFW deploy- 
ment had already breached the 0.5 million mark in 
more than 190 destinations worldwide. 

He expressed confidence that at this growth 
rate, total deployment figures will reach if not sur- 
mount the one million level worldwide this year. 

Не said that based on the latest report of the. 
Philippine Overseas Employment Administration. 
(POEA), global OFW deployment had reached 
725,999 as of Aug. 31, representing more than 
two-thirds (72.6 percent) of the total 1-million glo 
bal OFW deployment goal in 2007. 

Brion earlier indicated that from January to July 
this year, the deployment of OFWs in the new hire 
category increased in several host destinations 
including Canada, Italy, Cyprus, New Zealand, and 
New Caledonia due to the demand for Filipino 
skilled workers in their industries. 

He said the percentage of Filipino professional 
and technical workers went up by two percentage. 
points to 14.4 percent in the first half of 2007 from 
12.4 percent in the same period in 2006, with high 
end skills accounting for more than two-thirds (73 
percent) of the total new hires. 

‘Meanwhile, the rehires increased by 2.5 percent. 
10361,655 from Jan. 1 го Aug. 31, 2007, compared 
10352,908in the same period last year. In addition, 
the total contracts per worker processed by the 
POEA for overseas Filipino seafarers have ex- 
panded by 15.9 percent to 279,922 from 241,522 
during the same period. 


The Coordinator af fhe Projet Monitoring and Evaluation. 
unit wil be responsible for al aspects of managing the 
uni, producing deliverables, managing one пог MBE 
specialist, and any other duties requested by the Chief 
© Party, бериу Chiel of Party, or the Oficer in Crargel 
MSI. He/She must have at least 5 years professional 
experience. 


Events Coordinator 


‘The Events Coordinator wil report to tne Director of 
‘Communications. He/She wil assist the appropriate 
‘Component Manager in planning and supporting ай 
events forthe Project, create, maintain and update an 
Events Calendar; arrange andlor coordinate all 
bannersharpauins, otc., that are needed for evens; 
prepare the Event Checkist for ай component events 
in coordination with Component Advisers/Managers; 
ensure in coordination with Component Managers, 
Training Coordinator, and Communications Director 
that ай supplies end materials are on-site for evens. 
He/She wil coordinate wih Component Managers lor 
the management of actual program events; coordinate 
‘ag needed with venue representatives fo ensure а. 
smooth execution ol Project events; and oiher tasks 
and assignments as rected by the Chel of Pany. 


‘The Events Coordinator must have at least 3 years 
professional experience. 


Inlereted applicants please send in your appécallons 
lo mpastrana@msi-mea.com, or тай them to Uni 
2302. 23rd Floor, 88 Corporate Center, 141 Sedeno 
comer Valero Streets, Salcedo Vilage, Макан, 1227. 
Deadine lor applications is October 19, 2007. 


We move your 


career at the speed 


of our business. 


Л deg 


MANAGEMENT. 


ppinecorpjobsepeoplesupport.com 
indicate position in the subject line. 


FINANCE 
Accounting Assistant (Employee Transactions) 
Accounting Associate (Accounts Payable) 


(Six Sigma Blackbelt) 


‘Accounting Associate (Financial Reporting and Analysis) — Sr. Analyst for Business Prog 


Payroll Specialist 

Risk Management Officer 
Timekeeping Analyst 
Timekeeping Assistant (Cebu) 
Timekeeping Officer 


HUMAN RESOURCES 

HR Assistant - Compensation and Benefits 

HR Assistant - Recruitment (Baguio) 

HR Associate - Compensation and Benefits (Cebu) 
HR Associate - Recruitment 

HR Associate - Employee Relations. 

Technical Recruiter (Manila/Cebu) 


TRAINING 

Career Development Trainer. 
Communication Trainer (Cebu) 

Leadership Development Training Manager. 
Management Development Trainer (Cebu) 
Senior Management Development Trainer 


ADMINISTRATION AND FACILITIES 
Office Manager (Baguio) 
Safety and Security Associate 


WORKFORCE MANAGEMENT 
Realtime Analyst 
Norkforce Analyst 


Makati City 


PeopleSupport Center 
Ayala cor. Sen. Gil Puyat Avenues 
Monday to Friday 9:00am to 5:00pm. 
jam to 3:00pm 
2) 755-2600 


Bag 

eopfesupport Baguio 
Festa Strip Building. 

Harrison Road. Baguio City 


(Six Sigma Greenbelt) 


OPERATIONS 

Operations Manager for Technical Account (Cebu) 
Sales Associate 

Team Supervisor for Technical Account (Cebu) 
Transcription Editor (Cebu) 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

Business Continuity Planning Manager 
Chief information Security Officer 
Consulting and Implementation Manager 
Data Quality Manager 

Database Administrator 

Director for Business Continuity and Disaster 
Recovery Planning 

HRMS Database Administrator 
Implementation Analyst 

Lead QA Tester 

Reports Analyst/Developer 

Senior Business Analyst 

Senior Software Engineer. 

Server Systems Specialist (Cebu) 


e-Office 1, AslaTown IT Park 
Monday to Saturday, 
‘9:00am to 5:00pm 

HR Hotline: (032) 234-8222 

cebugpeoplesupportcom 


Davao City 


8-1 Luisa Avenue Square Jacinto Extension 
Monday to Friday, 
9:00am to 6:00pm. 
HR Hotline: (082) 227. 


ILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


JOB Market { к 4 A = SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2007 


Confidence. Courage. Conviction. 


The Sutherland Global Services team exemplifies these traits, and has worked together to deliver world class Business Process Outsourcing 
solutions since 1986. Our 18,000 people worldwide have the Courage to build strategic business relationships that inspire a high degree of client 
| loyalty; the Confidence to represent Fortune and Global 1000 marquee clients; and a Conviction for excellence. Come talk to us and put 
confidence, courage and conviction to work. 


Now hiring 2000 mere 
Makati, Clark & Naga 


We are looking for: 


Customer Service Representative (Job code: CSR) 
Technical Service Representative (Job code: TSR) 


Program Managers (Job Code: PM) 
Program Supervisors (Job code: PS) 


Language Trainers based in: Clark, Makati, Tarlac, Baguio, Bulacan 


Visit our offices at: 


Be MANY things but NEVER ordinary | 
Be a SUTHERLANDER | 


Makati: 9th floor Export Bank Plaza Chino Roces Ave., corner Sen. Gil Puyat, Makati City 
Cark: The Plaza Building, Jose Abad Avenue, Berthaphil II, Clarkfield, Pampanga 


Маса: 2nd floor EPP Center, Camarines Sur Trade and Investment Center, MBC Road, Panganiban Drive, Naga City 


Can't visit? Email: hr_manila@suth.com | hr_clark@suth.com | hr_camsur@suth.com For management positions please email: hr_executive@suth.com | 


SUTHERLAND 


FILINVEST 


UNLOCK THE DOOR 
TO GREATER FORTUNE! 


JOIN ONE OF THE LEADING REAL ESTATE DEVELOPERS IN THE INDUSTRY TODAY. 


Filinvest, thru Filinvest Land and Filinvest Alabang, is a full ange property developer with an impressive portfolio 
ofreal estate landmarks covering all sectors ofthe industry. 

From the best value communities for affordable, middle income and high end markets as well as farm estates and 
township developments, to condominium buildings and retail and commercial units, Filinvest has a number of dynamic 
environments that willhelp you reach professional success. 


Filinvest has projects in key areas like Alabang, Quezon City, Rizal, Cavite, Batangas, Laguna and Bulacan. 
In ine with our expansion program, we need high-caliber candidates like you for the following positions. 


SALES MANAGERS (Code: МВ-07 SM) 


+ 25-45 years old 

* Graduate of any 4-year course preferably from top colleges and universities. 

+ Excellent communication, negotiation and leadership skills 

* Atleast2 years management experience preferably in real estate/retail industry 


SALES CONSULTANTS (code: мв-07 SC) 


= 21-35years old 

* Graduate of any 4-year course preferably from top colleges and universities. 
* Excellent communication and presentation skills 

+ Experience in real estate/consumer sales is an advantage 

+ Fresh graduates are welcome to apply 


SALES MANAGERS for Commercial Lots (Code: MB-07 SMCL) 


+ Male or Female, 30-45 years old 

* South based — Familiar with Muntinlupa, Las Piñas, Parafiaque and Calabarzon areas 

* Presentable and confident with good communication, presentation and negotiation skills 

+ Withatleast2to 3 years sales management experience in administering real estate selling units 
or managing real estate brokers, or handling/managing real estate customer accounts and other 
real estate related industries 


е. SIX GREAT. REASONS 
IN USt 


¥ Financial strength and stability of Filinvest 

“Ап established name and distinguished 
performance record in real estate development 

v Above-average compensation, benefits and 
incentives. 

v Job security 

¥ Career advancement 

v Extensive training 


^^ ‘Applicants may bring their resumes, 
transcript of records and 2x2 pictures 


ня Department Fest Abang кс. 
Marketing Оса and Булам Contre, Corporate Ave 
Filinvest Corporate Сау. Ашбел. Mantia City 
ты. No. 809-6517 loc 214 
look er GIAN MENDOZA. 


ршен Land, Inc. 173 P. Gomez St San Juan Сау 
Ты No: 727-0431 local 213 
look fr MARICHELLE SALANGUIT 


You may aso отой your resuma 1o 
p— com 

(Please паса postion apptod foc дәве work locaton and 

deb code on he cover iter or in he "Sutgec of your emat) 


NOTICE OF VACANCY 
INTERNAL AUDITOR 


(PA bord passe: at ен ye өңінен in 
counting М Inanca m. seme & eed pro 
fess 200 pret. gared кол bake! ота inate 
жамоо а esl $e. d итап келер 
ACCOUNTING SPECIALIST 
Pieeaby CPA boar passer t least 1 yt. exper 
oce n долл көбее esp. талса елеп 
E tank reconoaton preparaten prel. але тот 
бишире гоа reiten. 
RESEARCH SPECIALIST 
Бет, Болдон! decl, si кей 1 ror 

rper pM 
нел command а witen а veta Engin a 
eas 4 ls. vang on research mehoós & nas 
MEDIA PROMOTIONS OFFICER 
Mass Conmonicalonfelied decline: at least 3 
years exp in corporale planning 5 corcepualzaton 
Т рис commentato campaign, owecgeae m 
recat d рип. à audo ешн emai кос 
Fst have уйле articesinatnas at lees 16 
fous d ibat varing 
ACCOUNTS OFFICER (REMEDIAL GT) 
Buscesecsed degree: pel expenened in reme- 
Етене parad Inn малды seid 
Паоло тон доде т are vatem 

“Al оон пойи " 
эге! Business более & Fence Corton HRD 

TET pete Conor en SL 
ce VIL Mala Cay 

ты. ол 751.1888 Eat bainon 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT 
* Preferably CPA 


PLANT SUPERVISOR 
SERVICE ENGINEER 
0. C. SUPERVISOR 


* Graduate of Civil 
Engineering 

* Preferably w/ experience 
in Ready Mix Batching 
Plant 


INDUSTRIAL ELECTRICIAN 


HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC 
* Preferably with 
experience 
Mail at: P.O. BOX 116 
Q. PLAZA POST OFFICE 
1900 CAINTA, RIZAL 


INQUIRE ABOUT THE JOBMARK 


ea =: 


Testech, Inc Бә 100% Flo onned company, 
engaged in тереді of substrates and entra. 
In ine ніл our continuous growth, we are ing 
arare and efficent dal to explore а long-term 
p 


5а PRODUCTION SUPERVISOR 


эмге o Female, по more than 35 years 
Concldote must poses at least а Вомар Сое 
Degree п Engreenmg or equivalent 
in tou Inspection Process and/or 
Ало Laser мамле or equivalent 
stam 3 years woring experience а a semicon company 
onthe seme capacty 
потезе a Japanese language son advange 


"Maior Fema 
"Candidates most possess at least a BahelorsColege Degree 
in Engineering or ualent 

efus are at eas 2 yens ted vo крек ріні 
rom semiconductor compa 

«owen nang QC es REBO ad other etd 
teorico tens 
«Canócates must have svong lenders sls seven, 
тезйз-спелгей, analytical, systematic and wih 

excelent ore эла writen communeatio ss 


eme, not more tun 35 
‘Preerabi иел a Degree In Pychoogy Mura Resource 
Meragement 

AAt ега З years experience in HR, two years of which in a 
‘supersary арау peer from a semicon industry 

«Bast Kromesge of Labor Laws 

“Excelent Leadership and Decor Making Ану 

‘ith еге conmuncatn sis ang interpersona! 


jege гәне major и Accounong 
arra tne саран 
Ти at ease ше (1) үе «оор peer п accounting 


step ee of сену n S вка 


‘Previous applcats need not apply. Preference ий be given 
to resioents of Laguna 
Interested applicants may send in their resume with 2X2 
prano to: 


Human Resources Department 
TESTECH, INCORPORATED. 

2 Fr. ой. Technology Bog, Bik 2 Lot 4, Calamba Premiere 
Intemational Park (CPIP), SEZ, Bry. Bano, Calamba Cty 
TeL No. (049) 302-6554, 502-0987 o Tear. 
(0267058-9 
reat оленей rágtestech ph 


Get more exposure 
for your ай. 
Advertise 

JohMarket 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2007 


JOB Market 


Position yourselves differently. 


Payroll Support Specialists 


Responsibilities: 


= Maintain broad and technical knowledge of product and services. 

= Greet customers in a courteous, friendly, and professional manner using agreed upon 
procedures. 
Listen attentively to customer needs and concems; demonstrate empathy. 
Clarify customer requirements; probe for and confirm understanding of requirements or 
problem. 
Meet customer requirements through first contact resolution. Minimize escalation to 
Tier support. 
Confirm customer understanding of the solution and provide additional customer education 
as needed. 
Prepare complete and accurate work and update customer file. 
Communicate effectively with individuals/teams in the program to ensure high quality 
and timely expedition of customer requests. 
Effectively transfer misdirected customer requests to an appropriate party. 
Contribute ideas to resolve problems to better serve the customer and/or improve 
productivity. 
Participate in activities designed to improve customer satisfaction and business 
performance. 
Occasionally use decision-support tools to answer questions. 
Solve problems that may be unstructured and that may require reliance on conceptual 
thinking. 
Offer solutions to issues that are often non-standard/non-routine and require some 
clarification. 


Requirements: 


Experience on end-to-end Payroll process, preferably US Payroll. 

Basic knowledge on US Payroll Taxes and 401K. 

Direct experience and knowledge of general accounting principles. 

Knowledge of Payroll or ERP systems is a must. 

Experience in a call center (technical/customer) organization providing telephone or 
‘email support or relative experience in a BPO is a plus. 

Knowledge of Internet, browsers and web navigation is desirable. 

Excellent written and verbal communication skills. 

Strong personality, highly enthusiastic and service oriented individual 

Troubleshooting skills. 


Don't wait for tomorrow. 


What one system provides solutions to business needs tomorrow — todav? 


Why join one of the fastest growing firms in the ЕТ Software industry? 
How can your accounting and IT careers reach new heights: 


> 


+ enana илген. 
pee 


Join our winning teams now. 


Implementation Consultants 


Responsibilities: 


The Implementation Consultant will be responsible for managing customer accounting 
configuration and customizations. This position will involve working closely with Netsuite's 
global project management team, will primarily involve configuration and customization of 
the customer's Netsuite environment. The successful candidate will be capable of working 
on their own initiative to interpret written and verbal specifications whilst problem solving 
configuration issues. 


The successful candidate must have a passion for business and the technologies that run it, 
as well as, advanced analytical problem solving acumen. Working with aggressive timelines 
and a full project portfolio is required. Work will be done primarily from our Manila global 
service centre; however there may be some travel requirement. 


Requirements: 


Graduate of Accountancy, Finance or any IT-related courses. 

2 to 5 years experience in systems applications consulting, either internally via an IT 
organization or externally with a consulting firm or software provider. 

Solid experience in change management and Business Process Mapping in support 
and / or in conjunction with a major IS initiative 

Excellent understanding of common industry standard business practices as related 
to ERP, CRM and E-commerce. 

Excellent understanding of common industry standard business practices as related 
to Accounting (Accounts Receivable, Accounts Payable, General Ledger, Invoicing), 
Sales Force Management (Opportunity, Proposal, Sales Orders, Forecasting, territory 
management and Quotas), Inventory Management (Purchasing and Fulfillment) as 
well as support (Cases Management and Territory Management). 


ive remuneration package awaits qualified candidates. 


ps 


Send your updated resume to manila. jobs O netsuite.com 
and visit our website at www.netsuite.com 
GIF Tower 1, RCBC Plaza, Ayala Ave., Makati City 1200 


NETSUITE 


Эһ. SS TEM. ә нл 


TechnoPrime 
For Immediate Hiring 


SENIOR INTERIOR DESIGNERS 
INTERIOR PROJECT MANAGERS 
INTERIOR CAD OPERATORS 


QUALIFICATIONS 


of engineers and management 
Need: 

Requirements: 
* Must be a graduate of Civil 

preferred 

With or without experience 

3-5 years work experience кез 

Good communication skills 

Fluent in English 

Excellent drawing/skelching/rendering ability 

Capable of working with tight deadlines. 

Broad knowledge in corporate office interior architecture design 

Committed to producing quality work 


skis 


Please send your resume and contact details to 
GOUDIE ASSOCIATES 

8IF Citibank Center Building 

8741 Paseo de Roxas Avenue 

Makati City 


“NEWLY BUILT" НО: 


By fax; (02) 887-1750 


By e-mail : ga-mnl@qoudieassociates.cor MANILA OFFICE: 561-655 


(please limit your fle to 100KB) 


MIT? 


International (4 “2 


EMAIL: mrhglobalservices(a’ 
mrheebu_personneVa yahoo. 


“Fostering willful learning and 
living well with others” 


Cottolengo Filipino 


Needs immediately 


highly qualified and well-experienced and San Mateo 


Gloria Vista Subd., San Ra 
(20 min. ride from Batasan 


English Teacher 
Librarian 
Marketing Officer 


MITIS offers competitive compensation package and 
excellent professional growth opportunities. 


Foreign teachers are welcome! 


MITIS HRD Officer 

MIT International School 
Alabang - Zapote Road 

оте Don Manolo Boulevard 
Alabang. Muntinlupa. 


Telephone No.‘ (02) 809.1616 / 809.3 
Email: csalvadoremits edu ph 


Website: 


j ASIA PACIFIC TECHNOPRIME, INC. 


is a management consultancy general 
merchandising and a consumer trading company. It is composed 


Sales and Marketing Engineer 


Male or Female, not more than 28 years old 
Highly Motivated, organized and has good communication 


Send your resume to aptpiGapttech.com.ph or 
сай at 4632 871-9629 


MEDICAL RECRUITMENT 
HIGH PAYING JOBS! 


KINGDOM OF KUWAIT. 
MRH GLOBAL PERSONNEL SERVICE! 


YOUR FUTURE IS OWN BUSINESS ! 


588-0429 
СР: 0917- 8300-MRI or 09178250324 
lhoo.comor ман GLOBAL SERVICE INC. 


“EMPLOYERS INTERVIEWING IN NOVEMBER” 
‘BEWARE OF RLEGAL RECRUITERS FOR MANPOWER POOLNG ONLY 


is now hiring an 


OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST 


With experience in dealing with children with disabilties 
* Priority will be given to those who reside in Montalban 


Apply at COTTOLENGO FILIPINO, INC. 


00) 
Telefax: (632) 942-3013 (08:00 АМ - 17:00 РМ) 
Email: cottolengoldp G yahoo.com ph 


Wanted for immediate hirint 
OFFICE / ACCTG. CLERK 
22-28 years old, Male or Female 
Graduate of business or computer science course 
Excellent communication skills, computer literate 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
23-28 years old, Male or Female, computer literate 
Graduate of computer science or business mat. 
Send your resumé to: MACROMIND 
4th floor, Bidg. B. Cyberzone, SM MEGAMALL 


The country's most 
widely read and 

circulated newspaper 
is in need of: BALANCED NEMS FEARLESS VIEN 


professionals with long 


background of excellence in management and technology. 


SYSTEMS ANALYST / PROGRAMMER 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
College degree holder in Computer Sclence or Computer 
Engineering with a business background 
1 to 2 years experience as systems analyst / programmer 
Must have work experience in Powerbuilder, MS SQL 
2000, Sybase SQL or other Relational Database 
Management System. Knowledge in Visual Basic, УВ 
Scripting, Perl Scripting is an advantage. 
Can work with minimal supervision 


COMPUTER ENGINEER 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

* College degree holder in Computer Engineering or 
Electronics and Communications Engineering 

6 months to 1 year experience on this job 

Knowledge of computer operations system like Windows 

XP and Windows 2000/MAC OS X, desktop applications like 

MS office, Open Office, Email client, Adobe Products, 

Troubleshooting skills, Interpersonal Skills, Communication 

Skis 

Knowledge in Network 


RESEARCH SECTION HEAD 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

* College graduate 

2 years experience in related or similar job 

2 years management experience 

Computer Skills ( Windows, Word, Netscape, Explorer, 
Excel, Corel Draw, Powerpoint ) 

Familiar with publishing industry 


HR SPECIALIST 

QUALIFICATIONS: 
Graduate of Psychology, Behavioral Science or other 
related Social Science course 
With at least 3 years solid experience in various aspects 
of Human Resources which includes Recruitment, 
Training, and Labor Relations 
A working knowledge on Performance Management is 
an advantage. 
With excellent interpersonal Communication Skills, strong 
Analytical Skills, and a Service — Oriented personality 


CREDIT ASSISTANT 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

* College graduate with background in Finance ог 
Accounting. 
1 to 2 years experience in Credit and Collection functions 
Knowledge of basic accounting principles 
Knowledge of basic computer operations 


Engineering, licensed 


SPITAL iN THE 


Inc 


com POEA Leense#133L810006 R. 


ге, Montalban, Rizal 


Sere yout spetsen enor атаана, 


are ay Arena orme Pr ime 
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Text us your feedbacks inquirer WP 


OLE opens registration for 
-2nd special nursing review classes 


НЕ REGISTRATION FOR THE SECOND SPECIAL NURSING 
келемі Classes initiated by the Department of Labor and Em- 

2 ployment (ole) for the voluntary retake examinations of the 
‘Segitivalent of Tests Ш and V of the Nursing Licensure Exami- 
station of 2006 started on Sept. 25. 

“> Tabor and Employment Secretary Arturo D. Brion said the 
‘registration process is expected to benefit, through the provi- 
Z'sion of free review classes, the remaining estimated 4,000 of 
е total 17,000 expected to voluntarily retake the said equiva- 
Sent tests this year. 

22 АП that a registrant has to do is to open an online com- 
 рнегапд access the website provided for the Special Review 
program, www.specialnursingreview.dole.gov.ph, and follow 
ze pertinent instructions in order to successfully register,” 
eBrion said, 
552 Registration ends on Oct. 10 in time for the review proper 
Siiácwill start on Oct. 13. 
522 Apart from the on-line registration, the Dole regional of- 
S dicis and the participating nursing schools are also open for 
Saniarual registration. 
The following are the participating schools and their respec- 
Sive schedule of review classes: St. Louis University in Baguio 
(Ok. 15-21 / Oct. 22-28); University of the Philippines-Ma- 
tagia Oct. 13, 14, 22-26 / Nov. 3,4, 5, 6,9, 10-12); University 
Spf Sio. Tomas (Oct. 16, 17, 22-27, 29-30/ Nov. 10, 11, 17-19); 
S'gniversity of the East Ramon Magsaysay Memorial Medical 

“Genter (Oct. 29-Nov. 4): St. Paul University Manila (Oct. 15- 

Nov, 18); PCU Mary Johnston (Nov. 5-11, 12-18); Trinity Uni- 

Зебу of Asia (Oct. 22-28, Oct. 29-Nov. 4 / Nov. 5-11); St. 
Spir University lloilo (Oct: 22-28); Cebu Normal University 


(Oct. 15-21, 22-28); and San Pedro College in Davao (Oct. 22- 
29, 30-31 / Nov. 5-9). 

Brion said that both on-line and manual registrants to the 
Special Review Classes are advised to present during the first 
дау of the review classes their Proof of Confirmation of Regis- 
tration and PRC License. 

During the first nationwide online and manual registration 
for the special review program from March 21 until April 4 this 
year the University of the Philippines College of Nursing 
Served as the national coordinating center. 

‘The Labor Secretary said that the participation of some 23 
nursing Centers of Excellence (COEs) and schools nationwide 
facilitated the successful online and manual registrations of 
11,272 voluntary registrants from March 21 until April 4 this 
year, about three-fourths of whom, or 8,284, attended the spe- 
lal reviews. 

Subsequently, some 13,338 of the 17,000 nursing graduates 
and passers of the NLE 2006, majority of them benefited by 
the special review, took the June 2007 voluntary retake ex- 
aminations of the equivalent of Tests Ш and V, and more than 
two thirds (68.96 percent or 9,198) successfully passed. 

Brion advised all those who have not yet registered to do so 
in the allotted registration period. The voluntary special review 
may be availed of only once, and after the estimated 17,000 
have voluntarily retaken the equivalent of Tests Ш and V, the 
special review program shall already conciude. 

For further information, please contact the DOLE Help Desk 
at 527-8000 or the UP Manila Coordinating Center Help Desk 
at 523-14787 / 523-1478 or directly visit http:// 
‘www specialnursingreview.dole gov.ph. 


ventWorx for OFW Jobs 2007 


Мір AT PROVIDING A VENUE WHERE DIRECT RECRUIT- 
z ers, foreign principals, and OFW wannabes can meet for a 3- 
Ту grand recrultment—EventWorx Company in cooperation 
Fih Sta. Lucia East Grand Mall, WorkAbroad.ph, and the Phil 
52ріпе Daily Inquirer, opens OFW Jobs 2007: A Grand Recruit 
епс and Livelihood Fair, at the Sta. Lucia East Grand Mall, 
Топ Oct. 18-20, (10 am-7 pm). 

Т? With booth spaces available for on-the-spot interviews, a 
"spacious lounge for jobseekers, a fill-up counter, a common 
Zjobsposting board, and a fully-automated applicant registra- 
Tion system, courtesy of WorkAbroad.ph—the event is sure to 
айтас: jobseekers wanting to work abroad. 

$Z A 10x]4ft wide screen will be installed in the venue, show. 
Tig a list of jobs from participating recruiters applicants, and 
Sinallers will have a full view of the various opportunities avail- 
“able in the job fair. 


‘The event also encourages OFWs to get into business, spe 
cifically for their loved ones and families in the country, while 
actively working abroad—a separate booth cluster will be al- 
located for entrepreneurs wishing to showcase their products 
and services, specifically business ideas available for franchis- 
ing, and other livelihood options. 

OFW Jobs 2007: A Grand Recruitment and Livelihood Fair 
is being supported by the Philippine Overseas Employment 
‘Administration (POEA), the Department of Labor and Employ- 
ment (DOLE), Alaxan FR, Clickthecity.com, Pinoy 
Exchange.com, CareerCare.com.ph, Trabaho.com, and 91.5 
Energy FM Radio. 

For bookings and other inquiries, please contact EventWorx 
Company at telephone 746-2764, mobile phone 0906- 
2457831, email via info_eventwotx@yahoo.com, or visit 
‘www. ofwjobs2007.com. 


gicPMAP CONFERS EMPLOYER OF THE 
“PEOPLE 

MANAGER 

OF THE YEAR 

AWARD 


The People 

Management 

Association of the Б 

Philippines recently | 

X | concluded their 31st. i 
|, PMAP Awards оп 


f Sept. 28 at the Waterfront Hotel in Lahug, Cebu City. 


of the Year; and Phi 


for Human Resources of Universal Robina Corporation with his award for 2007 Outstanding People Manager 
pine Heart Center with the Outstanding Employer of the Year Award. 


YEAR AND 


Photo shown (from left) Nicasio L. Lim, FPM, Director 


Е m 


771 OWER MAX proudly present: 


nm vae 


This comprehensive. 


IMMERHIN 


Y SPEAKER JOHN CALUB 


John Calub has trained and coached тоге 
than 10,000 people across the country іп the 
areas of sales and peak performance. Не 


mindset and will help you master the sales process irom start to finish. Тһе 
program is designed under an accelerated learning framework. giving you sales 
training that"sticks” and the power to translate learning into action immediately. 


sales training program will give you the sales champlon's 


АҮЙЗАТНЕ PRINCIPLES OF SALES SUCCESS 


+ Understanding the inner game of seling 

The technology of goal-setting and goal 
achievement 

-Тһе paradigms of top sales performers. 

© Techniques to change your belief system 

1 Releasing the destructive emotions of 
turn-downs and rejecton 

+ Time-honored principles for magnetically 
attracing more chants 


2: MASTERING THE 5 KEY STEPS OF 
"THE SALES PROCESS 


= Mation-peso prospecting 

` Connecting and Building Instant Rapport with 
Prospects 

є How To Make a Template of ideal Prospects 

* Presenting with Рада: 

+ Words that change minds 


»BMarket 
KETupdates 


camelcyfmesage. Send to 2207 
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E-mail: pi mato inquretcom p. 


JOBMARKET TRAINING NAVIGATOR 


WHAT WHEN 


WHERE 


For Inquiries 


Cutting Edge Performoncel 
Montering Marketing & 
Competitive nteligence. 


Oc. 15-16 


‘Astoria Para 


АЯМА! Seminar а Convention Organizers! 
8958058 / 8959527 / 0917-3257870 
ove Acca com gh. 


Ortigas 


Managing Organization 


ов? 
Based Confict 


ЕСОР Bosrdroom 
Makati Ску 


ECOP Training а Devt Dept 
“al 8990411 loc 116 or fax 8958623 
traning@ecop.org ph 


Оа. 18-19 
‘Supervisory Program. 


Astoria Раа 


ARA! Seminar & Convention Organizers 
8958058 / 8959527 / 0917-3257870 
ven, Arva comp 


Orig 


BRANDS ALIVE! introductionto | Oc. 18-19 


Astor Plaza 


ARIAL Seminar & Conwenton Organizers 
8956058 / 8959527 | 0917-3257870 
my) 


Ortigas 


оа. 325 


‘Dusit Hore Nikko 
Makati Сау 


ЕСОР Training & Dev Dept 
Та 8990411 loc 116 or fax 8958623 
training@ecop.org ph 


Oc. 2426 


[AIM Acced Con. Cent 
Maias Cty. 


James Төте 
tel. 632-8960639 / fera@infoxcomph 


Oc. 24:26 
130.530 рт 


RCBC Plaza 
Mala Ciy 


Powermax Consulting Group. 
Ты. 68790145748 cal Leni 0905-3354486 


Labor Relations Updates-2007 |. оо 25 


oom. 


UR Solair 
Diman, QC. 


РЫ. Industrial Relations Soc 941-6170] 
Ашу. Cesario Anucena0915-9747772; 
‘ema: ferdie.atanacio@gmall.com 


Labor Updates ond RAS: 
Strengthening Workers Right to 
Self Organization-Boon or Bone? 


сөзі 


Visayas) 


тво ЕСОР Training & Devt Dept 
лы. 8990411 loc 116 or fax 8958623 


training@ecop.org.ph 


Now 79 
130.530 pm. 


Holiday Ina Galera 
Огуз 


Powermax Consulting Group 
Ты. 687.5014/5748 cil Leni 


Top secrets of handling BIR audit workshop set 


FINALLY, AWORKSHOP THAT WILL REVEAL 
inside information on sure-fire ways to save 
money without compromising integrity. Don't 
miss this very important event slated on Nov. 7-9, 
1:30-5:30 p.m. at Holiday inn Galleria, Ortigas. 
Topics include Day 1: The BIR Letter of Authority; 
‘Anatomy of LA; 17 Соттоп Errors in Handling 
BIR LA; Smart Ways of Dealing with BIR Letter of 
‘Authority; Day 2: Responsibility and Accountabil- 
ity of Bookkeepers, Accountants, Auditors and 
Company Officials: Reasons for Receiving 
Subpoena Duces Tecum; First Notice; Second 
Notice; Third Notice; Risks of Ignoring Subpoena 
Duces Tecum; Common Mistakes in Handling 
‘Subpoena Duces Tecum Effective Strategies: бау 
3: Howto Prepare Motion, Protest and Petition 
‘Against BIR Letter of Authority — The Right 


Forms; How to Prepare Motion, Protestand 
Petition Against IR Subpoena Duces Tecum— The 
Right Forms; Secrets of Canceling BIR Letter of 
Authority; Secrets of Cancelling Subpoena Duces 
Tecum, eic. Registering for one day only is 
allowed, but people are encouraged to attend the 
whole program, 

The resource lecturer is Prof. Emy Maestro, 
CPA; Founder of Tax Accountant Society the 
National Organization of BIR Accredited Tax 
‘Agents; Founding Chairman of Auditor ng Bayan 
and author of 14 books on Accounting and 
‘Auditing. This seminar is sponsored by 
Powermax Consulting Group. Please call Leniat 
687-9014/5748 tor more information reserva- 
tion. Hurry! Call us now while there are stil seats 
available. 


Managing organization-based conflict 


‘THE EMPLOYERS CONFEDERATION OF THE 
Philippines (ECOP) is set to conducta Workshop 
‘on Managing Organization-Based Conflict on Oct. 
17, atthe ECOP Board Room, Makati ity. 

This workshop is ingeniously designed to help 
employees manage interpersonal differences that 
impair teamwork, quality, decision-making and 
‘cooperation in the organization. More than justa 
training seminar. this practical program contains 
resources for changing organizational culture. 

The competencies to be learned in this 
workshop include: understanding the nature and 
true causes of organizational conflict; identifying 


Lahorrelations updates 2007 


RECENTLY, THERE HAVE BEEN MANY IMPOR- 
tant developments in the field of labor-manage- 
ment relations among whichis the implementation 
of RAS481: Strengthening Workers’ Right to Self 
Organization. There are also landmark decisions of 
the Supreme Court or latest significant jurispru- 
dence on labor cases. in view of these events, the. 
Philippine Industrial Relations Society (PIRS) 
shall hold a forum on "LR Updates 2007" оп 


The PSTD conventionisback! 


THE GLOBAL MARKET NOW DEMANDS TRANS- 
formational changes from your organization, with 
alithe new developments and innovations. You 
may now ind the need to seek keys to getting your 
organization to stay ahead. Learn how to cope 
with these changing times and uncertainties 
through your most vital resources, your people, 

by joining the Philippine Society for Training and 
Development's 33rd National Convention on 

Oct. 24-26, at the Taal Vista Hotel, Tagaytay City. 
All Human Resource Development Practitioners 


one's dominant conflict management style; 
reflecting on one's own reflexes to conflict and 
how they have helped/hindered in managing 
conflicts in the organization; managing organiza- 
tional conflicts effectively and successfully. For 
inquiries, call the ECOP Training and Develop- 
ment Department at 0906-5552995, 899-0411 
local 116 or at fax no. 895-8623 or e-mall at. 
training@ ecop.org.ph. 

Pre-registration is required. Upon receipt of. 
registration by e-mail, a billing statement com- 
plete with full details for accounting purposes will 
besentto the participants. 


Oct. 25, Thursday, 1-5 PM, at the U.P. SOLAIR, 
Diliman, О.С. Lawyer Cesario Azucena, multi- 
awarded author of books on Labor Code, IR 
practitioner and bar reviewer shall be the Forum 
resourcespeaker. 

For details and registration, you may contact 
PIRS Secretariat: Ferdie (9416170/0915- 
9747772); Letty (0917-8917 134) or Flo (0917- 
4088790). 


are invited to learn more about this year's theme, 
"Building People, Deepening Values, Strengthen- 
ing Relationships: Key to Performance and 
Results.” Times may be changing fast, but you'll 
be bringing your organization to the top with all 
your new ideas from the PSTD 33rd National. 
Convention. 

Forinformation and registration, please call 
8139072 or 8140372; email psidsecretariat@ 
yahoo.com or secretariat@pstd.org; or check out 
www. pstd.org. 


HOF WIESBS2007 


GRAND RECRUITMENT & LIVELIHOOD FAIR 


October 18-20, 2007 
Sta. Lucia East Grand Mall (Cainta, Rizal) 


Let your job-hunting end here! 
Thousands of jobs await you 
at this year's biggest Overseas Job Fair in the east! 


has produced several success stories in the 
field of professional selling. 


Р- ` DAY 3: GETTING THEM TO SAY YES 


= 39 Power Closing Techniques 


SEMINAR INVESTMENT Log on to www.ofwjobs2007.com for details 


Regular Rate - Php4.485.00 + VAT — (Staring October 18) (а! о openings will be posted 2 days before the event) 
Early Bird Rate - Pnp3.995,00 + VAT _(Unbi Ociober 17) 


5 Seminar investment is inclusive of snacks, handouts and car pass. 


—— — tt 
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Mirr cíübank шбуршмА 

Loox ror: LENI Ш 

672 OR TEXT/CALL | 
> 


d 687-9014 687-5748 1 0905-335-4486 | 
н marcetagi@oowermasconsultnggroup Com «webs wir Dowerimasconsoraggrou com = 


This Event is 
Sponsored by: 


Register now, log on to: —— 
www.ofwjobs2007.com 
emall: info_eventworx@yahoo.com 


iN coorenaTon wm 
warn WORKABROAD. ph 


| eventworx 
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JOB Market 


BE PART OF THE WINNING TEAM !!! 
Are you IN or OUT? 


«M 


metropolitan 


Е 


АААХ RAR 


SOON TO LAUNC 


i vlla. 


Н!!! ASIANA (new 


ску / 


Philtown project) 


If you are creative, resourceful, energetic, confident, competitive and want the chance to EARN MILLIONS YEARLY, then join us as a: 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANT 


PROPERTY CONSULTANT(S) 


Responsibilities: 


> WII market and sell vertical residential properties (condominiums) 


2. Sources clenis and follow up on sales inquiries 
Z Provides impeccable & personalized service to all сіегі 


Requirements: 


Male or Female, 22 to 32 years old, single or married 
Graduate of any four-year course from a reputable school. 


Possesses excallent verbal and written communication skis 


Sales experience preferred but по! required 
Has pleasing personality and can deal effec 
Wiling to undergo extensive training 


Fresh graduates’ entry level applicants are welcome f apply 


Attractive compensation раска 


Unlimited income awaits successful candidates. 


INCENTIVES: Possible tips to the U.S., Europe and Asia for proven closers. 


ONE DAY RECRUITMENT lor PROPERTY CONSULTANT(S) в schoduled on 
загөвбау. Oconer 17,2007 fum 10.00am io 4:00pm al te ВР АРМ Corpor 


Center Pioneer cor. Sheridan Sts., Mandaluyong City. 


Interested applicants may contact (02) 631-8101 loc 7493 or text (0917) 853-8539 


« clo Tin Clariza. 


А new mining company invites applications for the following positions. 
General qualifications Include 
2"! Graduate of a 4-year coursa Irom a reputable institution 
{Gute Moraig end proticient in Microsott Оо and relevent software 
Possess oxcellent oral and wan communication skils; strong 
апаупса sls 
оу organized, motivated, rosulis-orlented and personable 
Human Resource Manager 
"Graduate of. Psychology IMA Management or related course. 
al feast 10 year experienco In Hn Management, inclucing Rerutmont 
i Placement, Compensation & Benais Acmimsiauon, Organizational 
Bevotopmeni, Training & Development and Incusirial Labor relations 
ai leas 4 years in a managomon! position, prolerably In mining oc 
Construction 
Excenont communication and people handing 8 acilation skits 
Background їп Ouaiiy Managomant Systems 
Finance Manager 
Graduate of Financa, Accountancy or related course, CPA а plus 
Al loas 5 years experince In accountancy and audit, with 3 years In 
management positon 
Rnovisoge of Intemational accounting standards 
Develop policies апа internal controls 
Lead ih the development and Implementation of best practices in 
financia accouning and reporting 
Молот cally financial divers of the business and oversee budge! 
pianning and monitoring 
.  Goveiop Treasury tunetions 
Executive Assistant to the President 
"Atleast 5 years experiance in corporate ollice environment with 
txcepional fica and administration skiis 
Prepare and coordinate moet ләде, prepara agenda lor Board meetings 
Project monitoring and coordination 
{alse win Feld offce/s as nocossary for coordination of regular 
‘Updates and reporing 
Сат work онгсїуөуү with minimal supervision 
Human Resource Supervisor - Field Operations 
Ii ваз! 5 years experienco in HR management, prelerebly Industrial 
background 
Handle day-to-day НЯ issuos In ілді eating 
Азды Haad Осе formulation and updating of HF policies а procedures 
(трепел and monitor company НА policias & procedures 
Handle recruliment and placement ol fld personnal In coordination 
with Нега Ошсе HA 
+ Possoss excellant people handing 8 laclitson skis 
Administration Manager - Field Operations 
' leas 5 years exparence m ватна, prlraly usa background 
Works colacoratvly wih colleagues, wit strong eal management skile 
Demonstrated success 1n planning, controling and organizing and 
ompleling complex tasks and тире aeminttatve functions 
Cost Accounting Staff - Field Operations 
* Graduate of Finance, Accountancy or related course, CPA a plus 
1 M least 3 yours experionce in professional audit апа accounting 
tosrence, icucing боонор. cos accounting and попоп accountng 
Background п preparatin ol VAT. SSS. Pineal ax and WHT remttnces. 


Please submit your resume to: applyhtdmanager@gmall.com 


with clients 


(monthly allowance plus commissions), 
Continuous training program, fast paced career growth and exciting opportunities for 


WANTED 
FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 


PROJECT ENGINEER 
Qualitications: 
* Mae 
Licensed Chal Engineer 
* With above average to high scholastic achievements 
1 Wit at east ће (5) years experience on roads and bridges constuction 
2. Knowiedgaabla on constuction equipment maintenance 
{Proficient in рот oral and writen communication 
1 пекаре, asull-onanted and can work under extreme pressure 
* Computer iterate 
* 2510 40 years old 
* Salary range P20,000.00 - P50,000.00/month depending on experience 
2. wing to accept assignment within Region XI 


HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANICS 
Qualifications: 
сш 
30 o 40 years od 
yat laast ve (8) years experonce on heavy equipment repair and 
Tehabilialonwora >. i ү" à 
flant resutrorianted and can work undor pressure 
Salary range P12,000.00 - 2000000 тогі! depending оп experience 
Wing o accopt assignment ніна Regon X 
Interested аррісапе пау send tor resumé to 


‘The Manager 

Unicon Buigers, Ino. 

ат Uncle Mark Bldg. Quimpo Blvd. 
Ecoland, Matina, Davao Ciy 

Tel Nos. 297-8364 and 297-7116 


Inquire about the JobMarket 
package at 897-8808 loc 514. 


юв 


Find acoreerin here 


SALES MANAGER(S) 


Responsibilities 


> Monitors and measures 
forecasts, plans and target 


=" Responsible for leading and motivating in-house sal 
lam 10 meet targeted sales-quolas of tho company 
los team activites & 


Responsibilities: 


ch as sale’ 2 ewe 


Requirements 


> Develops and Implements sales strategies and conducts ба 


Мав or female, 211028 years od. 
Wiha least? year relaie working experience 


los presentations 
» Coordinates with Marketing 
strategies for launching е 


Requirements: 


Must be a graduate of ahy four yoar 
Male or Female, not more than 35 
Must have at least 2 years sales supervisory or managerial 


experience 


ога sales team 


Must be goal oriented and possesses strong leadership 


E 
Can execute sales programs 


‘Must be flexible, resuits-drive 
Can work well under pressur 


pr 


With outstanding interpersonal and communication skills 
Has strong sales negotiations and motivation skills 


‘Adept in computer applications 


Sell motivated. lesult onentec 
Must be wol versed in 
Адаров 

Fresh graduales are 
License wil ba an advantage 


Respondents are requested to send their 
resumes and recent 2x2 photo to the following 


addresses: 
Via email 


pti.hrd@pt 


X be assigned to а Phitowh projet 
рым таптаа les and proper salekeoning of documents 
and sorts ай ета and extemal communications 


leat and hardworking 
and wth background п Autocad, 
алу related sofware 

coma 10 ару 


Lown.com.ph 


Via mail : (please indicate position on the 


envelope) 


апа а team player 


Mandaluyong 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 


MARKETING 
EXECUTIVE 


Qualifications: 
1. College graduate in any of the following 
fields: 
а. Engineering / Science. 
b. Accounting 
с. Business Administration 
d. Marketing 
е. Public Relations 
Computer iterate 
Proficient in English - written and oral 
Possess good interpersonal 
communication sls 
Must have Driver's license 


Send non-returnable comprehensive resumé 
with photo to: 


SPARTEC International Marketing Inc. 
Unit 113, 7441 Santillan Bldg. 7441 Santillan, 
St. Pio del Pilar, 

Макай City, Philippines 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY 
PROJECT ENGINEERS 
‘STRUCTURAL ESTIMATORS 
STRUCTURAL DETAILERS 

wih knowledge п AUTOCAD. 
SAFETY OFFICER 

win DOLE accreditation 
ERECTION FOREMAN 
DRAFTING CONTRACTORS 

‘structural eel detaiing 
HEAVY EQPMT MECHANICS 
WAREHOUSEMEN 

wit experience in construction lim. 
AUTO ELECTRICIAN 
INDUSTRIAL ELECTRICIANS 
FABRICATORS & FITTERS 
MACHINISTS 
Interested applicants may apply at 

CENTURY IRON WORKS, INC. 
209 ath Avenue cor. 4th SL, Grace Ра, Caloocan 
етші: elwiz20002@yahoo.com 


All Engineers please bring calculator 


EXTERMINATOR GENERAL. 
CONTRACTOR, Inc. 
For Pest Management. 
SUPERVISOR 
ColegeGradunte MaloPomals, Computer Менін Potent 
арал wen communeston raton, ling 
анатомо Малта” Can mork under uum. 


Driver/rechniclan. 
Cotogetovel Никола, preleraniy win Melo 
» or Genaral Сото 
Licensed Civil Engineer- MaleiFamalo 
‘opty personaly at: 
РЕ 
PangCiysTeL 90139 
Lodklo Ma Mayer, Monday 14у pom oniy. 


BRUNO'S ванвенв 


SUPERVISORS 
College graduate, tomato, 25-35 years old 
Win computer knowledge 
Wim pleasing personal & geod communication skits 
Must bo abis to manage siatt of 15:20 paoplo 
Apply in pargon with your rosume and 2x2 picture оп 
Оборот 16, 2007, 10 am 
‘Unt 209 Amborland Plaza, J. Vargas Ave. 
Ortigas Cantar, Pasig Сау. Тә, 631-1408 


URGENTLYNEEDED | 
| 3 SALES / ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES 
| $ aera, 3t an oa poet a yet 
"— 
асан 
| з ARCHITECTICADD OPERATOR 
| teres 
| — 
isc aps nc ea ter 
| PAYROLL MASTER 
Mur ag oa а 
fps es ae 
mer 
LABORATORY ASSISTANT 
E ——— 
ME 
| кееш жшт тәр sara т сатра нн О 
tao gue HE enum 
СОН 


NIHONBASHI TEI 
STEAK HOUSE & JAPANESE IZAKAYA 
IS URGENTLY IN NEED OF THE FOLLOWING: 


“CASHIER” 
" Wih pleasing personaly 
+ Сап раак Japanese © an advantage 
“TEPPANYAKI COOK” 
Win Expenence 
“SUSHI СООК” 
- Win experence 
Interview: еуі rom 300 ра onwards, 
lente Ding your resumé along wih you 
interview Venue: S08 Атаа Avenue, Маай Су 
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL THIS NUMBER. 
CONTACT NO 497-0437 


А company into the marketing and 
distribution of fragrances from 
France is looking for an 


Fragrance Division 
* College graduate 
* work experience in the 
fragrance industry is a must 
Interested individuals may 
send their resumé to: 
Unit 901 West Trade Center 
% 132 West Avenue, Quezon City 1100 


PHILTOWN HRD 
4/F RFM Corporate Center 
Pioneer cor. Shei 


[7 PHILTOWN -> 


jan Sts., 


Ability to work on problem 
where analysis of situation 
require. 

45-50 years old 

Know how to speak Korean 
language 

10-15 years experience as a 
Project Manager in 
construction 


Highly organized and with 
strong leadership 

45-50 years old 

10 years Managerial 
experience in construction 
Know how to speak Korean 
language 

‘With knowledge in project 
cost, bids and document 


35-40 years old 

5 years experience in 
construction 

Know how to speak Korean 
language 

‘With engineering experience 
is an advantage 


Male; between 25-45 years old 
5 years experience as an 
Administration Manager 
Know how to speak Korean 
language 
With ability to get along with all 
types of people 

Qualified applicant may apply 

personally to: 

KT Global Subic Inc. 

15-18 Subic Bay Commercial 
Light and Industria! Park 
Subic Bay Freeport Zone 


URGENTLY NEEDED 


ELECTRONICS TECHNICIAN 


+22 to 27 уло, electronics graduate (2 or 4 yrs.) 
- Will undergo our training program 
OFFICE STAFF 

= BSBA graduate; Female, 22-27 yrs. old 

Apply personally and bring resumé at: 
West Heaven Bldg. # 37 CDC St. (formerly 

Тасі) corner Ipo St, La Loma О.С. 

Look for MILLER Tel. 4:5: 7310231 / 7127763 


STORE SUPERVISOR / SALES STAFF 
Age 20-30, pleasing/dynamic 
personality, w/ excellent 
communication skills, 


Cost Accounta 


Female 25 to 35 years old 
At least 2 years experience in Accounting 
Computer Literate 

in айшык Ee 
CarporatefACEOUnt ОЙ! 
Male or Female 22 to 30 years old 
Graduate of any business course 
Computer Literate 


454-816: 
4 Goldon St, білік! Subd, Tandang Sora, Quezon ily 
попвупаауб кув сот sh LooklorLanlo 


College level - Call 5346687 


JOBMarket 


T 
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E-mail: workingpeoplo@inquirer.com ph, 


WORKINGPEOPLE 22. 


Text us your feedback: inquirer paw namelcyimessage. Send to 1207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Consult this list before you 
go into a consulting life 


Ma. Esther Salcedo-Posadas. 
Contributor 


HERE IS A POSSIBLE SCENARIO: 
you decided to avail of your 
company's early retirement pro- 
gram to become a consultant for an 
advocacy project close to your 
heart. For once in your life, you feel 
that you were doing exactly what 
you want to do. The new job also 
provides more time to spend with 
your young family. On the other 
hand, you come to the realization 
that the income you are getting as a 
project consultant is not as steady 
and substantial as your previous cor- 
porate job. What's more, there аге 
по benefits attached. 

Following are some tips to con- 
sider before you actually make а 
move towards a seemingly more 
relaxed, albeit unpredictable wor- 
king life: 

Set a clear career goal. Ob- 
viously, you will just end up more 
confused if you don't have a defined 
target in mind. It is always benefi- 
cial to begin with the goal in mind. 
For example, you may be attracted 
to becoming a project consultant in. 
order to allow more time to do other 
things such as community service, a 
hobby or simply to grow up with 
your kids. Perhaps, you have the 
intention of starting your own busi- 
ness eventually. Whatever it is, ry 
to commit your thoughts on paper so 
that the plan starts to crystallize be- 


fore your very еуез. 

Know your obligations. If 
you are the head of a family, you 
are probably concerned about pro- 
viding for the needs of the house- 
hold. As such, it is important to 
consider the consequences of your 
career moves. For example, your 
new consulting job may allow you 
to work on your favorite charity 
work but there are also other things 
to consider such as the education of 
your children, building a home, etc. 
Тһе needs of your family are not 


MiUSTRATION "SY “ALseRT “RODRIGUEZ 


limited to financial concerns only. 
Consequently, you may also discern 
that your family needs your time 
and presence as well. 

Make a financial plan for 
the first two years. Before 
jumping ship, try to write a strate- 
gic career map that includes your 
financial plan as well 

It may take some time before you 
сап get a good stream of consulting 
assignments on a regular basis. 
Therefore, it is important to have 
calculated the risks and prepared for 


any eventuality. Your financial plan 
should include your monthly budget 
and backup resources in case your 
work doesn't turn out as expected. 
Also try to analyze what are the re- 
alistic consulting opportunities 
available. 

Change your outlook. If 
you are used to being employed, it 
may take a while before you get 
the hang of what it means to live a 
consultant's life. А consultants 
existence is filled with sweet ex- 
pectations about having greater 
control over your time and sche- 
dule. However, the new role also 
requires that you take the lead іп 
business development or that you 
manage your time well. On your 
‘own, you would need to find cre- 
ative ways of making your work 
perpetually viable and profitable. 

For some people, there is no better 
work experience than being on their 
‘own. Ifyou have such preference, you 
ay already be considering uying itout 
аза consultant. The road less traveled 
is not always wel 

The consulting life may also 
cause sleepless nights if you are not 
used to the pace or demands. As 
Dora the Explorer constantly 
teaches, there are good things that 
await those who confidently 
traverse the dusty terrain with the 
right map and a backpack full of 
gadgets. 

(Send feedback to www joyposadas. 
blogspot.com) 


Exercise moral leadership 


“BE HONEST. EVEN IF OTHERS ARE 
not. Even if others will not. Even if 
others cannot." This was the state- 
ment that caught my eye, embla- 
zoned on the cover of the laptop of a 
participant in a recent workshop. For 
the final L-earning Moments column 
оп "Techniques for Self-Leadership," 
T have selected a vital self- leadership. 
technique: practice moral leadership. 

Many challenges confront business 
today. A moral leader needs charac- 
ter and a solid anchor in his or her va- 
lues and beliefs. These values 
strengthen and not weaken, even ifhe 
faces massive and accelerating 
change, increased competition and 
the need for constant innovation, 
changing consumer lifestyle and 
trends and new technology product. 

Common good 

During our time, we had a subject 
in elementary school called, "Good. 
Manners and Right Conduct." Then, 
we had catechism lessons that em- 
phasized the Ten Commandments. 
Many people today, think those les- 
sons are passé. 

This is the age that glorifies 
youth, technology, wealth and the 
creation of wealth above all values. 
A self-leader who makes money, 
power, and personal aggrandize- 
ment аз the motivation for leader- 
ship will not achieve the fulfillment 
that goes with true leadership. For 
the heart of leadership is the ability 
to struggle and sacrifice for the good 
of others and the concern for the 
common good. 

John Раш Il mentioned this in his 
talkto the laity, “It seems opportune 

to the great and lowly the Chris- 
tian concept of life which requires a 
spirit of moderation and sacrifice. 
Unfortunately, there is everywhere 
а hedonistic conception and ten- 
dency that would reduce life to the 
search after pleasure and the full 
satisfaction of all the passions, with 
a subsequent great loss to both body 
and soul." 

Corporate governance 

In business today, thereis growing 
awareness of ethical practices in gov- 
етапсе, The purpose isto help deter- 
‘mine what business practices are right 
‘or wrong in the light of moral stan- 
dards. Business ethics is the code of 


Tita Datu Puangeo 


morals or body of principles which 
govems the conduct of the business- 
man in the relationship with his cus- 
tomers, his competitors, with the go- 
vernment and the public. 

Ethical practices 

Adhering to business ethics seems 
‘common sense. But ask an entrepre- 
neur struggling with the dilemma how 
to deal with an internal revenue au- 
dit, then you realize that moral dilem- 
таз are not as easy as they seem. Or 
motorist, perhaps, in a rush to goto 
work, whois hailed by a policeman for 
an infraction. These are the tests of 
ethical practice. 

What are some of the best prac- 
tices for ethical leadership? 

One, is to be а transparent and 
authentic leader. The practice of 
transparency is important. It is 
rooted in core values based on 


greatest good for the greatest num- 
ber of people. Leaders believe in 
doing the right thing at ай times no 
matter the consequences. The wans- 
parent leader tells the whole truth, 
learns from the failures and suc- 
cesses of others, cultivates integrity 
and mentors others to do the same. 

‘Two, is to hire principled people. 
Hire people not just for their creden- 
tials but for their values. They are 
people who are ready to serve and 
consider service as an asset. They are 
rewarded for the practice of values. 

Three, is to build a value-based 
organization. It is a culture that 
eliminates company politics. It 
builds trust and fosters good dia- 
logue and communications. It meets 
all the requirements necessary 10 
comply with regulations and makes 
information available to everyone. 

Vicious cycle 

Studies have shown that people 
who commit fraud and corruption go 
through the vicious cycle of motiva- 
Чоп, opportunity and rationaliza- 
tion. 

Motivation may be the desire to 
get rich quickly. Opportunity refers 
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to tempting situations when one is 
offered kickbacks, commissions, 
personal loans, gifts, favors or other 
items of value. Then the rationaliza- 
tion: “I am not paid enough.” This is 
not company money anyway. 
"This is standard practice.” 

How to avoid these situations? 
Some techniques include: saying a 
firm but polite no, informing your 
boss, citing company policy and 
praying for grace to resist 

Ethical dilemmas 

Оп the practical side when con- 
fronted with ethical dilemmas, ask 
yourself three questions before you 
move to action: 

One, is it legal? Will 1 be viola- 
ting civil law or company policy? 

‘Two, is it fair to all concemed in 
the short term as well as in the long 
term promoting win-win relation- 
ships? 

Three, how will it make me feel 
about myself? Can 1 feel good if 
other people knew about my deci- 
sion or action? 

Robert Coles, author of "Lives of 
Moral Leadership" writes, "We need 
heroes, people who can inspire us 
morally, to spur us on to purposeful 
action—and from time to time we 
are called on to be those heroes, 
leaders for others, either in а small, 
day to day way or on the world’s 
larger stage ... the need for moral 
leadership is ever present.” 

This is the 10th and final column 
for “Techniques for Self Leader- 
ship.” We acknowledge all those 
who enrolled in our free distance 
learning certificate course. For those 
who wish to take this last chance to 
enroll, you may read the past co- 
Jumns at Ancilla Enterprise Deve- 
lopment Consulting, Inc.'s website 
(www.ancillaede.com.ph), under 
the News & Features section and in- 
form us of your intention to enroll 
We will be sending the test ques- 
tions to enrollees through fax or e- 
mail. God bless. 

(The author is CEO of Ancilla En- 
terprise Development Consulting; а 
training and consulting company 
specialising ín strategy manage- 
ment, leading change, human re- 
source systems, leadership and en- 
terprise training. Feedback at l- 


earningmoments@ancillaede com. ph) 


Gospel. Luke 17: 11-19 
Jesus said in reply, “Ten were cleansed, were they not? Where are the 
other nine? Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?" 


A grateful heart 
By Bishop Precioso D. Cantillas, SDB, DD 


1 REMEMBER A SIGNBOARD IN A SCHOOL CANTEEN SAYING: 
“Please say thank you.” Whoever placed such a cute sign must have 
had an educator's heart desiring to remind the young who nowadays 
may be so engrossed witha host of objects gratifying their senses but 
"unfortunately dulling their sense of gratitude. Most people would long 
to hear the two sweet words, “thank you" which could spring only from 
the depths of one's soul in tune with the divine goodness. Even Jesus 
seemed to look for such spirit of gratitude from those He had healed 
and cleansed. A grateful heart, which is a mark of a good person, does 
notexpress itself only in words, but more concretely in deeds and works. 

Working could be an expression of one's spirit of gratitude. When 
asked a seminarian why he wanted to become a priest, he said that 
he wanted to thank God forall the graces he has received and there- 
fore would want to serve Him all his М as a priest. But all of us 
have received everything we have from God, and we need not be a 
seminarian or a priest to desire and actually serve the Giver of life 
through our work and daily activities. Everyone could do one's work 
with the intention of thanking God for all he has received from Him. 
A grateful heart would certainly express itself more and better than 
an indifferent one through a much superior work performance. 

1 believe that to improve the quality of the workplace and even 
the performance of a business and company, there is need for ev- 
егуопе in the workplace to be reminded of this human trait of grate- 
fulness to God and to others. Accepting with faith the words of Jesus 
could “imprint” such sense of gratitude in one's heart and mind, 
(E-mail the author at mfvg@skyinet.net) 
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Still counting 


By Teresa R. Tunay, OCDS 


“COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS” IS SUCH AN OLD DICTUM THAT 
people tend to underestimate its power. In the corporate world 
where we are practically brainwashed to “perform” and "succeed," 
we soon learn to groom ourselves for the race, to prove ourselves 
the best, to outrun competitors (whether they're rival companies 
or coworkers in our very own department). Before we know it we 
have made of ourseives virtual slaves, loyal only to lesser masters 
‘whose illusions of excellence we share. The Source of all we have 
and ай we are is all but forgotten. 

Finding ourselves in great difficulty, we turn to palliatives and 
boosters to keep us going. Accustomed to the comfort derived from 
pleasurable habits or pain-killing remedies, we race on, supremely 
confident of our capabilities, eyes set on the prize at the finish line: 
material rewards, the public's praise, the sense of triumph felt at 
the sight of our rivals defeat. But more often than not we do not 
get to the finish line—we die before we win, because we overwork 
Ourselves to death, to а spiritual death. 

Work was never meant to kill us—it is there to bring us bless- 
ings. And counting our blessings is a master key to peace, happi- 
ness, fulfillment, love—all the best things we are created for—be- 
cause it awakens in us a thankful heart. It opens our eyes to the 
goodness in ourselves, in others, in the world, until we gratefully 
acknowledge that winning a worldly race is not our ultimate goal. 
When we realize in our depths that we and what we have come 
from a Divine Father who loves us beyond our dreams, we learn to 
be serene, leading to the healing and renewal of our whole being. 
(E-mail the author at teresa_de_manila@yahoo.com) 


Coffee farmers get 
direct market access 


IN 1986, COFFEE BRAND NESCAFE Experimental and Demonstra 
opened its first Nestlé Satellite Buying Farm (МЕРЕ), which provides free 
Station in Davao, providing coffee technical raining and the Sustainable 
Farmers with direce access to Nestlé Agriculture Initiative of Nestlé, а. 
through ts нез Procurement System, Worldwide agricultural campaign that 
Here, farmerscanselltheirRobusta promotes coffee-based sustainable 
gem ee bean (ССВ) at current farming system among other pro- 
world. ice and а grams. 
thin elghthours of delivery. “тре establishment of the Nestlé 
Tn the stations, farmers сап also satellite buying stations is in line with, 
get free coffee-farming literature е company's corporate principle of 
Such as planting and harvesting obtaining raw materials directly from 
manuals or seek advice from Nestlé its source—a practice that proves 
coffee specialists on how toimprove beneficial to coffee farmers, the cof- 
their produce. fee farming industry and Nestlé. 
“Through the years, more satelite Неге, the GCBs are first exam- 
buying stations fave been in key cof. ined physically for imperfections. 
fee-producing areas in Iloilo, Isabela, These are then roasted, brewed and 
Zamboanga, Cotabato, Agusan del tasted by certified coffee specialists. 
Sur, Palawan, Tuguegarao, Solano, They rate its physical and cup aste 
Bacolod, Bohol, Calamba, Alabang, quality according to rigid standards 
and Cavite . in three levels with Grade 1 as the 
"This month, Nestlé celebrates the Bak ere falling below 
21st Anniversary of Nestlé satellite Grade 3 is reject s 
Buyingsitons cn шаа Atte Nes set buying на. 
"The Nestlé satellite buying sta- tions, independent farmers with just 
tions have contributed much to build- Опе sack of coffee to larger operations. 
ingand nurturing ourparmership with With truckloads of coffee are guaran- 
Pipino. coffee farmers through the teed payment within only eight hours 
years,” says coffee business execu- after delivery. s 
tive manager Bruno Olierhoek. "We have to manage this good 
OlierhockreaffimmsNestl’s commit- chain in the production of coffee, and 
ment to Filipino farmers by further make sure that every party in the 
strengthening the company's coffee chain sees sustainable development, 
programs for! ssuchastheNesté says Olierhoek. 


Investing in mental health is a smart business move 


CHICAGO—INVESTING IN DE- 
pressed employees-—quickly get- 
ting them treatment and even offe- 
ring telephone psychotherapy—can 
cut absenteeism while improving 
workers’ health, a study suggests. 

Many employers view mental 
health coverage as a financial black 
hole, but the study shows that 
spending money on depression is а 
smart business move, said re- 
searcher Dr. Philip Wang. Wang 
works for the National Institute of 
Mental Health, which funded the 
study. 

Employees who got the aggres- 
sive intervention worked on ave- 


rage about two weeks more during 
the yearlong study than those who 
got the usual care—advice to see 
their doctor or seek a mental health 
specialist. 

Also, more workers in the inter- 
vention group were still employed 
by year’s end—93 percent vs 88 per- 
cent—savings that helped emplo- 
yers avoid hiring and training costs, 
the researchers said. 

In addition, intervention emplo- 
yees were almost 40 percent more 
likely to recover from depression du- 
ring the yearlong study, which is re- 
ported in Wednesdays Journal of the 
American Medical Association. 


‘The researchers have not finished 
a formal cost-benefits analysis but 
early results suggest savings from 
more hours worked averaged to 
about $1,800 per employee. That 
far exceeds the program's initial 
5100 to $400 per worker cost. The 
benefits also likely exceed other 
coss, including drugs and therapy 
тоо, the researchers said. 

“We knew before that treating 
depression makes good medical 
sense. This suggests that it makes 
good business sense," said Dr. 
‘Thomas Insel, director of the in- 
stitute. 

The percentage of workers who 


improved substantially—31 per- 
cent—or who recovered—26 per- 
cent—was low even in the interven- 
tion group. 

That was comparable to the rate 
of improvement in other studies of 
people with depression. 

The results are important be- 
cause depression takes a hefty toll 
on the US workplace, affecting 
about 6 percent of employees each 
year and costing over $30 billion 
annually in lost productivity, said 
study co-author Ronald Kessler, a 
Harvard Medical School re- 
searcher. 

Kessler has worked as a paid con- 


sultant for several drug companies, ance on Mental iness, praised the 
including makers of antidepressants. research as “а real advance." 

Two other co-authors аге em- "This study shows employers 
ployees of United Behavioral Health, benefit" from paying attention to 
the large managed-care company depression, Duckworth said. His 
involved inthe study, and own stock group supports а bill before Con- 
in UBH's parent company. The re- gress that would require employers 
search compared UBH's usual men- to offer mental health insurance 
tal health coverage with the experi- coverage that is equal to that pro- 
mental telephone-based outreach vided for physical illnesses, when 
Program devised for the research. policies cover both. 

Because of the study's results, Тһе study involved 604 white- 
UBH began offering a similar pro- collar and blue-collar workers at 16 
gram after the study ended more large US companies. Employees in- 
than a year ago. cluded pilots, lawyers, bankers, 

Dr. Ken Duckworth, medical di- truckers and janitors. 
rector of the nonprofit National Alli- æ 
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----------- PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Rustan Marketing 
Corporation 


Is in immediate need of a top caliber individual... 


BRAND MANAGER FOR A MAJOR 
SKIN CARE AND COSMETICS LINE 


Female; Between 26-35 years old 

Degree in Business, preferably Marketing or Economics 

With at least two (2) years experience in product management and 
development of consumer products in a managerial capacity 

Must have some brand experience preferably in cosmetics and skin care 
Must be analytical, thorough and strategic 

Must have excellent oral and written communication skills 

Must possess a pleasing, aggressive and dynamic personality 

Must be computer literate 


QUALIFIED APPLICANTS ARE REQUESTED TO E-MAIL OR SEND 
IMMEDIATELY THEIR COMPREHENSIVE RESUME, TRANSCRIPT OF 
RECORDS AND A RECENT 2X2 PHOTO TO: 


Rustan Marketing Corporation 
Human Resources Management Division 
(Executive Administration) 
Ground Floor Accelerando Bldg. 

395 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City 
E-mail address: jtgrajo Q rgoc.com.ph 


(We will reply to qualified applicants only) 


WANTED: MINING ENGINEER 


Central China Goldfields Plc, a UK based company, is seeking а 
mining engineer to work initially on a project in the Western Provinces 
of China. After several months on this project we expect the right 
candidate will then work at a more elevated position as Vice 
President for Mining, reporting to the Managing Director to oversee 
other mining opportunities in the Company's developing portfolio. 
The ideal candidate will have the following experience: 
Technical management experience 
= proven ability in safety, health, environment and community 
relations affairs 
underground vein development and mining 
open pit development and mining 
ore transport logistics and control 
grade control and metallurgical balance reconciliation 
operational risk assessment and mitigation 
General experience 
cross-cultural and working abroad 
© ability to work in a team at all levels of an organization 
= good leadership and communication skills 
< ability to train subordinate staff 


Agenerous remuneration package and travel allowance will be 
negotiated with the selected candidate. Applications should be made 
by e-mail to info@ccgoldfields.com with full details of past 5 
ехрепепсе. 


Our company is in urgent need for 
Business Development Executives, 
in-charge of providing customer service 

and satisfaction to our clientele. 

Qualifications: 


* College graduate (fresh graduates are welcome to 
apply) 
Female, 21-27 years old 
Excellent oral/written English communication skills 
Attractive, dynamic, witty 
atleast 5'4 
Willing to work on shifts and/or during holidays 
Knowledge of other foreign language, i.e. Chinese, 
Korean, and/or Japanese, is an advantage but not 
required 
Experience in customer service is an advantage but not 
required 
SUBIC residents are preferred or those who are willing 
to relocate/work in the said area. 


Starting compensation package is P16,000+ 
Personally submit your updated resumé with recent picture 
latest by 17 October 2007 to: 


PACIFIC PALM CORPORATION, 
6/F Ramon Magsaysay Center, 1680 Roxas Blvd., 
Malate, Manila. or e-mail to tekdg G pacificpalm.com.ph 
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Find a career in here. 


Advertise in JobMarket Libre. « Reach more qualified applicants. • Get more exposure for your ай. 


JOB Market | 


Step out of the dark! At Acquire, we bid goodbye to graveyard shifts so you 
no longer have to report to work and navigate the streets at night. 


Acquire's regular daytime operations guarantee that you can handle health 
and security concerns more confidently, supported by a comprehensive 


medical and insurance coverage. 


And because our people sleep soundly at night, they have fit and healthier 


lifestyles. 


Work with dodo, the fastest growing telco in Australia. 


Career Opportunities: 


Operations: 


Outbound Sales Representatives, Customer Service Representatives, 


Technical Support Representatives, Winback Representatives 


Qualifications: 


At least 6 months call center experience handling international accounts with 


exceptional English communication skills 


Support: 


Qualifications: 


Send your application to: 


Careers.agent@acquireap.com - for Agent Positions 
Careers.nonagent@acquireap.com - for Non-Agent Positions. 


Finance Management, Senior Workforce Manager, Quality Manager, 
HR Officer, Purchasing Officer 


Atleast 1 year experience in the same capacity required. 


ACQUIRE 


Better Life. Better People. 


. Te Transnational Diversified Group (TDG) is a Prilppine-based conglomerate of 
| dynamic and fenwardiooking corporations engaged in we divers businesses such as Toll 
|| Logie, Transporation, Shipping & Came Forwarding, Warehousing & бейімде, Ship 
| Management, Martime E-Traning, Medical Services, Travel & Tours, Ane GSA, Aviation Service: 
Ў | pre-Need Plans, Securüies & Investments, Real Estate Development, ІТ & Business Process || 
Outsourcing Services, E-Business Solutions, and related businesses. 


We are looking for highly-motivated and top-caliber individuals to join our 
continuously expanding organization. 


> With at least five (5) years relevant work experience in 
Organizational Development, recruitment, labor 
relations, performance management, compensation & 
benefits, and employee development 

> Preferably with an MBA 

5- Must have excellent leadership and people skills 


> Graduate of Bachelor of Laws, Phil. Bar Exams passer 

> With experience in Labor laws, Corporate Law, 
Industry-specific Laws , SEC and Stock Exchange 
dealings 

> Must have excellent oral and written communication 
skills 

> Must have excellent leadership and people skills 

> Must have high integrity and good judgment skills 


> Candidate must be a graduate of Economics, 
‘Management Engineering or any business-related course 

> Must have at least two (2) years relevant experience in 
the preparation of project feasibility studies, financial 
analyses, process review, business development, and 
strategic planning 

> Highly proficient in verbal and written communications 


CERTIFIED-PU! 


> Candidates must be licensed CPAs 


| > Preferably with experience in financial and systems 


audit; or preparation of bank reconciliations, financial 
reports and accounting schedules 

> Must be organized, systematic, results-oriented, can 
work with minimum supervision 


| > Must have high integrity and good judgment skills 


> Candidates must have a bachelor's degree preferably 
in Tourism 

> Knowledge in the use of computer reservation system 
an advantage 

> Must have excellent people and customer service skills 


ES QUALITY. 
> Graduate of Engineering or any business-related course ' 


> With at least one (1) year relevant work experience 
> Knowledgeable in ISO 9001:2000 documentation and 


UNT EXECUTIVI 
> Candidates must be graduates of Marketing, 
Management or any business-related course 
» Logistics or cargo forwarding industry experience ап 
advantage 
› With excellent people and customer service skills 


> Graduates of Computer Engineering or any IT related 
course 

> With at least one (1) year experience in technical 
support, PC and software installation, troubleshooting 
and maintenance of systems and network infrastruct 


idates must be graduates of Accounting 
7 Must be organized, systematic and can work with 
minimum supervision 


‘Attractive compensation packages, developmental opportunities, rewards and recognition (5% 
programs, insurance апа healthcare programs await successful candidates. 


Interested applicants are requested to submit their comprehensive resume with 2 pcs. 2x2 recent ID photos to: 


HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 
TRANSNATIONAL DIVERSIFIED GROUP, INC. 
2 Mary Bachrach Bldg., cor. 25^ & A.C.Delgado Sts., Port Area, Manila (Behind the Manila Hotel) 
Tel. No. 527-8888 or email us at hrd@tdqworld.com / website : http:l/www.tdgworld.com. 


You can now checkout more jobs in JobMarket 


Inquire about tbe JobMarket package at 897-8808 loc 514. 


re from Monday to Friday. 
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 
FORALL SITES 


Technical Support Representatives 
Financial Customer Service Associates 
Inbound/Outbound Sales Representatives 
Inbound Travel Sales Associate 
Customer Service Associates 
Multilingual Customer Service Associates 


vestrae 


pere 


Microsoft Senior Application Developer 
Microsoft Application Developers. 
Microsoft SQL Database Administrators 
IT Project Leaders. 

NCE Systems Administrator 

Oracle Developer: 

Чот onus гө. Ear денеа wno 

Suomi appiatons бу ба. 1 


IT Project Leaders 
Cisco Certo Мемо Engineer 
Avaya Telocommunications Engineers 
Computer Systems Specialist 

Мате Research Specialist 
Recruitment Marketing Specialist 
Sourcing Specialist 

Recruiting Specialist 

Recruiting Ollcer 

Language Trainers (Davao) 

Senior Sales Training Specialist 
Language 

Training Supervisors 

Language Training Supervisors 
Product Trainer 

Productvily Assurance Coordinators 


iy Planning Secon Lead 


ону Assurance Associates 
Compensation and Benefis Supervisor 
Human Resource Officer 
‘Administrative Assistant 

Sie Securly and Росес Опсег 

Site Support Officer 

Workforce Management Specialists 
(Forecasting and Serving) 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


to our valued advertisers 


PDI Kalaw branch 


has been transferred to: 


G/F Traveller's Life Bldg., 
490 T.M. Kalaw St., 
Ermita, Manila 
(in front of National Library) 
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UNITED NATIONS AVENUE 


TAFT AVENUE 


ROXAS BOULEVARD 
MH. DEL PILAR ST. 


please call 


523-5570 loc. 115 or 116 


The project, "National Assessmont on the Siate of 
mon! Bank (АОВ), trough the United Nations 

by the of Civil Delense (ОСО) ls In search of 

білгілі. Disaster Risk Management Огайо 


‘role мї ew lag rare and төлі decumeraion on deas ak manga! (ORM) / 
disaster management (OM) over e past 10 увага (1997 ~ 2007) focusing ог jor Impacts and 
тей а ood prc ЕТЕГІН 
V ihe lessons learned wil be the major Inputs inthe formulation ol the 
Somprchensive ORM Framework, The projec wil run for on T! months 


isaster Risi ent Expert / Team Leader ( r 9 months, 
Responsibilities : 

Provide the meodolony for e omolton ol he DAM Framework, including he regure Я 

Oversee revow o теша documentation of DRM i Iha Philippines and oihar coun Inthe Asian 

jonas Input into he Philppie DRM Framework 

‚О тыны corre, contain woriahopa and manage the gathering of relevant primar 

informato шуп à consensus building consulaive proc s Lond 

* pere repon of Tecommendalions irom the corsltatons as Input inio the formulation ofthe DRM 

rating ofa comprehensive ORM Framework for the Phiopines considering the following 

з ` (1) related on-going socia and development processes in te Phlüppines: (2) dynamics сі 

onraions and (3) existing national and local legislation 7 national frameworks 


‘ras to kay stakeholdors; and 
{Manage and lead the consultant team to већег tho outputs 


Qualifications: 
1. Expected to be well-versed on various aspects of DRM 


2. Should have sulliciont knowladge abou! DRM al the national and local levels 
3. Should possess project management experience on DRM 


Environmental Specialist (6 months spread over 9 months) 
"европы: 
Азан! in бе assessment ofthe previous and curent DRM programs / Interventions implemented by the 
отет bra e atonal and оса Jovel, inci беліне о gos nd Tormuiaton di he 
fecessary recommendations 
+ Conduct research on the DAM value И existing national environmental policies, programmes and 
projects and selected environmental кипове as input 1o fne ORM Framework 
+ Goneoiste, analyse and prepare луг of the esearch conduct 
тасар ааа 
ndings: 
+ Prepare reports on procedural and року recommendation 
1 бо omar asks necessary lo realize he expected ouput of е Project 


Qualifications 


"I Shan have experience i envionment management, environmental poly formulation and programme 
1 project implementation I 


Disaster Risk Management Operations Specialist (6 months. 
Responsiblitis 
Lead the design of the required consultations and workshops, to include io folowing: (1) preparing the 
зета? сеу ie resure persons and cau speci response: end () desing wih 
workshop logistics 
+ load the organization ol workshops, Including : (1) identilicaton of faolities and ensuring their 
appropriateness: (2) ensuro thal ай paricipants are invited in a timely manner; and (3) encourage activa 
Darletpatlon during workshops: 
+ Faetate he новаћора including : (1) ensuring each session i implemented in an appropriate manne. 


read over 9 months) 


the war group ‘essing end 0) easing нойатор ou 
Prepare workshop proceedings, containing the major findings: 
1 Cornu impute te he Tear eager lor (e necessary терәп preparation: 
Researcher / Writer (6 months spread over 9 months) 


fResponsibitin 


is and helping synthesize ina ndings: 


' that happened within the ten-year period (1997 - 2007) and major 
rable impact to the county n terms of damages, economic losses and 


sons learned 
2004 practices and Identified gaps: 

: i Tindi 

2 Goreoldaie Шыт learned, good praccas, denti gaps and polcy and programme inarvenions: 

1 Package the lessons learned report lor publiaton; and 

1 Do oiner related lasis necessary to realize the expected outputs of the Project. 


All application letters and comprehensive resumes should reach ә 
E: applications to the Development Support Services Се 

ine, 30" Floor, Yuchengeo Tower, RCBC Plaza, 6619 А) 
‘Avenue, Макан Cy, Tel. 2 901 0273 


ice on or before 19 October 
United Nations Development 
mus corner Sen. Gil PUat 


This advertisement shal remain posted іп vaatnda.ora.h unti October 19, 2007. 


CONSUELO FOUNDATION, an operating non-stock and non-profit 


organization that supports programs to improve the quality of life of disadvantaged 
children, women and families, is in search of qualified applicants for the following 
positions: 


Program Support Specialist for Evaluation 


Graduate degree in a social science field 

* Atleast 5 years experience in social development and in research work, particularly in the. 
field of Needs Assessment and Evaluation, 3 years of which preferably in organizations 
that pursue the cause for disadvantaged children and women 

* Advance computer skills 

* Excellent communication skills in English and Filipino 

* Innovative and Creative 


Program Assistant 


College degree in a social development field 
Atleast 2 years relevant work experience 
Computer literate 

Excellent communication skills 

Very good coordination, interpersonal skills 
Training and Business background an advantage 


Receptionist І Clerk 


Atleast 2 years of any collegiate course 

Atleast 1 year experience in performing general clerical, secretariat and office support 
functions 

Computer literate with good communication, coordination and interpersonal skills 

‘Output oriented 


Qualified applicants are invited to send letter and resumé with photo not later than 
October 19, 2007 to: 


THE HUMAN RESOURCE UNIT 
clo Anne Marie б. Chanco 
Director for Administration 
27th Fir. Citibank Tower, Paseo de Roxas 
Makati City 
Tel. No. 8480601 loc. 111, Fax No. 8480553 
Or email: jnepomu 'onsuelo.org 


A Treatment & Rehabilitation Center 
in Cabuyao Laguna is looking for 
parttull time/full time applicants: 


Psychologist 
Nurse 
Caregiver/Midwife 
Admin. Assistant & Clerk 
Social Worker 
Occupational Therapist 
Security Guard 
Marketing Director 
Service Crew 


Must be hardworking, pleasant 
disposition, and compassionate. 


Send your resumé to 
Email: algonplace@yahoo.com 
algonplace@hotmail.com 
Tel. 8092457 Fax 8092458 


The wem 


E-mail: ji@inquirer.com.ph 


WHATS INSIDE: 


What's a gorilla 
doing on a 
tightrope? 

Turn to page 3 
! to find out! 
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j Text and photos by Dianne M. Villafuerte : 


HEN WAS THE LAST 
time you looked at а * 
native dog or cat and 
gushed over him or her? 


PAWS program director Anna ! 

Cabrera tells us that by Mario's 
second year at the shelter, he had 
stopped looking up whenever there 
was a visitor. Mario seemed to have | 
given up on the possibility of having 
his own family. 


ў Most of ће time, we either рау them по 
4 attention or avoid them for fear of being 
D esl scratched or bitten. The unfortunate ones - 

find themselves either being made fun of, or X 9" > 
worse, they become victims of cruelty and 
neglect. Those who are supposed to give these 
innocent creatures love 5 
and care аге the very her, I could not éven tell what color 
ones who abandon she was because almost all her fur 
them and turn them was gone,” relates Gwen. 
away. 


Celine Quijano was looking through 
mefindhome.blogspot.com, a site put up by a 
PAWS volunteer, when she chanced upon 
Mario's profile. She fell in love with him at 
once. 


Celine went to the shelter every 
week to visit Mario. "Before, hindi 
The proud human guardian of nagpapahawak si Майо," 
Fortunately for two purebreds and 3 aspins 
some of our furry (asong Pinoy), Gwen encourages 
friends, there are everyone to adopt abandoned 
kind souls who are ог rescued aspins. "Si Cass 
more mas friendly and loving than 
than my other dogs," 
willing 
to take 
them in 
and call them family. 


Finding beauty/ 
p.5 


Seven-year-old 
Mario used to be 
known as the longest 
staying dog at the 
PAWS Animal 


" When Philippine Animal Welfare 
Society (PAWS) volunteer Gwen 3 

ез] Protasio saw Cass roaming the Rehabilitation Center 

3 streets of Pasig City, she (PARC). For three years, 

immediately wanted to bring the dog possible adopters would always 

home. “Cass was really mangy when I first saw end up choosing another dog over Mario. 


MARIO with 
his human, 
Celine 
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want your, human); 


о тоге OWEN 2/4... 
EY s ыр $ nd R $ 
ДІ wish they'd let me М EE. бут 
таззаде their 
tummies more 
often апа vice qug pm 
"Д versa.—Tristan, 1 азр) 
iÑ year old I wish they'd leave RuTH L. NAVARRA 
А " their slippers lying СБА Ure 
around so that I can Editorial Assistant 
chew on them and Беле сам? 
bring them wherever 
І go.—Memnoch, 2 


Grace M LEUNG 
Editorial Consultant 


Illustrator. 
Chiro SAN МАТЕО 
Marketing Officer 
Myene DE Jesus 
Sales Officer 
*€6000075 
THE JUNIOR INQUIRER Is pub- 
* lished by the Philippine Daily 
« Inquirer on each Sunday of 
; the month. 
+ E-mail: ji@inquirer.com.ph 
* Office address: Philippine 
» Dally Inquirer Building, Chino 
Roces Ave. (formerly Pasong 
i Tamo) comer Yague and 
7/1] |. Mascardo Sts Makati Ciy, 
Жа ү Philippines 
55 | Telephone number: 897-8808 
1 Лос. 340 (Editorial) and 534 
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I want her to stay home more 
often so we can always play 
and go for walks! 
—Ice Amboy, 7 months old 


qe 
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I wish my human would B ` 
take me out more often. 
Grassy places where І can 
sniff and explore would be 

Å nice.—Oreo Cheesecake, Y 
4 years old 


I wish Weiland would let me 
lounge around his room so | 
can listen to him play the 
|| guitar. I also wish people 
+ would stop thinking that I'm 
a bear.—Gabby, chowchow 
(not a bear), 4 years old 


I want my human to 
give me belly rubs 
and bacon strips 
more óften.—Gogo, 
1 year old 


А, Beinquirer.com.ph. Don't eed 
| re = коцул es luos name, age  ustrations sy 
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This is your own special space, 
where you can express your 
thoughts and feelings bout 
anything under the sun 

in the form of essays, 

poems, letters and even 
illustrations! 


à Send all contributions to у 


and the city where you live. LYRA A. GARCELLANO, 


We'll be waiting! 


ANBS FOR THE WONDERFUL 027%8. 0 em 7 
ан ПЛ?Д@П МЫМ? ABOUT BLOGGING | 
AND WEBSITES FOR BIDS пољ 8 YEARS OLD 
AND 0 JTIARTED A BLOG LAST догъа. П HOPE i 
YOU GAN FEATURE JA WARS POREMON AND } 


| TRANJTORABRS 0N THE FUTUR. 


| Thanks. Chino, ^ we 
| would love to see your 
: blog sometime! Please call 
| Ate Dianne Villafuerte. at 
| 897-8808 local 340 to 

find out how you can get 
our thank-you gift. 


Loma POVER TO vou! 


GUINO FRANGO 
8 YEARS OLD 
(AA, RIZAL 


Tell us what your favorite stories are from any of ihe рк 

. Jlis sues that you've read in the past weeks, months, jt * 
Ж. or even years. Send us а list of your TOP 12 Junior 
N Inquirer stories, and tell us why your number one 
story occupies the top spot. We'll pick 12 winners 
апа each will get three movie tickets to Glorietta 

{ 4 Cinemas and two Timezone game passes! 


comet 


t Only kids aged 7 to 15 may join the contest. E- 
mail all entries to jiGinquirer.com.ph on or before 
Oct. 17, 2007. We'll be waiting! 
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Holy month 


AT the ancient Al Sheik 
Nasrallah mosque, Palestinian 
.girls. read from the Muslim 
holy book Koran on the last 
week .of the Ramadan. 
Ramadan is the ninth month 
of the Muslim ‘calendar. 
During this month of worship 
and contemplation, Muslims 
fast during the daylight 
hours. 


News flush 


NOW where have we 
seen that shape before? 
South Korean sanitation 
activists will mark the 
start of a global toilet 
association by lifting the 
‘lid оп a lavatory-shaped 
home south of Seoul. 

Reuters 


À week's waste 


WHAT would happen if B 


all the trash you accumulate 


at home never gets Ё 


collected? In Baguio - City, 
the ciy X govemment 


m stopped collecting B = 
unsegregated trash for a B 
21 week to force residents to 


segregate their garbage as 
part of a 10-year solid waste 


management plan. Elmer B^; 
Kristian Dauigoy/Inquirer B 


Dolphin watch 
MEMBERS of the World 


Wildlife Fund watch as a lone 
dolphin jumps up 10 kilometers off 
Puerto Princesa Bay in Palawan. 
Puerto Princesa Mayor Edward 
Hagedorn launched the Dolphin 
and Whale Watching project to 
attract more tourists to visit the 

Ernie U. Sarmiento 


WHEN zoo keepers 
at the Higashiyama 
Zoo tied this rope, 
they thought gorillas 
would have fun 
hanging from it. But 
10-year-old Western 
Lowland gorilla 
Shabani had other 
ideas—he took a walk 
instead! AFP 


Dental record 


INDIAN school 

children brush their teeth E 
together in an attempt to B 
break the World Record for E 
most people brushing their Ё 


teeth in multiple venues. 


Over 150,000 students Ё 
from over 350 schools É 
participated to beat the B 
current record of 41,038, 6 


which is held by тер 


E 


Philippines. АРА 
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N UNWITTING 

young тап 

with magical 

powers is 

suddenly thrust 
into the role of saving the 
world against the forces of 
evil. Frodo Baggins? Harry 
Potter? Nah. It’s Will Stanton 
of "The Seeker: The Dark is 
Rising,” the newest 
Hollywood adaptation - of а 
children's classi 


Dark is Rising sequence, a 

"Series written by, Susan 

Cooper. It won the 

Newbery Award, which is 

like the Oscar for children's 

literature. The book was my 

bedside companion while I 

was recuperating from eye 

surgery last summer, and its 

fantasy setting (against my 

reality of post-surgery pills апа eye drops), 
and light vs. dark plot ("I can see! I can see!") 
made me an instant fan. So you can just 
imagine my excitement to see it come alive оп 
the big screen! 


The film tells the story of 13-year-old 
Will Stanton who, unknown to him, is the 


last of a generation of warriors capable of 
thwarting the Dark force. So besides trying 
to fit in his new school, get along with his 
siblings, and catch his crush's attention, 
Will has to travel through time and find six 
magical signs to defeat the forces of the 
Dark: It helps that he has in his corner the 
remaining members of an ancient race, 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2007. 


known as The Old Ones, who taught him 


how to use powers he never thought he 
had. 


Will's endeavor is full of 
рей, wonder, trial and 
reward, and this is where the 
movie gets its strength. Its 
visuals overpower the senses 

as we see Will starting huge, 
fiery explosions and wading 
through snake-filled chapels 
and Viking battlegrounds. 


Sadly, the plot does not 
keep true to the original 
story and changes almost 
everything (which would have 
been okay if I haven't read the 

Ө book). 1 would recommend 

watching this movie first 
before reading the book as the 
changes could be 
disappointing, despite Ње 
entertaining visuals. 


If I'm taking something from 
this movie, it's the message that "even the 
Smallest light can shine in the darkness." 
Since I'm dealing with siblings, school, and 
an unrequited crush too, I'm closing ranks 
with Will Stanton in finding my own 
self-confidence and place in the world 
through self-awareness, responsibility, and a 
little dose of "magic." 
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1 (from page 1) 
relates Celine. But Celine was determined to get shelter are waiting for 
Mario to trust her.so she can take him home: a loving and warm 
- E "T home. 

Anna says that ge Although 
when Celine put a yo xd ‚ the kind-hearted souls at PAWS are 
rhinestone collar on je j 4 Ж. 73 more than willing to care for them, 
Mario, they noticed , $ : 1 it costs a lot to maintain the shelter 
a change in him—he "T 4 ; and feed all our abandoned furry 
seemed to regain his Я Еж” friends. That is why they are fancy breed names, or come from a mall? They 
lost confidence. 311 T A 4 . appealing to those who are thinking тау look scruffy, their fur may not be shiny and 
Today Mario is x - 1 of getting а dog or cat to just adopt glossy, they may even be missing an eye! But 
Celine's constant : one from the shelter instead of take a closer look and spend time with them, 
and loyal companion. buying from a pet store. and you will realize that they are beautiful. And, 


they will shower you with unconditional love 
Over a hundred dogs and cats at the PAWS So what if these dogs and cats do not have апа loyalty for as long as they live. 
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| One (1) сору of PENES Oct. 
2007-Dec. 2007 issue gets one 


family member a free pass. 


© А group of four gets in foc 
Free just by subscribing to Spark's : 
issue package for only P360.00. 
Subscription can be done during the 
event or before Oct. 20, 2007. 
Hurry! Limited of Fer only. 


Subscription hotline: / 759-2022 


а 


Existing зоба 23, companion ала алай do 
FREE ENIRANCE. . 
Just bring your (еч Spark бола, 


*Ride-all-you~can is under Enchanted Kingdom Day Pass 
n joy, unlimited use of all the Packs cides: Space Shuttle, 
Jungle Log Jam, Swan Lake, Up Up & Away, Roller Skater, | 
Dodgem, Wheel of Fate, Anchors Away, Bump n * Splash, Rialto, 2 
дв, 4 2 nas Rio Grande Rapids, Flying Fiesta, Grand Carousel, Bumbling 
HE ТТИ jo Ки ТЕУТА : ESTES а} 3 Boulders, Boulderville Express, Air Pterodactyl, Stone Egg and 
m IMS даа А Б, э Dinosoarus. A separate Fee will be required For Xtreme Paintball, 3 
ы түт — ар Discovery Thee: er, Kart Trak, ang r Kart Trak, a 


AOR, TEM eue m гаа, MUS: TATE Se эа Se Я m recen zo ыс жынын 


f AO JE IFANE En 3 ед < E ыа SUNDAY, | 
EO EEN PELLICER hat & ЖҮН l( {OCTOBER 142007. : 
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RAGNAROK BY LEVEL-UP GAMES 


ENTER THE BATILERIELD ОР LEGENDS! VALKYRE, THE PREE-TO-PLAY SERVER, IG МОЙ UP! NEV! VELIE! S WIERD RATS END THE SATELLITE HAIRBAND! CELEBRATE EPISOUE XV: RACHEL! FOR DETALS, PLEASE VISIT HIDHENI ПАСХИ РИ 
qum. am 


THEY JOINED THE THREE REMAINNG Б 
MEMBERS: MARDEN GODSHANNER, Y 
HIGH PRIEST AND GUILD MASTER, 
REEMI ALS) ұй 
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ALL 
НАР THE VILLAIN VARGAS, PALADIN, 
GUIDE THEM THROUGH THE TOWER. 


PUGAD BABOY 


NAGARA MASAKI 
ACUPUNCTURE "YOUNG LIKOD N'YA 
S! IGNO. SA PAGBUBLMAT 


M IONO E NAG- 
HERMIATE "YUNG DISK 
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BY DAVID GILBERT 


YOU TWO TRIED SNEAKING Г WHEN ARE NOU GOINb 
THESE THINGS 8 МЕ BEFORE, TO FACE ME FACTS?! 
AND I CATCH THEM МЕР TME-! 


| ACA Ў 7, > ae |. Y ; : 
ND ER W 00 DD OR THAT'S NOT A VITAMIN, BUCKLES. ITS A 
SA NOS Au NEVER н. ME! | | BEEF BOUVLON CUBE пит 
WAS ADDED TO YOUR 
i | 900 FOR пло! “Ca ~G | 
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BY JERRY SCOTT AND JIM BORGMAN 
eer гүн cm mentem 


t| | WHEN JERENY WAKES UP 
HES EHER GROWLNG 
1 |THE, SINE ДАТ 
КӨРО ме 


э тү" = 
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BY JIM DAVIS 


Шы DO CATS 


OR 15 IT ( Were Gites) 
NC GULLIBLE? 
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BY STEPH BRAVO 


IF МУ 
OFFICE 3 2. 

WOULD LET | 3 — 
ME WORK i 1 DON'T 
SATURDAVS І Like You 

32 à ; EITHER. . 

AND PAPA 

I5 ОМ 
MY SIDE! 
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sundayINQUIRER magazine FREE 


October 14, 2007 
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You Watch, | 
You Safe 


YouTube plays online cop through a 
video docu produced by the Makati 
police which shows the modus 
operandi of common criminals 


Tue typical urbanite knows that a certain 
level of street smarts is needed to survive 
an afternoon stroll around the metropolis 
without becoming another crime statistic. 


But as the modus operandi of robbers, 
rapists, and con artists become more 
sophisticated, sometimes a little insider 
knowledge can help as well. 


Thanks to the popular video sharing site, 
YouTube, Metro Manila residents can now 
learn a thing or two about how street 
criminals operate—and how to fight back. 


2 YesTeta -Criminal eden Орегет Duga -dags Cong (The Wipedy Cewnick] . Microsoft hornet Dxplorsr- 
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Criminal Modus Operandi -Dugo-dugo Gang [The Bloody Gimmick} 
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Video don'ts: Police warn against criminal techniques 


In the segment on ATM scams, the video 


! cautions people against using ATMS with 


In a bid to boost public awareness about 
crime syndicates, the Makati police have 
come up with an instructional video 
detailing the modus operandi of these 
shady gangs and uploaded them on 
YouTube. 


Says Makati police chief Supt. Gilbert Cruz, 
who oversaw the project: "Anyone can be a 
crime victim, that's our message. But we 
need not be a victim if we know what to 
expect and how to react." The first step to 
crime prevention is for people to know how 
these lawless elements operate, he adds. 


On YouTube, just type "Criminal Modus 
Operandi" on the search engine and you'll 
get 15 video segments demonstrating 
criminal operations, from common street 
thefts, robberies and credit card scams, to 
more serious ones like kidnapping and 
rape. Each segment has a running time of 
less than 10 minutes. 


In the segment on date rape, a policeman 
and a woman role-play the ways in which a 
man takes advantage of a woman, with 
each scene interspersed with such 
warnings as: "Never set out alone," "Avoid 
free drinks," and "Watch your drink 
always." A separate segment shows easy- 
to-learn moves that a woman may use to 
defend herself from an attacker, such as 
kicking the groin or striking the eyes. 


' suspicious devices such as magnetic strips 


placed near the cash dispenser, or external 
keypads with wires sticking out of them. 


Online for two months now, the videos are 
a hit, says Cruz. As of Sept. 30, more than 
18,000 have viewed two of the most 
popular segments on date rape and a 
robbery gang, while the other segments 


| have recorded viewings between 2,000 


and 12,000. 


Cruz, who acted as narrator in the video, 
reveals that he has achieved minor 
celebrity status from the online material. 
"During my out of town trips, people would 
come up to me and say they recognize me 
from YouTube," he claims. "Bloggers keep 
sending me e-mail asking to be linked to 
the videos. Even overseas Filipino workers 
congratulated us in the comment section." 
Even without advertising, Cruz notes, 
people have come to know about the 
videos. 


If the warnings seem convincing enough, 
credit it to the "real life" felons under 
detention, who acted out what they used to 
do in the streets, reveals Cruz. "We want 
these instructional videos to be more 
credible so we enlisted the help of the 
'experts' themselves," says the police chief, 
adding that they did the shoot under the 


! direction of a filmmaker friend. 


Aside from the posting on YouTube, Cruz 
says they've also produced copies of the 
videos in DVD format. "We have distributed 
about 5,000 DVDs and more people are 
asking for copies," he reports, adding that 
the city government and some non- 
governmental organizations helped 
shoulder the cost of producing the videos. 
The entire project cost about P250,000 to 
complete, or P50 for every DVD, he adds. 


The Makati police chief says the video 
documentaries will have regular updates 
"because criminal gangs often change their 
modus operandi so they won't get caught." 
He adds; "We will come up with an 
improved version. We might also come up 
with an English version so that even 
foreigners can understand the warnings." 


Originally, the videos were only supposed 
to be burned on DVDs and distributed to 
concerned sectors in Makati City, says 
Cruz. But they decided to post them on the 
Net in the hope of reaching a wider 
audience. "| read somewhere that six out of 
10 Filipinos now have access to the 
Internet," he notes. 


Besides, Cruz adds, crime in the city's 
financial district is well under control, which 
is another reason not to limit the videos' 
distribution to the Makati area. "We're very 
peaceful here," he claims, adding with a 
laugh: "Actually 1 don't have much to do in 
Makati, which is why | found the time to do 
the videos." • 


Rudy Esperas 
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A Real Steal 


If you try hard enough, you might 
stumble upon an emerging chef who 
won't charge you an arm and a leg 
for a great tasting experience 


[11 R 
IP off!” is one of the worst things that 
can be said about a restaurant. 


At a Rockwell restaurant, | once found 
myself in Ally McBeal rage when І found 
that | had been charged P600 for nothing 
but sparkling water and tomato soup. 
"Magnanakawwwww! (thief!)" | screamed 
іп my head as І handed the waiter my 
credit card. 


At the other end of the spectrum, though, 
is the compliment that a restaurant is 
totally worth the visit even if the meal had 
cost you that month's rent. The meal 
would be comparable to purchasing art, 
each bite a part of the artist's handiwork. 
And you'd feel you were cheating the artist 
if you did not pay him the full value of his 
creation. So when | find a chef who makes 
the effort not only to heighten flavors but 
to add dimension to a dish, thus marrying 
technique with imagination, ! find myself 
bowing with respect and gladly paying for 
the masterpiece. 


The culinary galleries of established artists 
like Margarita Fores (Pepato), Ariel 
Manuel (Lolo Dad's), or Rolando Laudico 
(Bistro Filipino), demand an arm and a leg 
for their art. But if you scout well enough, 
you may stumble upon emerging culinary 
artists and not have to pay a month's 
salary for a great tasting experience. 


| found one such emerging artist a few 
weeks ago in Quezon City. His name is 
Nifio Laus and his work may be 
appreciated in a quaint little restaurant 
called In Yo off Katipunan. The place is 
small, formerly the Laus family home, able 
to seat only 25 guests downstairs and 12 
on the second floor. It would be easy to 
eavesdrop on the next table. Nonetheless, 
the small, Asian-inspired space provides a 
momentary escape that prepares you for 
the night's main attraction, which is really 
the food. 
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In Yo Mouth: Wasabi Deep-Fried Oyster 
(above), Baked Unagi with Pan Seared 
Foie Gras (right) 


| had the good fortune of selecting the 
Degustation Menu on my first visit, which 
comes with an amuse bouche. An amuse 
bouche (pronounced ah-moos-boosh) is a 
teaser before the show, a teeny tiny 
tasting plate to give you an idea of what's 
{о come. Here, the tease comes in the 
form of a Wasabi Deep-Fried 
Oyster—and it will have you at hello. The 
oyster arrives in its shell only for purposes 
of presentation. It has in fact been 
separated from its original home to be 
housed-anew in a wasabi-flavored crust. 
When you pop this baby in your mouth, it 
will crumble to usher the very soft oyster 
onto your tongue, bursting with warmth, 
only later revealing wasabi undertones. 
It's quite an original experience. 


Then you have the opening act. That 
evening it was a "Salmon Belly Roll 
Stuffed with Crab Meat served with mixed 
greens in ginger ponzu dressing." Think 
of crab meat wrapped in seaweed 
wrapped in salmon wrapped in seaweed. 
| loved the detailing and the effort. Hard 


; as this is to trump, however, | found that a 


salad | had on another visit, the Oven 
Baked Sushi Style Prawn Roll on greens, 
could steal its thunder. It is similar, but 
this time it's a solid crustacean creation, 


| simply topped with Japanese mayo and 


lumpfish caviar, yet still exuding 


Text and photographs by Margaux Salcedo 


remarkable character. 


With such an impact, the evening could 
peak early, as it did on my first visit. The 
entree of Duck Breast with a side of 
Ratatouille failed to match the highs of the 
exuberant introductions, although it is a 
fine piece on its own. Or the fascination 
level may dip, if you order something less 
demanding of creativity, such as the 
Shiitake Mushroom Udon, although this is 
executed impeccably as well. But | found in 
later visits that there are items on the menu 
that can successfully sustain the initial 
high. The Oven Poached Lapu Lapu leaves 
the kitchen still wrapped in foil and cut 
open before you, delivering a taste that is 
as compact as it is warm. The Baked Unagi 
with Pan Seared Foie Gras plays on 
shades of saltiness unique in each subject 
on the plate: the foie gras on the left, the 
shiitake mushroom on the right, and the eel 
centerstage. | found it best to put a tiny 
slice of each together to appreciate the 
different levels of saltiness in one bite. Just 
lovely. 


(continued on page 12) 
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By Mio de la Cruz 


Street scams, fraud, and other con games 


Beware these schemes. You 
could be the next victim 


Whaen something sounds too good to 
be true, it probably is. 


Thus remind police officers at Precinct 7 in 
Camp Panopio, Quezon City, who note the 
growing number of people victimized by 
street scammers usually congregating 
around church grounds, college campuses, 
public markets, the MRT/LRT stations, 
malls, and other places where pedestrian 
traffic is heavy. 


This maxim was totally alien to call center 
agent Ana Raymundo, 23, until recently 
when she lost P20,000 to a budol-budol 
gang that approached her at Farmers’ 
Market in Cubao. The group offered to sell 
her two high-end Nokia N-series phones at 
P10,000 each. With an elderly couple— 
who just happened to be conveniently 
nearby—assuring her that they were 
among the sellers' satisfied customers, 
Ana entrusted her P20,000 in exchange for 
a few pieces of jewelry which the sellers 
said she could keep while they went off to 
get the cell phones. Of course, the sellers 
never came back, and the jewelry turned 
out to be fake and worthless. Fortunately 
for Ana, the elderly couple—a decent- 
looking 77-year-old widower and his 61- 
year-old live-in partner—were arrested and 
have agreed to cooperate with the police in 
identifying the other gang members. 


As with the elderly couple, looks don't 
always give away miscreants. Some 
people think they can easily spot a con 
artist because he or she is someone they 
instinctively "don't trust." Lest we forget, the 
term "con artist" is short for confidence 
artist, people who gain our confidence just 
long enough to get their hands on our 
money. А good scammer can even make 
you believe that he's an old friend whom 
you haven't seen in years, an unfortunate 
soul who needs immediate assistance, a 
Good Samaritan out to help you, or an 
honest broker eager to share his good 


A scammer is a master of disguise. If the 
racket, as some old folks would call it, 


‚ involves banking, a multi-level investment 


scheme or job recruitment, he could be in a 
snappy barong or signature shirt, with a 
foreign-looking stranger in tow who is 
introduced as an investor or partner. He 


| could likewise pretend to be a law enforcer 


(although sometimes they really are) and 
mulct victims for a supposed violation of 
some forgotten city ordinance. A scammer 
could also be an attractive woman in a bar 
who will later spike your drink with Ativan 


‚ (a sleep-inducing pill) and cart away your 


wallet, cell phone, and other personal 
belongings. 


| So how do you avoid them? "If possible, 


don't talk to strangers," warns SP02 Celso 
Humilde, a veteran police investigator at 
Precinct 7. “Scammers strike when you 
least expect it and your chances of 
recovering what you've lost are almost nil 
because there are likely to be no witnesses 
to identify the wrongdoers." Nevertheless, 
Humilde encourages victims to report scam 
cases to the police so they could alert 
other possible victims. 


| A prospective victim is usually approached 


by a stranger who has an offer to make or 
is reacting to a random situation that the 
con artist has set up well ahead of time. 
One of the most common stings involves a 


| 
| 


PDI Photo 


to find a valuable piece of jewelry, usually 
an expensive branded watch, on the street 
and feigns not knowing what to do with it. 
Bystanders, mostly his accomplices, would 
encourage him to sell it to the highest 
bidder and would make the initial bids until 
someone else—the unsuspecting victim— 
makes a separate bid. The independent 
bidder, of course, wins the bid and takes 
home the fake watch. 


Did you ever wonder what happened to 
that person asking you for fare home to the 
province? Along Espana near UST in 
Manila, my daughter met a shabbily 
dressed man who asked her for "konting 
barya" (loose change) to add to his bus 
fare to Bicol. She was actually moved by 
the man's appeal for assistance so she 
gave him more than just loose change. The 
man lingered on for several more days in 
the same spot along España, but my 
daughter just ignored him. One year later, 
she saw the same person along Ayala 
Avenue in Makati asking the same favor 
from passersby. Emboldened by the 
company of friends, she approached the 
man and asked, "Kuya, di ba kayo rin yung 
nasa may UST? (Aren't you the same guy 
at UST?)" Visibly surprised, the man 
avoided her gaze and hurriedly moved 


away. 


man, woman, or even a child who pretends : 


Another common street scam is the salisi, 
where the victims are usually business 
owners. A stall owner in Greenhills 


(continued on page 6) 
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Street scams, fraud, and other con games (from page 5) 


a 


recounted how two women pretending to 
be customers visited his pearl store. While 
he was showing three expensive South 
Sea pearls in white gold bracelets, two 
other customers came and diverted his 
attention. When he turned his attention 
back to his two earlier customers, he was 
shocked to find that neither the bracelets, 
nor the women, were there. Salisi gang 
members victimize not just big store 
owners, but even neighborhood sari-sari 
stores. 


Dugo-dugo operators use the phone to ply 
their nefarious trade. The classic dugo- 
dugo case has a stranger calling a 
household and reporting that a member of 
the family, usually the breadwinner, has 
been hurt in an accident and needs cash 


Figure It Out 


P6.47 billion: Estimated total losses of 
Philippine investors in the recent 


Performance Investment Products Corp. 


(PIPC) foreign exchange trading scam 


22: Number of days it takes for 
investments to double, as promised by 
francswiss.biz and deutschfrancs.com 


4.5 percent: Daily interest promised by 
francswiss.biz for every $1,000 
investment 


б сомма IRE оит 
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Packed malls are 
а favorite fishing | 
ground for 
scammers 


for immediate medical treatment. Since 
the household has likely been cased 
previously by the scammer, he ensures 
that the call is made when only the house 
help is around. The help is then instructed 
to ransack her employer's bedroom for 
cash and other valuables for the 
supposed emergency expenses, and to 
turn these over to the caller at a 
designated place. 


Aside from these three schemes, police 
have identified other scam operations, 
among them tutok-kalawit, ipit, and 
laglag-barya. 


Tutok-kalawit involves a man or woman 
suddenly hugging a victim like they're old 
friends. Іп truth, the con man or woman is 


P100,000: Lowest investment in the 
Multitel pyramid scam of Rose Baladjay 


50 percent: Return within 90 days, as 
promised by Charles Ponzi, after whom a 
type of illegal pyramid scheme has been 
named 


$1 million: Ponzi's estimated income a 
week at the height of his scam 


5 years: Ponzi's initial sentence for using 


discreetly poking a sharp object on the 
side of the victim while quietly telling him 
to turn over his cash and valuables. /pit 
gang members meanwhile operate in 
groups of four or five in crowded areas 
such as passenger jeepneys, railway 
stations, and malls, especially during sale 
season when people typically rush each 
other. Gang members shove or push a 
prospective victim to distract him or her, 
while their accomplice picks his pocket or 
slashes her bag. 


The laglag-barya gang uses the same 
element of distraction, this time 
"accidentally" dropping coins or small bills 
near the unsuspecting subject. While the 
victim helps to scoop up the money, other 
gang members start picking his pocket or 
slashing her bag. In most instances, a 
gang member blends with the crowd and 
serves as lookout. Or as "stopper," when 
someone tries to run after his companions. 


It does look like the world is full of 
unscrupulous folk constantly trying to get 
their hands on your money. On the one 
hand, it only means that in the eyes of con 
artists, you have cash to spare which they 
want you to share. On the other, it also 
confirms what these malcontents already 
know: greed knows no bounds, and given 
the right bait, even normally cautious 
people will yield to the temptation of 
earning easy money. * 


the postal system to defraud people  . 
(sentenced in 1920 in Massachusetts) 


1.5 million to 2 million: Estimated 
number of Filipinos who have fallen 
victim to pyramid scams as of 2003 


Compiled by Kate Pedroso, Inquirer 
Research 

Sources: Inquirer Archives, United States 
Security and Exchange Commission 


FEATURE 


Uncovering 
Investment 


Schemes and | 


Scams 


Even the educated and well- 

heeled can fall prey to investment 
offers that promise huge returns | 
for minimal risks 


Tue bad news is that investment scams 
are indiscriminate in choosing their victims. 


Most scams leverage on people's greed, 
and greed afflicts people whether they are 
rich or poor, well educated or not, big 
businessmen, small entrepreneurs and 
office employees. 


Indeed, a cursory survey of the people who 
have fallen prey to scams show that they 
represent virtually the entire social and 
economic spectrum of the country. 


The good news, however, is that these 
scams are relatively easy to detect. 


In fact, financial market and corporate 
regulators have been active in recent 
months in trying to educate the public on 
how to spot get-rich-quick schemes which 
invariably collapse resulting in millions of 
pesos—or dollars—worth of losses. 

One popular scam in recent months is the 
foreign currency trading scheme, similar to 
the one used by the infamous Performance 
Investments Products Corp. (PIPC). 


A joint statement released recently by the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) and 
Securities and Exchange Commission 


rrr rt 


| 3. Don't trade on margin unless you 


(SEC) detailed the warning signs that 
prospective investors should watch out for. 
“Any solicitation to engage in foreign 
currency trading and to commit funds for 
this purpose should be considered with 
extreme care and caution,” the regulators 
said. | 


The following precautions should be | 
considered before placing your funds with 
any foreign currency trading company. 


1. Stay away from opportunities that sound 
too good to be true. Get-rich-quick 
schemes, tend to be fraudulent. 


2. Avoid any company that guarantees 
large profits or those that promise little or 
no financial risk. Be wary and suspicious of 
companies that guarantee large profits and 
tout high performance but minimize the 
risks involved. In many cases, these claims 
tend to be false. Normally, the higher the 
promised return, the higher the risks 
involved. Be suspicious too of companies 
that downplay risks or state that written 
disclosure statements are only routine 
formalities imposed by the government. 


understand what it means. Certain foreign 
exchange transactions can make you 
responsible for losses that greatly exceed 


| any amount you deposited. Before trading 
| on margin, make sure you fully understand 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


. what you are doing and are prepared to 


ACCEPT LOSSES that exceed the margin 
amounts you paid. In case of doubt, 
consult with reputable investment advisers 
or consultants and/or financial planners. 


4. Be cautious when sending or 
transferring cash on the internet, by mail or 
otherwise. Be especially alert to the 
dangers of trading online; it is very easy to 
transfer funds online, but often next to 
impossible to get a refund. Be cautious of 
companies that offer currency trading 
online without providing information about 
their company, e.g. office address or other 
information identifying their nationality, 
contact numbers and other relevant data 
on their website. Be aware that if you 
transfer funds to those foreign or offshore 
firms, it may be very difficult or impossible 
to recover your funds. 


5. Don't deal with anyone who won't give 
you their background. Try to conduct a 
background check of people running or 
promoting their company as a legit 
investment firm. Do not rely on the 


+ representations or promises of the 


company's employees. If you are not 


; satisfied that the individual or company 


you're dealing with is legitimate and true, it 


is best to avoid any transaction with them. 


(continued on page 14) 
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COVER STORY 


Michael V. Has A 
Prank For You 


The ultimate Pinoy comedian of this 
generation reveals what lies behind his 
many faces, and how he puts one over 
people—on hidden camera, that is 


He may look like a funny komiks 
character brought to riotous life, but 
Michael V. is nothing like what you imagine 
him to be. Take a look, and what you notice 
are the wide, animated eyes, the 
mischievous smile, the rubbery facial 
expressions, the booming laugh. But flip 
the page, and what you find will surprise 
you. 


For example, he's shy. No, really. “Ву 
nature, ganoon ako," he says earnestly, 
standing on the set of "Bubble Gang," 
GMA-7's highly rated comedy sketch show. 
"At yung mga characters ko, they actually 
help." When he assumes a character's 
personality, it helps him overcome his 
inhibitions, he says. 


аме npn. 


The very word "inhibitions" seems to be at 
odds with the wild success the 37-year-old 
Michael V. has earned as a constantly 
morphing yet impishly intelligent comedian. 
Known for his ability to play multiple 
characters with prosthetics and 
performance, as well as his affably funny 
anthems, Michael V. comes from a 
background that is nothing to laugh about. 


; Born Beethoven del Valle Bunagan on 


December 17, 1969, he gained the 
nickname "Bitoy" in high school after 
mimicking the voice of the late comedic 
actor Bentot. His family was "very, very 
poor," he recalls, adding that they lived in a 
Taguig tenement building for some 20 
years as his father Cesar, who did odd 
jobs, and his homemaker mother Melba 
struggled to provide a life for Bitoy, the 
younger of two siblings. Prior to taking up 
Mass Communications at the Pamantasan 
ng Lungsod ng Maynila, he worked for his 
uncle's exporting company where he 
designed prototypes for seasonal 
decorative items. "That was my first job," 
he says. 


It was after Filipino rapper Andrew E. 
commandeered radio with his unusual | 
anthem "Humanap Ka ng Panget" that 

Bitoy found a perfect opportunity to make a 
change. A gifted singer with an 
irrepressible sense of humor, he recorded 
a rejoinder, "Maganda Ang Piliin" for 
OctoArts Records, adopted the stage 


By Ruel S. De Vera 


name "Michael V." (from Michael Jackson 
and his middle name del Valle) and 
jumped, sneakers-first, into the rest of his 
life. 


But rapping did not contain Bitoy's 
exuberance for long. He joined the cast of 
the ABS-CBN 2 game show "Ready, Get 
Set, Go!," and got into the seminal ABC-5 
gag show "Tropang Trumpo." It was here 
that his career really took off. "That was my 
big break," Bitoy recalls. The show 
combined music, witty comebacks and 
skits in a way that came oh so naturally to 
Bitoy, who suddenly was better known as a 
comedian than as a rapper. 


That set the stage for his big move, 
assuming the post of Creative Director on 
a new sketch comedy show on GMA-7, 
"Bubble Gang." Twelve years, monster 
ratings and several awards later, Bitoy still 
holds down the fort at "Bubble Gang." It 
was on this show that Bitoy displayed his 
mastery of parody, impersonating everyone 
from President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo 
(GM Hey) to Celine Dion (Celine Din 'Yon). 
Perhaps the most impressive character he 
crafted was the toupee-topped, overbite- 
featured Junee Lee, who happens to be 
the most inept talk show host of all time. 
Bitoy achieved a new level of meta-reality 
TV when Lee, armed with inappropriate 


| cue cards would attempt to interview an 


actual guest, who had no idea what Bitoy 
would say. "The one with Pops Fernandez 
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is my favorite," he says. Не is also а 
regular on the noontime staple "Eat 
Виіада!" and provides the voice for the dog 
Fulgoso on "Marimar." 


Where Bitoy lifted his comedic chops to an 
entirely new level is on his other pet 

project, "Bitoy's Funniest Videos: Yari Ка!" | 
Aside from wheeling out viewer videos | 
from around the world, Bitoy sets up 
impressive elaborate practical jokes, going 
through mindboggling efforts, just to get a 
preciously unscripted reaction from 
unsuspecting subjects. In one perfect 
example, Bitoy dressed up as a 
manananggal (a half-bodied flying vampire) 
in bed, complete with fangs, flapping 

wings, and a midget dressed as the 
creature's lower half walking around the 
room, just to put one over a distressed 
paramedic. "That is in my top ten," Bitoy 
says. That sketch, together with several 
others, can be found on YouTube as ample 
proof of Bitoy's prowess at practical jokes. | 
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Jim Gutao Punzalan 


| extreme—we no longer go through with the 


It takes much meticulous planning to stage 
these stunts. To make sure it works, Bitoy 
says they are merciless from the very start. 
"Yung scenario, binabaril na namin sa 
umpisa pa lang. Siguro sa tagal na ring 
ginagawa namin 'to, alam na namin yung 
kaduda-duda at hindi kaduda-duda. Pag 
masyadong maraming questions about the 
set-up, hindi na namin tinutuloy (We attack 
the scenario right away. We've been doing 
this for so long we know what works and 
what doesn't. And if there are too many 
questions about the set-up, we don't do it)". | 
he says. The effects, costumes and props 
are scrutinized. "Yung prosthetic, dapat 
believable. Pagka ginawa namin at 
mukhang hindi believable, we find ways 
para hindi matitigan ng tao, para hindi ma- 
realize na peke (The prosthetics have to be 
believable. Even if it's all in place, if it 
doesn't look real, we try to keep people 
from staring at it and finding out it's fake)." 


Experience has given him the gift of gut 
feel when it comes to what the cast can 
pull off and what it can't. Of Filipinos, Bitoy 
says that "mas malaking percentage yung 
madaling lokohin, pero biruin siguro yung 
tamang term (A larger percentage can be 
easily tricked, though the right term may be 
‘teased’ not tricked).” 


The laughs never come easy, and get even 
harder now that so many people know 
what he looks like. Sometimes they even 
recognize him purely from his voice. There 
have been set-ups which were blown early, 
for example. “Once I'm recognized, we 
drop the whole thing. Or if we see the 


reaction of the first victim— ‘Uy, medyo 


! second victim." As expected, some get 


angry. "But when | introduce myself, it's 


| fine," he adds. 


That doesn't mean he takes it easy. On the 
"Bubble Gang" set, he pores over scripts 
and looks closely at the monitors, 
surrounded by lights being angled right, 
and props positioned correctly. He is 


, always perfectly in place and right on cue. 
| For Bitoy, the constant staging of one 


Sketch after another means he has to 
come up with even more ideas. He puts up 


| with arduous hours spent іп the makeup 
| chair as he is fitted with prosthetics. As 
| someone who can write, disguise, quip, 


sing and even dance his way to a laugh, 
Bitoy is the best young comedian in the 
industry today, certainly the most gifted one 


! since Dolphy and Tito, Vic and Joey. As a 


result, he's constantly trying out 
jokes—and new things. 


Having appeared in movies such as 
"Fantastic Man" and the "Enteng Kabisote" 


| series, Bitoy is excited about a movie to be 


directed by the venerable Peque Gallaga, 
and produced by TAPE Inc. bigwig Tony 


. Tuviera. As expected, it'll be one with Bitoy 


playing multiple characters. Never one to 
Stop working on his dreams, Bitoy has big 
plans indeed: "| want to direct and produce 


! a movie of my own." 


Originally aired on "Bubble Gang," Bitoy's 
hilarious sonic spoofs were gathered and 
released last year as the best-selling "The 
Bubble G Anthology." The creator of such 
side-splitting songs as the masochistic 
“Sinaktan Мо Ang Ризо Ko" and the 


The тапу faces of Michael 
V.: Talk show host Junee | 
Lee (top, left) is his all- 
time favorite character 


hilarious "Hindi Ako Bakla," Bitoy has plans 
for more musical adventures, including one 
which may come as a surprise. "| have a 
lot of compositions that don't suit my 
character, but | want to release them so 
people can see another side of me," he 
says. And there's more: "Eventually, | plan 
to put up a band. Kasi mahiyain ako, hindi 
ako makakantang mag-isa, gusto ko may 
kasama ako (l'm so shy, | can't sing by 
myself. So | want others to sing with me)." 


In one sense, he truly isn't alone anymore. 
He first met his wife Carol in college, and 
later married the then-Philippine Airlines 
flight attendant. They have three children: 
Milo, 13, Yanni, 9, and Migo, 4. 

This comic actor is seriously into 
photography and collects Star Wars action 
figures. In fact, Bitoy has a dream of 
someday publishing an illustrated 
children's book. He'd also like to exhibit 
paintings and photographs. "| want to travel 
around the world and take pictures of the 
places | travel to," he says. 


Surveying the distance from that tenement 
building to the studios he now works in, the 
good-natured trickster says one needs to 
keep moving, to keep going higher and to 
keep evolving. "You could never, you 
should never, be satisfied with what you're 
doing," the man who is both throwback and 
cutting-edge, says in all seriousness. "For 
me, personally, | haven't seen the leap 
from what | usually do. In our industry, 
mahirap yung maging stagnant. Hindi ka 
papansinin (It's difficult to remain stagnant, 
no one will pay any attention to уои)" he 
says, before going off for the next scene 
and his latest transformation. • 
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FEATURE 


By Tony M. Maghirang 


Are Pinoys Too Trusting, Too Greedy, or Both? 


A sociologist claims that scams 
flourish because we're too trusting, 
rely too much on family ties, watch 
too many TV game shows, and 
believe in instant gratification 


Gp 

HERE's one born every minute," 
circus owner Р.Т. Barnum is believed to 
have said of suckers. Indeed, with tabloid 
accounts, neighborhood gossip and friends 
telling similar stories, one wonders why 
scams still continue to claim victims. 


That's because victims don't know any 
better, says Police Superintendent Rogelio 
"Jojo" Rosales Jr., presently station 
commander of Ermita Police Station 5. Add 
to that the fact that con artists know just 
how to exploit the "quick buck" mentality of 
ordinary citizens, says this officer who has 
23 years of experience on the ways of 
Street crimes and petty rackets. 


Human nature also has a lot to do with 
crime statistics, notes P/Supt Rosales. 
"Let's face it, street scams like budol-budol 
or pulot-pulot capitalize on greed. It's 
human nature to be attracted to the 
promise of an instant windfall, even one 
coming from a patently ridiculous 
proposition. And the dirty deal gets done 
so fast that the victim won't even know, 
until it's too late, that a scam has been 
pulled on him." 


The few cases filed at the police station 
also show that victims do not fall under the 
generic classification of "tatanga-tangang 
probinsiyano (country bumpkin)." Even city 
slickers and working professionals fall hard 
on a scam. 


"To limit the chances of getting ripped off 
big time on the street, don't talk to 
strangers," advises the police commander. 
"Don't get too friendly with people you've 
met for the first time. They may just be 
taking you for a ride. In the end, you may 
lose more than the money or jewelry that's 
been sweet-talked out of you." 


The sweet deal that's too good to be true is 
one way of bringing down our natural 
distrust of strangers, observes Dr. Czarina 
Saloma-Akpedonu, chairperson of the 


Trust in TV: Game 
shows capture 
imagination and 
desperation 


at the Ateneo de Manila University and 
president of the Philippine Sociological 
Society. The doctor argues that people 
build trust based on shared values, 
similarities, and common experiences. 
Filipinos trust family, relatives and friends 
above all. "We celebrate the fact that we 
as a people are family-oriented, kapamilya 
o kapuso!" she expounds. 


' "This notion is true especially for older 


people and those living in the rural areas. 
They still have the idea that family and 
everybody else are their friends," says 
Akpedonu. 


She adds, “But as society becomes more 
complex, we encounter people who are no 
longer part of the traditional notion of 
family or friends. And yet, some people 
still accommodate strangers to a fault 
because they transport their old trusting 
ways into a new changed setting. They 


; have to understand that the bigger, wider 


world is intruding into their lives and that 
not everyone is family, relative or friend.” 


This has both positive and negative 
consequences. Akpedonu contends, for | 
instance, that if our leaders would think 

only of the good of their families and 

friends, then they would leave out the rest 

of society. ) 


On the other hand, extension of familial 
trust towards strangers makes gullible 
Citizens easy prey to even the simplest | 
scams. Some cons start out with the 
perpetrator introducing himself as a 
province-mate struggling in the big city or 
having close ties with the rural community 


This may be one reason why the 
stereotypical "tangang probinsiyano" has 
become constant fodder in stories about 
urban scams and con games. 


The ingrained trust in others is worsened 
by some store of cunning that people have 
as a survival mechanism. These two 
factors guarantee that a scam can be 
sprung successfully. 


To launch a scam, the con artist has to 
first gain the victim's attention and trust. A 
wad of cash and the glitter even of fool's 
gold are enough incentives for natural- 
born greed to surface in any decent 
individual. 


Akpedonu also points to the social 
environment as a motivation for people to 
take the easy way to earn money, which 
often manifests as a blatant expression of 
greed. She notes, "Society itself 
celebrates instant gratification. You don't 
have to work hard to make money. Just 
buy a lotto ticket or queue up for noontime 
game shows and money is right there. 
Money seems available and accessible! 


"People are not naturally greedy. TV game 
shows and illegal gambling, however, are 

social structures that support the opposite 
view." 


The demands of today's globalizing 


, Society, which requires people to meet 


others outside their circle of trust in order 
to function well, should also be 
considered. No man is an island, 
especially in the networked present. This 


Department of Sociology and Anthropology 


where the prospective scam victim is from. (continued on page 12) 
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“Му Оуагу, 
My Worry’ 


People need to understand that 
it's personal. When a married 
woman in her forties has no child, 
it's probably by choice. Or she 
can't have one. So tread lightly. 


A FLEETING pregnancy, the doctor 
called it. Sigh. Must have been going 
through it for the last three years—making 
babies, some of whom don't even make it 
past the first month. In the meantime, 1 
see babies everywhere: on Ainslie street, 
women trying to rein in two, three toddlers 
while pushing another in a carriage, 
maybe even having one more on the way; 
a teen mom in the washroom at Borders 
changing her child, herself still a baby; at 
the Kimball station, on the Lawrence bus, 
babies, babies, babies everywhere, even 
in my sleep. They haunt me, taunt me, 
reach out their tiny hands, smile, look at 
me with their big puppy eyes as if they 
know this about me—that | am 
haunted—that | have ghosts of babies 
inside me that never came to be. 


My friend Riza calls it a window of 
opportunity. | call it a crack, a sliver of a 
chance. What did | expect? | am not Holly 
Hunter, having her twins at 48 like this is 
the most natural thing in the world. | never 
wanted them, never even thought I'd want 
to have anything to do with them. Fine, so 
І adore them, as long as they don't cry ог 
pee or poo or whatever it is babies do to 
unknowingly annoy you. Yes, | thought 
they're the most wonderful thing, too, as 
long as they weren't mine! I'd give a wet 
child to her mother faster than you could 
say tickle-me-Elmo. 


| remember in college, when my friends 
were all plotting a future with one or two 
babies in some imaginary crib even before ; 
they could find a suitable donor or life | 
partner if you will, | was thinking of all the | 
possible arguments not to have one. 

Marcos was still in power then, and | was 
a budding activist, learning about the 
necessity of inverting the triangle, going to 
immersions in the mountains among 
indigenous people or among the urban 
poor and fisher folk, face to face with all 
the reasons why it was not fair for a child 
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Sensitive space: Pregnancy can be a choice or a crisis 


to be born. After all, human beings are the 
only species who would kill and oppress 
their own kind to gain or maintain obscene 
wealth and power. 


And then | turned 40. I've regained my 
faith in "man"kind, both the gender and 
humanity. | don’t know what it was. It 
couldn't have been my biological clock; | 
thought that one had lost its tick way back 
when. | just felt ready somehow. | wanted 
to have a child with my gay partners G 
and K, and we started talking about the 
logistics of it. But before we could even 
execute the deed, whether it was to be 
with a turkey baster or other 
unconventional means, | fell in love with a 
man. Of course when | say that, he 
corrects me and says, “not just a man, 


The Man." What can І say, the man made 


me laugh. And he is great with kids. 


Three years and a few miscarriages later, 
we're still trying. Baby showers still make 
me wanna puke (not that they didn't 
before), and seeing pregnant 


| acquaintances still stir up feelings of 


inadequacy somehow. Of course, it 
doesn't help when old worn aunties come 
up to you, touch you with their wrinkly 
hands, hands that have nurtured babies 
into toddlers—their own and their 


| children's—and whisper in your ear, 


"Nothing's quite like having your own," 
when you so much as suggest that hey, 
we're open to adopting. 


І never thought | would one day become 


By Lani T. Montreal 


an expert on the issue of infertility. | ought 
to write an article about it and | think | will. 
Perhaps when l've gotten over it, either 
physically or emotionally (or yes, even 
mentally). Sometimes, the stress is more 
external than internal, really. It's insensitive 
relatives asking you when you're going to 
have a baby like it's within your control. 
Like you can take some magic pill and be 
pregnant the next day. (Believe me, I've 
tried some.) Or friends with kids who just 
don't think before opening their mouths. 1 
know they only mean well but, as they say, 
the road to hell is paved with good 
intentions. 


My friend Anna sent me a URL of an article 
by an author who expresses the same 
sentiments, and she has come up with a 


, quick retort to such people: "Hands off my 


belly!" Well, | came up with a few of my 
own: "Don't query us about our uterus"; 
"My ovary, my worry"; or "Let's see, when | 
have sex with my spouse tonight, there's a 
50-50 chance | will be pregnant next month 
(maybe less), and then another 50-50 that I 
will keep it." Or here's a nasty one: "Womb- 


| doom to you, too." 


People need to understand that it IS 


| personal—that when women past 30 have 
no kids of their own, then maybe it's an 


individual choice or they simply couldn't 
have one. So do tread lightly. After all, they 
don't come up to you and ask what it is you 
had to give up in order to give your 
child/children a decent life, do they? Ouch. 
Now that hurt, didn't it? + 
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SUDOKU 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on a 9x9 grid with 
several given numbers. The object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 
in the empty squares so that each row, each column and each 
3x3 box contains the same number only once. The difficulty level 
of the Conceptis Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 


Conceptis Sudoku 


Difficulty Level e de de e 


A Real Steal (from page 4) 


Dessert is less high impact, bringing the 
show to a gentle, gradually tapering ending 
instead of a bang, but the commitment to 
creativity is nonetheless present: blueberry 
cheesecake plays with tofu while a creme 
brulee plate offers an extra two twists to 
the classic—coffee and chocolate flavoring. 


Wining is not the practice, although basic 
reds and whites are available should you 
please. The service staff could be provided 
more knowledge on the contents of the 


By Dave Green 


Answer to previous puzzle 
PDI, 0 
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Answers оп PDI Oct. 15 issué 


plates they set on the table, which they 
should share with pride, given the talent of 
the chef, instead of resorting to a sad 
"ewan (don't know)" when asked. 
Nonetheless, elegant touches are present 
everywhere: from the furniture, such as the 
beautifully converted sewing machines, to 
the food, like the sun-dried tomatoes in the 
tomato soup. The overall experience 
translates to a wonderful escape and for 
just P350 for the main courses on average 
(the degustation menu is around P900 
exclusive of tax), the meals are a steal. 


| The biggest revelation of In Yo is that the 


Are Pinoys Too Trusting, Too Greedy, or Both? (from page 10) 


increases the risk of being the object of a 
scam. 


Says the Ateneo sociologist: "You have to 
go out and engage the wider society to 
survive, but you have to be street smart to 
protect yourself from harm. Being street 
smart means you are able to engage 
others in different ways." 


And there lies the rub, she adds. "You can 
only be street smart if you become a 
Citizen, a person who does not think only of 
himself. You also need to learn from 
experience the values of a certain group or 
community that you find yourself in. Then 
you need to reflect on your experiences. 
Sadly, we are a country that doesn't think 
too much of what has happened. We don't 


ELT 


process good or bad things that happen to 
us." 


She adds that it helps if the social 
environment enables us to think beyond 
immediate family and friends. It allows us 
to perceive the similarities and 
dissimilarities of people in our midst. Such 
perception may һеір weed out deceitful 

| individuals in any crowd. 


Mass media and schools can help us think 
beyond ourselves as well. In the first place, 
the information they provide can guide us 
in the methods of a con even before it gets 
going. Read, watch or listen closely to the 
news. Forewarned is forearmed. 


In connecting with unfamiliar faces, 
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Erratum: 

In the article "Auction Heroes," (SIM, Sept. 30, 2007) 
the eBay |.D. of Czarina Flores was incorrectly given as 
czari. Her correct eBay 1.0. is czayuri. SIM regrets the 
error. 


chef is just a kid: Niño Laus is only in his 
twenties. So you should try him out now 
before he hits his prime and starts charging 
us the digits he deserves. * 


In Yo. #66 Esteban Abada St., Loyola 
Heights, QC. (From Katipunan, turn right 
on McDonalds, right on E. Abada (first 
corner). T 928-6459 M 0927 874 2611 E- 
mail іп уо06(фуаһоо.сот . Major credit 
cards accepted. Parking available inside. 
Reservations not required but highly 
recommended. Handicap accessibility on 
the ground floor. 


Akpedonu: "Be street smart." 


Akpedonu warns, don't let your survivor 
instincts down. There may be more to the 
sweet talk that's being rammed down your 
gullible self. It's your call. • 


BROWSER 


CauroRNiA, USA—The 
little boy picks himself up on 
unsteady feet and takes a few 
unsure steps, before he falls 
again. My eyes light up with joy 
and | break into a smile as | 
look at my youngest grandson, 
Nicco, learn how to walk. 


"OMG! (read Oh my God!) He's 
walking!" | type into the 
message box on my Yahoo 
Messenger, while looking at the 
small video in a corner of the 
computer. Chatting with my 
daughter in California from an 
internet café in Manila is the 
highlight of my week. | specify 
lo the technician, "with a 
webcam" when | choose the 
computer. | then invite my three 
daughters—one in California, 
another in Arizona, and the 
other in Texas—to a 
conference where they have 
set up their webcams and 
speakers on the other end and 
we all see and talk to each 
other as if we were all together! 


Гат there on highlights like my 
grandson taking his first steps. 
Or to see my oldest grandson 
Xavi in his Halloween mask. | 
try to look scared when he 
Says, "Look at this, Meh" (short 
for Mommy, as my 
grandchildren call me) as he 
makes blood drip from his 
mask. | am there on birthdays, 
joining in the birthday song and 
watching my grandkids blow 
candles on the cake. | am there 
on Christmas to watch them 
open the presents | sent them. 
And to bask in that warm 
feeling when they say, "Thanks 
Meh. We love you." 


The wonder of technology 
takes globalization to a new 
level and creeps into the living 
room where the family bonds 
and nurtures, thousands of 
miles apart. 


І used to think my life as a 
grandmother would pretty much 
be like my mother's. Sundays 
the married children bring the 


Family Ties on the Web 


The seemingly cold world of complicated technology has 
brought back the warmth of family in an empty nest 


| grandkids to visit. Or | could 
visit my grandchildren anytime. 
But by 1994, when my three 

і daughters had left the country, | 
| found myself face to face with 
the reality of the empty nest 

| syndrome. 


It was on a visit of one of my 
daughters when | was 
introduced to text messaging. It 
| took a while for me to learn to 
i work my cellphone with just my 
thumb. | used to hold the phone 
with my left hand and type with 
| my right. It took me so long to 
| reply to messages from my 
daughters that they ended up 
calling me to ask, " Why aren't 
you replying, Meh?" And | of 
| course would say, “I am; it just 
takes me so long to type a 
message." Finally, | got the 
hang of it before my long 
distance calls to my daughters 
could send to the poorhouse. 


My eldest daughter enrolled me 
in a basic computer class 
before | could say no. So | 
learned Word and Excel, and 
most enjoyable of all, the world 
of electronic mail! 


| have expanded my 
| vocabulary to include lol (laugh 


Oniline оа: Net fosters closer ties 


out loud), brb (be right back), 


: idk (I don't know), fyi (for your 
: information), omg (oh my God), 
| isnf (it's so not fair), among 

| others. 


Not only can we "chat" on the 
Internet using the keypad, there 
is the wonder of voice mail! 
receive my daughters' voice 


| messages even when | am not 
| logged on, and check it at a 
| later time—much like an 


answering machine on the 
phone. We can do the same 
thing on our cellphones. 


| When | first joined the grandma 


club at age 54, | got and printed 


į out the first photo of my first 
grandchild, Xavi, from my 
| daughter's e-mail, all the way 


from the Hague in the 
Netherlands. | marveled at this 


| technology! And | felt so 


empowered to be part of it. 


On one trip to California to be 


| with my second daughter for 
j the birth of her first baby, my 


son-in-law gifted me with my 
first digital camera, a Canon 
Powershot А60. Not only could 
| take still pictures, | could take 
video shots with sound! Oh | 
had a field day recording 


By Sylvia G. Hubilla 


almost every move my new 
granddaughter made. Then | 
could immediately view the 
photos from the camera itself, 
or from the television screen 
using a royal cord. Best of all, | 
learned how to download the 
pictures from the camera's 
memory card and save them 
into the computer using a USB 
attachment or a card reader. 
Now | can view these photos 
over and over again when | am 
back in the Philippines. 


Now 61 and a grandma five 
times over, | find that | need 
more and more time on the 
Internet. And the time 
difference in our locations has 
made Internet café conferences 
difficult, if not next to 
impossible. So | had a DSL 
connection installed and now | 
can listen to and watch four- 
year-old Gianina sing me a 
song from High Schooi Musical, 
have a real conversation with 
six-year-old Maite, and listen to 
3-year-old Rocco sing me 
“Happy Birthday,” no matter 
how late, in the privacy of my 
living room. 


My phone bill? Oh, I've learned 
to call my daughters for free 
from my computer, using (get 
ready for this) VOIP, or voice 
over Internet protocol. | love 
using big sounding technical 
words! And although | still miss 
the warm, little hugs and wet 
kisses from my five 
grandchildren, the seemingly 
cold world of complicated 
technology has brought back 
the warmth of family in my 
empty nest. 


Oh btw (by the way), this 
grandma makeover story 
doesn't end here. | am now 
finally with my daughters and 
grandchildren in the US as of 
March this year. But since they 
are spread out across three 
states, | still use the Internet to 
keep in touch with all of them, 
and with family back in the 
Philippines. Women's Feature 
Service 


BROWSER 


LIGHT is the natural 
ally of artists and 
photographers, but 
Everyday Light is 
more than that. It is 
about being acutely 
aware of the 
movement of light, its 
diversity and 
сопвіапсу, and being 
mindful of its outer 
and inner forms. 
Such is the theme of 
photographer Denise 
Weldon's ongoing 
exhibit at the 
silverlens gallery in 
Makati. 


Go to th e | ig ht The exhibit, which runs until November 10, 
is about Everyday Light, the pauses of 

breath and light occurring a thousand-fold 

during the course of a day. This state is 


it is from this state that Weldon's images 
come. Everyday Light is also about being 
grateful for the pauses in life that allow us 
to be spectators of the beauty that abounds 
in the everyday. 


As a part of the Saturday gallery events for 
the exhibit, Weldon will be giving an "Artist 
Talk" on October 20, from 1 to 3 p.m. On 
November 2, from 2 to 5 p.m., David 
Mercado will be teaching "Prana Yoga as 
Creative Exercise," and Anabel Alejandrino 
will be discussing "The Artist as Natural 
Meditator." On the last day of the exhibit, 
from 3 to 5 p.m., Rose Yenko will talk about 
"The Creative Process: Drawing from the 
Well Within." 


Silverlens gallery is located at 2320 Pasong 
Tamo Extension, Warehouse 2, Yupangco 
Building, Makati. Gallery hours are 10 to 7 
p.m., Mondays to Fridays and 1 to 6 p.m. 
on Saturdays. For more information, call 
8160044 or email 


| often referred to as that of the witness, and 


manage@silverlensphoto.com. 


Uncovering Investment Schemes... (from page 7) 


6. Always keep or retain a copy of the 
contracts, agreements, documents or 
receipts issued by companies that claim to 
be in foreign currency exchange 


event involving legal action. A printout of 


мезетте Ден emeen = ушал em hme petet ginti 


Safe and Sound 


THE Securities and Exchange 
Commission offers a few easy self-help 
steps for prospective clients who are 
seriously thinking of investing their 
money: 


тро У 


* "If you come across any investment 
offer by phone, e-mail, flyers, newspaper 
ads, or directly by any person, or by any 
other means, you must ask questions to 
protect yourself and your money," the 
regulator says on its website. 


* The first step is to get the name of the 
person and the company making the 
offer, and their addresses and telephone 
numbers. The phone number should be 
a landline. "Do not accept mobile phone 
numbers," the SEC stresses. "The 
owners cannot be traced." 
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the page of the website alone may not 
always be acceptable or sufficient as 
evidence of the transaction. 


coat Ааьс eee Pr Mta ut cit ARA, 


license to engage in activities which 

require a secondary license. Always 

inquire as to whether or not the company 
| had been authorized or licensed to 


T. Contact the regulatory agencies. Please | undertake the above enumerated activities. 
bear in mind that the mere issuance by the 
investments. This is especially useful іп ап | SEC of a certificate of incorporation to a 
company does not include a permit or 


Verification can be made with the proper 
| government agencies. * 


AERA ENE NS ne et OT tria 


* Check with the SEC and bear in mind 
[that] an SEC company registration does 
not grant authority to sell investment 
instruments, such as securities, bonds, 
commercial papers, or similar financial 
instruments. 


* Do not be "tricked or tempted by offers 
of promissory notes or post-dated 
checks which will be issued in your favor 
to allegedly ensure the payment of 
earnings and the reimbursement of 
[one's] investments." * 


Inquiries about suspicious investment 
schemes may be coursed through the 
SEC's market regulation department at 
721-5058 or the BSP's supervision and 
examination department at 524-7011 
local 3017 or 523-2582. 
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BROWSER 


No more excuses 


THE hardest part was keeping 
a straight face amid the Kris- 
speak that a group of fellow 
volunteers engaged in while 
painting a mural. "Ay, my arms 
are so ngawit na. Let me phone 
my driver so he can make me 
palit. He's not doing anything 
naman." 


Stop it, we tell ourselves, 
suppressing a smirk. These 
ladies could very well be 
painting their nails instead of 
being out here under overcast 
Skies, risking stains on their 
linen pants and shirt. And they 
can't help being rich, you 
beeyetch! 


If it sounded like we're 
grousing, it's probably because 
we needed to find something to 
pick on. After all, doing 
volunteer work was supposed 
to feel like a sacrifice, and here 
we were, having a rollicking 
good time painting a mural on 
the wall of the Asilo de San 
Vicente de Paul orphanage as 
a gift for its 120th anniversary. 
And there was free lunch, too! 
Hmmm, highly suspicious. Isn't 
the Catholic dictum supposed 
to be, "If it feels good, it must 
be bad"? 


The folks at Hands-On Manila 
Foundation Inc. have 
apparently never heard of this. 


With infectious good cheer, 
they plan to celebrate the spirit 
of volunteerism with a day-long 
service marathon they dub as 
Servathon. Scheduled for 
October 26, Servathon brings 
together do-gooders from 16 
companies—Accenture, АтЕх, 
ВРІ Foundation, Coca Cola 
Foundation, Eon, HSBC, the 
Inquirer, Thomson Financial, 
Rockwell Land, Chevron, JTI, 
Ateneo Law School Batch '85, 


| Central Azucarera de Don 
: Pedro, Cibo, Globe Telecom 


and Shell Philippines—for a 


' spot of community service. 


Taking off from last year's 
success, this second Servathon 


; hopes to gather 540 volunteers 


to accomplish 19 projects, 
among them building homes 
and school libraries, mural 
painting, gardening, and 
landscaping for public schools 
and charity institutions. 
"Volunteering is not limited to 
the rich," says Servathon 2007 
chair Junie Del Mundo. "Giving 


: time is not expensive. Instead 


of going to the mall, why not do 


; Some community project?" 


| Hands-On Manila also offers 
| flexible volunteering 


opportunities, depending on 
one's available time and 
inclination, he adds. "Just tell 
us how much time you have, 


Hands big and small volunteer to make a difference 


how many you are if you're 
volunteering as a group, and 
what skills you have. We'll 
match that with a project or 
activity that you can do," 
assures Del Mundo. He recalls 
how the FEU Tamaraws 
volunteered to play basketball 
with prisoners, while a group of 
students who had two hours on 
their hand were asked to paint 
the oars of a dragonboat team. 


From last year's theme of "Be 
the change,” this year's 
Servathon moves on to the 
theme, "| am the change." And 
for good reason, says Del 
Mundo. "Volunteers speak not 


` just of making a difference in 


the world, but of realizing that 
they have been changed by the 


; experience as well." 


Servathon, he adds, gives 
employees who are typically 
career-focused, the opportunity 
to step out of their office space 
and comfort zone to help 
others. "We believe truly 
productive people are those 
with balanced lives, and service 
is part of such." 


; There, you have no more 


excuses to skirt this chance. If 
you and your company aren't 
averse to feeling good while, er, 
sacrificing your time, log on to 
www.handsonmanila.org to find 
out how you can join Servathon 
and become a volunteer. PAC 
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He Lyrical Art of Warfare 


> Multi-awarded 
poet Eric 
Gamalinda deploys 
a new collection 


"Amigo Warfare," a 
new collection by 
Eric Gamalinda 
following his award- 
+ winning "Zero 
Gravity," has 
recently been released by Cherry Grove 
Collections, an independent press based in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. The collection draws on 


the poet's experience as an immigrant and 
as witness to the martial law years in the 


| Philippines, and is a virtual chronicle of life 


in America during the Bush years. 
Featuring cover art work by renowned 
Guatemalan photographer Luis Gonzalez 
Palma, "Amigo Warfare" is hailed by D. 
Nurkse, poet laureate of Brooklyn: 
"Sometimes | think we do everything in 
code, and poetry is the decoder ring, the 
anti-code. | felt this especially when | read 
Eric Gamalinda. His wistful, fierce, 
enthralled voice seems to speak the true 
language, the sotto voce language we 
can't hear in our loud world of binary and 


, mutually destructive opposites. Gamalinda 


is a marvelous poet, and 'Amigo Warfare' 


: is a passport to his elusive, beautiful, 
; unknowable, and suddenly familiar 


| 
| 


kingdom." 


Born and raised in Manila, Gamalinda has 
made New York City his home since 1994. 
He has received the Asian American 
Literary Award for his previous collection of 
poetry, "Zero Gravity" (Alice James Books, 
1999). "Amigo Warfare" can be ordered 
through Amazon.com or through Cherry 
Grove Publications (http://www.cherry- 
grove. com/gamalinda.html). View the 
poet's literary and visual work at http:/ 
Imysite.verizon.net/vzeslrig/gamalinda). 
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Dr. Martin and Dr. Trina Luna 
Emergency Medicine Physician and Dentist 


With Jufran® Sweet Chili Sauce, your cooking is sure to impress! Cook daily for your family, friends and loved ones using 


Jufran* Sweet. Chili Sauce—now with the all new look and still the same unique flavor. Go ahead! Experiment! 
The only limit is your imagination! : 3 


For starters, try the Luna's "Kingdoms of Asia Salad." It's not only yummy, it's healthy for you, too. This is easy 
to make together with your partner. First, prepare the dressing: Combine 1/2 cup Jufran* Sweet Chili Sauce, 
3 tbsps orange juice, | tbsp lemon juice, 1/4 cup Canola oil, | 1/2 tsp salt, 1/4 tsp white pepper, | tsp mustard 
and 2 tsps chopped shallots. 5 


In a platter, arrange | cup diced ripe mango, 30 pcs fried wanton wrapper, 150g mixed lettuce, | cup soy or 
white chicken, 1/2 cup sliced & fried Lap Cheong sausage, 1/2 cup diced apple, 1/2 cup peeled mandarin orange, 
1/2 cup peeled pomelo, | cup blanched asparagus, | cup whole kernel or baby corn, 2 tbsps ішіеппе of leeks 
and 1/4 cup julienne of carrots. Serve with the dressing or drizzle dressing оп platter. How about you? 


What's your Ju£ramn' today? 


Operation: 


Jutran 
Kingdoms 


of Asia 


Salad- 


A Certified Success! 


Sweet Chili Sauce 


PDI No. 1 for families 
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Burma restores Gov’t acts to save Techno show Philhealth stops 
Internet, but P40-B coconut sector ushers in 33rd payment of claims 
arrests continue from invasive pest PBA season for cataract surgery 


Fireworks, band greet 


of OFWs, says survey Pb P Pal М 1252», А1 S La Naval procession 
pr y 4 "* = By Leila B. Salaverria 


A HUSH FELI WD - 
AMONG FAMILIES OF OVERSEAS FILIPINO. LOVER A CROWD OF DEVO: 


workers, the young, or the affluent in Metro 
Manila, the Philippine Daily Inquirer is the 
broadsheet of choice, according to results 


Church in Quezon City when the image of 
the Virgen de La Naval finally emerged for 
the afternoon procession yesterday. 


of three separate surveys conducted by 
Nielsen Media Research. 


By Herbert Docena 
Contributor 


(First of three parts) 


SIXTEEN YEARS AGO, THE PHILIP- 
pine Senate made the historic vote to 
shut down what American analysts 
‘once described as “probably the most 
important basing complex in the 
world"—the US military bases in Subic 
and Clark, along with other smaller 
support and communications facilities 
in the country. 

Taken after long and emotional de- 
bates, the Senate vote shook the 
Philippines’ relations with its most im- 
portant ally. That one small and weak 
country could say no to what by then 


BALANCED 


1 
| tees gathered outside the Santo Domingo 
1 
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Monday, October 15,2007 


had become the world's only remain- 
ing superpower reverberated across 
the world. 

Since then, every move by the US 
military in the Philippines has pro- 
voked controversy. For the most part, 
however, the question has tended to be 
framed in terms of whether the United. 
States is seeking to reestablish the kind 
of bases it had іп the past. Such fram- 
ing has consequently allowed the US 
and Philippine governments to cate- 
gorically deny any such plans. 

But what has since emerged is not a 
return to the past but a new and differ- 
ent kind of basing. 

Since the end of the Cold War in 
1989, but in a process that has acceler- 


жж 


ated since the Bush administration 
came to office, the United States has 
embarked on what American officials 
tout as the most radical reconfigura- 
tion since World War II of its "global 
defense posture." 

This term no longer refers simply to 
the over 850 physical bases and instal- 
lations that the United States now 
maintains in 46 countries around the 
world. As US Defense Undersecretary 
for Policy Douglas J. Feith explained: 
“We are not talking only about basing, 
we're talking about the ability of our 
forces to operate when and where they 
are needed.” 

Billed as the “Integrated Global 
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VILLAGERS welcome a US soldier joining the Balikatan exercises in Jolo, viewed as 


part of a US "limited access" basing plan. 
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‘Yes, we received money’ 


‘Honest Ed’ 
hailed for 
,.disclosing 
Palace cash 


By Tonette Orejas 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—PAMPANGA 
Gov Eddie Panlilio yesterday won praises 
for telling che truth when he said he had 
received а bag stuffed with P500,000 in 
cash from Malacafiang, and for his an- 
nounced intention to use the money for 
public good. 

Even a critic of Panlilio suggested 
that the governor be now called "Hon- 
est Ed” for what he did, but one sup- 
porter said the Roman Catholic priest- 
turned-politician should return the 
money. 

The admissions by Panlilio and by 
another provincial governor that they 
received cash handouts from the 
Palace (see banner story) followed sim- 
ilar admissions by several congress- 
men that they also got bags filled with 
cash from Malacafiang on the same 
day—Thursday last week. 

Тһе handouts came amid а contro- 
versy involving moves by congression- 
t НОМЕЅТ /АВ 


Did Pulido sell 
his soul for 30 
pieces of silver? 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO LAWYER. 
Roel Pulido? 

The man who 
once led the legal 
battle for a group 
of mutinous, but 
highly idealistic, 
1 soldiers is under 
fire for initiating 
what has been de- 
scribed as а 
“frivolous” ог 
“sham” impeach- 
ment complaint 
against President 
‘Macapagal-Arroyo. 

А соттоп suspicion is that the 42- 
year-old Pulido has dropped, for 30 
pieces of silver, all idealism and played 
along with a purported Malacaftang 
scheme to protect the President from a 
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killed more than 1,500 people. 


TOURISTS row a kayak to explore the turquoise-colored crater lake of Mount Pinatubo, 


Deadly volcanos as tourist attractions 


SANTA JULIANA, TARLAC—RICKETY 
old jeeps barrel through a dry riverbed 
in Central Luzon, setting off a dust 
storm that coats the visitors bouncing 
around on the back seat. 

The landscape around Mount 
Pinatubo is evolving again 16 years 
after а gigantic volcanic eruption 
killed more than 1,500 people and 
sent a cloud of ash into the atmo- 
sphere cooling world temperatures 
foryears. 

Тһе fine sand deposited by the 


years after it erupted and 


1991 eruption over the surrounding 
countryside is being kicked up by 
sport utility vehicles driven by ad- 
venture tourists coming to swim or 
ride kayaks on Pinatubo's large, 
mildly acidic crater lake. 

"We have to appreciate the fact 
that our country has many vol- 
canos," said Perla de los Reyes of the 
Philippine Institute of Volcanology 
and Seismology (Phivolcs). “They 
are beautiful attractions.” 
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2 more 
governors 
bare ‘gifts’ 
from Palace 


By Arlyn dela Cruz 
Contributor 
and Christine О. Avendaño 


AND NOW THERE ARE 
three. 

Two more gover- 
nors—both from southern 
Luzon—yesterday owned up 
to receiving P500,000 each 
from Malacafiang last week 
at the height of a controversy 
over moves to impeach Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo. 


Their admissions brought to three 
the number of top provincial execu: 

tives who had said they received hand- 
outs from the Palace, following a simi. 

lar statement given by Pampanga Gov 

Eddie Panlilio. 

But unlike Panlilio, the two gover- 
nors asked not to be identified for their 
own reasons. One fears courting Ms 
Arroyo's displeasure, while the other 
one is an official of the Union of Local 
Authorities of the Philippines (Лар). 
which has taken the position of deny 
ing there had been any such handouts. 

А fourth governor said he also heard 
money flowed after the Malacafiany 
meeting on Thursday but that he missed 
the Palace “blessings” because he had to 
leave quickly for another appointment. 

“Yes, we received money that morn: 
ing,” one of the two southern Luzon 
governors said in a phone interview. 

The governor added that the money 
"was given just like that, no conditions 
по instructions as to where the mones 
should be used or why we are being 
given money.” 

According to this governor's claim 

ЕТ 


Joker can't expect to be sacred cow forever 


the rocks. This is a salutary develop- tary Romulo Neri who was about to 


By Amando Doronila. 


FOR A LONG TIME NOW, MOST OF 
the press have been applauding Sen. 
Joker Arroyo for his exploits in public 
office as a paragon of independence 
and as а champion of the underdog. 
The long-running honeymoon of 
Senator Arroyo with the press has hit 


+ 


ment. It leads to a more critical scruti- 
ny of his performance in public office. 
‘Arroyo has taken offense 
at the Inquinen’s report of his. 
intervention in the Senate 


executive session of Sept. 26, bringing 


ina Cabinet member as counsel for for- 


mer Socioeconomic Planning Secre- 


4 


testify on what was tensely awaited as 
sensitive revelation on corrupt prac- 
tices relating to the mal- 


odorous $329-million 
telecommunications con- 
tract with China's ZTE Corp. 


The senator was offended by the sto- 
ту that pictured his intervention as giv- 


ing Neri a reprieve from making the 
disclosure after the official heightened 
expectations he would explode à 
bombshell after he told a friend prior 
to appearing at the executive session 
that what he would say “will cause” 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's “down 
fall.” 


JOKER/AIT 


na 


WEATHER FORECAST 
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NSA: Reds must agree to ceasefire first 


COMMUNIST REBELS 
must agree to a ceasefire if 
they want to resume nego- 
tiations with the govern- 
ment, the country’s ni 
tional security chief said 
Sunday. 

The Communist Party of the 
Philippines (CPP) should order its 
armed unit, the New People’s Army 
(NPA), to immediately cease at- 
tacks as a show of goodwill, Nation- 
al Security Adviser Norberto Gon- 
zales told reporters. 

“There should be a cessation of 
hostilities if they are really sincere 
in returning to the peace table,” 
Gonzales said. "There's no point in 
their expression of resuming the 
talks without a ceasefire.” 


He said the CPP-NPA, which have 
been waging a Maoist rebellion 
since 1969, should follow the lead 
of the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF) which agreed to a 
truce in 2003 to pave the way for 
peace negotiations. 

Gonzales issued the call after the 
CPP's political wing, the National 
Democratic Front (NDF), issued a 
statement through a senator saying 
that it wants to return to the negoti- 
ating table. 

But NDF negotiator Luis Jalan- 
doni said that with the adamant po- 
sition of Malacafiang against the re- 
sumption of the stalled peace nego- 
tiations, he proposed that the NDF 
and the Senate committee on 
peace, unification and reconcilia- 
tion meet and discuss how to end 
the decades-old communist insur- 
gency. 


Jalandoni said the committee, 
chaired by Sen. Maria Consuelo 

by” Madrigal, and the NDF negotiating 
panel should form their respective 
committees of experts to discuss the 
three unfinished agenda before the 
collapse of the peace talks: social and 
economic reforms, political and consti- 
tutional reforms and end of hostilities 
and disposition of forces. 

“The process will not supplant the 
САР.МОЁР peace negotiations within 
the framework of The Hague Joint 
Declaration but will be undertaken to 
aid legislation, demonstrate that it is 
possible to make mutually satisfactory 
agreements for the common benefit 
of the Filipino people and to produce 
the basis for accelerated negotiations. 
and agreements in (һе GRENDFP 
peace negotiations, Jalandoni said. 
AFP and Delfin T. Mallari Jr, Inquir- 
er Southern Luzon 
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SENATE 
to probe public bidding 
exemptions 


BOYCOTT MICKEY MOUSE. Picketing 


E MARCOS 
crony Cuenca 
loses PNCC case 


PHILIPPINE меде S 
NORTHERN САШКО! 


ino-American doctors in San Francisco call fora 


boycott of the Walt Disney Company, owner of the ABC television network that ran a. 


perceived anti 


lipino slur on its "Desperate Housewives" show. 


SENMENOR 


RP med schools join fight 


vs ‘Desperate Housew: 


By Nimfa U. Rueda 
Correspondent, “ 
LOS ANGELES—PHILIPPINE MEDICAL 
schools plan to join the legal battle against 
the big ABC television network here over a 
perceived slur against Filipino doctors 
aired on “Desperate Housewives.” 

California-based lawyer Ted Laguatan told 
the Inquirer yesterday he is discussing a second 
lawsuit against ABC with Philippine-based 
lawyers representing the medical schools. The 
first is a class action suit to be filed by Filipino 
doctors in the United States against the net- 
work owned by the Walt Disney Company. 

“There was blatant defamation, not only 
against Filipino doctors but also Philippine 
medical schools,” said Laguatan, referring 
to the controversial TV scene in which ac- 
tress Teri Hatcher's character tells her doc- 
tor: “Okay, before we go any further, can I 
check those diplomas? Because I would just 
like to make sure they are not from some 
med school in the Philippines." 

Laguatan said he would send a letter to 
АВС within the next few days asking them 
“to retract the defamatory statement" aired 
in the Sept. 30 episode of the popular soap. 

The California Civil Code limits recovery 
in defamation suits against newspapers or 


Tesda told to explain 
Р1-М gifts for media 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


tional education. 


ves’ 


radio and television networks to special 
damages, unless the plaintiff has unsuc 
cessfully demanded a retraction. The de- 
mand for retraction must be made within 
20 days from the date of publication or 
broadcast, according to the statute. Upon 
receipt of the demand letter, ABC will have 
21 days to comply. 

Los Angeles-based Fil-Am lawyer Roman 
Mosqueda and San Francisco-based lawyer 
and activist Rodel Rodis are assisting 
Laguatan in preparations for legal action. 
They have not yet announced the amount 
to be demanded from ABC for damages. 

Meanwhile, members of the Philippine 
Medical Society of Northern California and 
the Philippine Nurses Association yester- 
day picketed the front of a Disney store in : 
San Francisco's Union Square. The picket | 
was organized by the National Federation 
of Filipino American Associations (NaF- : 
FAA) in the West Coast. 

"It was the first time for these doctors to 
attend а protest action,” said Rodis, coordi- 
nator for NaFFAA's West Coast region. 

In Kansas, Fil-am neurosurgeon Eu- 
staquio Abay has called on Filipino doctors, 
nurses and health professionals throughout 
the United States to join the protest actions 
against ABC, 


GMA-JDV ally 
warns vs danger 
to coalition 

By Christian V. Esguerra 


But COA noted that the 


THE COMMISSION ON 
Audit has asked the Tech- 
nical Education and Skills 
Development Authority 
(Tesda) to justify the 
P31.57 million it spent on 
an apparently "unneces- 
sary” information cam- 
paign, including P1 mil- 
lion worth of gift checks 
supposedly doled out to 
the media. 

The 2006 COA report 
also noted an "irregular" 
P9.2 million expense for 
the — printing-—without 
public bidding—of a book 
entitled "Salabat for the 
Filipino Soul Book II” au- 
thored by Tesda Director 
General Augusto Syjuco. 

The expenses were list- 
ей as part of Tesda's infor- 
mation campaign for its 
Ladderization Education 
Program (LEP) in 2005 
and 2006. It included 
roadshows, distribution 
of calendars, posters, 
shirts and the publication 
of books and comics pur- 
portedly to promote voca- 


information 


schools. 


sions of the 


“unnecessary, 


pose.” 


were incurred despite the 
fact that the LEP was al- 
ready being implemented 
by 153 participating high 


“Analysis of the provi- 


showed that information 
campaigns may no longer 
be necessary as the LEP is 
already being implement- 
ed by various participat- 
ing institutions,” it stated 
In questioning Tesda's 
distribution of P1 million 
worth of gift checks to 
unidentified media per- 
sonalities, (һе COA stated 
that the expenditure was 


and not for a legal pur- 


An audit of cash ad- 
vances for the gift checks, 
allegedly for "social mar- 
keting" purposes, also re- 
vealed that the list of al- 
leged media recipients 
were either not attached 
or unsigned but were cer- 
tified by Syjuco. 


expenses А KEY ALLY OF BOTH PRESI- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo and 
Speaker Jose de Venecia yester- 
day emphasized the need for 
maintaining the stability of the 
majority coalition in the House 
of Representatives. 

Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman, 
chair of the powerful commit- 
tee on appropriations, warned 
what he called “disgruntled ele- 
ments” within the coalition that 
disturbing the stability of the al- 
liance would ultimately hit the 
President. 

“It's very obvious—to anyone 
who tries to break the coalition, 
(the move) will boomerang on 
the presidency" he told the In- 
Quer in a phone interview 
from Albay. 

“You can't hurt the coalition in 
Congress without hurting the 
presidency" “Ас of now, I don't see 
any crack in the coalition except 
for some disgruntled elements.” 

Lagman's position echoed 
that of De Venecia, who had 
maintained that preserving the 
administration. coalition was 
paramount amid his reported 
conflict with the President. 
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Having a rewarding experience Being rewarded with 
using her Citibank Credit Card. 1 million Rewards points. 


Marissa P. Bitara just won 1 million Rewards points 
just by using her Citibank Credit Card. 


You can also win 1 million Rewards points or P100,000 cash credits in the Second Draw 
as well as 10 million Rewards points or P1,000,000 cash credits in the Grand Draw! 
So keep using your Citibank Credit Card. 


If you have not registered yet, text CITI «space» 16-digit credit card number and send to 2366. 
You only need to register once, and it's FREE. 


With Citibank, life can be so rewarding. 


Other consolation prize winners of the First Draw are: 
Aldridge Derrick С. Ang María Fe Roxanne В. Juan 
Chevy М. Canales Vicente P. Mercado 

Florencia C. Chavez Негасіео M. Pepio 
Anthony U. Dy Ricardo M. Sta. Monica 
Roger F. Galinggana Stanley L. Uysipuo 
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Gorgeous-Looking Skin! 


9 This month, Facial Care Centre celebrates 
25 years.of professional skincare. So we're 
giving a great discount on'our hugely popular 
Diamond Peel! (UM 

* Get rid of age spots and blemishes 

* Reduce fine lines and wrinkles, 

* Even out skin tone 

* Get a healthier complexion 

* Renew skin's elasticity and suppleness 

* Refine pores and prevent future breakouts 


For the ultimate choice in skincare, trust the 
name most women have trusted for 25 years. 
Trust only Facial GRE Centre. 


Hn 
< Call now for a free consultation. 
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ADVANCED PEOPLE 


HANDLING SKILLS 
November 6 -8, 2007 
Makati Shangri-La Hotel 


Lear the basics of situational leadership and get your 
people to work for the organization's benefit. Acquire 
а deeper understanding of personol development 
levels and develop a plan to improve performance. 
Learn to recognize performance problems and 
practice the steps in dealing with them. Match various. 
leadership styles to different situations. With Advanced 
People Handling Skills you will: 


Recognize the skill and attitudinal level of your people 
Customize your leadership style depending on the 
development level of your people 

Bring out the best skills and attitudes among neophyte 
employees 

Bring disilusioned employees out of their "slump" 
Obtain more consistent performance from your people 
Delegate for maximum results and motivation 

Handie performance problems with confidence and 
professionalism 

Manage your relationship with your people to obtain 
understanding, commitment and peak performance 
Hurdle other leadership difficulties using advanced 
Principles and techniques 


Influence people to achieve your goals and perform at their 
best. 


This program is designed for supervisors and managers. who 
oy to get the best performance out of their people. 
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Do you want to achieve | 
higher and more 
consistent sales? 


CREATIVE SELLING 


November 6 - 8, 2007 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


Selling is more than just calling your usual contacts 
and hoping they buy more. Leam the difference 
between selling and order-taking, making strategic 
sales calls, ond planning the right approach, Make 
the right impression ond give "sure-sale" 
presentations. Also be aware how to handle questions 
апа objections. With Creative Selling, you will: 


* Know when and why people buy 
= Translate product features and specifications 
into actual customer benefits 
Leam to identify and sell only to qualified 
prospects 
Plan moves in advance to increase the chances 
of closing the sale 
Make a favorable and lasting first impression on 
your customer 
Be able fo get and keep the customer's interest 
Consistently make persuasive presentations 
Handle objections and comments professionally 
Detect buying signals and get the order 


it's always more than just selling. 


This program is for sales people who want to achieve 
higher and more consistent sales. 


Dexterton Corporation 
197 Sg. Е. Rivera St. Quezon Су 
Tel 382.1111. 981-0008 Fax No: 982-0524 


MANAGING WORK ATTITUDES 


November 6 - 8, 2007 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


Excellent skils ond work knowledge among your people are 
useless without a positive work attitude. Deal with negativity 
by learning to spot attitude problems, gaining a more 
accurate understanding of employee attitudes, and 
becoming a positive force in the workplace. Diagnose your 
organization and inspire your employee force іп order fo 
transform negativity into positive performance. With 
Managing Work Attitudes, you wil: 


“ Lead people more effectively using proven attitude 
management strategies and techniques 

* Detect the signs of negative attitudes and take 
corective action 

- Mold the positive attitudes needed for employee 
excellence 
Shape, focus and direct employee attitudes to align 
‘with company goals 
Implement concrete and practical action plans that 
will develop positive attitudes, behaviors ond habits 
within the organization 
Create a positive ond proactive working 
environment 
Create the "Attitude Advantage" in the 
organization by tying together company direction, 
shared beliefs, structures and systems 


A positive work attitude could spell the difference 
between mediocrity and success. 

This program is for managers and top executives who wish 
to promote a more positive work attitude among their 


people. 


——— E 


For inquiries and reservations call 

Aris, Caroline, Diane, LJ, or Tessa at 

892-7559, 894-0445, or 892-7041 or visit 

www.guthrie-jensen.com 

7/F Glass Tower Bldg., Carlos Palanca Jr. St. 

Legaspi Vill., Makati City 
—————— 
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Organized and 


EVENT INFORMATION 


Eventdays: THURSDAY TO SUNDAY, 
Event dates: NOVEMBER 8-11, 2007 
Event пош: 10:00AM - 7:00PM 
Venue: SMX Convention Center 
Exhibit Hail 1, Seashell 
Drive, Май of Asia 
Complex, Pasay City 


For more information, call EXPO Hotline 750-9456 


ы 
Co-Presentor: SMX 


Dr. SEAL is an acrylic, 


permanent waterproofing 


| membrane that: 


-Protects old and new concrete 
-Prevents corrosion of metal 
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Senate to probe public 
bidding exemptions 


By Gil Cabacungan 


FURNITURE, 


“Best practices here and abroad 
affirm that competitive bidding is 
THE SENATE WILL HOLD A thebest means to promote trans- 
consultative meeting today parency and accountability in 
with government officials, for- government. I would like to hear 
mer budget secretaries and from our resource persons how 
economists to look into the spe- certain projects were approved 
cial exemptions from mandato- even without having to go 
ry bidding procedures given to through bidding." 
big-ticket government projects. Roxas said that while public 
Sen. Mar Roxas, chair of the bidding was enshrined as a gener- 
Senate trade committee, said this al principle in laws related to pub. 
has become а major issue that lic investment evaluation and 
should be resolved soon consider- procurement, in particular the 
ing the controversy generated by Government’ Procurement Re- 
the national broadband network form Ас, the Build.Operate 
(NBN) project which was award- Transfer Law, and the Official De- 
ed to a Chinese company desig- velopment Assistance Law, there 
nated by the Chinese government were certain modes and parame: 
sans a public auction. ters that allow for exemptions. 
“From buying coupon bond to This include government-to- 
setting up a broadband network, government contracts or execu: 
ош procurement and project tive agreements where the Presi- 
evaluation processes must be air- dent has the leeway to waive or 
tight against corruption,” Roxas modify the compliance to the Pro- 
said ina statement. curement Law. 
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Corrections 


IN THE OCT. 13 ISSUE, a front-page sto- 
2 i Ty—"US arrests ‘clown’ who abused RP. 
B kids? —misspelled the name of a website. 


" h is called “ 

recise, accurate, digital blood pressure reading Pleni п enean 

IN THE SAME ISSUE, an article on 
Page A4— Teachers question Chinese 
firm's role in CyberEd deal"—misspelled 
the surname of the secretary of the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry The sec- 
retary's name is Peter Favila—not Pavila. 

IN THE SAME ISSUE, an article on 
Page A7—"Migrante disputes OFW sur- 
vey’—misstated the name of a financing 
institution. The institution's name is 
Asian—not Asia—Development Bank. 


nici 


IN THE SAME ISSUE, an Across the 
Nation story on Page А15—*А380 finds'a 
Jot of room in Clarie—misstated that the 
Senate ordered the closure of US bases in 
the country in 1991. In that year, the Sen- 
ate voted against а new bases treaty with 
the United States and rejected an extend- 
ed lease on Subic Naval Base. 

Readers may send their requests for correc- 
tion of factual errors in writing (0 the Day 
Desk, Philippine Daily Inquirer, PDI Building, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascardo Stree 
Makati City fex Nos. 897-47-93/94; e-mail 
address: daydesk@inquirer com. ph. 

Complaints about lack of fairness or objec- "! 
tivity may be sent to Lorna Kalaw Tirol, read- 
ers advocate, e-mail address: readersatho- 
cate@inguirercom. ph or fax Nos. 897-47- 
93/94, Am: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
number is 897-8808 Local 342. 
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On small budget 
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Healthcare@Home 
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BLOOD PRESSURE MONITOR 
Modal tt 
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2 Displays average o last 3 readings 
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IN24+ 3 
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60% brighter 
2400 lumens 


at no extra cost? 


~ P33,990 


2-year warranty 


From a meeting room to a large conference room, InFocus Work Big 
muli-media projectors magnify small ideas into bigger ideas. 
Messages come across, audlences are persuaded and the 
presentation Is well-deivered, InFocus gives you the brightest, 
Sharpest images, richest colors and all the power you need to 
enhance and illustrate your ideas. 


The Big Picture 


www.intoens.com 


Enjoy P8,000 more savings! 
Buy a Work Big IN24+ or IN26+ projector and get a 
{tee Fuji Xerox bPaog A Laser pater worth P8sooo. 


P49,900 Р; 
From October 1 to 31, 2007 
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Digital Copier All-In-One 


22 ppm/cpm. 
printing/copying 
< 13,5 sec 
warm up time 


BIG Office features in a compact size 
Call our hotline 883-9032 


Workstation 525-2447 + Fax Cable 404-0081 + Oficeman 244-8111 + Copytrade 749-6155 + Superane 097-9612 + Diice Warehouse 899-7463 + Compucare 722-8763 
Bite Machines 722-5888 + 5йсов Valle 371-6888 + Canon O-Lone 752-8170 + Dalsan 895-9515 + CTL 003-2615 « луй» 669-1654 > eCompserve 040-5598 + ASI 526-4130 


prihting/copying 


600x600 dpi 
color scanning 


2-in-1 combination 
50-200% 
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Hearing Health Care Partners 
of Siemens Medical Instruments 


Esperon looks into case f... — vemm... 2 
of missing UP activists а M А 


да Simple yot Sturdy 
= : em dre ET 
By Nikko Dizon pur dad Es ә Ear Dagnosics Hearing Genier is an exclusiva distbuor of 
MILITARY CHIEF GEN. HERMO- for them to say they UE RO. Rexton Hearing Aids * Brandname of Siemens Audiologlushe Technik Germany" ^ 
genes Esperon said he would look where [in а camp], said the T 
into the request made by two Armed Forces chief. т HAVE YOU HEARD? 
mothers to visit a military camp in ^ Rosales had written letters to 
Pangasinan to search for their Esperon and Col. Jose Benedic- ff е AT ISITAL HEARING AIDS | 
daughters who have been missing to, chief of the AFP Human CASTER WHEELS "VAKS" CARGO SKATES Н 
forthe last 16 months. Rights Office, seeking permis- (DENMARK) киси 

The appeal was made sion in behalf of Сайарапз то «X 
through former Akbayan Rep. mother "to visit her daughter.” au parce. Y, 
Loretta Anne Rosales who had Rosales cited ап INQUIRER story 
written Esperon a letter. published on Aug. 24 which said 5 HEARING AIDS 

Inarecentinterview,Esperon фа Raymond and Reynaldo Man- BRANCHES: RS 
told reporters that it was “рге- alo claimed they had seen and MANILA ORTIGAS (OPENONSUNOAYS) LAS PIÑAS OFENOSIDNS) 
sumptuous” for Rosales and the spoken to the two UP students. м Fs Don Santiago bdg, Valona Ramrng amatora! LGF SH Soumat 
mothers of missing University In an unprecedented move, MAS келетіні Nar Sian 
of the Philippines students, the Manalo brothers had sought rust ATO WOE GERRY Ter G2 Sosa (eae Ede Sama 
Sherlyn Cadapan and Karen protection from the Supreme Tein. (02 706221 солин DE oro 
Empeno, to claim they were be- Court after they reportedly es- erstes ЮЙ, лыла 4960 аб 


ing detained by the military. caped after 18 months in mili- Жон УТЕРИ com | RC Nt tele cal tee 
"Where will they visit their tary detention. Fac Egor HOT |. QUEZONCHY = |: Waan сонна ВРА s 


Angara seeks 
more benefits ; A i 
for elderly 


SEN. EDGARDO ANGARA WANTS LOCAL 
government units to provide more benefits 
to senior citizens. 

"The Senior Citizens Act only set the min- 
imum benefits, and it is up to the local gov- 
ernments to give more benefits according 
to their respective financial capabilities," 
Angara said. 

Апага, author of Senior Citizens Act or 
Republic Act. No. 9257, noted that more lo- 
cal governments now work more earnestly 
for the good of their senior citizens, but һе 
said they should coordinate their respective 
programs with each other to make them 
more effective and bring more benefits to 
the elderly. 

Under RA 9257, senior citizens are enti- 
Чей to а 20 percent discount in the pur- 
chase of products and services like food, 
medicine, and transportation. 

Angara has recently filed a Senate bill 
which seeks to provide a monthly cash as- 
sistance of P1,500 to indigent senior citi- 
zens, Earlier, he filed a bill exempting se- 
nior citizens from the 12 percent expanded 
value added tax so that the 20 percent dis- 
count they currently enjoy is not reduced, 

He said that there is a growing aware- 
ness of the needs of the elderly and the 
need for the stricter implementation of the 
senior citizens law. 

Апага lauded Makati Mayor Jejomar Bi- 
nay, Manila Mayor Alfredo Lim, Quezon 
City Mayor Feliciano Belmote and Caloocan 
City Mayor Enrique Echeverri for showing 
the way. 

But he noted that there is still ram- 
pant violation of the law, saying some 
business establishments use subterfuge 
to circumvent the law, like some drug 
stores which demand doctor's prescrip- 
tions even for over-the-counter 
medicines. 


NABUA CAMARINES SUR. 
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28th Week in Ordinary Time 
1st Reading: Rom 1:1-7 
Gospel: Luke 11:29-32 

As the crowd increased, Jesus began to 
speak in this way, "People of the present time 
are evil people. They ask for a sign, but no 
sign will be given to them except the sign of 
Jonah. As Jonah became a sign for the people 
‘of Nineveh, so will the Son of Man be a sign 
for this generation. The Queen of the South 
will rise up on Judgment Day with the people 
of these times and accuse them, for she came 
from the ends ofthe earth to hear the wisdom 
of Solomon; and here there is greater than 
Solomon. The people of Nineveh will rise up 
оп Judgment Day with the people of these 
times and accuse them, for Јопаћ'з preaching 
made them tura from their sins, and here 
there is greater than Jonah.” 

Commentary 

Paul begins his letter to the church at Rome, 
giving his credentials that he is preaching the 
gospel of the Son of God, who is holiness itself 
Taised from the dead, Jesus the Lord, He is both 
servant and apostle sent to spread the name to 
everyone. He writes to those in Rome called to 
grace and holiness and blesses them with the 
peace and grace of God the Father. This is a v4 E 
variation of the beginning of all Paul's letters. Бор” 
e pedes | БЕ Xi ye Pie Pan 
consists in: preaching, reminding and praying қ 
that those called to believe will indeed become 
holy like God. 

The crowds press Jesus and he calls this ал 
evil age that wants signs instead of repentance. - T 
But there wil be no sign—only that of Jonah, S 4 ИЕ ( АМ» Ы 
three days/nights in the tomb and then resur- v > 
rection. Others come looking for wisdom in Is- | ‹ e Wireless! 
rael, but Jesus" wisdom is far greater than any- Y 
thing in Solomon's time, or ever. Nineveh re- P * Now with TWO MICS! 
pened at Jonah’ preaching, but have we re r 

ented afier having heard the Word of the 4 й 
т age Ж % х Ревғокм Your OWN Macicat Durr TODAY! 

Carerin Publications ine, 8 Mayumi St, UP Vit 
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Honest Ed' hailed for dis 


Frompage Al 


royo to thwart any new impeachment case 
against her. 
Panlilio yesterday said he received “most- 

Бу appreciative text messages" for his action. 
fe" Asked if he regretted what he did, he said: 
He ve no regret. Tatoo naman; (es the truth." 
% He said he believed the money was not 

given as a bribe or payoff for loyalty to Ms 
Arroyo. 
% “The contextis this. In the meeting, we in 
| the governors’ league said we would not 
ішке а ‘pro’ or 'anti position on the im- 
{ peachment complaint, We agreed to allow 
+ the case to take its due course іп Congress,” 
1 Panlilio said. 
™ He said his office would distribute the 

P500,000 to different barangays after the 

Oct. 29 barangay and Sangguniang Ka- 

bataan elections. 


Lucky to have Eddie 

Barangay Chair Almario Limpin of Duat in 
Bacolor town said: "What he did was accept- 
able because he took the money not for his 
personal gain. As long as the money (is used 
for) the needs of the people, that is OK.” 

Dr Emmanuel Angeles, trustee of the An- 


| 
| 
Н al supporters of President Macapagal-Ar- 
Н 
f 
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geles University Foundation, said: "We are 
very lucky our governor is honest, He re- 
ported the donation he received. (Ms Ar- 
Toyo) should give him more as help to our 
province.” 

Pampanga is Ms Arroyo's home province. 

Panlilio's fellow priests also approved his 
action. 


‘Honest Ed" 

“If he is going to use the money for the 
people, there is no pressure on him to toe 
[Маасайап} line and no favor is being 
asked of him, his actions are OK with me," 
Fr. Albert Suatengco said. 

Tr Raul de los Santos said Panlilio was 
“right in taking it, spending it where it should 
be spent and exposing it for accounting.” 

One of Panlilio's staunch critics, local 
columnist Caesar Lacson, believed the 
money was “nota bribe as it had no precon- 
dition." 

"He assumed the money did not come 
from the dark side. He did right. Honest Ed 
(is what) I will call him now,” Lacson said. 


Nota ‘trapo’ 
Lawyer Dante David said “at least Among 


(Father) Ed was frank enough to admit it." 
“I don't see anything wrong. I have no 
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4-Night cruise Dec 07, 2007 
Melbourne e Sydney e Brisbane 


| 


Avail our Early Bird Fares NOW! Just book your cruise on or 
before October 31, 2007 and enjoy а fun-filled vacation that 
only Star Cruises can provide. SuperStar Gemini offers world 
class entertainment, luxurious accomodation, full board 

| meals, sports and fun activities for the whole family. 


Ж Rates are. per person on Inside Stateroom, twin sharing (cruise fare only). 
Valid only for the specified sailing dates. Subject to Star Cruises terms & conditions. 


Exciting cruises up to 26-nights are also availabl зо, hurryjand са!!! owl 
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GSA Cruises 
Horizon Travel 
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Pan Pacific Travel 
Rajah Travel 
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Uni-Orient Travel 
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closing Palace cash 


reason to worry because I know Among Ed 
is not a trapo (traditional politician) who 
would accept (aid) with strings attached,” 
David said. 

Businessman Renato Tayag Jr. said the 
governor "did the right thing by accepting it 
and disclosing it to the public and spending 
it for barangay projects.” 

This was an “act other government offi- 
cials must follow,” Tayag said. 

‘Tess Briones, social services coordinator 
at the office of the governor, was worried 
that Panlilio might court the wrath of Ms 
Arroyo or her allies. 


‘Return it Asap’ 

Greg Pineda, an employee at the Nation- 
al Economic and Development Authority in 
Central Luzon, suggested that Panlilio find 
out if the money came from Ms Arroyo's so- 
cial fund, or from her calamity or intelli- 
gence fund. 

He said releases from those funds should 
be backed by a special allotment release or- 
der (Saro) from the budget department. 

Former Bulacan Rep. Wilfrido Villarama, 
опе of Panlilio's supporters, said. his own 
sources close to Malacafiang had "denied 
that there was gift-giving for the barangay 

tions." 

‘Governor Panlilio should have returned 
it Asap because governors are prohibited 
(from meddling) in the coming election," 
Villarama said. 


Be wary of gift-bearers. 

Не added: "Receiving money from Mala- 
сайап ought to be eyed with suspicion be- 
cause if it were official funds, it would be in 
a form of a check payable to the province of 
Pampanga with vouchers to be signed by 
the recipient. 

Panlilio had said the recipients of baran- 
вау projects would be made to account for 
the money. 

Villarama said Ms Arroyo "might not be 
even aware of this transaction happening 
on the Malacafiang grounds.” 

He also urged Panlilio to be "wary" of 
gift-givers since he is new in politics. 


Ou е you.to‘a‘new, 
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‘Yes, we received ... 


From pagel 


all the other governors who at- 
tended the meeting were hand- 
ed brown paper gift bags. Inside 
the bags were paper bill 
amounting to ^ between 
P200,000 and P500,000. 

But such an act—distributing 
money after a meeting of offi- 
cers and members of Ulap—did 
not come as a surprise anymore. 

What came as a surprise was 
the amount given, this governor 
said, adding that at Subic two 
months ago, a similar meeting 
of Ulap officers and members 
called by Malacañang was 
marked by distribution of cash. 

At that Subic meeting, a Palace 
representative told the local offi- 
cials: "Pang gasolina lang (This is 
just for gasoline money).” 

This governor, а member of 
the ruling Lakas-Christian Mus- 
lim Democrat coalition, said 
Thursdays handouts мете 
viewed by most of the gover- 
nors as “pampalubag loob.” 

This governor, a member of 
the ruling Lakas-Christian Mus- 
lim Democrat coalition, said 
Thursdays handouts меге 
viewed by most of the gover- 
nors as “pampalubag loob.” 

"Malacafiang knew that as local 
‘executives we have so many emer- 
gency expenses, especially those 
involving our poor constituents, so 
that’s why this money is given to 
us and we are even thankful for 
this will [heip] our propoor pro- 

"this governor explained. 


Brown bag missed 

The governor asked for com- 
plete anonymity, "or else mag- 
aaway tayo (we'll quarrel)." 

Another southern Luzon gov- 
егпог admitted receiving also 
P500,000. 

This second governor also 
said the money had nothing to 
do with the impeachment com- 
plaint against Ms Arroyo. 

“What I know is that many gov- 
emors have been complaining 
thar they have no expenses for the 
barangay elections and many 
barangay captains are approach- 
ing them for help,” the second 
governor told the INQUIRER. 

The third governor said he 
missed the brown bag because he 
had to dash out for another en- 
gagement. This third governor 
heard about the money distribu- 
tion later from a text message 
from another local executive. 

“ was told about it by a fellow 
governor and 1 was somehow dis- 
appointed that 1 did not get one 
because that amount could be 
used for barangay projects and we 
local officials need all the help we 
can get to attend to the many basic 
problems of our constituents,” the 
third govemor said, 

This governor is not identified 
ав an ally of the administration 
but maintains a “cordial political 
relationship" with Ms Arroyo, 

A total of 48 governors at- 
tended Thursday's meeting 
called by Malacaftang. 

Eastern Samar Gov. Ben Evar- 
done, Ulap secretary general, 
said the other day that Thurs- 
days meeting actually dis- 
cussed the pending impeach- 
ment complaint agaínst Ms Ar- 
тоуо and agreed it should be 
thrown out, 

Evardone also said the gover- 
nors agreed to rally behind Ms 
Arroyo and that they wanted 
the Senate probe into the con- 
troversial National Broadband 
Network deal stopped. 

In a statement, the leaders 
and members of the League of 
Provinces of the Philippines 
(LPP) denied knowledge of any 
money changing hands at the 
Palace meeting. 

“We ... strongly deny allega- 
tions that we were given cash 
by Malacafiang last Thursday" 
said the statement issued by 
Misamis Occidental Gov. Leo 
Ocampos, LPP president. 

Ocampos! statement said that 
the report that Governor Panlilio 
was given money was “unknown 
toall of us.” 

“Maybe, just maybe, since he's 
the governor of the President's 
home province, he was given 
special attention," the statement 
said. "But on the whole, no cash 
gift was given to us," 

Ocampos said his colleagues 
were already grateful to Ms Ar- 
royo for having included the lo- 
cal governments іп a panel to 
oversee projects between the 
Philippines and China, the time- 
ly release of funds for various su- 
per region projects, and the in- 
clusion of P5-billion Kilos Asen- 
so Fund and the P2-billion 
Barangay Kalayaan Fund in the 


2 Palace 
execs deny 
presence in 
GMA meet 


TWO PALACE EXECUTIVES 
yesterday denied they were 
resent at а meeting be- 
tween President Macapagal- 
Arroyo and local gover- 
ment executives on Thurs- 
day, where cash gifts were 
reportedly distributed in ex- 
change for their continued 
support for her. 

Undersecretary Antonio 
"Tonypet" Albano of the Of- 
fice of Political Coalition Af- 
fairs and Remedios "Medy" 
Poblador of the Presidential 
Legislative Liaison Office 
were not at the. meeting 
held to discuss the status of 
infrastructure programs in 
the “super regions," Palace 
officials said. 

Ina phone interview, Al- 
bano said that on the day 
of the meeting, he was on 
his way to Manila after a 
one-week stay in the Unit- 
ed States, and arrived only 
onFriday Christine O. 
Avendaño 


proposed 2008 national budget. 

"These multibillion-peso pro- 
jects are more than enough to 
reaffirm our support to President 
Arroyo,” the statement said. 

Undersecretary Antonio 
"Tonypet" Albano of the Office 
of Political Coalition Affairs 
urged Panlilio to identify the 
Palace staff member who pur- 
portedly gave him the cash. 

“I wished Governor Panlilio 
would name the person so this 
could be investigated," said Al- 
bano, who also strongly denied 
being at the Presidents meeting 
with Ulap members. 

In Sorsogon City, Gov Sally Lee. 
also denied having received a 
cash gift after the Palace meeting. 

Lee said the governors were in 
Malacafang merely to witness 
the oath-taking of Ramon Guico 
as the new president of Ulap. 

In Pangasinan, mayors in the 
province also denied received 
money from Malacafiang. 

‘Anda Mayor Nestor Pulido said 
he and other Pangasinan mayors 
were at the Palace for their oath- 
taking and to witness the tumover. 
of the Ulap leadership. 

Calasiao Mayor Roy Macan- 
lalay said he did not receive 
anything. 

Misamis Oriental Gov, Oscar 
Moreno branded the reports 
about the supposed money dis- 
tribution at the Palace as anoth- 
er ploy perpetrated by personal- 
ities gearing for the 2010 presi- 
dential election. 

Moreno admitted signing a 
press statement criticizing the 
impeachment case against Ms 
Arroyo but denied having ге- 
ceived anything during the 
closed-door Palace meeting. 

“It's unfair to make а sweep- 
ing generalization that every- 
one who attended that affair re- 
ceived something,” he said. 

Senators were “outraged” by 
the reported distribution of 
cash envelopes. 

“Twill file a resolution today to 
have а formal investigation 
where we will invite resource 
persons with knowledge of the 
payoffs, whether recipients or 
givers,” said Sen. Panfilo Lacson. 

Lacson said the Senate would 
likely summon Panlilio to testify. 

“Now that a govemor, no less 
than the local head of the Presi- 
dents home province, has provid- 
ed first hand public testimony that 
money changed hands, it is appro- 
priate to determine where the 
money came from," Lacson said. 

He added: “We are not only 
talking about impropriety bur al- 
so criminal acts (of giving 
ey right inside Malacafiang). 

Sen Aquilino Pimentel Jr, sai 
“Tr is outrageous that this adminis- 
trations is resorting to this trickery 
to shield or immunize’ the Presi- 
dent from facing an impeachment 
case containing the grave offenses 
she has committed that may be 
inidated by the opposition and 
other groups that are disenchant- 
ed with her misrule.” Weh reports 
from Gil C. Cabacungan; Gabriel 
Cardinoza, Inquirer Northern 
Luson; Bobby Q. Labalan, In- 
шег Southern Luzon; and Ma. 
Cecilia Rodrigues, — Nash 
Maulana and Orlando Dinoy, In- 
quirer Mindanao 
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Marcos crony 
loses PNCC case 


By Leila B. 
Salaverria 


THE SUPREME 
Court has dis- 
missed the claim 
of Marcos crony 
Rodolfo Cuenca 
that the issuance 
of shares in the 
Philippine Nation- 
al Construction 
Corp. to govern- 
ment-owned fi- 
nancial institu- 
tions (GFI) to cov- 
ег PNCC’s debts 
was questionable. 

Тһе high tribunal 
ruled that the ma- 
jority shares in 
PNCC had been cor- 
rectly transferred to 
the СЕБ as pay- 
ments for the debts 
of the construction 
firm. 

According to the 
tribunal, the find- 
ings of the Securi- 
ties and Exchange 
Commission, up- 
held by the Court 
of Appeals that the 
GFIs had owned 
the shares, should 
mot be disturbed 
since these were 
considered final 
and were backed 
by substantial evi- 
dence. 


Equity 

Former President 
Ferdinand Marcos 
іп 1983 directed the 
GFls, through Letter 
of Instruction 1295, 
to convert the loans 
of PNCC's predeces- 
sor the Construc- 
ton Development 
Corp. of the Philip- 
pines( CDCP), into 
equity in PNCC after 
it failed to pay its 
obligations to the 
GFls. 

The GFis were 
the Philippine Na- 
tional Bank, the 
Development Bank 
of the Philippines, 
the National De- 
velopment Compa- 
ny (NDC), the Gov- 
ernment Service 
Insurance System, 
the Land Bank of 
the Philippines 


Mining 
company 
suspended 


By T] Burgonio 


ENVIRONMENT 
Secretary Lito 
Atienza yesterday 
warned small тіп- 
ing companies 
that he would stop 
their operations if 
they were found 
to be engaged in 
big mining prac- 
tices 

Atienza issued 
the warning after 
he suspended the 
operations of SR 
Metals Inc. (SR- 
MI), a small-scale 
nickel mine in 
Tubay, Agusan del 
Norte, for suppos- 
edly exceeding the 
annual extraction 
limit of 50,000 
metric tons. 

Atienza said they 
are also looking into 
reports that some of 
these small scale 
firms also pool their 
extractions and turn 
these over to а 
large-scale mining 
firm, 

Under the law, 
small-scale opera- 
tors are allowed to 
mine a maximum 
of 20 hectares per 
permit, and ех- 
tract up to 50,000 
dry metric tons of 
metallic and non- 
metallic minerals 
every year. 


30 HongKong 
Free & Easy 
USS 165 

20 Hongkong 
Disneydaytour 
US$ 220 

[30 BANGKOK 

Package 

US$ 170 


AD SINGAPORE 


AD HongKong 
Free Easy 
US$ 200 

3B non 

бетт in Disney 

US$ 240 

“BANGKOK 
Package 
USS 180 
10 SHANGHAT 

Package Package Package 

Export and Рог | US$244 | US$272 US$ 330 

eign Loan Guaran- SUNBRIGHT TOURS & TRAVEL 

tee Corp. iss Reel UN bs 
Cuenca was for- ANED / STATE / 57 
mer head of the CD- ЗГЕ) ГАЛТ / 40 


фон | 
Балан 
095185 | 
40 Hongkong | 
E | 
095280 | 
SDsmoaPORE | 

Package 
085220 | 
4D BENING | 
| 


and the Philippine 


ARTY TENTS 


28 KJ cor. КЄ St., Kamias Rd., О.С. 
Tels. 928-1486 + Telefax: 929-5803 
0922-Triplex = 0922-878tent 


Son aortic by isa 


3D/2N Asian Tours 
US 5208 
sus 
зю 


Jorge 
Ея 

Saigon 

Roundtrip Tickets 
Los Angsles/SFO 
incor 


Cash Php iastallment 
US $525 Рр 809% 
5080 Php 9% 
Sao Рр 70" 
8780 Php Lite 
‘Domestic Tour Package’ " Cash * ‘Php Installment 
Phplio — Pip 8% 
Php 2170 m 
Php 


rie ei aS 
e TIT 
ohne 

ъч ва: PMC Finance & investment Cir’. 


ine of Cleuning Equipment 


P3,700| ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT 
for CARWASH BUSINESS 
" 


Commando 707 
1500 PSi/2 $ HP 
мла Complee Accesos 
High Pressure Washer 
For Personal Use 


es 
w= P39,500 


ТЕХ Golden Jet 
1900 P5, Pro. 29007517209. те. Ренеа 
Guaranteed The Lowest Price In The Market _ 120797 Pra 
| INDUSTRIAL HIGH PRESSURE WASHER UP TO 7000 PSI AVAILABLE | 
"Major Crodit Cards Accopted Deferred Payments Up To 24 Моз 
= MAIN: 1851 М. OROSA ST. MALATE, MLA 
[TB Tel. Nos.: 5245290 - 5244328 . 5240529 
COMMERCIAL : 0922-8825326 + 0917-7896670) 
ICORPORATED, Tel. 7490581 • 749370: 


WHAT IN THE 
WORLD CAN 
YOU DO ABOUT 


CLIMATE 


— À 
ithe ke come of pol 
© emission fs Ше bou 


Fee water exin pns gresbouse 

emissions. о wing Ше ns maul fee en 

ica your water i oe uf the nest «сіне w 

ree your msc on cate chenge Ву rg 

Sour conventional hemer wth ә Sollen, you сап 
eng comuamplon up о DOE, 

and presen tes of емің dioxide ema, 


With the money уй ave by geting 
Soe ha fiee 
Four Solar сш pay fr ler 


Soi you're asking yourself what 
‘you a do abou imate change 

ck ир he pune and ай 

et Scie Expert =the word wil ak sou 


tort 
527-8261 loc. 259 


The hottest character today 
\inrvideo games and television 


Over two decades now. 
Rockman Ехо, then Rockman Exe Axess. 
‘Soon, Rockman Exe Stream! 


"Sundays, 1:00 AM. 
Rockman Exe Stream bresks out 1st quarter 
242005, aiso on GMA 


Rocking electronic media іп Japan, 
ISA, Europe, and the rest of Asia. 


For inquiries, please colt 


EXCLUSUE ICONS 


Оп ноне, Shaw Bhd ок 
Э. Francis St andar Cty 
Tet No: 9100165 “Tt 67-213 


€— 
Also avaiable for селва 


Si, | AMERICANIello 


Be моды Search 
48 Modal Management 
©йе Cale Coram Soe 
lla Beauty Suto 


“аз 


#дегоысздВаат!п!ол] | 
$210 Sante ceca) 


22873455) 
бо17-8з330762| 


Good Location. Good View 


BAGUIO 
VACATION APTS 


Brand New 
2BR 
3BR 


5 Beds 
10 Beds 


Extra Beds / cooking allowed & 

spacious garden for jogging / 

biking... Fogzy... Bautifl sunset. 
ibkouse w meeting rooms & 
deal for fas 

vacation’ gatherings’ se 


14,000.08. 


евуісе БЕС 


OPYTRADE. 


749-8155 to 56 * 781-3472 * 749-8216 
ке ве $50 Mf Mocion S. Sampaloc. Мете 


< Wi powder coated nit 
(custom colors avo]: 
E 


= Rolis on 6 - 6” x Z чопон не 
"ated г 900 ibe esc 


* Protective covor, and og pats? y 
палау 7425 


Pro вано", 
rete 180 Gon 


BUILD A BOXING GYM BUSINESS 
FOR 50% LESS THAN FRANCHISE 


"minus: AT 
TEGU PUN 


I SOURCE ки к ац сыл, TO tri c Bol Vlog 


College.of San Juan 


Озе to overwhelming ineresso in student enrolment. we 
are expanding and moving to а bigger, better, and more 
convenient location In Greenils on Ortigas Avenue. 


ORTIGAS AVE. Fr EDSA 


Sei mand e 
WEEKEND CLASSES! se 


BASE HOSPITAL: VETERANS MEMORIAL 
СНЕ. Government Recognition No. 012 


e 


%%; cdetanyeef ratus 
ТЕН 1 


GOLD 2005! 
PLATINUM 2004): 
GOLD 2003; 
GOLD 2002: 
GOLD 2001; 
GOLD 2600: 


-TEC-C4 


OM 


RT 


„Ө PILOT б. 


Jat 


ТУР Sone asume ma re ma ra ИН | 


VARRO 


Са 


E 


BL-GC3 
BL-GC4 


i 
налее wring, % 
wih be polymor aki 
"Avalon әде) 
218810. 


, Manila 
912 to 14 Fax: 2425671 


PILOT CORPORATION 


Tokyo, Japan 


, Paredes St., Binondo. 


pine Exclusive Distributor 
COSMOS BAZAR, INC. 


5710. 
P.O, BOX 1601 els.: 243: 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER MONDAY, OCTOBER 15,2007 


'PDI No. 1 for families of OFWs, says survey i 


From page Al Philippine Star (3.5 percent) its members are “time-poor, mated 1.47 million readers. 
and Manila Bulletin (1.8 per- closely guarded and high net | It was the sixth straight year 
The Inquirer was the most cent), according to Nielsens worth individuals.” that the INQUIRER was the No. 1 
read broadsheet among OFW Media Index Teens. Media Index Teen covered broadsheet in the country, ac- 
beneficiaries for the past year Міеібепе Media Index OFW Filipinos aged 13 to 19. With а cording to the Media Index. 
(42.7 percent), followed by covered 300 remittance recipi- population of over 13 million, Тһе 13th Media Index, con- 
Manila Bulletin (30.8 percent) ents aged 18 years and over in this age bracket represents al- ducted during the first quarter, 
гапа Philippine Star (23.1 per- Мето Manila, the rest of Luzon, most 15 percent of the country’s showed that the INQUIRER was 
cent), Nielsen's Media Index Metro Cebu and Metro Davao. 88.7 million total population, the choice of 54 percent of the 
i, OFW showed. The survey, conducted in ће according to Nielsen. respondents, who read a broad- 
% Nielsen's Media Index Prime first quarter of 2007, used Aside from the broadsheet sheetthe previous day. 
TialsofoundthatthelNQuieR маз door-to-door personal inter- preferences of the respondents, Placing second was Manila 
p thetop broadsheetread the pre- views. the surveys covered their expo- Bulletin with 47 percent or 
| vious day (37.2 percent) by the Тһе Media Index Prime sur- sure to and consumption of oth- about 1.27 million readers, fol- 
‘privileged few" market in vey used one-on-one personal er media such as radio, televi- lowed by Philippine Star with 
Metro Manila—households interviews with 250 members оЁ sion and the Internet. 35 percent or an estimated 1.15 
| earning at least P50,000 the AB class, or those living in Results of the surveys found million readers. 
} monthly. gated high-end subdivisions and patterns of product consump- Тһе survey covered 2,550 re- 
Philippine Star came second earning over P50,000 a month, боп and lifestyle of the market spondents aged 10 years and 
(29.9 percent), and Manila Bul- and 250 respondents from the segments. above from all socioeconomic 
letin, third (24 percent). СІ class in Metro Manila. Earlier this year, a nation- classes in 22 cities all over the 
Even among teens, the IN- The affluent market is de- wide Nielsen survey also found country. It had a margin of error 
Quinen was the top broadsheet scribed by Nielsen as “the most that the Inquirer was the most of plus or minus 2 percentage 
(4.8 percent), followed by elusive and hardest to reach" as read broadsheet, with an esti- points. 


ALOCAL guide crosses steaming fissures of 
Taal Volcano during a raised volcanic activity 
in 1992. E 


Deadly 
volcanos 
as tourist 
attractions 


From page Al 


Of the 300 volcanos scattered through- 
out the Southeast Asian archipelago, 22 аге 
active while 27 are classified as “potentially 
active.” 

Despite the danger, the government is 
looking at ways of turning these dormant 
monsters into money-spinning tourist draw 
cards. 


Appeal of eruptions 

"People are fascinated by the phe- 
nomenon of volcanic eruptions,” said Fran- 
cois Dominique de Larouziere, scientific di- 
rector of Vulcania, a volcano park that has 
drawn some 2.45 million paying visitors a 
year since its opening in 2002 on an extinct 
Volcano іп the remote Auvergne region of 
central France. 

By contrast, total annual tourist arrivals 
in the Philippines have never passed the 
three million mark. 

According to De los Reyes, people go out 
of their way to see the impact of eruptions. 
During last year's deadly eruptions of 
on volcano, 340 kilometers southeast of 
Manila, tourists flocked to the area to catch 
a glimpse of the eruptions. 

‘Mayon, with a perfect cone similar to 
Japan’s Mount Fuji, rises 2,420 meters 
above emerald rice fields near Legazpi City 
in Albay. A deadly eruption in 1814 buried 
sonie 1,200 people alive in the village of 
Cagsawa, and all that remains today is the 
church belfry. 

“Volcanos show how dynamic or danger- 
ous they can be, and people appreciate it,” 
De los Reyes said, adding that the unique 
shapes of land formations caused by vol- 
canic eruptions themselves also drew peo- 
plein. 


Interactive attractions 

“Geothermal lesions,” including hot 
springs and fuming vents caused by melting 
rock, could also serve as “interactive” at- 
tractions that generate income from spas or 
campsites. 

Pinatubo and Taal, a volcano south of 
Manila that sits on a large lake, is attract 
major developers who have filled the sur- 
rounding ridges with vacation homes and 
fancy restaurants. 

But Iraya, Kanlaon, Bulusan, Banahaw, 
Hibok-Hibok, Isarog and Kalatungan, to 
name a few other volcanos, are physically 
remote and inaccessible. 

‘Apo, the country's highest peak and a po- 
tentially active volcano on the southern is- 
land of Mindanao, is visited mainly by 
mountain climbers who hike up the 2,938- 
meter summit and back over three or more 
days. 

“Volcanos do not erupt every day,” said 
‘Teresa Mundita Lim, head of the govern- 
ments protected areas and wildlife bureau, 
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Unspilt milk 


ITH NOTHING LESS THAN THE FUTURE OF 

Wie we raise our babies at stake, the issue over 

the Milk Code's total ban on advertising for 

breast milk substitutes could not but be highly emotional. 

The decision of the Supreme Court last week, striking 

down certain portions of the Code's revised implement- 

ing rules and regulations or RIRR that instituted an abso- 

lute ban on infant formula advertise- 

EDITORIAL ments, could not but inspire strong re- 
actions too. 

We understand the deep sense of outrage shared by 
breastfeeding advocacy groups such as Arugaan, which 
called the high courts decision “ridiculous.” Its 
spokesperson did not mince words in ruing all the unspilt 
milk: “We are enraged. The future of Filipino children is 
now for sale. We can’t see any righteousness in this.” 

It is unfortunate, albeit inevitable, that questions of 
right and wrong are tied to questions of legal and illegal. 
Cases filed before the courts are meant to decide primor- 
dially on the legal issues. But parties to a case are often 
heavily invested in it, to the point where victory or defeat 
implies judgment on their moral choices. 

In the case of the Milk Code, a noble and necessary pol- 
icy—the promotion of breastfeeding—is all tangled up 
with society's mixed feelings about the potency, the ubiq- 
uity and the sheer opinion-shaping power of one of the 
driving forces of capitalism: advertising. 

"When we discover that billions of pesos are spent by in- 
fant formula companies advertising their products and 
their sometimes rather fantastic claims, and realize that 
the government's pro-breastfeeding campaign in contrast 
is inadequately funded, we can easily understand why 
advocacy groups find the test of the market unfair. As the 
Arugaan spokesperson lamented: "What freedom of 
choice are we talking about when what [the people] have 
is a misinformed choice?” 

The government's proposed solution, however, was ex- 
treme: Ban all infant formula ads. If advocacy groups 
found the test of the market unfair, then let the Depart- 
ment of Health eliminate the test. 

Because the Supreme Court allowed some form of test 
of the market to continue, precisely for the public to ex- 
ercise its freedom of choice, advocacy groups felt they 
had been slighted, their moral positioning on a legal is- 
sue opened to question. But all the high court did was to 
follow where the law led; it found that, in instituting a 
total ban, the Department of Health overstepped its 
boundaries and went beyond the scope of the Milk 
Code. 

The Court ruled, in a 12-Q decision written by Justice 
Alicia Austria-Martinez, that the “national policy of pro- 
tection, promotion and support of breastfeeding cannot 
automatically be equated with a total ban on advertising 
for breast milk substitutes.” 

In a separate, concurring opinion, Chief Justice Rey- 
nato Puno also warned that the total ban had implica- 
tions for the practice of free speech. “It ought to be self- 
evident ... that the advertisement of such products 
which are-strictly informative cuts too deep on free 
speech.” 

In following where the law led, however, the high court 
found a middle ground where the DOH can pursue its 
breastfeeding policy and infant formula companies can 
responsibly offer their products to the public. 

What the government can do, the Court said, is regu- 
late the advertising. This will force the DOH to be more 
stringent and, in the words of a health undersecretary, 
“more deliberate” in allowing infant formula advertise- 
ments. 

It was in this light that the United Nations Children’s 
Fund welcomed the Court’s decision as in fact a victory 
for breastfeeding. “This signals an end to the unethical 
advertising claims that [for instance] infant formulas in- 
crease intelligence,” a Unicef statement read. 

The onus, in other words, has moved from the Supreme 
Court, which breastfeeding advocates wanted to see issue 
a once-and-for-all declaration, back to the DOH, where 
the promotion of breastfeeding and its benefits will re- 
main, eminently, a matter of day-to-day vigilance. Con- 
sidering the Philippine polity's need for growing political 
maturity, the decision may be just what the doctor or- 
dered. 
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SOME CONGRESSMEN CALL IT A “CHRIST- 
mas gift." Others call it “a token of remem- 
brance," “a send-off gift” or “a form of help.” 
They give it various names except the right 
one: a bribe. But a bribe it is. As Shakespeare 
would put it, What's in a name? A bribe by any 
other name is still a bribe. It stinks! 

‘That is why congressmen trooped to Mala- 
cafiang last Thursday, 190 of them, when the 
House can't even get a quorum on session 
days. Word was passed around that fat en- 
velopes would be distributed іп Malacafiang. 
And so the congressmen rushed there before 
the envelopes ran out. “Baka ako maubusan,” 
said one sweating congressman as he rushed in 
through the Palace door. Another gathering 
was held that same evening, for those who did 
not make it to the breakfast meeting. 

The envelopes contained between P200,000 
and P500,000 in cash, and a promise that P70 
million in pork barrel funds would be released 
soon for each congressman, all of which will 
come out of our pockets, the taxpayers. This is 
‘what congressmen live for: the distribution of 
bribes. Can you imagine how many billions of 
pesos were distributed to lawmakers on that day 
alone? Can you imagine how many schools, how 
‘many homes for the homeless, how many health 
centers, how many kilometers of farm-to-market 
roads, et. all that money could have financed? 

But on one single day alone, all that money 
‘went to the pockets of our congressmen. Con- 
gressmen like to say that they "have the power 
of the purse.” Wrong. Malacafiang holds the 
biggest purse. Congress can appropriate the 
budgets of the different departments and 
agencies, but it is the Palace that releases the 
funds to whom it wants and how much. De- 
partments may have big budgets on paper, but 
unless Malacafiang opens its purse, there 
‘would be no jingle bells in October. 

‘And congressmen have an early Christmas 
because they eagerly sent a farce of an impeach- 
ment complaint against President Macapagal- 
Arroyo to the rules and justice committees, thus 
inoculating her for one year against a more seri- 
‘ous and genuine impeachment complaint. She 


PANFILO LACSON HAD SOME VERY INTER- 
esting things to say about Jose de Venecia 
“Не ош. 12% only a matter of time whether 
he'll get out fighting or not. 1 pity him. He 
saved her in 2005 during the height of the Hel- 
lo Сагс? scandal. What he didn't know and 
probably still doesn’t realize is that nothing 
matters to the President except herself.” 

True enough, it was De Venecia who, along 
with Fidel Ramos, saved GMA from a fate worse 
than death—at least for her—which was to lose 
power. But which would have been a fate better 
than karaoke for the rest of the country, not 
least for the widow and followers of Fernando. 
Poe Jr, who had been robbed of their rightful 
due. Pity is not the thing most of us will feel at 
that recollection. A sense of poetic justice is. 

But as poetic justice goes, that is not the most 
poetic of them all. What isis GMA buying off the 
congressmen to fend off impeachment, the very 
thing De Venecia himself did gleefully over the 
last couple of years, using the most extravagant 
language to extol the despicable. To now find 
the shoe on the other foot, indeed to now be 
fighting for his Ше however staunchly he denies 
it, ah, but now he knows, or has an idea, how 
his countrymen felt when he screwed them. 

His fate is a good thing for the current pro- 
fessional sycophants or presidential ass-lickers 
to contemplate. As well indeed are the fates of 
those who helped GMA get to be where she is 
today. Look at where they are now. 

‘The two major individuals who helped her 
come to power and keep her there were of 
course Cory Aquino and Jaime Cardinal Sin. 
‘They were the ones whose support and compa- 
пу GMA vigorously solicited when she decided 
at the 11th hour to throw her hat into the fight 
against Erap. She was constantly photographed 
beside them, not least in prayerful poses, be- 
seeching God come to her aid. Cory and Sin 
could of course be forgiven for taking her into 
their bosom at that time, neither they nor the 
world knew any better, and the prospect of be- 
ing king- or queen-maker is one to tempt man 
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сап relax at least until October next year. 

GMA already holds the world record for 
having the most impeachment complaints filed 
against her but not one of them has even got- 
ten off the ground because of this policy of 
bribery. Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago was 
wrong when she said the Chinese invented cor- 
ruption. No, the Arroyo administration may 
not have invented corruption, but iis certainly 
propagating it. Bribery seems to have become 
official policy of her administration. 

What is even more galling is the cheek of 
congressmen and executive officials in deny- 
ing what every Filipino knows is happening. 
Hypocrisy is in full bloom. 

‘While admitting that envelopes were djs- 
tributed in Malacanaig and that his contained 
cash, Rep. Antonio Cuenco of Cebu claimed he 
did not know who distributed the envelopes. 
He doesn't know who gave him his envelope? 
Others tried to make it sound as if it is as natu- 
ral as breathing in and out. 

“That's the obligation of our leaders in the 
ruling coalition," one congressman said. “It is 
expected from the party,” seconded another. 
“The party gives such cash gifts as the House 
goes on recess.” “Тһе amount is usually given 
to congressmen before they take a semestral 
break,” said a third. “It's normal at the end of 
session days for congressmen to be given to- 
kensof remembrance,” said a fourth. 

And while some congressmen admitted they 
received cash “gifts,” others pretended not to 
know anything about it. "I don't know any- 
thing about that," said a three-term lawmaker 
Another lawmaker said Malacafiang has the 
penchant for using the pork barrel allocations 
to keep the congressmen toeing the adminis- 
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and beast, (ex-)president and cardinal. 

What they cannot be forgiven for was contin- 
uing to thrust her upon us in 2004. By that time, 
the qualities of their protégé, which resembled 
those of the very person Cory fought and oust- 
ed, who was Ferdinand Marcos, were already 
patent, not least a willingness to do everything, 
including lie, to keep power. What were they 
thinking? Whatever it was, Cardinal Sin died 
before he could rectify his error, and Cory, who 
‘went on to turn against her protégé after the 
"Hello Garci” scandal, well, didn’t that foul- 
mouthed Raul Gonzalez say when she com- 
plained of being bugged that she was probably 
doing all the bugging herself—of Kris? 

Dinky Soliman, Bill Luz and company were 
among those who campaigned for GMA vigor- 
‘ously, Luz even earning for Namírel a character- 
ization that will take years for it to live down, 
Garci's eye-popping “Sympathetic na ho уал sa 
atin,” a quotable quote in the league of "Sec, 
may 200 ka rito.” They would have a change of 
heart after the "Hello Сагс?" revelation, proba- 
bly aided in no small way by the expectation of 
an improvement in fortune in the new govern- 
ment, and bolt away from her. Alas, to no avail. 

‘The one who would condemn their action 
‘was Romulo Neri, who went on to talk about 
disloyalty and treason. Figuring it was a crime 
of epic proportions to abandon your boss in her 
time of need but not so your boss the most 
cherished principle of democracy, which is ге- 
specting the vote, in her time of greed. 

Soliman, Luz and company have since been 
actively campaigning against their former boss, 
burso far have not found a voice loud enough to 
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tration line. Presidential Management Staff 
Chief Cerge Remonde said he was not present 
during the breakfast meeting, “but 1 don't 
think the Palace will go down to that level. The 
congressmen are not for sale and for that mat- 
ter the entire Congress of the Philippines.” 

Yes, Secretary Remonde, they are. 

The best thing that has happened in the 
Philippines is the rift between GMA and 
Speaker Jose de Venecia. The worst thing is 
for the two of them to be together. If we 
were in a comic book, itis like two super-vil- 
Jains banding together. Look at what the 
two of them have done to stultify all efforts 
to bring them to justice. But with them op- 
posing, or at least distrusting, each other, 
they would perhaps slow down in fooling 
the people. 

That is why 1 am against a parliamentary 
system of government. With this system, 
опе party, or a coalition of parties, would 
have control of both the executive and leg- 
islative departments. Can you imagine what 
they can do, what abuses they can commit 
in such a case? With political butterflies as 
members of parliament, all the MPs would 
flock to the party in power. And therefore 
there would be nobody to check its abuses. 

In countries with a parliamentary system, 
such as Japan and Korea, the parties in pow- 
er rule for decades. And corruption in such a 
system is gargantuan, with the prime minis- 
ter amassing wealth for himself and his co- 
horts. In Japan and Korea, the prime minis- 
ters have been convicted of corruption and 
putin prison. 

With the kind of politicians we have, we 
will probably eclipse other countries in cor- 
ruption. 

‘TODAY'S JOKE: 

People: Ang hirap naman ng buhay. 

GMA: Konting tis na lang. 
People: You mean mahahango na tayo sa 
kahirapan? 

GMA: Hindi, Masasanay din kayo. 
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wake the dead. The reason is basic. Each time 
they point out the cesspool that is Malacafiang 
today, they remind people of their part in creat- 
ing it. Ies not as if that cesspool wasn't already 
there before May 2004. Just as well, Neri has 
been regurgitating the contents of his stomach 
of late and paraphrasing Hamlets famous solil- 
oquy while in the throes of fear: “To tell or not to 
tell, chats the question..." 

Ramos and De Venecia were the two persons 
who flew to GMAS side when she was on the 
brink of extinction and true enough plucked 
her from the jaws of it. Ramos is now neither 
here nor there. His favorite exercise, jogging, 
says itall: He's running around in circles. Every 
time he comes out to perorate on how this 
country might be better, want to say: "Well, if 
not for you and Joe de V this country would al- 
ready be so. At the very least, a lot of journal- 
ists would still be alive today.” 

And Joe de V? Well, he himself says he has 
been assured by his former parmer-in-whatever 
she would make no move to oust him as Speak- 
er. I don't know that he will sleep soundly in the 
thought that his parmer-in-whatever also as- 
sured the nation she would not run again. 

Most of these people thought they were clever 
enough to manipulate someone whose hold on 
power seemed tenuous and bend her to their will 
‘Their current plighis should give them all the time 
in the world to contemplate the sin of underest- 
‘mation, Take it from "The Usual Suspects”: Never 
go against someone who is willing to go beyond 
you. Or never go against someone who is willing 
to cross thresholds you are not. Probably as а 
corollary to that, if you crave the things that pow- 
er brings, never go against someone who craves 
power itself. You crave the things power brings, 
you will reach a point where you will find the 
price of power too high to pay. You crave power: 
зей, you will never reach a point where the price 
of power will be too high to pay. 

"Nothing matters to the Preside..: except 
herself"? The only thing one may dispute there. 
isthe word "President." 
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THE WHOLE POINT OF THE IMPEACHMENT 
process is to save the nation from one who does 
not deserve to be in office. Itis not meant to be an 
instrument of punishment. Punishment can fol- 
low in a criminal proceeding if impeachment suc- 
ceeds or when the official concerned leaves of- 
fice. 

The constitutional rules for impeachment, 
however, can be manipulated to make the process 
achieve the precise opposite of its purpose. It can 
be manipulated to shield an official from а seri- 
‘ous impeachment complaint for one year. And 
this is easily done, All that is needed is one mem- 
ber of the House who is willing to file or endorse a 
flimsy complaint, This is what all the current 
brouhaha is about. 

Not that impeachment is an effective way of re- 
moving a president from office. No president, 
whether in the United States or in the Philippines, 
has ever been removed from office by impeach- 
ment, Richard Nixon left office by resignation. 
Joseph Estrada lost the presidency by what our 
Supreme Court called constructive resignation. 

Nor is it that impeachment is the most prof- 
itable use of congressional time now. I can think 
of many more productive expenditures of con- 
gressional energy. 

But how does impeachment work as a safety 
пе? 

‘The Constitution says: “No impeachment pro- 
ceeding shall be initiated against the same official 
more than once within a period of one year.” 

The crucial point to determine is when the "im- 
peachment proceeding" is deemed to have been 
“initiated.” In 2003, in the case involving the at- 
tempted impeachment of Chief Justice Hilario 
Davide, the Court ruled that the “impeachment 
proceeding” is deemed to have been “initiated” 
mot when the justice committee starts delibera- 
tions on the complaint, nor when the committee 
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submits its report to the House, nor when the 
House starts deliberation on the committee re- 
port, nor when the House sends the complaint to 
the Senate for trial, but much earlier—that. 
when the House presiding officer sends the ves 
fied complaint to the justice committee for study. 
Tn arriving at this conclusion the Court argued 
thus: “A proceeding must be ‘initiated.’ To initiate, 
which comes from the Latin word initium, means 
to begin. On the other hand, ‘proceeding’ is a pro- 
gressive noun. It has a beginning, a middle, and 
an end. It takes place not in the Senate but in the 
House and consists of several steps: (1) there is 
the filing of a verified complaint either by a Mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives or by a pri- 
vate citizen endorsed by a Member of the House 
of the Representatives; (2) there is the processing 
of this complaint by the proper Committee which 
may either reject the complaint or uphold it; (3) 
whether the resolution of the Committee rejects 
or upholds the complaint, the resolution must be 
forwarded to the House for further processing; 
and (4) there is the processing of the same com- 
plaint by the House of Representatives which 
ther affirms a favorable resolution of the Commit- 
tee or overrides a contrary resolution by a vote of 
one-third of all the members. If at least one-third 
of all the Members upholds the complaint, Arti- 
cles of Impeachment are prepared and transmit- 
ted to the Senate. It is at this point that the House 
"initiates an impeachment case.’ It is at this point 
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that an impeachable public official is successfully 
impeached. That is, he or she is successfully 
charged with an impeachment ‘case’ before the 
‘Senate as impeachment court.” 

The Court continued: “The ‘impeachment pro- 
ceeding’ is not initiated when the complaint is 
transmitted to the Senate for trial because that is 
the end of the House proceeding and the begin- 
ning of another proceeding, namely the trial. Nei- 
ther is the ‘impeachment proceeding’ initiated 
when the House deliberates on the resolution 
passed on to it by the Committee, because some- 
thing prior to that has already been done. The ac- 
tion of the House is already a further step in the 
proceeding, not its initiation or beginning. 
Rather, the proceeding is initiated or begins, 
when a verified complaint is filed and referred 
to the Committee on Justice for action. This is 
the initiating step which triggers the series of 
steps that follow” 

In the current attempt to impeach President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, where are we? 

‘We are now within the one-year period during 
which no other impeachment complaint may be 
filed other than that filed by Апу. Roel Pulido and 
endorsed by a congressman. And since everyone 
believes that the Pulido complaint does not have 
а ghost ofa chance of succeeding, the President is 
safe from impeachment for one year. And of 
course another weak complaint can be filed a 
year later to shield her for another year et sic ad 
proximum annum! 

Тһе one-year ban found in the Constitution 
was inserted for a noble purpose: to protect an 
impeachable officer from harassment. But the 
wisest plans of mice and men have often gone 
awry The human mind can be very mischievous. 

Who fashioned the current impeachment um- 
brella? The Speaker? Malacafiang? Kampi? Not 
that it really matters much. 


My fictive kin Inday 


ON THEIR BIRTHDAYS, WE BREAK BREAD 
together at the family table. We share laughter 
with them in their joys and console them in their 
times of sorrow. In their sickness, we see to it that 
they get special nourishment and the proper 
medication as family members would. The bur- 
деп of their children’s education is shared with us 
as family members. When my sisters in the United 
States come home for their regular visits, they re- 
ceive part of the pasalubong galore. 

No, they are not members of the family. Being 
по consanguineal kin, they do not even come 
close to being our distant relatives. But they are 
part of the family and hence they are special. 
‘They are our household staff, archaically referred 
to by some as “maids” or the catch-all “domestic 
helpers.” 

‘The Filipino culture of the family, already ex- 
tended as it is, nominates a fictive dimension to 
household staff, The family heads are referred to 
аў“Кпуа” or “ate” in the local Tagalog variants, 
“manong” or "manang" among the Visayan 
groups. But brothers or sisters of consanguinity 
they are not, yet the honorific practice holds be- 
cause of the special regard they are accorded by 
‘our penchant for extended connectivities. It cer- 
tainly is a good practice that must be culturally 
upheld. 

The journey to the city for household staff is al- 
most a saga of its own. One helper we have had 
for a long time never finished high school. She 
left behind kith and kin to earn money and aug- 
ment the family income which was earned 
through the toil of the soil. Through tales she 
would share with us, we knew about the family 
hardships and the rudimentary life of the hinter- 
land home. Although we had never met them, her 
younger siblings were familiar figures to us, as 
she would relate to us how old they were, how 
they were doing in school, and what hardships 
they had to put up with. At times she would pack 
old clothes and toys we would give her to send to 
the younger ones, 

Domestic chores are not an easy task for many of 
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them who would invariably be asked to render a jill- 
of-all-trades performance. To live with a family that 
is not one's own is not necessarily an easy Ме. If for 
us there is never a place like home, so too it must be 
for them. Yet for many of us, we probably never ful- 
Jy realize how human our household staff are, and 
how much emotions and angst and pain and laugh- 
ter and joy they carry with them. Theirs is a world 
that remains largely ignored. 

‘And yet in a culture that takes pride in its ex- 
tended families, there rémains no ample protec- 
Чоп in law for those like them who make our lives 
easier. I was appalled to know how much violence 
there still exists against household staff. А niece 
shared a story about how the neighbor's help came 
to them for rescue. During the day, when the fami- 
ly members were away her clothes would be 
locked up by the house mistress, to prevent her 
from escaping the dread of her condition. She 
would be slapped each time she committed mis- 
takes. She was made to sleep on the bare floor, her 
food even unworthy for the family dog. But there 
was just no means to escape the torture. 

‘Another related how she had lived with a cou- 
ple who both forbade any of the household staff 
to take even a day off. Home visits to family were 
forbidden. Infractions were dealt with severely: 
each of them would be called to the master's bed- 
room where both couples would take tums hit- 
ting them in the abdomen, to avoid any black and 
blue signs of physical abuse. 

Loren Legarda, in what is probably one of her 
politically correct moments, recently authored а 
ill proposing a Magna Carta for the country's es- 
timated 624,000 household helpers. The bill 


looks very positive and certainly promising. It en- 
titles all househelpers to statutory pay rates, a 
13%-топф pay equal to опе month's salary, 
mandatory coverage by PhilHealth, on top of an 
existing Social Security System coverage. 

In addition, the bill mandates that normal 
working hours of household help not exceed 10 
hours every day. Any excess work would have to 
be paid extra. There is also an entitlement to at 
least eight hours of continuous rest each day, and 
14 days annual vacation leave with pay, exclud- 
ing the one day of rest they are entitled to each 
week. 

‘And there is more to the Legarda bill, such as 
the right to privacy of communications, and cer- 
tainly the right to liberally get in touch with their 
families as they wish. They will also have the 
right to free schooling, subject to flexible work 
schedule adjustments, without pay reduction. 

Everything in the bill is laudable, except that 
ме have to ask who gets to police the contraven- 
tions once it becomes part of the law of the land. 
For we know only too well that violence against 
household help, physical or otherwise, takes 
place in the confines of private homes and is often 
hidden from public scrutiny. 

The law may have a long arm, but 1 am still 
afraid that ithas short arms in protecting the wel- 
fare of our household staff. And because that is 
so, individual families like mine have taken it up- 
оп themselves to give the household staff the pro- 
tection society does not afford them. 

Too often television portrays the household 
staff with the stereotype of the Visayan or Bi- 
colana or Waray lass who comes agog to Manila 
and speaks a supposedly tell-tale accent of the 
promdi. Our laughter is supposed to be elicited at 
their expense. In fact, there is yet again a prolifer- 
ation of Inday jokes, poking fun at Inday and her 
out-of this-world accent. 

Tam not laughing. I may even resentit. Inday is 
family. 


Comments to monta@cu-cdo.edu.ph 


Mabini’s independence blueprint (1) 


IN THE YEAR OF ENDING AND BEGINNING, 
1903, one of the greatest minds this nation has 
ever produced, recently returned home after im- 
prisonment and exile, set down for posterity his 
thoughts about the future direction his country- 
men should take. In a small піра house not far 
from the Palace his former chief Aguinaldo had 
been imprisoned in, Apolinario Mabini, reluctant 
politician, peerless intellectual, with mere 
months leftin his tired and tragic life, was putting 
the finishing touches to his apologia, “La Revolu- 
cion Filipina,” which analyzed the revolution and 
republic he had served. 

The revolution of 1896, resumed in 1898, was 
not preordained. Spain, by listening to Jose 
Rizal's earnest pleas for reform and reconcilia- 
tion, for the recognition of Filipino dignity by giv- 
ing basic political rights and limiting, if not abol- 
ishing, the powers abused by the clergy, could 
have kept Filipinos happy and loyal. instead, loy- 
al petitions were met with hostility racial antipa- 
thy and imperial arrogance; abuses, instead of 
being investigated, were covered up; and while 
revolution simmered, and then flared, the 
Spaniards went ahead and made a martyr of that 
‘most reluctant of revolutionaries, Jose Rizal. 

Still, Spain, with a last exertion of conquista- 
dorial will, suppressed the revolution. Te Пеште 
were being sung at the Manila Cathedral even as 
Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo sailed into exile to forma 
poverty-struck junta in Hong Kong. He might 
have faded away from history in that British 
colony had not America flexed its new imperialist 
muscles and sought the destruction of the re- 
mainder of Spain's empire in the New World and 
the Orient. America was in search of Manifest 
Destiny and the senile empire of Spain was in the 
way. 

Rizal had foreseen American expansion in 
Asia, and Mabini had foreseen that the nation 
that was today’s ally might be tomorrow's foe; 
having studied the causes of revolution, Mabini 
‘went on to describe the causes for the demise and 
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destruction of that revolution's child, the first re- 
public. 

Impatience, vainglory, a lack of honor and of 
judgment, Mabini judged, led to the downfall of 
both the Philippine Revolution and the First 
Philippine Republic. Filipinos suffered from the 
petty and violent jealousies of their leaders, as 
demonstrated by the power struggle which An- 
dres Bonifacio, Supreme Leader of the secret soci- 
ety known as the Katipunan, lost, and Aguinaldo, 
а lucky commander and better politician, won; a 
lack of strategic vision; most of all from а lack of 
morality at the top which was copied by those un- 
der their command, as demonstrated by the 
abuse of women by Filipino soldiers which Mabi- 
ni bitterly condemned. The Republic fell, fighting 
heroically іс was true, but hampered by the 
naiveté and conceit of its leaders, whom Mabini 
had tried honorably to serve. 

Having penned his analysis of the failures of 
the past, Mabini set out to pen his hopes and his 
advice—for the future. 

Inthe tradition of Rizal, Mabini mused on what 
he thought would arise from the conditions then 
extant. July 4, 1901 had seen the inauguration as 
civil governor of William Howard Taft, 330 
pounds of ponderous politician, who replaced an 
embittered Lt. Gen. Arthur MacArthur and 
promptly began to govern with a cabinet-cum- 
legislature called the Philippine Commission, 
composed of Americans and cooperative Fil- 
ipinos. A year later, by the time Theodore Roo- 
sevelt declared the “insurrection” officially over, 
the position of military governor had been abol- 


ished, and the US Congress had passed legisla- 
tion calling for a census preparatory to a national 
election. Municipal governments had been orga- 
nized, supervised by a national government 
armed with a Sedition Law that provided for the 
punishment of dissent. American actions, from 
overt acts of conquest, now turned to subtler acts 
of building up of a government in which Filipinos 
played a greater role than at any time previously. 
Circumstances were such that, in Mabini’s mind, 
Filipinos had acquitted themselves honorably 
‘enough on the field of battle for the Americans to 
recognize that they would do best to give the Fi 
ipinos some measure of freedom than to try to kill 
them all. And that the United States, in turn, be- 
‘cause of its own traditions and the peculiar char- 
acteristics of its leaders and people, would be 
more inclined to be reasonable, if not pragmatic, 
when it came to the principles and objectives of 
their rule in the Philippines. 

But still, would America, then, simply baby 
the Filipinos along, until Mabinis countrymen 
‘would finally forget the freedom they had lived 
and died to achieve? No—for too much had hap- 
pened for Filipinos to forget the aspiration that 
could only have been smothered much earlier, 
when the Propagandists first petitioned Spain 
for the rights of a child; the child had matured, 
and suffered for its ideals. The ideals could not 
be forgotten. 

Mabini was sure, having worked with many of 
the men now in the good graces of the Americans, 
that there would be men of position who would 
not want independence at all, and thus be natural 
allies of the Americans: in particular to his former 
colleagues in government, Trinidad H. Pardo de 
‘Tavera, Felipe Buencamino and Pedro Paterno, 
who had inaugurated Filipino participation in the 
new American government by demanding annex 
ation—even statehood—by the United States. Par- 
do de Tavera's party—the Federalistas—was the 
first organized under the Americans and would be 
the first to be rejected by its own people. 
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Trillanes, Garcia 
and Balmaceda 


AFTER THE STUNNING VICTORY OF SEN. ANTONIO - 
"Sonny" Trillanes IV in the elections last May, many people _ 
were wondering how he made it to the magic circle, consid-! 
ering his lack of logistics, the absence of a decent political’ 
machinery, minimal media exposure and most of all his соп- 
finement in a detention center that curtailed his freedom of , 
movement. 

Му reply to all the questions surrounding his achieve- 
ment was quite sim- 
ple. Trillanes won 
because he was, in 
the eyes of our peo- 
ple, the underdog іп 
a battle pitting him 
against better 
known figures like 
Mike Defensor, Pros- 
pero Pichay, Cesar 
Montano and Richard Gomez. He was David against Go- 
liath and the Filipino people love an underdog especially 
one who is viewed as young, idealistic, and reform-ming- 

‘More than four months after his election, Trillanes is un- 
able to participate in regular Senate sessions and recently 
‘was prevented from seeing his Senate staff and guests at his 
prison cell in Fort Bonifacio. Earlier he was not allowed to at- 
tend the formal opening of Congress where the President de- 
livered her State of the Nation Address. 

What gives? Other individuals under similar circum- 
stances have been dealt with leniently and with utmost con- 
sideration. Here a young man who has been chosen to repre- 
sent the people with over 11 million votes cast in his favor by 
the electorate is treated as though he were a convict, a threat 
to national security, and a danger to society and to the Re- 
public. 

Nevertheless, Trillanes continues to carry out his duties 
and responsibilities as a senator. In his first 100 days as an 
elected public official, he has filed a number of bills and res- 
olutions dealing not only with military affairs but also with 
other subjects such as cheaper medicine and poverty allevi- 
ation. 

‘Trillanes will be around when many of the characters in 
the current national scene will be long gone. The inconve- 
niences and hardships that he now faces only make him 
more of the underdog, which in the first place got him elect- 
ed senator. It is time to treat him with decency and fairness. 
While he is young and has a lot to learn, and perhaps has 
made mistakes in his life, he also can contribute much in the 
continuing debate on how to move the country forward. He 
represents the future while his detractors remain mired in 
the past. 
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А Boholano Peemayer, Felixberto "Guy" Camacho, class 
1965, now a resident of Mississauga, Canada (that’s a long 
way from Bohol), checks in with the observation that my 
classmate Artemio Mison is not the first Boholano jet fighter 
pilot. Camacho says that Bartolome Cabangbang, class 
1940, flew the 7-33 after World War Il “and possibly another 
jet" Perhaps Camacho, himself a hotshot fighter pilot with 
the Sth Fighter Wing of the PAF and one of the best in the Air 
Force family, has overlooked the fact that the Tbird is basi; 
cally a trainer and nota fighter plane. 

Having said all this, let me add that for such a small 
province, Bohol has contributed much to our éountry's histo- 
ту and development. The fourth President of the Third Re- 
public was a Boholano, Carlos Р Garcia, who succeeded Ra- 
mon Magsaysay in March 1957. 

Before he became President, Garcia served as the foreign 
policy expert for the Magsaysay administration. As secretary 
of foreign affairs, he opened formal reparation negotiations, 
which led to an agreement ending the nine-year technical 
state of war between Japan and the Philippines in April 
1954. As chairman of the Southeast Asian Security Confer- 
ence in Manila that same year, he guided the discussions that 
led to the establishment of the Southeast Asia Treaty Organi- 
zation (Seato). The organization was envisioned to be a de 
белге alignment against possible communist aggression in , 
the region. As a young captain, I served at Seato headquar- 
ters in Bangkok when Gen. Jesus Vargas was chosen secre- 
tary general by the member nations. 

Carlos P Garcia will be remembered most for his enuncia- 
tion of che "Filipino First” policy aimed at breaking the domi- 
nance of foreign interests in the national economy and 
bringing about Philippine economic independence and 
sovereignty. Some historians say that this action contributed 
to his defeat in the 1961 elections. 

Another Philippine leader whose 111th birth anniversary 
passed unnoticed last month was Cornelio Balmaceda. Many 
consider him as the “Father of the Department of Commerce 
and Industry,” now known as the Department of Trade and 
Industry (DTD. 

‘Ambassador Benjamin В. Domingo, a former undersecre- 
tary of foreign affairs and currently dean of the Manila Law , 
College, remembers Balmaceda for personal reasons. It was 
Balmaceda who developed the policy of sending commercial 
attachés abroad to promote Philippine products and expand 
the market for our exports. Domingo was one of the first of 
these trade promotion officers appointed by Balmaceda. He , 
was sent to Seattle, Washington, covering the Pacific North- 
west area as well as Canada. 

From my own viewpoint, Cornelio Balmaceda was a man’ 
of quiet dignity, warmth, strength and rectitude. When he 
was a Cabinet member, I remember visiting him in an old 
quonset hut, the family residence. At that time, 1 wondered 
why the secretary of commerce and industry lived so frugal- 
ly Later I realized that it would have been totally out of char- 
acter for him to adopt a different lifestyle on account of his 
exalted position. 

‘The selection of Manila as the site of the Asian Develop- 
ment Bank was the work of Balmaceda. In the closing 
months of the Macapagal administration where he served as 
secretary of commerce and industry, he devoted much of his 
time and effort in securing the votes of member countries of 
the ADB in favor of Manila. When Iwas posted at Searo, I re- 
call him crisscrossing the region using Bangkok as his jump- 
off point in search of support for the Philippines. In the end, 
his efforts paid off when Manila was declared the official 
home of the Asian Development Bank. 

Just before turning over the presidency to Ferdinand Mar- 
cos, Diosdado Macapagal scribbled a short note to Balmace- 
да: “You have been a model member of my cabinet for in- 
tegrity efficiency and loyalty. Your crowning achievement 
was the establishment of the Asian Development Bank in the 
Philippines. Posterity will remember you as one of the great- 
est administrators in our government and as one of our 
greatest citizens.” 
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A society of masters and slaves 


1 GOT THAT “INDAY JOKE" А FEW 
weeks back and, honestly, I am not im- 
pressed. ("Inday jokes spread; mili- 
tants not amused," INQUIRER, 
10/10/07) I even told my friend in the 
Philippines who sent it to me to refrain 
from sending the joke to more people. 
Simply put, itis nasty. 

The trouble is, our educational sys- 
tem and society as a whole did not 
teach us “dignity of labor.” In Toronto 
where I am working as a teacher, kids 


are taught how to value manual jobs. 
In school, they play with screwdrivers, 
saws, planes, fire engines, etc. At a 
very young age children are taught 
that every job is important. 

No job is small. When they go to mid- 
dle grades and high school, it is OK for 
them to write things like they want to 
become carpenters, plumbers, firefight- 
ers, policemen, gardeners, street sweep- 
ers, garbage collectors, etc. when they 
grow up. Of course, it is also OK for 


JDV Ш: no hero but a sore loser and liar 


IF THE OFFER OF JOSE “JOEY” DE 
Venecia III was for а BOO (build-oper- 
ate-own) or BOT (buildoperate- 
transfer) National Broadband Net- 
work (NBN) project, then: 

Why did he have to see Comelec 
Chair Benjamin Abalos? Why did he 
have to meet ZTE officials repeatedly? 
Why did he meet with First Gentleman. 
Jose Miguel Arroyo? Why did he һауе 
to go to China? АЙ he needed to do 
was to convince Communications Sec- 
retary Leandro Mendoza of the unas- 
sailable merits of his bid. 

‘Answer: Joey was not pushing Ams- 
terdam Holdings’ BOO/BOT offer. He 
жаз trying to convince ZTE, using his fa- 
ther, Speaker Jose de Venecia and Aba- 
los, to grant his company, Amsterdam, 


| what ZTE gave to his formér company, 


Multimedia Telephony Inc. (MTI), now 
owned by Ricky Razon et al. 

Joey could not possibly make а 
BOT/BOO offer because his company 
doesn't have enough funds to under- 
take the project. Joey made the offer 
so Romulo Neri, his father's puppet, 
would be able to issue a "comfort let- 
ter” to him, so that JDV would be able 
to pressure all the parties concerned. 

But obviously, Уз clout didn't 
work. And Joey, not used to not gerting 
what he wants, went to media and 
messed up the story; even presented 
himself as a hero. No, Joey is not a hero, 
heis simply a sore loser and a liar. 

Why did PLDT commission UP to 
make the study that found the ZTE of- 
fer overpriced? 

Answer: Because Manuel V Pangili- 


nan, PLDT's top honcho, wanted to be 
part of the NBN-ZTE deal but Razon 
refused. And if the NBN project pushes 
through, the government's telephone 
and cell phone bills will be cut by 50 
percent. 

awyer Roe! Pulido, a former counsel 
ofthe Magdalo group of rebel military of- 
ficers, has fled an ethics complaint at the 
House of Representatives against JDV for 
“abetting the criminal acts of his son” 
when the latter “illegally sought and se- 
cured a congressional franchise for his 
firm, Multimedia Telephony, while his fa- 
ther was the top House official." 

Pulido claims that when Joey's MTI 
applied for and acquired a congressional 
franchise, JDV was the Speaker and, 
thus, he violated the anti-graft law; that 
Joey repeated the offense when MTI lat- 
er "had its franchise enlarged, also while 
his father was Speaker"; that Joey "re- 
peated the violation" when he submitted 
ап uninvited proposal то install а broad- 
band network for the government. 

JDV lied when he said that in 1993, 
his son Joey was no longer connected 
with MTI or Broadband Phils. 

You want the truth? Log on to Yahoo 
ог Google and then type: Multimedia 
Telephony Jose de Venecia II. And you 
will find out that Joey was the 


founder, chair and operating officer of 


МТІ or Broadband Philippines when it 

was issued its franchise in 1995 and 

when the same franchise was expand- 

ed in 1997—during the time his father 
was the Speaker. 

—MANUELIACSON, 

lacson.manuelG yahoo.com. 


them to write 
that they 
want to be- 
come 

teachers, 

web design- 
ers, doctors, etc. 

Unless we teach our kids the value 
of manual labor, then we will forever 
bea society of masters and slaves. 

—ALFREDO MONTILLA, 
alfredoemontilla@yahoo.com 


Miriam’s money 
ethic unrealistic 


WHENEVER THERE ARE PEOPLE 
who expose the rotten deals being 
made by one or another member of 
the First Family, Sen. Miriam Defen- 
sor-Santiago quickly concludes that 
they are being paid a big sum of mon- 
ey. The testimony of Vidal Doble and 
Jose “Joey” de Venecia Ш at the Sen- 
ate, according to Santiago, are part of 
a destabilization plan probably fi- 
nanced by forces that are against Glo- 
ria Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Well, is this the way the senator 
thinks because the President always 
rewards with money, projects or posi- 
tions the people who shamelessly de- 
fend the First Family? A good example 
is the senator herself. She has become 
a rabid GMA fan and her husband a 
presidential adviser. Her son became a 
representative of a party-list organiza- 
tion which was accredited by the Com- 
mission on Elections only after her son 
became its No. 1 nominee. 

Senator Santiago must be told that 
not all people who oppose the corrupt 
ways of the administration do it for fi 
nancial gain. There are still many indi- 
viduals who have the moral courage to 
call a spade a spade, to stand by their 
beliefs and principles even if it means 
earning the ire of the powerful. 

—RAFFY REY HIPOLITO, 
advocacy officer, 
Partnership for Agrarian Reform 
and Rural Development Services 
(PARRDS), 85 K-10th, Kamias, QC 


Noynoy not with Joker in bid to probe Inquirer 
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‘THIS IS TO MAKE A CLARIFICATION ON THE 
news story which named Sen. Benigno 
“Noynoy” Aquino Ш as one of four senators 
who "readily backed [Senator] Arroyo's reso- 
lution for an inquiry" ("Probe of PDI, 4 solons 
sought over leak Ор secret meeting,” INQUIRER, 
10/3/07) 

Senator Aquino does not support such an in- 
vestigation, contrary to what was suggested by 
the news item and the succeeding articles re- 
lated to this issue. 

Section 128 of the Senate Rules clearly 
states that “The President as well as the Sen- 
ators and the officials and employees of the 
Senate shall absolutely refrain from di- 
vulging any of the confidential matters taken 
up by the Senate, and all proceedings which 
might have taken place in the Senate in con- 
nection with the said matters shall be like- 


wise considered as strictly confidential until 
the Senate, by two-thirds (2/3) vote of all its 
Members, decides to lift the ban of secrecy.” 
However, as Senator Aquino pointed out 
in the interpellation immediately following 
Sen. Joker Arroyo's privilege speech on Oct. 
2, 2007, the claim that Juliet Labog-Javel- 
lana's report was a “complete falsehood” in- 
dicated that her sources did not divulge any 
“confidential matters taken up by the Sen- 
ate." In other words, if Javellana’s report was 
indeed an inaccurate recounting of events, 
then the rule on executive sessions could пос 
have been violated, making the conduct of 
any investigation into the matter unneces- 
sary. 
JULIA ANDREA ABAD, 
chief ofstaff, 
Office of Sen. Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino IIT 


Scrap agri-business deals with Chinese firms 


THE SUSPENSION BY AGRICULTURE SEC- 
retary Arthur Yap of two of the 19 agreements 
allowing Chinese corporations to lease 1.4 
million hectares of agricultural land in the 
Philippines—this after the controversial Na- 
tional Broadband Network-ZTE Corp. deal 
had been exposed—reeks of opportunism. 
‘The move is obviously meant more to protect 
Yap and other government officials from pub. 
lic scrutiny than to submit to a genuine con- 
cern to consult with various stakeholders, as 
Yap claimed. 

Yap is scared “tat, like Comelec Chair Ben- 


jamin Abalos, he will have to defend his com- 
plicity in suspicious, if not graft-ridden, deals 
sanctioned by the administration. 

The suspension does not free Yap, other 
public officials and the private corporations in- 
volved from culpability. 

Moreover, the two agreements should not 
only be suspended; they should be cancelled 
altogether. As for the remaining 17 agree- 
ments, they should also be investigated. 

—ED MORA, 
Task Force Food Sovereignty, 
87 Malakas St., Pinyahan, QC 
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Comic 
relief 


1JOIN THOSE WHO 
are thankful that 
Raul Gonzalez is 
ready to go back to 
his job as justice sec- 
retary. He has provid- 
ed constant comic re- 
lief to all the sordid 
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news reported by me- 
dia. My family and 1 
relish many of the 
secretary's utterly 
ridiculous and 
provocative рго- 
mouncements. 

He is the exact op- 
posite of former US 
Auorey | General 
Janet Reno who per- 
ceived her position in 
the Clinton Cabinet 
as the primary server 
of justice outside the 
US courts of law. She 
even had Clinton in- 
vestigated! 

Our justice secre- 
tary serves only his 
President and will do 
everything in his 


power to prevent his 
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SEN. Joker Arroyo, іп a privilege speech, wants the INQUIRER to reveal. 
its four sources in the alleged breach of secrecy of the Senate's 
executive session, ROGERMARGALLO 


Joker can’t expect 
to be sacred cow forever 


From page Al vestigation, one out of 13 
“whereas” clauses referred to 
the Inquirer story of Oct. 3. This 
implicitly includes them in the 
scope of the investigation. 

It is what the resolution did 
not say that prompted INQUIR- 
Ей editors to regard it as a 
threat го the right of the re- 
porter to respect the confiden- 
tiality of information given by 
sources inside the executive 
session 


Arroyo was offended more by 
she fact that the story revealed 
his intervention than by what 
һе claimed was a breach of the 
Senate's rule of confidentiality 
of proceedings of its executive 
session. He denounced the sto- 
1y—based on leaks from four 
unnamed sources—as "totally 
false.” 

Now, Arroyo paints himself as 
the defender of the “sanctity” of 
the confidentiality of the execu- 
tive session, 

What Neri said in the session 
is not the issue. The minority 
leader, Sen, Aquilino Pimentel 
Jr, who had moved for the Sen- 
ate inquiry into the ZTE deal, 
reported that Neri said abso- 
lutely nothing in the 30-minute 
session. Now, it's Arroyo on the 
spot ) 
"Before Senator Arroyo's, ex- 
change with the INQUIRER over 
the publication of the executive 
session story (by reporter Juliet 
Labog Javellana), һе had been 
a fair-haired boy of most of me- 
dia, They lapped up all he said 
at face value. They took his гер- 
utation for being independent- 
minded uneritically. 

This uncritical view has al- 
ways made me uncomfortable, 
because a healthy skepticism of 
politicians’ and officials’ actions 
is required to ensure balanced 
and fair reporting. 


Narrowing down suspects 

Оле whereas clause of Reso- 
lution No. 165 establishes the 
fact that “almost all the senators 
were present” in the executive 
session, fixing the focus of the 
investigation into the identities 
of the four senators who were 
the confidential sources of the 
reporter and who leaked the 
story of Joker Atroyo's interven- 
tion, making them the targets of 
the investigation, 

In this process of narrowing 
down the suspects, the reporter 
will necessarily be summoned 
to identify her sources. Sena- 
tors Arroyo and Juan Ponce En- 
rile have threatened the re- 
porter with being held in con- 
tempt of the Senate if she did 
not identify her sources. 

‘The job of the reporter thus in 
the investigation is to act as the 
instrument to ferret out the four 
senators who leaked the story. 

Arroyo was less than candid, 
or honest, when he said in his 
statement, published by the In- 
oumer on Oct, 13, that the 
newspaper was throwing up a 


Independence questioned 

Since Senator Arroyo won re- 
election in May on the adminis- 
tration ticket, his independence straw man as an imagined ene- 
has been increasingly ques- my 
tioned. It В 

Рог example, Sen. Panfilo Lac- 
son has criticized Arroyo for 
soft-pedaling on the Senate blue 
ribbon committee investigation 
(when Arroyo was chair in the 
last Congress) into the Jose Pi- 
dal account of the President's 
husband, Jose Miguel Arroyo. 

Since his reelection, Joker Ar- 
тоуо has been squirming at sug- 
gestions of his apparently de- 
fensive positions on issues em- 
barrassing to the President. He 
has struggled mightily to main- 
tain the credibility of his inde- 
pendence in the face of mount- 
ing skepticism. He should ex- 
pect more of this. 

Before Senator Arroyo starts 
to obfuscate the issues over the 
Senate executive session, cer- 
tain facts have been established 
and are undisputed, 


Resolution Мо. 165 

Senate Resolution No. 165, 
tabled by Senator Arroyo, di- 
rects the Senate to conduct an 
inquiry into violations of Senate 
Rule No. 47 relating to the con- 
fidential nature of the proceed- 
ings in the executive session аз 
а consequence of the PDI story, 

The resolution singled out for 
investigation “any/or all senators 
and nonsenators, who were pre- 
sent” during the executive ses- 
sion, and sought sanctions includ- 
ing the expulsion from the Senate 
of senators who may be found to 
have breached the rules, 

Although the resolution did 
not explicitly cite the reporter 
and the newspaper that pub- 
lished the offending story for in- 


“Everyone at the IN- 
силга is at the ramparts scan- 
ning the horizon for enemies 
that are not there, for the in- 
quiry will be of the Senate by 
the Senate without any regard 
to the INQUIRER.” 


A masterpiece of duplicity 

Тһе statement, which is a 
masterpiece of duplicity, said: 
“At no point will the INQUIRER it- 
self be investigated, only the 
senators and the others who 
were present at the executive 
session. Ms Javellana may in- 
voke the confidentiality of her 
sources and to stop herself from 
revealing their identifies, not to 
stop the Senate from finding it 
out for itself.” (Can it?) 

Reporters who have covered 
Senate hearings as 
chambers are all too familiar 
with the brutality to which the 
well-honed skills of such inter- 
rogators as Senators Arroyo, 
Enrile and Miriam Defensor- 
Santiago, to mention only a few, 
have been applied to bully and 
abuse witnesses at the hearings. 
We don't crave to be their will- 
ing victims, 

‘Arroyo complained: “With 
characteristic imbalance, the 
Inquirer extended to me а sin- 
gle slanted headline coupled 
with a predictably editorialized 
news account of Senate Resolu- 
tion No. 165.” 

‘What does he want the news- 
paper to do? Let him hog the 
front page? That's not our idea 
of balance, 

Arroyo can't expect to be the 
press’ sacred cow for all time. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


ЖИНА: 


€ эркясаон 
27 FIREWORKS 


НЕ PRICE OFF! 


DELIVERY 
Tel. No.: 421-6135 1911-2981 


NELCO, 
ч МЕ СУЙ Telefax: 421-7584 + Mobile No.: 0917-8801081 
" 34993 Website: www.dragonfireworks.com 
E mail: dragonfireworks_888@yahoo.com 


pus ШШ, Ы le ІШІПТІ 


' Enersun is your answer to а cost effective. 
‘quality solar hot water system. 
AVAIL THRU EASY MONTHLY 
INSTALLMENT ON ALL 
MAIOR CREDIT CARDS 


SEACOM, INC. 
721 Aurora оюнга, New Mania, Quezon Cy 
Ты No 722-2140 22:01 Кк МО: 123.094. 
Ent апатита tom. 
SEACON-CEDU 2” SEACOM-DAVAO 


MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 


Technology + Creativity: | 


@ 
eservices. 


LIPPINES 


8th Global Sourcing Conference and Exhibit 


11-12 February 2008 


SMX Convention Center 
Mall of Asia 
Pasay City, Metro Manila, Phil 


ірріпев | 


жж 


е" ае your company in the biggest annual convergence of local and regional (CT players-decsion makers and stakeholders. 


e-xhibit your company's best hardware and technology that supports communication, data capturing, data storage, and data. 
transfer. This year, more than 200 exhibitors, and In excess of 1,300 trade visitors from over 11 countries attended the trade fair. 


e-Volve into г bigger player in the ICT industry and do business with companies from a wide range of ICT areas: 
Business Process Outsourcing; Knowledge-based Offshore Work Financial and Accounting; Software Development; 
Engineering and Architectural Design; Contact Centers; Creative Services (Digital Animation, Wireless Application, 
Game Development); Health Information Management; elecommunication; and IT Parks and Real Estate. 


Ate-Services Philippines, your company and your technology can e-merge! 


Reserve your Booth Space Now! 


For more information, contact: 

IT Services and Electronics Division 

Center for International Trade Expositions and Missions 
Golden Shell Pavilion, Roxas Blvd. Cor. беп, Gil J, Puyat Ave., Pasay City 1300, Philippines 
Т: +632 831-2201 local 212, 251, and 301 
+632 832-5044 

Р: +632 832-3965 / 834-0177 to 78 

E:itservices@citem.com.ph 
Log on to: www.e-servicesphils.com 


Organized by: co-organized by: Conference Partner: 


8 
THOLONS 


Investments 7 Advisory + Management 


TRADES NDUSTRY 


Fireworks, band greet ... 


ments and was borne on a carroza 
(wheeled carriage) adorned with pink 
roses, 

The Catholic Church yesterday cóm- 
memorated the centenary of the 
canonical coronation of La Naval de 
Manila. 

Crowned іп 1907 on orders of Pope 
Pius X, La Naval was the first Marian 
icon in the Philippines to be so canoni- 
cally crowned. The coronation drew 
the biggest crowd during its time and 
was attended by dignitaries from the 
Asian churches. 

The! procession of Our Lady of La 
Naval started at 5:30 p.m. Images of 
saints, placed on a carroza, came out of 
the church, including San Lorenzo 
Ruiz, St. Joseph the Carpenter and fi- 
nally the Virgen de la Naval. 

The crowd attending the procession 
showed a quiet devotion, with none of 
the jostling to get near the carriage, un- 
like other religious processions like the 
feast of the Black Nazarene of Quiapo. 

Instead, the devotees lighted the 
way with candles and prayed the 
rosary. Some waved white handker- 
chiefs, others couldn't help but record 
the event with their video cameras or 
their cell phones. 

The procession went around the 
streets on the periphery of Santo 
Domingo Church. Only the south- 
bound lane of Quezon Avenue was 
closed to traffic. 

Just before 7:30 p.m., Our Lady of 
La Naval was back home. 

This time, she was greeted with fire- 
works, a band, applause and cheers as 
she entered the church. 

Rev. Louie Coronel, media relations 
officer of La Naval festivities, said some 
10,000 people attended the event. 


The reason is Mary 

Earlier in the day, Caceres Archbishop 
Leonardo Legaspi said Mary is the геа- 
son, in the face of suffering, people are 
not more bitter or more angry. 

“Tve often wondered how despite so 
much suffering and hatred, our people 
are not more bitter, are not more angry. 
How is it in the midst of all this hatred 
... hope does not die,” Legaspi said yes- 
terday during his homily at the La 
Naval Mass at the Santo Domingo 
Church. “I think the answer is Mary. She 
tells us again and again that we must 
keep the faith and trust in each other.” 

He said the country was battling an 
enemy coming from within society, “a 
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DEVOTEES take part in the La Naval de Manila procession along Quezon Avenue in 


‘Quezon City. 


crushing tide of social malaise.” This 
would come in the form of poverty, 
corruption and other societal ilis. 

He cited the electorate that chose cor- 
rupt leaders and politicians who claimed 
they had to be corrupt because of an 
electorate that expected handouts. 


Stupid issues 

He said the Senate spent its time 
with “stupid issues,” while student 
leaders dreamt of going abroad, think- 
ing the fight for change was obsolete. 

Legaspi said the source of these 
problems was the peoples disunity. 
“The root cause of this social malaise 
thatis killing our nation is our inability 
to work together for the nation.” 

Тһе prelate said the solution did not 
lie with Congress nor in the electoral 
process. 

He said Mary could bring Filipinos 
together. 

"Mary our mother has always been 
for our people and for our nation, from 
the beginnings of Christianity in our 
land, a symbol and creative agent of 
our oneness as a people, of our country 
as a nation,” he said. 


Barefoot procession 

Тһе Marian image known as Our La- 
dy of the Holy Rosary, La Naval de 
Manila, is believed to have helped Fil- 
іріпо and Spanish forces defeat Dutch 
invaders who tried to gain possession 
of the country in 1646. 

With по more than two merchant 
galleons facing off with 18 Dutch war- 
ships, Commander Lorenzo de Orella y 


крим 


Ugalde vowed to the Blessed Mother in 
the Santo Domingo Church in Intra- 
muros that if they win the battle, the crew 
would make a pilgrimage to the church. 
Five battles were fought, and the un- 
dermanned Filipino and Spanish 
forces emerged triumphant. To fulfill 
the vow, the crew held a proces- 
sion—barefoot—around the church. 


Declared miraculous 

On April 9, 1662, the five battles of 
La Naval were later proclaimed a victo- 
ту of confirmed Marian and divine іп- 
tercession by the Cathedral Chapter of 
the Archdiocese of Manila. The five 
battles were declared miraculous. 

In October 1907, La Naval de Manila 
was canonically crowned upon the or- 
ders of Pope Pius X, a first in the coun- 
try and in Asia. 

‘A canonical coronation is an act of 
the Pope wherein the Roman Catholic 
Church recognizes an image of the Vir- 
gin Mary under a specific name being 
venerated in a specific place. 

Тһе venerated image should be his- 
torically old, acclaimed, and in times 
of need serves as a beacon of faith and 
hope among the people. It also mani- 
fests recognition of the fervent devo- 
tion of the faithful. 

It is believed that the 1986 People 
Power revolution, а bloodless uprising 
that ousted dictator Ferdinand Marcos, 
received assistance from La Naval de 
Manila. A replica of the image was 
brought to the gates of Malacafiang dur- 
ing rosary vigils and processions preced- 
ing Marcos abdication of his office. 
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Did Pulido sell his soul 
for 30 pieces of silver? 


Frompage Al 


“real” impeachment effort sooner or 
later. 

Whatever the case, itis a decision that. 
seemed unbecoming of him and clearly 
disappointed those who had known him 
since his days as a student activist at the 
University of the Philippines and later, at 
the Ateneo College of Law. 

Before entering law school, he had 
spent significant time working for the 
Philippine Rural Reconstruction Move- 
ment, a nongovernment organization. 
The involvement was not unrelated to 
his constant presence in street marches 
during the 1980s. 

“Many of us in the (activist) move- 
ment felt betrayed by his actions,” said 
lawyer Argee Guevarra, one of Pulido's 
fellow counsels in the Magdalo mutiny 
case. Guevarra made very little effort 
to conceal his dismay in a lengthy com- 
mentary he sent to the INQUIRER. 

In the article, Guevarra described the 
Pulido complaint as “history repeating 
itself as a comical farce,” a reference to 
a purportedly similar and “preemptive” 
complaint initiated by lawyer Oliver 
Lozano against Ms Arroyo in 2005. 

Guevarra said that he, too, that 
same year had been “approached by an 
individual sympathetic to Malacaiiang 
about filing an impeachment case 
against (Ms Arroyo) in exchange for an 
unspecified sum of money,” 


Intense heat 

Pulido acknowledged the intense 
heat he had gotten since filing the com- 
plaint solely on the basis of Senate testi- 
monies on the $329-million National 
Broadband Network (NBN) scandal. 

In fact, he said his mobile phone had 
since been peppered with angry mes- 
sages, both from nameless strangers and 
familiar but suddenly suspicious friends. 

“Many of the messages are so vicious 
that some of my friends don’t forward 
them to me anymore,” he told the In. 
Quinn last week. 

So, is Pulido a changed man, sud- 
denly stripped of legitimate advocacies 
built upon his high-profile legal work 
with the Magdalo soldiers? 

"Tm still the same guy, nothing's 
changed,” he said, inviting his critics to 
look into similarly important pro bono 
cases he's been handling quietly over. 
the years. 

The “other side" of Pulido can suppos- 


‘Acceptable presence’ new US basing plan 


From page Al 


Presence and Basing Strategy,” 
the plan seeks to comprehen- 
sively transform the US over- 
seas military presence—largely 
unchanged since the 1950s—in 
light of perceived new threats 
and the United States’ self- 
avowed “grand strategy” of per- 
petuating its status as the 
world’s only military superpow- 
en 

"The [US] military" declared 
President George W. Bush, "must. 
be ready to strike at а moment's 
notice in any dark comer of the 
world.” To do this, the 2001 
Quadrennial Defense Review 
(QDR), an official document ге- 
quired by the US Congress of the 
Pentagon to articulate US mili- 
tary strategy, stated that the 
United States was seeking to 
move away from “obsolete Cold 
War garrisons" to “mobile, expe- 
ditionary operations.” 


Reduced footprint 

‘The plan is simple: Instead of 
concentrating its troops and 
equipment in only a few loca- 
tions, the United States will de- 
crease the number of large well- 
equipped bases and increase 
the number of smaller, simpler 
bases in more locations. 

Marine Gen. James Jones, 
commander of US forces in Eu- 
rope, described the aim as de- 
veloping a "family of bases” that 
could go “from cold to warm to 
hot if you need them" but with- 
out having the “small town 
USA’-feel, complete міф 
schools and families that һауе 
typically come with such bases. 

Recognition of the rising op- 
position to the US military pres- 
ence around the world is also 
driving these changes. As early 
as 1988, а US governmentcom- mi 
mission created during the Rea- 
gan administration concluded: 
“We have found it increasingly 
difficult, and politically costly 
to maintain bases.” 

Apart from those in the 
Philippines, US bases have been 
closed or terminated in recent 


ion presence 

As part of this overall recon- 
figuration, the Pentagon now 
categorizes its overseas struc- 
tures into three—Main Operat- | 
ing Bases (MOBs), Forward Op- | 
erating Sites (FOSs), and Coop- | 
erative 
(CSLs). (See “In the Know") 

The FOSs and CSLs are also 
called “lily pads” intended to al- 
low the United States to hop 
from MOBS to their destinations 
rapidly when needed but with- 
out requiring a lot of resources 
to keep them running when not 
needed. Referring to this kind of 
base, General Jones said, “We 
could use it for six months, turn 
off the lights, and go to another 
base if we need to.” 

But, as mentioned earlier, the 
US definition of "global posture" 
goes way beyond physical struc- 
tures. In an effort to maximize 
its forward presence while mini- 
ig opposition, the United 
States has also been seeking to 
increase what US Air Force- 
sponsored analysts call “mission 
presence” and “limited access.” 

“Mission presence” is what 
the United States has in coun- 
tries where there are ongoing 
military. missions which "lack 


years in Puerto Rico, Panama Г 
and, recently, Ecuador, as a re- 
sult of public mobilizations. 
Turkey refused to allow the 
United States to use its bases for 
the invasion of Iraq. Even in 
Japan and Korea, hostility to US 
bases has been growing. 

Hence, the United States has 
been trying to restructure its 
overseas presence in a way that 
aims to undermine this growing 
opposition. As US Navy Rear 
Admiral Richard Hunt, 
Joint Staff's deputy director for 
strategy and policy said: “We 
don't want to be stepping all 
over our host nations 
want to exist in a very non-in- 
trusive way" 

The aim, according to the Pen- 
tagon, is to "reduce the forward 
footprint" of the military while 
increasing its agility and flexible. 


the 


. We 


Tea. 


Security Locations 


ations. 
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* Forward Operating 
Sites (FOSs) are smaller 
more spare bases that could 
be expanded and then scaled 
down as needed. They will 
store pre-positioned equip- 
ment but will only normally 
host a small number of troops 
ona rotational, as opposed to 
permanent, 
smaller, they must still be 


the breadth and capability to 
qualify as true forward presence 
but nonetheless contribute to 
the overall US posture abroad.” 
“Limited access” is the kind 
the United States gets through 
exercises, visits, and other oper- 


Hence, the US global posture 
encompasses, by definition, not 
just those who are “forward- 
based,” or those units that are 
stationed in foreign countries 
on a long-term basis such as 
troops in Korea and Japan, but 
also those who are “forward-de- 
ployed,” or those who are sent 
Overseas to conduct various 
kinds of deployments, exercis- 
es, oroperations. 


Greatest potential to compete. 

If, in the Cold War, US over- 
seas presence targeted the Sovi- 
et Union and other communist. 
and nationalist fortes in the 
Third World, today, the US cur- 


IN THEKNOW 


Categories of US overseas military structures 


© MAIN OPERATING BASES 
(MOBs) are those relatively 
larger installations and facili- 
ties located in the territory of 
reliable allies, with vast in- 
frastructure and family sup- 
port facilities that will serve as 
the hub of operations in sup- 
port of smaller, more austere 
bases. Examples are the Ram- 
stein Air Base in Germany, the 
Kadena Air Base in Okinawa, 
and Camp Humphreys in 


host-nation 
even private 


necessary 


Defense, 
Global Defense 
‘September 2004. 


basis. While 


interests. 


able to quickly support a 
range of operations with 
back-up from MOBs. 

% Cooperative Security 
Locations (CSIs) are facili- 
ties owned by host govern- 
ments that would only be 
used by the United States in 
case of actual operations. 
Though they could be visited 
and inspected by the United 
States, they would most like- 
ly be run and maintained by 
personnel 

contractors. 
Useful for pre-positioning lo- 
gistics support or as venues 
for joint operations with host 
militaries, they may also be 
expanded to become FOSs if 


‘Source: US Department of 
“Strengthening US 


rent “global posture” is aimed at 
any state or non-state forces 
perceived to be threatening US 


“Terrorists” stand in the line 
of fire. Regional powers hostile 
to the United States, such as 
Iran and North Korea, have also 
been singled out. But, in light of 
the United States’ self-declared 
grand strategy of preventing 
the rise of rivals who could 
threaten its preeminent status, 
one rising power is now clearly 
in its sights—China. 

For years, American officials 
have been divided between 
those who believe that China 
could be a "strategic partner" to 
be engaged and those who be- 
lieve that it is a "strategic com- 
petitor" to be confronted mili- 
tarily before it grows more pow- 
erful. Since the end of the Cold 
War, indications are that the lat- 
ter view has prevailed. 

As early 45 1997, the Pen- 


tagon’s QDR had already identi- 
fied China, along with Russia, 
as possible “global peer com- 
petitors.” In 1999, a pivotal 
Pentagon think tank conducted 
a seminar to lay down all the 
likely scenarios involving Chi- 
па. Its conclusion: no matter 
what happens, China's rise will 
not be "peaceful" for the United 


States. 


influential 
or 


change.” 


policies, supported the 


Posture,” mendations. 


During the US presidential 
elections, George W. Bush dis- 
tinguished himself from other 
candidates by singling out Chi- 
па as a “strategic competitor" 
various officials 
have successively warned that 
military modernization consti- 
tutes a direct threat to the Unit- 


Since then, 


ed States. 


рік 
ing powers, 


militarily with the 
States.” 


In 2000, a US Air Force-fund- 
ed study argued explicitly in fa- 
vor of preventing China’s rise. 
Also in the same year, Robert 
Kagan and William Kristol, two 

‘commentators 

whose ideas have evidently 
US policy proposed 
jing—along with Bagh- 
dad—be targeted for "regime- 


The Projet for the New 
American Century, a grouping 
whose members and proposals 
have since staffed and shaped 
the Bush administration an 


aims and made similar recom- 


The Pentagon's 2006 official 
report to Congress on China 
stated: "China's military expan- 
sion is already such as to alter. 
regional military balances." 

16 in 2001, the QDR was still 
vaguely worded, by 2006, when 
the next QDR was released, (һе 
assessment became more ex- 
“Of the major and emerg- 
China has the 
greatest potential to compete 
United 


Moving to Southeast Asia 
The problem for the United 
States is its relatively weak 
presence in Asia. As a Pentagon 
report on China, whose conclu- 


edly be gleaned in the case of an 18- 
year-old college sophomore who died in 
the hands of an abortionist in Batangas. 

Another case involved a poor wait- 
ress in his favorite Japanese restaurant. 
who was accused of stealing the day's 
earning and "terrorized." 

“I had friends who were quick to 
judge my motives even without hear- 
ing me out," he said. 


Distrustful soldiers 

Seemingly distrustful were Pulido's 
former clients from the Magdalo sol- 
diers, including Antonio Trillanes IV 
now a senator. 

In his commentary, Guevarra cited 
"rillanes' observation on the Pulido 
complaint: 

“Atty. Pulido has a penchant for call- 
ing publicity to himself more than to 
his clients interests or to his purported 
advocacies. It was thus uncharacteris- 
tic for him to file the impeachment 
complaint last Friday, when offices 
were about to close, without media 
fanfare for something which is of na- 
tional political significance. When he 
filed an ethics complaint against 
Speaker (Jose) De Venecia, he turned 
it into a media circus. Why then did he 
become media-shy all of a sudden?" 

Pulido quit as Magdalo counsel in 
November last year. 

"Even if they re my friends, they didn't 
consider me as among them because I 
was not a soldier,” Pulido said. "But we 
agreed that it's to their advantage if we 
would go our separate ways." 


Unfazed by criticism 

Pulido said he had heard all the criti- 
cism on the impeachment com- 
plaint—a paid hack, Malacafiang lack- 
еу, a monumental sellout. 

He said he was not exactly unfazed. 
Оп the day he heard accusations he was 
getting money from Malacafiang, he 
said, “my bank called me up saying was 
defaulting on my car loan payment." 

"I don't mind people questioning my 
motives, my tactics, or even my profes- 
sional competence. But don't question 
my integrity” he said. 

“My conscience is clear, I can face any- 
one, anywhere, anytime," Pulido said. "I 
draw energy in the belief that I didn't do 

anything wrong. I performed something 
‘out of a sense of responsibility" 

What kind of a man he is is yet to be 

seen. 


sions have been widely echoed, 
warned: "Lack of forward oper- 
айпа bases or cooperative allies 
greatly limits the range of US 
military responses." 

What the United States does 
have in terms of presence is 
now believed to be concentrat- 
ed in the wrong place. Since the 
19505, the bulk of the US for- 
ward-presence in Asia has been 
in South Korea and Japan, di- 
rected toward the Soviet Union 
and North Korea. To address 
this, the United States has been 
seeking to expand south- 
‘ward—to Southeast Asia. 

By early 2002, the United 
States began negotiating with 
various governments in South- 
east Asia for use of bases in the 
region. In 2003, then US Pacific 
Command chief Admiral 
Thomas B. Fargo, stated: "Pow- 
ег projection and contingency 
response in Southeast Asia in 
the future will depend on this 
network of US access in areas 
with litle or no permanent 
American basing structure.” 

‘Along with the plans for East 
Asia and Southeast Asia, the 
United States has established 
bases to the west of China, in 
Central Asia, with new installa- 
tions in Uzbekistan and Куг 
gyzstan. While it had none be- 
fore the invasion ой 
Afghanistan, by 2002 it had ac- 
cess to over a dozen bases in the 
region. 

With the US forward pres- 
ence northeast of China (in 
Japan and South Korea), the 
deepening cooperation with 
Mongolia to China's north, and 
its deepening alliance with In- 
dia, to China's southwest, the 
United States is slowly encir- 
cling China from all sides. 

It is in light of these large, 
sweeping changes in US strate- 
ту its perception of threats, and 
its tactics, that US military ob- 
jectives regarding the Philip- 
pines can be best understood. 

Herbert Docena (herbertGfo- 
cusweb.org) is a researcher with 
Focus on the Global South, a pol- 
icy research institute.) 
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PhilHealth probes cataract claims 


ШОШО CITY—THE PHILIPPINE HEALTH INSURANCE CORP 


(PhilHealth) has ordered a stop to payment of claims for cataract 
surgery during medical missions and through recruitment 
schemes amid reports of irregularities in claims of hospitals and 
doctors in Western Visayas involving at least P390 million. 


In Circular No. 17 series of 
2007, PhilHealth Acting President 
and Chief Executive Officer Loma 
Fajardo ordered the discontinu- 
ance of the payments for all claims 
for cataract operations with ad- 
mission dates staring Nov 1. 

The circular did not cite the rea- 
sons but it was issued amid persis- 
tent reports of alleged padding of 


PhilHealth claims for cataract op- 
erations that were supposed to be 
free treatments during medical 
missions and irregularities in the 
recruitment of patients. 

Lawyer Jay Villegas, manager 
of PhilHealth’s Fact-Finding and 
Administrative Investigation De- 
partment, said two hospitals and 
two doctors in Western Visayas 


were being investigated for pos- 
sible abuse of the insurance sys- 
tem. He declined to identify the 
doctors and hospitals saying this 
might preempt their findings. 

Тһе alleged irregularities in- 
volve millions of pesos that 
were paid to hospitals and oph- 
thalmologists іп Westem 
Visayas for cataract operations. 

PhilHealth also investigated 
complaints that hospitals and 
doctors padded their claims by 
including medicines and ser- 
vices that were not availed of by 
the cataract patients. 

A PhilHealth position paper on 
the cataract cases dated Aug. 1, 
2005, a copy of which was ob- 


tained by the Inqunen, said the 
patients were recruited and 
screened “in the guise of free 
medical outreach programs" 
through "recruiters-agents" sent 
ош by ophthalmologists in соог- 
dination with the hospitals where 
the operations were performed. 
While targeting mosly Phi- 
Health members and dependents, 
the organizers did not explain to 
their patients that PhilHealth would 
be paying for the hospital expenses. 
Non-PhilHealth members 
were advised to enroll as volun- 
tary members to wait for their 
eligibility period or else shoul- 
der the operation cost, accord- 
ing to the paper, which was 


based on results of an investiga- 
tion conducted by the Phil- 
Health Western Visayas office. 

“The information about free 
surgery was not true and thus 
constitutes deception,” it said. 

Тһе position paper said the pa- 
tients who were attracted by the 
promises of free operation, meals, 
transportation and accommoda- 
tion were then transported to hos- 
pitals in Bacolod City. It pointed 
ош that these recruitment cam- 
paigns were done without coordi- 
nation with PhilHealth. 

The recruiters-agents, includ- 
ing barangay officials, health 
workers and even a secretary of 
an ophthalmologist, were report- 
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edly paid P300 for each patient, 
according to the position paper. 

PhilHealth paid 19,145 cataract- 
related daims reaching around 
P390 million to hospitals and doc- 
tors in Western Visayas from Jan- 
чагу 2004 to June 2007, according 
to data from PhilHealth’s Corporate 
Planning Department. 

The Philippine Academy of 
Ophthalmology (PAO) has de- 
cried the manner of getting pa- 
tients by using recruiters-agents 
or “seekers.” PAO has 1,300 mem- 
bers and 10 regional chapters. 

“It is unethical, said РАО na- 
tional president Dr. Ma. Dominga 
Padilla, in a telephone interview 
with the Inquirer.” 


Feud over SCTEx interchanges 
in Pampanga towns worsens 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—PAMPANGA 
Gov. Eddie Panlilio said he was seeking an au- 
dience with President Macapagal-Arroyo to 
stop what business groups perceived as ef- 
forts by Malacafiang officials to rush the in- 
terchanges proposed by local officials for the 
Subic-Clark-Tarlac Expressway (5СТЕХх). 

The interchanges were pushed by Sen. 
Manuel “Lito” Lapid and Rep. Carmelo 
Lazatin for the northern Pampanga side of 
the P27-billion SCTEx. 

“We want to be given an equal opportunity 
to correct the misleading facts and figures 
[presented in last Thursday's meeting in Mala- 
cafiang]. We just hope the two interchanges 
are not railroaded,” Panlilio said of the pur- 
pose of the planned meeting with Ms Arroyo. 

He moved in to intervene on behalf of busi- 
ness groups and local officials after Secretary 
Edgardo Pamintuan, chair of the Subie-Clark 
Alliance for Development Council and Luzon 
Urban Beltway Super Region Council, wrote 
a memorandum to the Bases Conversion De- 
velopment Authority on Oct. 9. 

Pamintuan's memorandum, issued to BC- 
DA president Narciso Abaya, said: "May I in- 
form you that as per information relayed to 
me [on Ост. 8] by [Pampanga Rep. Juan 
Miguel] Arroyo (the Presidents eldest son), 
the President has approved of the proposals 


for the construction of two interchanges of the 
SCTEx located in Hacienda Dolores, Porac and 
 Anunas-Friendship area in Angeles City" 

“In this regard, may I inform you that ће 
President now wants us to immediately 
meet together with Congressman Mikey 
(Arroyo), Tarzan [Lazatin] and Secretary 
[Cerge] Remonde (director general of the 
Presidential Management Staff] ... to dis- 
cuss the implementation of the project." 

Pamintuan confirmed having sent the 
memorandum to Abaya. 

‘This memorandum prompted Panlilio, San 
Femando Mayor Oscar Rodriguez, Levy Laus, 
president of the Pampanga Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industries, and Rene Romero, chair 
of the Advocacy for the Development of Central 
Luzon, to ask Representative Arroyo to allow 
them to attend the Oct. 11 meeting to assert an 
interchange in Barangay Manuali, also in Porac. 

Representative Arroyo agreed, which was 
how the local leaders managed to be part of 
the meeting, 

Pamintuan said the President had ap- 
proved the interchanges proposed by Lapid 
and Lazatin. У 

When sought for confirmation if Ms Ar- 
royo had made that decision, Representa- 
tive Arroyo said: "Sorry, I don't know.” 

Tonette Orejas, Inquirer Central Luzon 


NPA raids another Globe cell site in Camarines Sur 


DARAGA, ALBAY—SUSPECTED NEW 
Peoples “Army rebels raided and 
torched another Globe Telecommuni- 
cations cell site in Camarines Sur Sat- 
urday moming. 

Military reports say that four 
young men carrying armalite rifles 
broke into the cell site compound lo- 
cated at Barangay Sibujo in Lib- 
manan town, held at 
gunpoint the securi- 


town in the same province. 

The arson was reportedly carried 
out by 20 NPA members. 

The detachable cabin damaged 
in the relay station alone was esti- 
mated to have cost P1.6 million. 

Sgt. Armando Escote, officer in 
charge of the 21st Civil Relations Unit 
of the Armed Forces in Bicol, said the 


continuing attacks were reportedly 
due to the refusal of the telecommuni- 
cations company to pay “revolution- 
ary taxes” to the NPA in the region, 
NPA members were also believed to 
be behind the torching last month ofa 
Globe tower in Barangay Sapngan in 
Bulusan town in Sorsogon province. 
Jaymee T. Gamil, Inquirer S. Luzon 


ty guard on duty and. 
robbed him of his 
38-caliber revolver 
and cellphone. 

The suspects then 
poured gasoline on 
the cell site generator 
and outdoor cabin 
and set them on fire. 

‘The generator was 
complecely damaged 
while the outdoor 
cabin was partially 
damaged, the report 
added. 

Last Sept. 17, a 
Globe relay station 
in Barangay Tinang- 
guihan located in 
the same town was 
burned along with a 
cell site in Barangay 
Batang in Pamplona 
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Crackdown fails to drive out Vizcaya small miners 


By Melvin Gascon 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


Residents said about 200 small- 
scale miners had gone back to reopen 
the tunnels in Barangay Didipio, 
which environment officials and po- 
licemen closed down in a three-day 
operation that began on Oct. 8. 

The miners returned after officials 
of OceanaGold Philippines Inc. (Og- 
pi), a foreign mining firm, allegedly 
failed to provide assurance that they 


BAYOMBONG, NUEVA VIZCAYA— 
Government agencies launched a 
crackdown on illegal mining this 
week, but this has failed to drive out 
small miners from their tunnels in Ka- 
sibu town, reports reaching the IN- 
Quiner said. 


would be paid for property that were 
either lost or damaged in the crack- 
down, the villagers said. 

"They've closed down our tunnels, 
зо where are we supposed to get our 
daily sustenance? All that company 
officials were saying was that they 
were first going to study our claims," 
said one miner, who asked not to be 
named for reasons of safety. 


Personnel of the Department of En- 
vironment and Natural Resources, es- 
corted by about 120 policemen, 
mounted the crackdown against а 
group of men who have been suppos- 
edly mining illegally on Dinkidi Hill, 
site of Ogpi's proposed gold-copper 
project in Didipio. 

Clarence Baguilat, environment 
director in Cagayan Valley, said 
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members of the Task Force Didipio were 
sent to clear the mine site of illegal miners 
and to allow the development of the pro- 
ject. 

Roberto Apigo, provincial environment 
and natural resources officer, said the team 
padlocked ball mills used in the illegal min- 
ing operations, and blocked about 20 tun- 
nel entrances with planks of wood. 

The villager said the miners returned to 
the site at dusk on Oct. 10 to reopen the 
tunnels and cut the steel chains that were 
wrapped around the balis mills. 

The miners were demanding payment 
for the cost of the materials that they had 
spent in constructing the tunnels, their 
tools, and the body of ore that they had al- 
ready dug up and had stored inside the 
holes. 


Demanding payment 

“Some of the government personnel 
knew that we were reopening the tunnels, 
but they did not prevent us because they 
understood our position,” one tunnel oper- 
ator said. 

Оврі officials, however, said the compa- 
ny would not grant all the miners’ claims 
for payment. 

“The [crackdown] is a government op- 
eration to stop illegal small-scale mining 
in the province which we are not a party 
to. We [will not] compensate their closed 
tunnels or [their] displacement,” said Ra- 
moncito Gozar, Ogpi vice president for 
communications and community rela- 
tions. 

The company has been offering jobs 
and livelihood for the miners who will 
be displaced by the operation in the spir- 
it of partnership, but they have refused 
it, hesaid. 

Apigo declined to comment on the re- 
opening of the small miners’ tunnels. 

Senior Supt. Segundo Duran, provincial 
police director, who leads the police conti 
gent of Task Force Didipio, said some min- 
ers insisted on reopening the tunnels after 
receiving word that the provincial govern- 
ment was inclined to give them small-scale 
mining permits. 

Vice Gov. Jose Gambito, former chair of 
the provincial small-scale mining regulato- 
ry board, confirmed this. 

“Т think [the miners] have filed their ap- 
plications. If they are qualified and allowed 
by law, why [can't they be given permits]?" 
Gambito said. 
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Department of Agriculture/Philippine Daily Iquirer: 


October 15, 2007 


;, ВР celebrates World Food Day 
(< &World Rural Women's Day 


World Food Day ‘07 presents the RIGHT TO FOOD. 
On the Spot Poster Making Contest and other activities. 


Malacañan Palace 
Manila 


reetings 10 everyone аз we celebrate the 

2007 World Food Day. 

Millions of Filipinos face poverty and lunger 
everyday. Thus, the Philippine government has 
exerted all efforts in minimizing and eventually 
solving these problems. 

The Department of Agriculture is tasked 

Ж. to lead in implementing vital government 
pit Жый тағалы such as the Bagsakan Centers and 
Barangay Food Terminals which aim to bring 
quality und кш items to our people. Other projects. such 
аз the "Gulayan ng Masa" and "Food For School". are also geared 
towards achieving the same objectives 
This year's World Food Day celebration, with the theme, “The 
Right to Food", signifies a сай for all of us to come together and 
recognize the right of every individial to food. It also affirms the 
government’ efforts to ensure that every.man, woman, and child of 
this nation should not live in hunger and poverty: 
Happy World Food Day to ай! 


Pangulo 


KAGAWARAN NG PAGSASAK. 


his eurà World Fond Duy theme 
The Right to Food" signifies the 
righi of every person to have access to qual- 
itv. safe. and affordable fond. This means 
Я that the right to food cannot be implemented 
in isolation fiom other human rights. like 
the right o education. right to work. right 
10 health, and freedom of assemble cl es- 
j sociation. 

v. aft In the Philippines, the challenge that 
сопот our nation toda is Пепе 10 drive agriculture 5 growth be 
көті "modest rates and into а sustained. far higher pace- at least а 
early average of about $%-6%. Jor the next decade thar сып he felt 
“by our rural folk in terms of beter living standards for their families 
атй by онг consumers. іп general, by wav of plentiful und more af- 
Jordable foodstul 

The right о fond does not only concern Ihe outcome of food sect 
rity but also the process илтиги achieving it. Projects and initiatives 
famed! at local empowerment and a participatory and transparent 
ройсу process are being showeused 

World Rural Women s Day theme: The Righi to Food: Rural Wim- 
en act and produce, Infants ard voung children are most vulnerable. 
to malnutrition. The education of women is the key to improving chil 
7 

А study showed that women’s education was the most significam 
vontibutor tà declines in malnutrition. Even a few yeurs uf education 
"helps mothers to improve the murition and heulth of their children 

As we ponder this challenge of sustained, higher growth. we take 
cognizance of the pressures that will be exerted on food production 
performance us brought about by ап increasing population that is 
Steadily breaking the curve оп longevity, the tension between слета 
ола food needs for staple grains, and the deteriorating state of ош 
environment. 

Our goal is to translate high farm productivity into greater profits 
Jor диг food producers and cheaper commodities for our consume 
We recognized that without increased farm production. seith gemin 
inerease in rural income, sustainable agriculture growth vill remui: 
ат illusive dream. 

We at the Department of Agriculture are addressing this chal 
lenge bv implementing a five-point program comprising higher public 
spending on (1) infrastructure, (2) technology and extension services 
and (3) postharvest and storage facilities: (4) expanding access tt 
rural credit: and (5) opening up new markets here and abroad for 
аса! produce. 

Through this ive-pronged approuch, we hope to one dav guaran 
tee every Filipino x inherent right to fod and кәрі urit, 


i 
ARTRCR c. YAP 
Kalihim 


Ае often stene, our planes produces 

enough food to adequately feed йз entire 
population, Yet 854 million women. men and 
children will go ro sleep оп an empty stomach 

"The Righi to Food" has been chasen to be 

the theme of this year's World Food Day so that 
the voice of the disadvantaged may be heard. 
The theme reflects the international community s 
growing awareness of the crucial role of human 
rights in eradicating hunger and poverty. 

Freedom —jromhunger is one of the fundamental goals set out 
in FAO% Constitution. dt the 996 World Food Summit, the Heads 
of State and Government reaffirmed "The right of everyone to have 
access to safe and nutritious food. consistent with the righ to adequate 
food and the fundamental right of evervone ta be free from hunger.” 

The right 1 food calls for a shift in paradigm from charite 10 
rights. Ensuring thut every human being has ип edequate and stable 
supply of food is more than а moral imperative or an investment with 
potentially huge economic returns: it is the realization of a basic 
‘human right. And the world has the means ro realize that right. 

This promise, conceived in the 20th century should come 1o 
fruition in the 21st century. That is why, on this World Food Day of 
2007. 1 invite you to join me in making the right ta food а tangible 
reality for all 


) ixu global 
activity which brings all the nations of 
the World together to collectively address the 
issues оп hunger, malnutrition, and poverty 
which in mrn have лсе other social isses 
und public concerns 

Ín the Philippines. the rate of hungry 

Filipinas grows rapidly each day, some result 
to sickness, others to death >> а sud reality 
we have to face, and eventually resolve. 

This ear $ WFD celebration underscores 
the theme ТИЕ RIGHT TO FOOD" an essential human right of 
every тап and woman, regardless of color, gender, religion, culture 
nd social stats 

1t also speaks of the worldwide concern and the international 
communities" realization of ап ongoing bale with food, ала luck 
thereof, 

‘dnd so with this yeu, let us celebrate WFD 107 by joining hands 
and reaching ош to one another with unified mission of bringing 
Sustainable апа sufficient food to ай and а renewed respect far every 


‘man’s "RIGHT TO FOOD". d 


SALVADOR 5. SALACH 
Assistant Secretary and Chailperson, 
National Steering Committee, WFD 07 


|обау, October 15. 2007 marks the day when the country, 
| together with other nations, celebrates the 2007 World Food 
Day (WED), a worldwide event observed in all parts of the 

globe. 

This year's event will observe with the theme “The Right to 
Food" and will highlight every person's right to sufficient, quality, 
safe and affordable food at all times. 

The theme plays an important role in mobilizing political will and 
calls for the worldwide realization of the human right to adequate food 
by ensuring its respect. protection and fulfillment everywhere. Thus, 
this year's activi с as an important milestone to underscore 
every man's right to food. 

Тһе theme was chosen by Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) ofthe United Nations to demonstrate the increasing recognition 
of the international community on the important role of human rights 
in eradicating hunger and poverty, and hastening and deepening the 
sustainable development process. 

riculture Secretary Arthur C. Yap said that in fine with the 
worldwide cry for “The Right to Food", various activities have been 
organized іо emphasize the collective efforts of the government and 
the private sector towards the attainment of food sufficiency and 
sustainability. These goals are geared towards providing access to 
food for every man, woman and child. 

Various agribusiness investment fora for the public will be 
sponsored by the Department of Agriculture's bureaus and attached 
agencies such as on coffee production and processing. dairy production 
and processing, goat production, and business opportunities for meat 
processing, tropical fishes. and seaweeds. Yap added. 

And to recognize the efforts and contributions of various 
stakeholders in helping the Department realize its goals for the 
Filipino people, DA will be awarding those who extended outstanding 


PROGR 


performance to the DA's projects such as suppliers of Barangay 
Food Terminals (BFTs) and Bagsakans, market administrators, 
ВЕТ Operators and barangay captains of successful ВЕТ. 

Annually, the Department of Agriculture іп collaboration 
with the Department of Education (DepEd) and the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO), conducts the National On the 
Spot Poster Making Contest as one of the highlights of the WED 
celebration. 

The event, which is open to all Grade IV to VI pupils enrolled 
in public and DepEd accredited private schools, seeks to instill in 
the young minds the value of food and agricultural development. 

This ycar, the contest served as venue for thc young students 
10 express in their artistic interpretations, the WFD “07 theme 
"The Right to Food". 

Two students from Luzon, one from the Visayas and two others 
from Mindanao were declared as this year’s National Winners. 
They will be awarded at the Pritil Public Market by Agriculture 
Secretary Arthur C. Yap and will each receive ten thousand pesos 
in cash prize. a trophy, and a plaque for their respective schools. 


Poster Making Contest National Winners 


Sheena Faith F. Carreon 
Sarrat North Central School 
Посов Norte 


Brian Jones С. Brazil 
Magallanes klementary School 
A. Pichon Sr. St.. Davao Ci 


Ronnel S. Lacas Soon Yi Wednesday B. Jurado 
Don Miguel Elementary School South City Central School 
San Nicolas, Hagonoy, Bulacan 6th-2ist Sts., Nazareth, 
Cagayan de Oro City 

Maphete Dianne М. Lustre 
West Visayas State University 
Integrated Laboratory School 

рау. Пойо City 


AMME 


October 15, 2007, Pritil Public Market, Tondo, Manila 


PART 1- 6:00 A.M. 
Cooking Contest. - National Nutrition Council. 


PART 11 - 8:00 A.M. 


Arrival of the food caravan 
from Regions Il, Ill, IV-A & В, and Mindanao 


PART HI- 10:00 A.M. 

Walk through FOOD CARAVAN & - Scc. Arthur C. Yap & 
Inspection of Pritil Public Market - Mayor Alfredo S. Lim 
Ribbon Cutting of the Launching of the 

Pritil Public Market as Bagsakan Center 


Awarding of Cenificates to Operate 
2) BET Parola and Happy Land 

b) Tindahan Natin 
Tum-over of vi 

for ihe Gulayan n 


able seeds & garden tools 
Masa Project 


WORLD FOOD DAY PROGRAM PROPER 


Welcome Remarks 
Awarding of the Winners of the 
World Food Day Poster Making Contest 


Mayor Alftedo S. Lim 
Sec. Arthur С. Yap, 
Sec. Jesli A. Lapuz and 
Mr. Kazoyuki Tsurumi 
Recognition of Awardees 
B) Farmers’ and Fisherfolk’s Achievers 
C) ВЕТ & Barangay Capt. Operators 
and 
D) BFT & Bagsakan Producers 
and Suppliers 


Sec. Arthur C. Yap and 
Mr. Калуші Tsurumi s| 


sakan Market Administrator i 


Message of Dr. Jacques Diouf Mr. Kazuyuki Tsurumi 
Dir-General, FAO-UN 
Sec. Arthur C. Yap. 


Asec. Salvador S. Salacup 


Message 
Closing Remarks 
Recessional 


World Rural Women’s Day 


he country joins the world in recognizing the role of women 

| through the celebration of World Women's Day with the 

theme: “The right to food: rural women produce and 

provide 

All over the world, women have been increasingly participating 
in business and politics. And the Philippines is no stranger to this 
phenomenon of increasing women involvement. Consistent with the 
Philippines’ commitment to the UN Millennium Development Goal 
of Gender Empowerment, there has been a steady improvement 
with regard to gender equality in the country through the years. 
Last year, female participation rate in our colleges and universities 
was higher than that of males while national female literacy rate is 
higher than similar male literacy rates (UN MDG. 2007). 

Filipino women are also increasingly participating in politics. 
In the last elections, more. women were elected to Congress. At 
the same time, more women are entering the nation’s labor force, 
veering away from the traditional role of housewifery (UN MDG 
Midterm Report, 2007). 


These successes however are dimmed by a continuing number 
of difficultics. More women in the workforce may imply women 
empowerment but it also reflects the couniry's poverty situation, 
where a single breadwinner's wage is increasingly insufficient to 
meet a family's basic demands. Today, more women are forced to 
become overseas Filipino workers, mostly as unskilled laborers or 
domestic workers (NSCB, 2006) or work in the informal sector, 
where there are limited benefits and protection (UN MDG Midterm 
Report, 2007). 

In general, rural poverty has a woman's face (NSCB, 2003 
poverty estimates), emphasizing the importance of economic. 
‘empowerment in poverty alleviation. The DA is cognizant of this 
fact and has given gender development increased focus. In fact, а. 
number of DA projects by regional field units target women. These 
include various trainings for non-farm income-generating activities 
and credit financing seminars (DA-RFU, 2007). 


Programang Gulayan Para sa Masa 


ulayan Part за Masa Program is a food production 
С ав 

hunger and improve nutrition in targeted provinces and 
urban areas. 

The DA in cooperation with the Local Government Units and 
other government agencies collaborates to disseminate and promote 
integrated backyard gardening in barangays vulnerable 10 hung 
and malnutrition, empower the people through capability buildin 
activities and promote inputs such as seed, plant materials, livestock 
and fisheries including farm tools in the identified barangays. 

її started in 2006 іп some 170 barangays in the provinces of 
Tawi-tawi, Sulu, Masbate, Kalinga Apayao and Zamboanga del 
Norte covering a total of 17,000 families 

To date, there are 766,863 households in the country which 
tapped the Programang Gulayan Para sa Masa and are located in 
the 30 priority provinces that were assessed by the DA's Hunger 
Mitigation Task Force. It hopes to accomplish the target of 851,000 
households in October. 

The program encourages houscholds to set up their backyard 
gardens and whatever surplus they produce, they can sell it through 
the other DA's project, Barangay Food Terminals (ВІТ). Others 
can have it through communal approach and school garden that the 
Bureau of Plant Industry has already integrated. 


Agriculture Secretary Arthur C. Yap visits the communal vegetable 
garden іп Bgy. Baseco which is а component of the newly-launched 
Programang Gulayan Para sa Masa іп Baseco. The project is in 
cooperation with the city gaverument of Manila and the Archdiocese 
of Manila, Also in photo are DA-Region IV-A Executive Director 
Abelardo Bragas and Bgy. chairman Teresita Lumactud. 
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Bukidnon farmers start 60-day 222772: 


on with their 60-day protest 


march from their hometown of 


march to Manila to regain land 25525222 


The march entered its fifth 
day on Saturday, with the farm- 
ers embarking on their next 
stop, Kinoguitan in Misamis 
TECHNOLOGY EXPERIENCE Oriental, from an overnight 
stay in Jasaan town, also in the 
same province. 
They plan to walk an average 
of 40 kilometers рег day and SUMLAO атат thei fst 
cover 1,800 kilometers all the 00 kilometers in Cagayan де 
way to the Visayas and Metro Oro City for the 1,500-km walk 
Manila. to Metro Manila. covrasureo moto 
They expect to reach the 
metropolis in time forthe obser- back the farmers’ claim for 
vance of International Human land possession. 
Rights Day on Dec. 10. The Sumilao farmers said the 
Jennifer Ramos of the mili- actual conversion of the land 
tant lawyers’ group Balaod had not taken place. 
(Law) Mindanaw said the 50 Іп 2002, the Quisumbings 
protesters had to contend with sold the idled estate to the Co- 
the hot climate every day of juangco-controlled San Miguel 
their “walk for agrarian jus- Corp. through its subsidiary, 
tice.” San Miguel Foods Inc. The com- 
Tm і Ramos said she observed that pany announced that it was go- 
AYA AIOE (199) 20810 o Т 2 the protesters had to slowdown ing to establish a piggery farm 
Jj fron nima s092, serios or 2807 toward noon because of the in the estate, an activity which 
heat and that their slippers Was not specified in Torres’ or- 
were easily worn out. der for land-use conversion. 


Optimistic Piggery plan 
Despite these, Rene Penas, _ According to a primer of the 
one of the march leaders, said Sumilao case prepared by 
hewas optimisticthatthe group Ваіаой Mindanaw, the piggery 
“will be able to fully possess and plan cropped up last year as ће 
own our land." farmers were preparing to 
Theprotestersare amongthe Claim back the land. 
137 identified farmer-benefi- Тһе farmers pointed out that 
ciaries of the disputed 144- under DAR rules, the estate's 
hectare Quisumbing Estate in Owners were given five years to 
Bukidnon, which was placed implement the new land-use 
under the Comprehensive plan, but in the case of the 
Agrarian Reform Program Quisumbing Estate, ће period 
(CARP) and redistributed on lapsed in 2004. 
Sept. 25, 1995, through а col. They said this gave them the 
lective Certificate of Land Own- opportunity to demand that the 
ership Award (Cloa). estate be subjected to CARP 
Тһе same Cloa was subse- coverage again, but the govern- 
quently registered before the menthad ignored this, 
Sumilao Register of Deeds on Starting Wednesday last 
Oct. 13, 1995, the very basis for week, they began a long walk to 
the farmers claims of vested land ownership. 
rights over the estate. Cagayan de Oro Archbishop 
But in March 1996, then Ex- Antonio Ledesma has openly 
ecutive Secretary Ruben Tor- urged his parishioners, the 
res issued an order allowing Catholic laity and priests to pro- 
2 the conversion .of the estate vide support to the farmers. 
Handycam а ү. from purely agricultural into A national coalition of farmer 
GZ-MG37U 3 у A agri-industrial. The order ef- organizations has also urged 
AA b fectively provided the Qui- agrarian reform advocates and 
sumbings an escape route peasants to “reignite awareness 
from the CARP. of the situation of agrarian re- 
Despite the opposition ofof- form in the country and create a 
ficials of the Department of groundswell of support for the 
Agrarian Reform, Torres'order acceleration of distribution of 
was upheld by the Supreme lands under the [CARP]." Ryan 
Court in August 1999, setting Rosauro, Inquirer Mindanao 
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Ж Philippine Economic Zone Authority 


Republic of the Philippines 
PHILIPPINE ECONOMIC ZONE AUTHORITY 
Roxas Boulevard cor. San Luis St. 
Pasay City, Philippines. 


NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given that PHILIPPINES EPSON 
OPTICAL, INC. (PEOI) with plant site at the Gateway 
Business Park - Special Economic Zone (GBP-SEZ) has 
filed with the Philippine Economic Zone Authority (РЕ2А) 
ап application for PIONEER STATUS to be granted to 
its manufacture of high index ophthalmic lens using the. 
Taping Polymerization Process, which if approved, will 
entitle the company to six (6) years of Income Tax 
Holiday. Said application has been officially accepted 
and is under process in this office. 


Any person with valid objections to or pertinent 
comments on the above-mentioned application may file 
with the PEZA his/her objections in writing and under 
oath, within fifteen (15) days from the date of this 
publication. 

Please direct your position papers/comments to the 
Enterprise Regulations Department of PEZA [Tel. Nos. 
551-9586, 551-9544 and 551-3457; Telefax 551-3456; 
and e-mail address: erd@peza.gov.ph]. 


(Sgd.) LILIA В. DE LIMA 
Director General 
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Canon 


Delighting You Always 


gil a p hio: 


Business be simple Canon D-Zone 752-8170 « Workstation 525-2447 « Office Warehouse 899.7463 + i Gable 404-0261 | 
Makro 876-3145 + Silicon Valley 371-6868 % Compex 414-8304 » Villman 929-0411 ASI 526-4130 
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‘Character city’ advocates enforce plan to stop violence: 


By Vincent Cabreza 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


BAGUIO CITY—CASES OF VIOLENCE 
involving the youth have increased in 
the city prompting evangelists working. 
in the government to implement а 
three-year plan aimed ас promoting 
“good moral character" in high schools. 

The plan aims to restore the sum- 
mer capital's old identity as a "city 
of character,” said Councilor Galo 
Weygan, a Christian pastor. 

Police have documented cases of 
gang rivalry erupting in fist fights 
along downtown streets at midnight. 

The violence escalated recently 
when a grenade was hurled at an ез- 
tablishment frequented by teenagers 
near a university. Nine students were 
hurt when the grenade exploded 
near a billiards hall. 

The “character council,” which 
counts the local evangelical communi- 


ty as members, urges the government. 
to legislate ordinances that will control 
or regulate street “fratemization.” 

Its work plan seeks passage of a 
law banning “secret fraternities.” It 
proposes to coordinate with city em- 
ployee Mark Baliton, who presides 
over the United Fraternities Organi- 
zation, to keep policemen abreast 
about their activities and to help the 
government identify underground 
fraternities. 

Weygan authored а 2003 ordi- 
nance that created a council whose 
main task was to prepare Baguio for 
its conversion into a character city, 
and to ensure that “righteousness, 
efficiency, transparency and ас- 
countability" rule local governance. 

Each week, Weygan's chief duty is 
to announce during the weekly flag 
Ceremony what "moral character" 
the city government needs to imbibe. 

"The advocates were criticized, how- 


ever, when Weygan imposed a manda- 
tory counseling session on character 
development for all businessmen re- 
newing or applying for permits. 

"Тһе work plan requires the govem- 
ment to enforce ordinances regulating 
vices because "the environment outside 
the schools" affects youth behavior. 

Itis concerned about the existence 
of karaoke bars, proliferation of com- 
mercial video game machines and In- | Tresdems 
ternet shops, “jueteng,” and bars and 
billiards halls. It offers to organize ^ sls 
the children of parents working over- 5 
seas to "attend to neglected children ia 
and philandering spouses." 4 7 

Тһе plan wants the city to regu- j 
late student dormitories "to prevent 
or avoid prostitution.” It stresses 
that schools must be encouraged 
“to go back to the basics of teaching 
good manners and right conduct, 
moral values and character and 
healthy lifestyles.” 


GYM EQUIPMENT 


Republic of the Philippines 
CITY OF ALAMINOS 
Province of Pangasinan 


NOTICE 


The City Government of Alaminos invites interested parties 
to submit their proposals relative to the-implementation 
of the following projects: A 
Solid Waste Processing Plant. "v, 
Potable Water Supply for Bulk Selling to the 
Alaminos Water District for Distribution 
Establishment of Modular Sewage and 
Sewerage Processing Plant. ; i 
Supply of Various Heavy Equipment 


Proponents are hereby directed to indicate i i their proposal 
1) funding options; 2) mode of impleméntation; and 
3) other options for consideration’ By thé City. 


born to race 


to lead the race takes precision, performance and passion. 


Please submit your proposal to the City Planning and 
Development Office on.or.before November 30, 2007. 


ENGR. EDUARDO A. GARCIA 
Cohtact Nos. : 0927-878-0193 
(075) 654- 1099 
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"THE BEST SERVICE FOR SEIKO & ALBA WATCHES AT THESE SEIKO SERVICE CENTERS 
" MAIN CENTER: 2310 Majalco Building, Pasong Тато Extension, Makati Cy TEL.(632) 886-6771 1072 
- MAKATI: Glonei 1, Ayala Center, Makali Cty Tel (832) 892-8902. - MANILA : 1990 NICFUR Buding, comer Talt 8 
ii Ошго Avenue, Matte, Manda Tel (632) 523-8578 - PASAY CITY : Ground Floor, Metropoin Mal, EDSA comer Тай Avenue, 
ч Pasay Сау Te (532) 834-0212 - QUEZON CITY : #4 Lower Ground Floor, Мен Farmer's Plaza Araneta Genter Cubao, О. C. 
Te(6S2] 513-1908 = WB 206 SM Сау. Norh Avenue, comer EDSAQ. C. Tel (632) 929-9087 Space 1056 Level M1 Trinoma, Noch 
‘Tangle EDSA corner North Avenue, О.С. TeL(632) 916-6848 - CEBU : Lower Ground Floor, SM City North Reclamation Area, 

RELAXER Cebu Сау TeL(032) 232.0782 > J. Rodriguez Building, Osmeña Boulevard., Cebu Сау TeL(032) 259-6996 
GOOD FOR 5 PERSONS 


ESCAPE 


BIG BIG SAVINGS! 


Hurry! Limited stocks available. Imported from Australia. 
Other items available on sale. Please come and visit or call: 


From SEIKO WATCH CORPORATION 


Vee 26. 
Ad in Lt athe 


ALBA 


42% aRKmil Inc. 
1001 EDSA, Project 7, Quezon City 


Tel. No: 374-3701 to 06 Fax No: 374-5403 Available at any SETKO Service Center and 


authorized Dealers nationwide 


GoNegesyo Caravan Goes те 


CAGAYAN DE ORO 


ANNUM. 


GoNegosyo sa Cagayan de Oro * October-19, 2007 * The Atrium, 


8:309:30 Regiirotien/Red Carpet * 9:30.9:40 National Anthem • 9:40-9:50 Invocation * 9:50-10:00 Welcome Remarks * 10:00-10:30 Awarding of Most Inspiring 
Enreprensud from Norte Mindanao + 10:30-12:13 Keynote Forum wih Go Nagosyo Advocates, Celebrity Entrepreneurs wih Mas Inspiring Chrepreneurs rom 
Northern Mindanao * 12:15-12:45 Book Signing * 12:45-1: 1/20 Lunch Entertainment > 1220-2-00 Forum: Unsa Un Pognegosyo: How lo Stort о Business” 
- How to Go Negosyo by Entrepreneurs School of Asia * 4:40-5:00 Closing Remarks 
аа” ұру Conespdon IPCE) shee өрі eoo eres af аре (негі В 
cesi Р oris teach уе лш аны ра сна 
defe irar lon fee ЫБА! ск 


Special thanks to our partners: 


Lim Ket Kai Center, Cagayan de Oro City 
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est mobile TV handsets, 
bile needs. 


Erom colored screens to cameraphones to the lat 
lection of prepaid handsets to satisfy your mo 


only SMART has the widest se 
е SMART Wireless Center nearest yo: 


For a better view of our latest showcase of cellphone orar 
igi doy replacement warranty * Y2mon 


Get your prepaid handset from us and enjoy: Al 


vice warranty 
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Leviste asks CA to reconsider ruling 


Cites lack of strong evidence 
to back murder charge vs him 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


FORMER BATANGAS GOV. JOSE 
Antonio Leviste has contested 
the Court of Appeals decision af- 
firming the murder charge filed 
against him for the shooting of 
his longtime aide, Rafael de las 
Alas, last January. 

In his motion for reconsideration, Leviste 
cited the resolution of Makati Regional Tri- 
al Court Judge Elmo Alameda to grant him 
bail last May. 

Не pointed out that Alameda, in his deci- 
sion allowing him to post bail, had noted 
the scarcity of evidence to back the murder 
charge which was filed by Justice Prosecu- 
tor Emmanuel Velasco after a reinvestiga- 
tion of the case was conducted. 

In finding Leviste liable for murder and 
upgrading the charge from homicide, Velas- 
со had cited treachery, cruelty and premedi- 
tation in De las Alas’ killing, which took 
place inside Leviste's office in Makati City 

Leviste was subsequently arrested and 
detained, but was allowed to post bail by 
‘Alameda who ruled that the prosecution 
had failed to produce sufficient evidence 
against the former governor. 

“In issuing his order .. Respondent 
Judge had realized that indeed the prose- 
cution has no iota of evidence to support 
the crime of Murder. Meanwhile, the peti- 
tioner has already suffered, not only in jail, 
but also from the reckless and unwarranted 


Landfill dispute 


not over money, 
says MMDA 


By DJ Yap 


RATHER THAN MONEY MATTERS, TECH- 

1 questions involving the treatment of 
the leachate from the 14-hectare Rodriguez 
landfill led to the dispute last week be- 
tween the heads of Rizal province and Ro- 
driguez town. 

Аз garbage operations went back to nor- 
mal, Metropolitan Manila Development 
‘Authority Chair Bayani Fernando yesterday 
denied reports that Rizal Gov. Casimiro 
"nares Ш and Rodriguez Mayor Pedro 
Cuerpo III had been squabbling over the in- 
‘come generated by the landfill 

"It was not about money at all. The root 
of the conflict was technical problems over 
who is responsible for the treatment of the 
leachate, or the toxic wastewater that 
drains from the landfill,” Fernando said. 

During his Sunday morning program on 
radio station dzBB, Fernando said he want- 
ed to “disabuse the public of the notion” 
that monetary considerations caused the 
dispute. 

He also thanked Ynares and Cuerpo for 
the peaceful resolution of the problem, 
which he said, was simply the result of the 
officials’ desire to “protect their (respec- 
tive) interests.” 

But Fernando did not elaborate on the 
agreement that was reached by the two lo- 
cal officials when they met with him Thurs- 
day night. He only said Ynares and Cuerpo 
agreed to settle their differences and to re- 
open the 19-hectare landfill which is beside 
the 14-hectare dump. 


Бір You KNOW  ; 


‘MANILA was under British rule for almost 
two years—from October 1762 to March 
1764. A British fleet arrived in Manila Bay on 
Sept. 22, 1762 with orders from England's 
King George Ill to take possession of the. 
Spanish-governed Philippine islands. Spain 
earned the ire of England when it sided with 
France, which England was fighting with 

The British troops occupied churches іп 
Malate, Ermita and San Juan de Bagum- 
bayan and attacked Intramuros. On Oct. 6, 
1762 acting Governor General Archbishop. 
Manuel Antonio Rojo surrendered Manila 
tothe British. The British returned the city 
to Spain in 1764, in accordance with the 
peace treaty that ended the war between 
England and France. 

Cyril Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


publicity orchestrated by Velasco,” Leviste 
said in his motion for reconsideration. 

‘The Court of Appeals, in an Aug. 30 deci- 
sion, upheld Velasco's findings and the sub- 
sequent admission of the amended charge 
for murder against Leviste. 

‘According to the former governor, the 
appellate court should correct the prosecu- 
tion’s mistake in the interest of justice. 

“It has to concede with the realization of 
Respondent Judge, and however late it may 
be, it has to administer justice, if not vindi- 
cation, to the petitioner that at least he 
should not have suffered the ordeal he had 
been through,” Leviste said. 

He added that Alameda should not have 
allowed a reinvestigation of the case be- ғ i 
cause Velasco and Justice Secretary Raul — WORKIT, LADIES тактом 
Gonzalez had shown impartiality by saying Senior citizens wait for their turn to be called on stage at a fashion show held recently at the San Juan 


that the charge filed against him should gymnasium to mark Elderly Filipino Week. 
have been murder, instead of homicide. 
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a round of golf in Hawaii: Ц50150 


being swept away Ьу the scenery.” priceless 


Use your MasterCard'card when you travel 
abroad for a chance to win an exciting getaway 


Whether you're enjoying shopping in San Francisco or playing golf in Hawaii, traveling with your 
MasterCard is now even more rewarding. From October 16 to December 31, 2007, every USD10 
equivalent you spend overseas on your MasterCard automatically earns you one raffle entry to win 
a vacation in Hong Kong, Singapore or Thailand. 


Best of all triple your chances of winning when you use your Platinum.or Titanium MasterCard. 
No matter where your travels may take you, enjoy the very best of what Platinum and Titanium 
MasterCard has to offer in dining, travel and entertainment Visit mastercardmoments.com to find 
out more about these exclusive privileges. 


For more details, visit mastercard.com/sea Terms and conditions apply. 


Street kids at risk 
| WOULD like to call the attention of the government agen- 
cy concerned regarding the presence of street children at 
‘the corner of Quezon Avenue and Araneta Avenue near the 
boundary of Manila and Quezon City who play hide and 
‘seek with policemen or beg from motorists. Their lives are 
at risk, either from passing vehicles, outdoor pollution 
and exposure to either the heat or strong rains. 

LILY S.,46, Quezon City 


Repair needed for Cainta 


subdivision road network 

CALLING the attention of Cainta Mayor Mon llagan. For 
three years now, | have observed the deterioration of the 
road network in Brookside Hillside Subdivision. | don’t 
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METRO 
Makati to adopt 4 members of RP Everest Team 


O a Ф Manila. Please help 
BSF SINE us" сопелоғоо 
know if the homeowners’ association knows anything 
about it. But think the Department of the interior and 
Loal Government, in the name of public service, should 
do something about this, like covering with asphalt the 
roads leading to Birmingham Place Subdivision via Bur- 
bank Street, Birmingham Street and other main streets. 
Salamat po (Thank you)! 

RIC JAY, 35, Brookside Hillside Subdivision, Cainta, Rizal 


Curfew hours not followed 
HINDI nasusunod ang curfew dito sa Sta. Ana. Marami 
ра rin akong nakikitang kabataan na nasa labas ng 
kalye kahit тау curfew na (Curfew hours are not fol- 
lowed in Sta. Ana, Manila. | see alot of minors out on the 
streets even after curfew), 

ANGELO ABUNAN, 33, Manila 


Lanes for tricycles only 
THERE should be lanes devoted strictly to tricycles alone 
at Batasan Road in Quezon City so these vehicles do not 
hinder the flow of traffic in the area. 

TED BELORMINO, 52, Northview, Quezon City 


Tullahan Bridge open only to cars, jeeps 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


THE TULLAHAN BRIDGE IN VALEN- 
zuela City would finally be reopened 
to motorists today after undergoing 
rehabilitation for over six months. 

However, Ed Santos, Department 
of Public Works and Highways Na- 
tional Capital Region project engi- 
neer, clarified that only two of the 
bridge's four lanes would be ope 

їп addition, only light vehicles 
‘would be allowed to use the structure. 


“We had problems with the inces- 
sant rains, which led to the delay in 
the completion of the bridge's ap- 
proaches,” Santos said in a phone 
interview yesterday. 

Aside from cars, only јеерпеуз 
and vans would be allowed on the 
bridge. Big trucks would be banned 
from passing through the structure 
until it is completely finished, he 
stressed, 

“The whole project could be com- 
pleted within a week, depending on 


the. weather,” Santos said. 

He added, “We are asking the 
public for a little more patience and 
understanding because we cannot 
sacrifice the structure's quality over 
the original project timetable.” 

The reconstruction of the 73- 
year-old bridge was completed last 
Sept. 15 but it took the DPWH an- 
other month to build the approach- 
es at both ends of the infrastruc- 
ture. The P63 million project was 
originally set to open in June. 


Cops to brief media on crime scene ‘protocol’ 


AS THE "NO. 1 CONTAMINANTS” 
of crime scenes, media men are be- 
ing invited to a seminar this Thurs- 
day on the importance of preserving. 
the evidence at the scene of a crime. 

Organized by the Manila Police 
District Homicide Division-Criminal 
Investigation Detection Unit, the 
one-day seminar at the MPD head- 
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Man killed 


after wedding 
A MAN was killed in 
Quezon City a few 
hours after his wed- 
ding last Saturday. Os- 
car dela Cruz, 27,a 
resident of Talanay, 
Barangay Batasan Hilis, 
was stabbed dead by 
Rodel Refe, 21, during 
a beauty pageant. Earli- 
er in the day, De la Cruz 
was celebrating his 
wedding by drinking 
with his friends inside 
his house. The police 
said the victim, who. 
was then quite drunk, 
later went out of his. 
house to watch the 
pageant but became 
unruly and started 
fighting with another 
тап. Refe tried to calm 
down the victim but the 
latter punched him in. 
the face. This angered 
‘the suspect who took 
‘outa knife and stabbed 
the victim once in the 
body. Refe escaped 
while people rushed De 
la Cruz to the Мамаг 
General Hospital. The 
victim, however, died a 
few minutes later while 
the police have yet to 
find the suspect. 
Kenneth М. 
del Rosaria 


quarters for both media and police 
investigators will take up crime 
scene protection, the duties of re- 
sponding officers and how they 
should deal with media. 

“The media always contaminates 
the crime scene. This seminar is part 
of our massive information cam- 
paign on crime scene investigation, 


because whatever evidence you are 
introducing to the court of law, if it is 
already contaminated or altered, it 
will not have intrinsic value,” Insp. 
Alejandro Yanquiling, MPD’ hor 
cide chief, told the Igumen. 

He pointed out, however, that at 
times, policemen also fail to cordon 
off the crime scene. Allison W. Lopez 


By DJ Yap 


FOR SCALING THE HIGHEST PEAK IN THE. 
world, four members of the Philippine 
Everest Team will be “adopted” by the 
country’s financial capital. 

The city government of Makati is set to 
make Leo Oracion, Carina Dayondon, Janet 
Belarmino and Noelle Wenceslao honorary 
residents, Mayor Jejomar Binay said yester- 
day. 

Another member of the team, Erwin 
"Pastor" Emata, already lives in Makati 

“The conferment of honorary citizenship 
to the members of Team Everest is a small 
gesture of gratitude to real heroes who 
made great personal sacrifices to bring hon- 
orto the Philippines,” Binay said. 

He added that he has asked the Makati 
City Council to pass an ordinance adopting 
the four and making them eligible for all 
the benefits enjoyed by city residents. 

The mayor met with the members of 
‘Team Everest at a student forum at the Uni- 
versity of Makati Thursday, where they 
gave Binay autographed first edition 
stamps commemorating Oracion and Ema- 
ta's ascent of Everest on May 17 and 18, 
2006. 

The two were the first Filipinos to reach 
the top of Everest, the world's highest peak. 

‘The women climbers, on the other hand, 
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gave Binay signed photos of their own his- 
toric climb last May 18. 

Belarmino, Dayondon and Wenceslao al- 
зо made history by becoming the first wom- 
en climbers from Southeast Asia to traverse 
the peak of Everest. 

As adopted citizens of Makati, the four 
will receive the much-touted Makati “yel- 
low cards" which entitle them to subsidized 
health services. 

‘They may also use the city’s sports facili- 
ties for their training, including the Makati 
Aqua Sports Arena in Barangay West Rem- 
bo, and the soon to open UMAK Oval, 

Binay said the four would also be entitled 
to the benefits received by Makati's senior 
citizens once they retire. The city’s elderly 
can watch a movie for free in any of the 
city’s cinemas any day of the week. They al- 
so receive cakes on their birthdays and a 
yearly allowance of P2,000. 


Infrastructure for Rural Productivity Enhancement Sector 
(InfRES) Project InfRES PROJECT OFFICE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY ANDTO BID 


Provision of Training Services for Design and Delivery of 


Training Package 5 — Design and Conduct of Training on O&M 


The Government of the Philippines’ Department of Agriculture (DA) with funding assistance from 
the Asian Development Bank (ADB Loan- 1772-PHI) is currently undertaking the Infrastructure 
for Rural Productivity Enhancement Sector (InfRES) Project. The Projectis designed lo improve 
rural productivity and reduce poverty in target rural areas through the provision of demand- 
driven rural infrastructure and activities that strengthen local capacities for devolved project 
implementation and management. The Project under Component 2 supports a program of capacity 
building that includes strengthening of LGUs, NGOs, Community Organizations and the DA in 
managing and implementing community-driven rural infrastructure projects. 


This invitation is intended to invite qualified training providers to apply for eligibility and bid for the 
design and delivery of Training Package 5 — Training on O&M to 81 LGUs in 9 regions in 
Southern Philippines. This course will be provided lo LGUs with about to be completed or on- 
going subproject implementation aimed to build their capabilities in maintaining their subprojects. 


The InfRES Project Office invites qualified training providers to submit proposals together with 
qualification documents. The training providers/institutions willbe selected in accordance with 
existing GOP and ADB Procurement Guidelines on the Use of Consultants. 


Basic Qualification Requirements: 


Must have atleast 3 years experience and track record in designing, conducting and 
managing training programs/courses particularly for LGUs 

Must have a team of qualified experts/resource persons whose field of expertise and 
‘experience are within the proposed training areas with relevant qualificalion and experience 


аз trainers or resource persons in their speci 
‘Must be an accredited training institution of 


accrediting institutions 


field of expertise 
Service Commission, LGA and/or other 


Proposals and qualification documents must be submitted on or before 5:00 PM, November 29, 
2007 to: MR. MICHAEL J. ALLMAN, Team Leader and Project Management Specialist, 
InfRES Project (Attn: Richelda Salamero, Training Officer), InfRES Project Office, 2 
Floor JAFER Building, 118 West Ave., Quezon City. 


The Request for Proposal (RFP) and Qualification requirements shall be issued starting 


October 29, 2007 by the Project Office. For furlher information, interested parties may inquire 
during office hours at the following telephone numbers: 928-76-05/928-76-15. You сап also visit 


our website at www@infres.com.ph 
ЗЕРГЕРІ 


Үоиг реп. 
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Under-fire Australia PM Howard calls election 
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SYDNEY—AUSTRALIAN PRIME 
Minister John Howard on Sun- 
day called а general election for 
Nov. 24 in which the staunch US 
ally in Iraq faces the fight of his 
life as polls show him headed for 
a landslide defeat. 

Pleading with voters for sup- 
port whether they “love me or 
loathe me” after 11 years in of- 
fice, Howard insisted his experi- 
елсе set him ahead of opposi- 
tion leader Kevin Rudd. 

Аға press conference which 
ended weeks of fevered media 
speculation and nearly a year of 
bitter but unofficial campaign- 
ing Howard made a humble 
but determined bid for a fifth 
term in office. 

But even after waiting until 
the last minute to call the poll, 
and giving himself a full six 
‘week campaign time, he is fac- 
ing what is expected to be the 
country's most bruising election. 
clash in a decade. 

The conservative 68-year-old 
leader of the Liberal Party is 
trailing badly in opinion polls in. 
a battle against the toughest op- 
ponent to emerge since he won 
power, Labor Party leader and 
former diplomat Rudd. 

Rudd has pledged to pull Aus- 
tralian troops out of Iraq, but it is 
domestic issues such as the 
booming economy and the gov- 
emments radical industrial rela- 
tions reforms that are expected 
tobe key election battlegrounds 

Howard, who is fighting а ris- 
ing tide of voter sentiment that 
his government has been in 
power too long, argued that 


HOWARD 


Australia's best years could lie 
ahead with him at the helm. 

“Пп order for that to happen, 
this country does not need new 
leadership, it does not need old 
leadership, it needs the right 
leadership," he said. 

Howard said the choice for 
Australians was whether to 
choose a party with a proven 
track record, or “ап inexperi- 
enced group of men and wom- 
еп, 70 percent of whom are for- 
mer trade union officials." 

With voters above all con- 
сетей over house prices and 
rising interest rates putting 
pressure on mortgages, Howard 
stressed his ability to manage. 
the current economic boom and 
said he believed record unem- 
ployment could go even lower. 

"The right leadership is the 
leadership that tells the Aus- 
tralian people where it stands 
оп issues and what it believes 
in," he said. АЕР 
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9 killed in Afghan suicide attack 
KANDAHAR, Afghanistan—A suicide bomber on a motorbike detonated 
explosives in a crowded marketplace near Afghan police, killing nine 
people and wounding at least 29, officials said. The blast Saturday killed 
two police officers and seven eivilians in the city of Spin Boldak in the 
southern province of Kandahar near the border with Pakistan, a state- 
ment from Nato's International Security Assistance force said. Violence 
has killed more than 5,200 people this year, according to an Associated 
Press count based on official figures, the deadliest year since the fall of 
the Taliban in 2001. 

AP 


British PM Brown suffers poll plunge 
LONDON—British Prime Minister Gordon Brown suffered further blows 
Sunday as a new рой put the opposition seven points ahead as disgrun- 
Мей ex-ministers reportedly prepared to attack. The poll in The Sunday 
Telegraph newspaper marked an astonishing turnaround as Brown's 
governing Labour Party was 11 percentage points clear of the Conser- 
vatives in one poll just weeks ago. But it now seems his honeymoon pe- 
riod after taking over from Tony Blair in June is well and truly over. The 
Conservatives, led by David Cameron, were on 43 percent—a 15-year 
high—Labour on 36 percent and the Liberal Democrats on 14 percent 
in the survey by pollsters ICM. 

AFP 


Castro, Chavez meet for 4 hours 

HAVANA—Cuban leader Fidel Castro and his Venezuelan counterpart, 
Hugo Chavez, met for four hours Saturday to discuss Latin America, 
world problems and bilateral relations, Cuban state television reported. 


Distributed by: LUPEL MARKETING CORP. 
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Clinton has 
21-pt lead 
over Obama 


WASHINGTON— 
Hillary Clinton has 
a 2l-point lead 
over fellow Demo- 
crat Barack Obama 
in New Hamp- 
shire, one of the 
first states to vote 
in the nominating 
process for the 
2008 US presiden- 
tial election, а poll 
showed on Sun- 
day. 

Ina poll by Marist 
College Institute for 
Public Opinion, 41 
percent of likely 
Democratie votes 
support Clinton fol- 
lowed by 20 percent 
for Obama, a first- 
term senator from 
Illinois. 

Former Sen. John 
Edwards was third 
with 11 percent. 

‘Among likely Re- 
publican voters, for- 
mer Massachusetts 
Gov. Mitt Romney 
had a slight lead 

26 percent sup- 
port, followed by 20 
percent for former 
New York Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani and 
17 percent for Ari- 
zona Sen, John Mc- 
Cain. Reuters 


Editor Luverne В. Gueco 
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Burma restores Internet, 
but continues arrest of foes 


RANGOON—THE RULING GENERALS OF BURMA 
(Myanmar) have restored public Internet access, 
more than two weeks after cutting Web connections 
to stem the flow of images of mass protests and a 
ruthless crackdown that outraged the world. 


Тһе junta also reduced a cur- 
few to just four hours, but ar- 
rests of opponents and partici- 
pants in the protests—the 
biggest challenge to 45 years of 
military rule in. Burma since 
1988— continued despite inter- 
national pressure for talks with 
the opposition. 

“The Internet connection was 
restored on Saturday afternoon, 
but we still haven't decided 
whether or not to reopen our In- 
ternet cafe yet,” a Rangoon (Yan- 
gon) Internet cafe owner said. 

There had been intermittent 


access to the Internet over the 
past week, mostly during a cur- 
few first imposed as the junta sent 
the Army in to end protests led by 
thousands of Buddhist monks. 
The government admits 10 
people were killed, although 
Western governments and oppo- 
sition groups in exile say the real 
toll was much higher, and thou- 
sands of people, including hun- 
dreds of monks, were arrested 
and held in brutal conditions. 
Many have been freed, but 
more are being arrested despite 
a visit by United Nations special 


envoy Ibrahim Gambari and a 
statement condemning the 
crackdown by the UN Security 
Council including China, the 
closest the junta has to an ally. 

On Saturday, three promi- 
nent activists in the student-led 
uprising the Army put down 
with an estimated loss of 3,000 
lives in 1988 were detained in 
one of the many raids still being 
conducted by police. They face 
long jail terms. 

Htay Куме has already spent 
15 years in jail, Mie Mie, a wom- 
ап activist, seven years and 
‘Aung Thu, the third arrested, 
five years. Aung Gyi, another ac- 
tivist, was arrested separately. 

Ko Min Aung, a member of de- 
tained democracy icon Aung San 
Suu Kyřs National League for 
Democracy was arrested in 


Taunggok when he got home from 
an NLD meeting on Saturday. 

“The police took him, grab- 
bing his arms as soon as he got 
home. They did not even allow 
him to take a change of clothes," 
his wife said on Sunday. 

‘Some who took part in the lat- 
est mass protests—both monks 
and laymen—may have been 
jailed already after closed trials. 

"So far as we heard, jail sen- 
tences have already been passed 
оп some monks, men and stu- 
dents who took part in the 
protests,” a source close to the 
families of arrested activists said. 

Тһе junta has made some con- 
cessions to international pressure, 
including giving Gambari a rare 
audience with Senior Gen. Than 
‘Shwe and two meetings with No- 
bel laureate Suu Kyi. 


E ы: "a ӨЙ аны о 
BUSSED in, they walk home after. Participants of a mass progovernment 


Reuters rally leave Thuwunna Sports Ground in Rangoon (Yangon) on Oct. 13. we 
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Atheism apostle 
speaks his mind 


By Peter Graff 


LONDON—RICHARD DAWKINS, THE 
prickly Oxford biologist whose bestselling 
atheist manifesto “The God Delusion” has 
become a global publishing phenomenon, 
is a hero to his admirers and an object of 
outrage for his opponents around the 
world. An expert in Darwinian evolution, 
Dawkins doesn’t just want to explain why 
he doesn’t believe in God. He wants to pick 
fights and change minds. 

"If this book works as I intend, religious 
readers who open it will be atheists by the 
time they put it down,” he writes in his pref- 
ace 

The existence of God, he argues, is a le- 
gitimate question for scientists, and the evi- 
dence doesn't add up. 

In his most strongly worded chapter, he 
inveighs against the custom of automatical- 
ly assuming that children share the reli- 
gions of their parents before they are old 
enough to think for themselves. He calls it 
“child abuse.” 

Dawkins has no time for critics—even 
some who say they share his beliefs—who 
say the book is too shrill. 

In one passage frequently cited by his de- 
tractors, he calls the Old Testament God “ar- 
guably the most unpleasant character in all 
fiction .. a vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic 
cleanser; a misogynistic, homophobic, 
racist, infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal, pesti- 
lential, megalomaniacal, sado-masochistic, 
capriciously malevolent bully.” 

In his preface he writes that no one 
would be surprised by such a tone in a polit- 
ical essay or a restaurant review. 

"Ifi sounds intemperate, it is only because 
of the weird convention, almost universally 
accepted ... that religious faith is uniquely 
privileged: above and beyond criticism.” 

He said: “It is perfectly true that an awful 
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lotof people have described me as strident 
and ranting and so forth. I wonder if they 
1 have read the book? I actually think the 
j tone is rather humorous.” 

^| Already a bestseller in the United States 
and Britain, the book is now coming out in 
some 30 foreign editions, shooting onto 
bestseller lists іп Italy, Germany, Brazil and 
elsewhere. 

Its extraordinary success has fueled a 
publishing bonanza, both of atheist argu- 
ments—like “God Is Not Great” by Christo- 
“| pher Hitchens—and rebuttals by believ- 
| ers—like “The Dawkins Delusion” by Alis- 
ter McGrath, a Christian biochemist. 

Dawkins says the appetite for his argu- 
ments has been stoked both by the rise of 
Conservative Christian politics in the Unit- 
ed States and the emergence of violent Is- 
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lamic extremism. 

Christian and Muslim fundamentalism 
are two sides of the same coin, he says, 
though “the Islamic ones are so much 
worse. 

They actually resort to violence so much 
more easily.” 

Fresh from a tour of the United States, he 
said he detects a cultural change there. Не 
was surprised by the size of the sympathetic 
crowds he attracted, especially in the so- 
called Bible belt, the southern heartland of 
- Conservative Christianity. 

“Т do get the impression that there is 
something shifting in America. Under Bush 
it looked like America might soon be a 
theocracy and I.think people have woken 
up to the danger of that and I think they are 
grateful for these books that speak what 
they have been thinking about,” he says. 

“The people who come to see me are 
there because they agree. Reuters 
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By June Navarro 


LOADED WITH TALENT ON PAPER, MAG- 
nolia translated that fearsome reputa- 
tion into a more concrete form last 
night. 

Danny Seigle and Dondon Hontiveros 
presided over the Beverage Masters’ high- 
octane offense that dazzled the Air21 Ex- 
press, 121-112, at the start of the 2007- 
2008 Smart-PBA Philippine Cup at the 
Araneta Coliseum. 

Firing a game-high 28 points, Seigle con- 
spired with Hontiveros in a third-quarter on- 
slaught that transformed a double-digit deficit 


Hontiveros 
pumped in 12 of his 
15 points in that 
span, induding the 
game-tying free 
throws at 67 and the 
go-ahead three-point 
play after ramming against rookie Doug 
Kramer. 

‘The rampaging Express train, which built a 
65-55 lead, finally got derailed as Hontiveros 
and Seigle took over. 

“They were shooting the lights out and 
hurting us in transition,” said Magnolia coach 
Siot Tanquingcen. ‘As one of the most athletic. 


GAMES WEDNESDAY 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
435p m—Sta. Lucia 
Realty vs Purefoods 
720p.m—TakN 
Text vs Alaska 
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6 months pa! zung овор! 


CALL 88-725-88 


Catu Otem: озг}гэвовов Tl Fres 1.000 00D 


Magnolia in sizzling 
start, scuttles Air21 


Nino Canaleta sizzled with a career-high 32 
points for the Express while Arwind Santos 
added 21 in the highest scoring season-opener 
since Presto beat Swift, 120-118, during the 
1992 season. 

League rules have been altered to favor the 
offensive team, making the game faster and 
exciting 

"We have to deal with it. Everybody plays 
under the same rules so T see no problem with 
it” said Tanquingcen. 

What poses to be a big problem, however, 
was how to balance the minutes of Siot’s tal- 
ent-laden roster on the floor. 

Aside from Seigle and Hontiveros, Enrico Vil- 


MAGNOLIA'S 640059 rookie Samigue Eman is 
fouled on the drive by Air2I’s Homer Se (right) 
inlastnight’s PBA opener. —— мхалтонлсвд 


PBA opening notes 


LAST NIGHT'S TECHNO-INSPIRED OPENING OF THE 
РВА$ 33rd season drew a ful-nouse crowd, underscoring the 
Teague renewed strength at the box-office.. You could feel 
the cold palms of league otficerin-charge Renauld "Sonny" 
Barrios as he addressed the crowd and opened the season 
ийй a brief speech. He was to leading candidate far the com- 
missionership four years ago unti wyer-sportscaster Nol 
Eata beat him to the job... "Marimar" draw oohs and ahs from 
ans when she entored the court as muse of Tak 'N To. They 
did not expect the lovely Marianne Rivera to play ball with the 
Phone Pals.. Even Pokwang was there, unexpectedly as well, 
as "muse" ofthe Coca-Cola Tigers... Like Marimar, Karylle a- 
diated uncommon charm and glamour as she sang the nalion- 
alanthem... World boxing champion Gerry Peñalosa, standing 
in, they зау, for Manny Pacquiao, drew prideful cheers as he 
was introduced to the gallery. 50-400-2 Paeng Nepomuceno, 
“trim апа sl highly competitive, was never out of place on the 
Court. A teenageri fan thought the foursime works towing 
champ was a PBA alumnus. 


toan imposing lead the Express couldn't over- 


tum. 


HOT DASHBOARD 
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YOUR AIRCON 
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contain with its flexible lineup.” 


teams in the league, Air21 is really hard to 


lanueva, Larry Fonacier, Lordy Tugade and 
Danny fidefonso also finished in double figures. 


HAIRLOSS EXPERTS IN AMERICA REVEAL FRIGHTENING FACTS 


Men Going Bald 
Lose One Hair 


THE ONT 
DEALERSIUP 
THAT OFFERS 

USED CAR 

VEHI WARRANTY 


EDSA AUTO EXCHANGE 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM АТ 
199 EDSA Brgy. Wack Wack, 
Mandaluyong City 
Southbound before SEC and POEA 
САЦ OR TEXT 
727-1397 726-1205 
09209037858 09228331441 


Every15 


Recent research from top trichologists in 
the USA reveals that the rate of a man's hairloss 
can reach about 35,000 hairs a year on a 
baldness-prone head. That means, when 
receding and thinning are at their peak, а 
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man on his way to baldness is losing one hair 
approximately every fifteen minutes! 

As most men prior to experiencing any 
hairloss have a total scalp cover of 100,000 to 
150,000 hairs or more, a mere four disappearing 
every hour don’t get noticed - until it’s too late. 
Based on these figures it's easy to see how 
it takes only 3-5 years for a 30-year old man 
to be bald by the time he’s 34 - if he does 
nothing about it. 

Why is it that so many men let themselves 
go bald - when there's enough time at the 
beginning of the hairloss process to get expert 
advice and the right trichological treatments? 
Tt seems there are a number of reasons, the main 
one being unawareness of what is available at 
professional hair-and-scalp care centres. The 
best known is Svenson, which has been in the 
business of controlling hairloss for over twenty- 
five years across Asia and around the world. 
Svenson is where people go when they don't 
want to go bald. 

If it really disturbs you that you're losing 
one hair every fifteen minutes, it makes a lot 


December 2. Promo period: August 24 - October 31, 2007 


Now available in the new Ford Focus 1.8L Trend 5-door hatchback. 
For inquiries, call 889-FORD (3673) or visit your nearest dealership. 
Prices of the Ford Focus start at P759,000. 


Minutes! 


Without 
* be totally bald in just 2-3 years. 


of sense to call Svenson for an appointment. It 
costs nothing to have a qualified trichologist 
analyze your hair and scalp. You'll learn the 
cause of your hairloss and what the right 
treatments сап do. And you'll discover how your 
hair and scalp can be optimized for maximum 
growth potential 

Don’t wait another 15 minutes and one more 
hair, call Svenson now for a no-cost consultation 
today. Telephone 892-4247/ 234-0851 (Cebu). 


Test drive any Ford Focus and get a chance to win an all-expense paid trip to watch the last and 


most exciting World Rally Championship race in Wales, Great Britain live from November 30 to 
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So nails GM norm despite loss Derby Race joy for My Happiness 


The standings: 

75 ponts ОМ Wang Hao (China), GM han Popov (Russia). 
IM Grigoryan Ave (Armenia) 7 0—М Ahmed Ady (yp GM 
Georg Meer (Germany). GM Dmitry Апага (Russia), M Abhi- 
Joet бира (Ind). 65—GM Аптап Pashkan (Armenia), GM 
Бапа! Stetvapen (Netheriands). GM Victor Lancia (Czech Re- 
pubiic), IM Marcus Rapper (Austria). M Dav Јова (Georg V+- 
testo Kulakov (Russa); б 0-4 Wesley So (Philippines) GM 
Мат Нобел (rae), ОМ Parmargn Neg (inda). GM David 
оне! (ngang) GM Gawain Jones (England). М Daan Branden- 
‘burg (Netherlands), IM Evgeny Romanov (Russia), ІМ Gogineni 
Бой (nta), М бора Narayanan (dal IM Fidei (ола (Cuba). 
IM Tamas Banus (Hungrary), M Hram Melumyan (US) 


A DAY AFTER SECURING THE SECond of 
three grandmaster norms he needs to become 


UST Tigresses post 


a fullpledged GM, Wesley So lost his match 
against Indian Intemational Master Abhijeet 
Gupta in the 10ih round Saturday of the World 
Juniors and Girls Chess Championships at the 
"T Petrosian Chess House in Yerevan, Armenia. 
The 14year-old from Bacoor, Cavite, re- 
signed after 38 moves of a Sicilian Defense, 
Ritzer Rauzer Attack, and fell out of contention 
‘with just three rounds left in the tournament. 
The loss was the third for So, who also has 
five victories and two draws. 
Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


By Musong R. Castillo 


‘CARMONA, CAVITE—FAR FOURTH 
choice My Happiness kicked mightily 
in the final two quarters last night to 
win the centerpiece Derby Race of the 
Klub Don Juan Festival at the San 
Lazaro Leisure Park here. 

Class B rider John B. Cordero rode 
like a master atop the daughter of Or- 
реп out of Glee Club, wheeling My 
Happiness out in front for good when 


the bunch rounded the far turn. 

The New Zealand-bred My Happi- 
ness, which sold just P125,474 out of 
the total handle of P901,682, won by 
four lengths over Traditional and Fer- 
dinand Raquel to secure the first prize 
of P900,000 for owner Honorato Neri. 

Speedball Copper Dew, the Val 
Dilema-steered second choice behind 
the fancied Irene's Fantasy, was third 
another length back for P187,500, 
while Defiant was fourth under Jeffry! 


Zarate for P75,000. 

My Happiness won for the first time 
in six races, clocking 2:068, 

‘The super-impressive Indelible Ink, 
meanwhile, stretched her winning 
run to six earlier after dominating the 
Fillies’ Stakes in a virtual gallop also 
under Zarate. 

Sent off as the overwhelming first 
choice with sales of P655,109 out of 
the total daily double handle oF 
P723,329. 


Pacquiao knows the real Roach? 


YOURE SURE YOU KNOW THIS MAN THE 


big V-League start 


GAMES TOMORROW (The Arena, San Juan) 
3pm—tyceumvs Adamson 
5p.m—Letran vs La Salle 


By Romina S. Austria. 


UNIVERSITY OF SANTO TOMAS 
began its bacl-to-back title bid 
like a house on fire, scorching La 
Salle, 25-16, 25-22, 25-11, yester- 
day at the start of the Shakey's V- 
League women's volleyball sec- 
ond conference at The Arena in 
San Juan City. 

‘Adamson University earlier blanked 
Far Eastern University, 25-23, 25-21, 
27-25 

Showing the experience and matu- 
rity that gave them a second title last 
July, the Tigresses were only threat- 
ened in the closing minutes of the sec- 
ond set when the Lady Archers moved 
within 21-20. 

In the third set, the 2004 champi- 
ons jumped to an 8-2 advantage and 
never looked back, completing the job 
in ust one hour and 10 minutes. 


Venus Bernal, the first conference fi- ADAMSON'S Janet Serafica blocks FEU's Mary Rose Cabanag. sucusroEAcuz 


nals Most Valuable Player, led USTs 
attack with 16 points while Mary Jean 
Balse contributed 13. 


La Salle needs to beat Letran in ers last season, who will gun for the 
their 5 p.m. match tomorrow to avoid solo lead against eight-time WNCAA 


Only Stephanie Mercado, daughter ап early stint at the cellar, an unlikely champion Lyceum tomorrow at 3 
of former Asian sprint queen Lydia de place for the three-time league winner pm. 


Vega, came up with a double-digit pro- and defending champion. 


duction for the Lady Archers with 18 


"It was an impressive debut for us 


Rissa Jane Laguilles produced 15 because we didn't expect to beat FEU 


points. points for the Lady Falcons, sixth plac- im straight sets," said Adamson coach 


Minerva Dulce Pante. “Lyceum is a 
strong team but we know we can 
compete against them.” 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


This is to inform the public that MR. CESAR М. 
DEBUYAN, JR., whose photo appears above. 
was on AWOL since last September 18, 2007. 
He was terminated and no longer connected 
with POWERDIESEL PHILS., INC. since 
‘October 01, 2007. 


‘Any transaction entered into by him will no 
longer be honored by the company. 


Please direct any information leading to his 
whereabouts іс: 


POWERDIESEL PHILS., INC. 
Unit 104 GF Pacific Place Bidg.. Pear Dr. cor. 
‘Amethyst Rd.. Origas Conlar. Pasig Сау 


boxing world fondly calls Freddie Roach? 

Ofcourse, you don't. 

You think Manny Pacquiao knows enough 
about the trainer who has repackaged him in- 
to a prizefight masterpiece? Of course, Pac- 
quiao doesn't know enough of Roach. 

In fact, nobody may ever come to leam 
who the real Freddie Roach is because, unlike 
in the world of art, the focus in boxing always 
falls on the creation, not the creator. 

‘You could, іп a way, call Roach the Van 
Gogh of the boxing world. The immortal 
painter and the great boxing trainer share a 
dassic disheveled look. 

OK, but who would ever suspect that Pred- 
die himself had a turbulent past that could ri- 
val that of Vincent Ven Gogh's? 

The earliest we knew about Van Gogh 
was that he once dabbled in religious 
preaching. 

‘The comparison is rather cock-eyed, but 
who could deny that Roach is himself in- 
volved іп preaching the profitable inflic- 
tion of pain? Roach has a famous saloon 
around Hollywood where he painstakingly 
carves out future champions. 

Van Gogh, for his part, never came to 
own a workplace of his own, and mainly 
had only the vast outdoors, the bright, col- 
orful fields in Arles and elsewhere, as his 
immense, boundless saloon. 

Big, well-heeled people, induding politi- 
cians and movie actors from the Philippines, 
travel far and wide to worship at Wild Card. 

Pacquiao and all other name fighters who 
work out there have also made Wild Card 
loom a lot bigger than the smallish work 
тоот that itis. 

Meanwhile, Roach regularly does his 
chore, hardly untouched by the legend that 
bas grown about him through the years. 

"The work load? Of course, “It ain't easy” as 
the Wild Card motto, proudly inscribed on 
signature gym Tshirt, declares. 

Pacquiao's amazing work ethic, needless to 
say, has made him the open model for all- 
comers at Wild Card. 

For starters, it's impossible to typecast 
Freddie Roach. Here's one walking riddle 
who doesn’t bother to be enigmatic with 
anything, whether it involves gym rule or 


Bare Eye 


plain friendship. 

“You could stay if you want, there's a bed 
for you here,” he told this reporter when I 
strayed off to Wild Card to cover Pacquiao 
after the funeral of my eldest sister, who 
died in California three years ago. 

A little over a week ago, back from ап. 
other Pacquiao win in Las Vegas, he had 
dinner at the other table and later picked 
up our bills after we had a few drinks at the 
Nat's Thai restaurant near Wild Card. 

«Т got it, man,” Freddie announced with 
a bappy wink, leaving a generous tip. 


He was quite accommodating when he 
agreed to leave his nest and train Pacquiao in 
Cebu City for the rematch against Marco An- 
tonio Barrera. 

But when the crowds proved wild and un- 
ruly, Freddie put his foot down and threat- 
ened to leave. 

He did dance with Pacquiao when the box- 
ing superstar decided to bolt Wild Card after 
only three days of work since coming back 
from Manila in early August. 

But Roach would have nothing of the nori 
sense and honestly told HBO that, contrary to 
laims, the last-minute decision to pack up 
and leave for Cebu was not part of an original 
training plan. 

Roach often mumbles and, by force of 
nature, is aman of few words. 

But there's a half-hidden poster about a 

movie in the making, pasted knee-high at 
Wild Card, which speaks of Roach's painful 
past: 
“He had 54 professional fights and they 
were the easy ones. ROACH: The true story 
of an angry white boxer driven to be world 
champion by a brutal tyrant of a father. 
Forced to end his career prematurely, he 
turned to battle his family, his personal 
demons and Parkinson's disease, until he 
found his true calling as a trainer." 

This should have been the lead para- 
graph in this piece. 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


Be а known that a warrant of arest of MS. ELVIE 
CARTECIANO of No. 141-147 J. Ruz Энее. San Juan 
Metro Manda, whose piro appears herein, has been 
issued by Branch 264 of the Regional Tnal Court of 
Pasig Ciy in Criminal Cases 135120-135218-SJ for 
Qualified Thet Please direc! any informauon leading 
to her arrest or whereabouts to 


JOAQUIN ADARLO & CAOILE Law Offices 
31 Annapolis Siret 


PCAP stagfest at Makati today 
EIGHTY-FIVE MATCHES ARE ON TAP AS THE. 
Pinoy Cockers Association of the Philippines 5- 
stag derby series resumes at the Makati Coliseum. 
With two more legs left, Efren Canlas, Mayor Nene. 
Aguilar, Biboy Enriquez, John Capinpin, Ting Ari- 
ога, R. Puno, Nato Lacson, Allan Siaco and James 
Uy, Ric Aquino and the VP Skyscraper entry lead 
the PCAP Stagfighter of the Year race. 


SIC Cockers derby kicks off 

THE FOURTH LEG OF THE SJC COCKERS CLUB 
5-stag derby series gets going today with more 
than 80 fights co-presented by Sagupaan Com- 
plexor 3000 and the San Juan Coliseum. Louie 
‘Cua, Osang dela Cruz and Jon Elasique topped the 


INA SALE! 


оп Oct. 24, 2007 - STARTS АТ 8:30A.M. SHARP 


Telephone No. 635-2501 to 07 
(poo 16.2007) 


first of the six-leg series, with Мах Roxas ruling 
the second leg and Ducar Dimayuga the third. 


Extremely Collectible. 
Totally Loaded. Only 25 Units Each. 
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ON OUR 25TH YEAR, we're giving «4 
you special Anniversary Gifts. Your 
very own 25th Anniversary Edition 
X-TRAIL and Sentra. Extremely 


unique, collectible and totally 


WORTH 85,000 


loaded. Hurry, only 25 units 
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Makati, Cebu 
batters score 


Robles allowed six hits in a no-re- 
lief job to power defending cham- 
рїоп Makati to a 4-0 beating of 
Manila in the second game of the 
tripleheader. 
Later in the day, Joseph О: 

lana starved е 

Marikina batters for 

just two hits as the 


GAMES SUNDAY (Rizal ballpark) 
ло 172 m—Marlüna vs Makati 
10:30 2m.—Tagulg vs Cebu. 
2 p.m.—Dumagate vs Manlia 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


MAKATI AND CEBU RELIED 
on pitchers borrowed from 
the national team to down 
their respective rivals yester- 
day and storm to the lead with 
two wins apiece in the Base- 
ball Philippines Series 2 at 
the Rizal Memorial a 
Ballpark. а 
National team 
hurler Jonjon 


third 


CEBU'S jon de Ubago beats the tag of Marikina’s 
Stefano Baltao in the third inning. moist 


Harbour-RP quintet overpowers US Army 


‘SEOUL—THE HARBOUR CENTRE-PHILIPPINE пеге for the 24th SEA Games in Thailand this De- 

team again leaned on its torrid outside shooting to cember, led all the way in clinching their second 

bomb a US Army squad, 102-88, ina friendly straight win in three games. 

game Saturday at the US Army Base gym in. The win followed the Nationals’ 91-76 drubbing 

Hanyang district here. of Yonsei University Friday where Boyet Bautista 
Former FEU hotshot Jeff Chan scored thefirst starred. Allan Salangsang topscored for the RP 

10 points of the game as the Nationals, training side with 16 points while Chan chipped in 14. 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 


(Oficial Depostory Bank of the Republic ofthe Philippines 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND TO BID 


Land Bank of the Philippines CLBP"), through its Non-Perlorming Assets (NPA) Disposition Bids and 
Awards Committee (NEA‘BAC’), hereby issues this invitation lo interested parties to apply for pre- 
qualification and to bid forthe purchase and assumption of LBP's rights. le, interest and obigetions on 
Resets included i^ a Portfolio of Non-Parforming Assets with total Gross Book Value GBV) of 
approximately Three Billion Two Hundred Million Philippine Pesos (PhP3.200,000,000.00) (the 
“Transacion’) 


The Portfolio of Non-Performing Assets will be sold through a sealed-bid public auction process. All 
inleresled parties may obtain the detailed Auction Announcement and Registration Package within the 
period October 18 to 19, 2007 Кот 8.00 a.m. lo 4:00 p.m. from and at the folowing address: 


THE SECRETARIAT 
NPA DISPOSITION BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 

Sesied-Bid Public Auction of LBP's Portfolio of Non-Performing Assets 

Financial Assets Department 

Land Bank ofthe Philippines: 

30th Floor LANDBANK Plaza 

MH. del Pilar comer Or. J. Quintos Streets 
Malate, Mania, Philippines 


Interested parties аге required (а) to submit the required Registration Documents specified in the 
aforementioned Auction Announcement and Regisiration Package and (b) o pay the non-refundable Due 
Diligence Fee amounting to US Dollars Five Thousand Only (080500000) to be considered qualified to 
participate in the Transaction. A Qualified Bidder may subsequently be disqualified to participate in tho 
Transaction should there be any material andlor intentional misstatement of information in the Registration 
Documents provided to LBP. 


The Pre-Qualiicalon Bidder Conference will be conducted at 10:00 a.m. on October 18, 2007. The said 
Pre-Qualiication Bidder Conference wil be held at the 10th floor, LANDBANK Plaza. The Bidder 
Registration Cut-Off Date is at 1200 noon on October 19, 2007. LBP. in йз sole and absolute discretion 
eserves the righ to accept or decine registration documents received from any interested party afier said 
dole. Kindly note that registration documents submitted afiar the Bidder Registration Cut-Off Date wil delay 
{he distnbution of the Investor Due Diligence Information Package lo the particular potential bidder. Th 
Investor Due Diligence period wil start оп October 22, 2007 and end on November 30. 2007. The bid 
the Portoio of Non-Performing Assets will ba opaned starting at 12:00 noon оп December 5, 2007. 


LBP ASSUMES NO OBLIGATION WHATSOEVER TO COMPENSATE OR INDEMNIFY ANY 
INTERESTED PARTY, PRE-QUALIFIED BIDDER OR WINNING BIDDER, AS THE CASE MAY BE. FOR 
ANY EXPENSE OR LOSS THAT SUCH PARTY(IES) MAY INCUR IN ITS PARTICIPATION IN THE PRE- 
QUALIFICATION AND BIDDING PROCESS. 


LBP RESERVES THE RIGHT (i) TO WITHDRAW, CANCEL OR MODIFY THE TERMS OF THE 
TRANSACTION АТ ANY TIME; (И) TO REJECT ANY OR ALL INTERESTED PARTY(IES) FROM 
PARTICIPATING IN THE PRE-QUALIFICATION PROCESS; (ii) TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS; (iv) 
TO WAIVE ANY FORMALITY WITH RESPECT TO PARTICIPATION IN THE TRANSACTION: andlor (v) 
TO ACCEPT SUCH BID AS MAY BE CONSIDERED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE BANK. ANY 
DECISION MADE BY THE BANK IS FINAL AND BINDING. 


For any questions andlor additional information, please inquire as follows: 


FINANCIAL ADVISOR TO LBP 
{or the Seaied-Bid Public Auction of LBP's Portfolio of Non-Porforming Assets 
‘lo Financial Assets Department 
30th Floor, LANDBANK Plaza 
Land Bank of the Philippines 
MH. del Pilar comer Dr. J. Quintos Stroots 
(alate, Manila, Philippines 
Telephone по: +632 405 7462 
‘Transaction Елтай. SPV2-£Y-TASI@mail.landbank.com 


‘THE NPA DISPOSITION BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
(POLOctober 45,2007) 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ..... 


2 took over after 
three and one- 
innings 
from Korean Jun 
Ha-sun, who had 
allowed one hit 

and one run. 
The Dolphins are 
trying to bounce back from a 
miserable stint in the pilot tour- 


| оваа eda Partners: 


AS 
Talk about it..... HAIR 


Dr. Andrew G. Pineda, a Beverly Hills Trained Hair 
Specialist who for the past 16 years has perfected 
the artistic skill and aesthetic technique is here to 

answer all your hair concerns. 
Go to the best to achieve the BEST. 
‘Call 813-0691 for your appointment with the doctor himself 


6 mos. AFTER 2,600 grafts 
(about 6,000 hairs) 


mament where they won 
all their eliminations 
games only to 
‘lose twice in 
the crossover semifinals. They 
routed Dumaguete, 16-0, in 
their opener. 
It was Makati’s second 
straight win after drub- 
bing Taguig on opening 
+ day, 10-0. Manila ab- 
© sorbed а second 
straight loss. 
Earlier, D 
maguete (1- 
1) barged 


BEFORE hair transplant 


into 
the win 
column 
with a 6-5 


win over Tag- q 

vig (0-2) 6» 
‘The linescores: «у 
Mania 000-000 000-061 


Dumaguete 030-020-100 
Makati 000-030-10X—4 100 


A. PINEDA 
Medica! Towers Makati 


MEDICAL CLINICS 


DAVAO 

Galaxy Arcade, 2% Floor 

Room 612, Rufino Street "etre Street, Davao City 
(02) 813 0691 (082) 221 2682 


www pinedahair.com 


—670 
Taguig 200-002-100—585 


Cebu 020-110-0049 1 
Marikina 000-100-000—1 3 1 


б 
RDYOUNG MARKET ,---7% 
MASTERS AWARDS Утта 


Who will be the Filipino youth’s role model and inspiration in the field of marketing? 
Inspire the youth with the young masters of the game. Nominate your best candidate now! 


* Open to Filipino citizens, 35 years young and below (before the end of the year of nomination) 
* With at least 2 full years of company service ot the time of nomination 
* With cutting edge leadership and marketing savvy 


Submission of entries is from September 29, 2007 up to October 30, 2007 only. 
Visit our website а! www.youngmarketmasters.com. Download an application form ог 
nominate online. You сап also take а look at the movers and shakers in marketing at last year's awards. 


Officially Endoned 8: Oficial 
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Mansmith and Fielders, inc. 
Helping your marketing and sales teams sour! 
#14 Ilang-ilang St, GF Waters Center, New 


Manila, Quezon City 1112 www.mansmith.net 
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Platinum Sponsor: 


ABENSON 
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SENTRA GX 


Back Sensor 
Keyless Alarm 
Alloy Whi 


SENTRA GS 
Front Chin Spoiler 
LED Signal Lamp 
Rear Spoiler 

Rear & Side Skirt 
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1-YEAR INSURANCE 
CHATTEL MORTGAGE 
3-YEAR LTO REGISTRATION 


(TOUS FOR ote aues todo илдо. OCTOBER 19 TO NOVEMBER за 2007 « SPECIAL кийин PLANS напив » SUBJECT TO DANK APPROVAL «Per DT elon N4 Permit No. 2 Seres 200. 
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Lightweight king wants 
Filipino ring icon next 


CEBU CITY—HERE'S MANNY PACQUIAO'S REPLY TO 
lightweight king Juan Diaz's challenge: 

“If the price is right,” said Pacquiao | announced 
the Filipino ring icon. plans to ascend to the 135- 

‘The retort came after Diaz pound ranks after a clinical 
unified three lightweight titles 12-round dismantling of 
in his bout against Julio Diaz Mexican Marco Antonio 
‘yesterday in Chicago when the Barrera in a super feather- 


American 
Juan Diaz 
said — of 
Pacquiao. 


against Julio Di- 
az ended just as 


latter failed toanswerthebell weight bout early this the bell to start 
in the ninth round. month, the round rang. 
Juan Diaz added the IBF Pacquiao, however, had Julio Diaz's 


brother, Joel, a cor- 
nerman, told the refer- 
ee to stop it, bringing à 
fight that Juan Diaz (33-0) 
had dominated to a sud- 
den conclusion. 

“I thought he was go- 
ing to box me more, but 
he came to fight," Juan 
Diaz said after defending the 
WBA tite for the seventh 
time. Salven Lagumbay, 
Contributor, АР AFP 


earlier said he wanted to 
face David Diaz before step- 
ping back into the super 
featherweight ranks to chal- 
Jenge 130-pound king Juan 
Manual Marquez. 

But Juan Diaz feels he 
should be the one to induct 
the Filipino into the 
lightweight ranks. 

"I think its time for him to 
step up and fight a young 
Mexican фе Мехісап- 


lightweight title to his WBA 
and WBO crowns, leaving 
just the WBC version of his 
division as the only missing 
Jewel to his collection. 


Another Diaz, David, 


holds the WBC lightweight 
‘diadem, but Juan Diaz made 
it clear as to who his camp 
Wants next. 

"We want (Manny) Pac- 
quiao," promoter Don King 
said 


JUAN Diaz shows off the three reasons— 
apart from money—why Manny Pacquiao 
should face him: The WBA, WBO and IBF 
lightweight belts. ” 


100% implanted human hair. 


Els battles Cabrera 


in match 


VIRGINIA WATER, ENGLAND— 
US Open champion Angel Cabr- 
era will play Ernie Els in Sun- 
day's final at the World Match 
Play Championship. 

Six-time winner Els had to 
wait Saturday until the 25th 
hole before he took the lead 
against Henrik Stenson of Swe- 
den, but the South African then 
rolled to victory by 3 and 2 at 
Wentworth. Cabrera was never 
behind Hunter Mahan but faced 
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play final 


a fightback by the American be- 
fore winning, 2 and 1. 

Stenson, who won the Accen- 
ture Match Play Championship 
in Arizona in February, won the 
second hole of the morning 
when Els three-putted from 25 
feet. 

Then they halved the next 10 
as neither player could get go- 
ing on the greens. Els got back 
to level three times on the back 
nine. AP 


Pettersen ties Ochoa 
for Samsung lead 


PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA— 
Suzann Pettersen birdied the fi- 
nal four holes Saturday to 
charge into a tie with No. 1 
Lorena Ochoa in the Samsung 
World Championship. 

Norway's Pettersen, coming 
off a playoff victory over the 
Mexican star last weekend, shot 
ап 8-under 64 to match Ochoa 
at 12-under 204 after three 


rounds at Big Horn Golf Club. 

"This year, winning six tour- 
naments, she is the world's No. 
1 right now and you always 
Chase No. 1," said Pettersen, a 
three-time winner this year who 
is a distant second in the player 
ofthe year race. 

Ochoa, defending champion 
in the event for the LPGA Tour's 
elite players,hada69. АР 


Nixon lifts Indians past old squad 


That’s the Veralex™ way. 


* 100% Implanted human hair 


+ grafted with non-surgical infusion © All About 
+ Unlimited coverage “По donor area required 
‘| + can be completed in two office visits mage 


Suite 714 Herrera Tower, 
‘98 Herrera сог Valero S. 
Salcedo Vilage Makati City 


www.yourimageassociates.com 


Call us now for FREE 
Consultation & Brochures! 


3645-0879 


BOSTON—CLEVELAND'S TROT 
Nixon sparked an 11th inning rally 
against his old team as the Indians 
beat the Boston Red Sox, 13-6, on 
Sunday to level the American 
League championship series at 1-1. 

The former Red Sox stalwart 
snapped an llthinning tie with a 
pinch-hit single, prompting the Indi- 


ans to break loose for six more runs in 
record-setting performance. 

‘The anticipated pitching duel be- 
tween Boston's postseason star Curt 
Schilling and 19-game winner Fausto 
Carmona failed to eventuate and the 
match lasted 5 hours and 14 minutes. 

The best-of seven series now moves 
to Cleveland for three games. In Game 


3, Red Sox rookie pitcher Daisuke, 
‘Matsuzaka will face Jake Westbrook. 

‘The seven runs for Cleveland were 
the most by a team in one extra inning 
іп postseason history. 

Manny Ramirez's homer, his 23rd іп 
а postseason, broke a record he had 
shared with former New York Yankees 
star Bernie Williams, AP 


**, paved the way to my success" 


“helped me find a company А 
һ better career growth" 
„extensive choices from reliable 
companies I want to work for" 


EMMA CONCEPCION 
CORPORATE PLANNING SECRETARY 
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‘Choosing JOB MARKET is our best career move.’ 


Looking for a job can really be hard work. Good thing our search became easier with the Inquirer Job Market, the country's most complete career 
classifieds. That's because Job Market has extensive choices suited for the skills of every jobseeker as well as positions and offers from respectable 
companies such as PJ Lhuillier. Plus, more than job listings, only Job Market has reader-friendly information, tips and advice for us jobseekers and 
HRD professionals alike — thus connecting us faster and better. 


Job Market really ensures that its readers get not just jobs but rewarding careers. We're so glad we chose Job Market as the first step to the 
professional success we're enjoying now! ee Neh been Deni. 
iieri eerie 


www.jobmarketonline.com Distributed every Sunday with the ЦКИ Е and Monday to Friday with FIND A CAREER IN HERE. 
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Website: wory.inguirernetibusiness 


Enjoy the Best First Class Service 
in the World 


Editor Ваш O. Marcelo e Assistant Editor Corrie S. Narisma 
Textus your feedback: inquirer biz name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) | E-mall:businessQinquirercom.ph isi Cnt, a 5-005. 


BOY H moves to save coconut industry 


Invasive pest threatens 
to wipe out P40-B sector 


By Amy R. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE HAS 
launched a comprehensive four-point program to 
7 eradicate ап invasive pest threatening to wipe out 
ІР 44.05 = $ 1 the P40-billion coconut industry. 


According to the DA, the co- ing areas to determine the total 
stats conut leaf beetle (scientific extent of the Brontispa infesta- 


STOCK MARKET ате: Brontispa longgisima ge. боп; is ig OFW remittances as a profitable and competitive 


‘OCTOBER 


AsofS pm, Oct. Н, Е 


stro) has so far infected more е rolling out inoculation pro- B lengi 

than 171,000 coconut trees in cedures to address problems іп Contributor in the country's economy. 

25 provinces across the country. infested sites, as well as insulate Ж 
‘Agriculture Undersecretary uninfected areas from the pest; BPO t t l 

Bernie Fondevila said the pro. — e an information and educa- sector seen to riva 


gram against the beetle consist- tion campaign to educate co- 


um ri mpg commana "xs OFW remittances by 2010 


Profit-taking seen Е N THIS ISSUE 1 ByDaximL.Lucas According to the industry's umbrella or- 
SHARE PRICES MAY SURRENDER SOME ganization, the BPO sector has the poten- 
gains this week as it goes into correction. Е АТО, “LRA top list = First беп hits DESPITE ALL THAT HAS BEEN SAID AND tial to rake in as much as $13 billion in rev- 
mode, analysts said. written about the looming “plateau” in фе enues annually by 2010. 


TAS Capa Secure analyst Prince Yeung ОЁ contributors gov't tax оп call center boom, the prospects of the coun- “That's almost equal to what our over- 
trys business process outsourcing (BPO) seas Filipino workers send home every 


moman to gov't coffers /B12 natural gas/B14 remainsredhot BPO SECTOR/BI2 
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The Pines at South Peak provides an ideal setting for the ultimate 
holistic lifestyle where class, luxury, exclusivity, and wellness blend 
Into one beautiful location. This flourishing community offers the 


tranquil ambiance of mountain top homes set upon rolling hills with 

an enchanting view of Laguna de Bay. 

The Pines' most notable feature Is its natural wellness benefits offered 

by the lush greens of Its Pine trees unobtrusively planted in the area. p» T LEE eX 
According to research, Pine trees remove adrenal fatigue, refreshes ones 

spirit, elevates the mood and boosts ones activity levels. 


SAN PEDRO, LAGUNA 


FILINVEST (2877-22-745 
" сајаг 52, www.filinvestinternational.com 


Truly, The Pines is your ultimate wellness lifestyle location. 


Don't compromise. 
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My bank has more than US$50 billion in group assets. 
My bank is one of the top 20 banks in Asia, 
My bank has local touch and global reach. 


My bank is Maybank. 
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BitDefender Internet Security 2008 
Antivirus and Anti-Spam ө Personal 
Firewall е Anti-Spyware and Anti-Phishing 
* NEW! Gamer Mode minimizes impact on 
gaming performance e NEW! Parental 
Control blocks access to Inappropriato 
= = email 
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Gigabyte USO Mobile PC 


Genuine Microsoft& Windows XP Home& Vista Support 
VIA® Esther Mobile Technology 
VIA Esther ULV C7-M / Wi-fi / Bluetooth 
30 GB Hard Drive / USB Port / Card Reader 
DDR2-533 768MB on board 
Touch screen with QWERTY keyboard 
6.5" TFT-LCD WVGA, 800x480, with LED backlight 
Integrated 300K Pixel Web Camera 
Dimension: 190*120.828.3 mm 
Weight: 740g 
Php39,999 


Que ‘exclusively al: 
AS j 
blc 


URE 
(02/1 07823 


buy computers online 


WWW Biyaube. com ©) 


>] 


Compaq recommends 
Windows Vista® Home 
Premium. 


Notebook PCs that let you live 
in the moment 


Specifications: 

CPU: Pentium Dual Core T2310 (1.46GHz) 

Memory: 512MB DDRII 

Hard Disk Drive: 80GB 

Optical Drive: Super Multi 8X DVD +/- R/RW DL 

Display: 15.4" WXGA Brightview Widescreen 
Display 

OS: Windows Vista Home Basic 


P3495.83/mo. 


@ 0% interest for 12 mos. 
Compaq Presario C705TU 


Octagon Computer Superstore : 4/F, Bidg., ASM Megamall, Mandaluyong City 
Tel. No.: 633-9318 
EXCLUSIVELY AVAILABLE AT ALL OCTAGON COMPUTER STORES NATIONWIDE 
NATIONWIDE HOTLINE: (02) 526-7152 


“3 OCTAGON: 


Nationwide Reach . Nationwide Service 

SM МЕбАМАП. 8359060 / 6339318 SM NORTH EDSA-9269141/ 9285726 SM MANILA-5243973 / 5243974 
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SM LUCENA-{042)3735309 SM CITY СЕВИ-03223173%4 12317355 SH BACOLOD-(034 4680205660204 

SM CITY ILOILO-033]3201945 13209285 DUMAGUETE 403644221989 CAGAYAN DE ORO-08822j 236341729638. 
DAVAO CITY-0822264335 / 2264338 ?АМВОАҺСА-(62)9521551 19926430 
Participating Banks: 


соох око us @B Metrobank 
Subject to bank approval. Valid only if monthly bills are paid in full. 
Promo period from October 15 to November 30, 2007 


SRP: PHP 41,950 
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Premium Accounting Каа н 


You are invited! 


ee Basic Peachtree Course 
Product Trainin 


October 26, 2007 
(Friday) 

~ half-day session 

- limited slots available 
- free snacks 


for reservations, please contact: 


Angeline Devanadera 

or Leah Tenorio ЭР Jafor Place, 19 Eisenhower St., 

Greenhills, San Juan 

Phone: (02) 705-1422 loc 120 

Email: angellned@sagesoftine.com 
leant@sagesoftine.com 


Account Executives 
Sagesoft Solutions, Inc. 


‚ Quality Projectors: 


need not be expensive 
FREE 


50 x 50 WALL MOUNT 
PROJECTION SCREEN 
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For Every 
Purchase of 
ViewSonic 
PJ503D and 
PJ506D Models 5 


CALL US FOR 
FREE DEMO, 


PJ503D. 


P29, 980 
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Profit- taking: seen 


‘From page BI 


said in a weekly report that investors would 
also closely track third-quarter corporate 
earnings that will start to trickle іп this week. 

“Companies with better-than-expected re- 

sults can expect a boost while companies that 
fall short may experience selling. Volume was 
down toward the end of the week but is ex- 
pected to increase when trading resumes af- 
ter the three-day weekend," he said. 
7. The stock market was closed for trading 
last Friday due to a national public holiday. 
? АВ Capital Securities also said the stock 
Harket index might still succumb to profit- 
taking this week specially due to a lack of 
ftesh leads, and instead take its cue from 
‘trends in the US market. 

“Good news from abroad may affect the 
market positively. The strong economic 
conditions of the Philippines will make the 
market susceptible to upward rallies made 
by the Dow,” Yeung said. 

Last week, the stock index closely mir- 
rored Wall Street’s advance after the latest 
employment report showed 110,000 addi- 
tional jobs in the United States in Septem- 


Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


RIDDEN 
WITH 
BEDSORES? 
FLYPAD 
Бове 


ALSO AVAILABLE: MEDICAL BED SORE PATCHES 


2 FAR EAST MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 


Affordable ID & Membership 
CARD PRINTING 


Magicard 


ses 


EU 500 


z} 


& get a FREE 


i3 


-— " 


"Pc 


Investment Funds 
Philamlife Equity Fund 
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Easy tO beonyour OWN 


at Luxure Ville 


* Pay as low as P7,659/monthly!” « 0% Interest™ + 
Construction in full swing! 
Ready for occupancy by December 2008. 


девам trough PAG-IBIG ени the st 18 montas oniy ***Totl Contract Price la 18 ments 


Come visit Luxurevile along Matthew Street, 
, Mulnatonai Vilage, Moonwalk, Porque City 
www.luxureville.com 
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SMC finalizes $1.2-B loan 


A "ek 
[i] 
1 By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 
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€ (As о! October 11, 2007). B Rt 
Sa sos OP нн LOW CLOSE VOLUME 
must have $300 million in capi- 
tal to prequalify. 

ТРО is a leading global private 
investment firm managing more 
than $30 billion in capital. It man- 
ages a family of funds including 
private equity venture capital and 
public equity and debt investing, 

It invests in companies across 
a broad range of industries and 
generally seeks to invest in es- 
tablished businesses requiring 
equity capital between $100 
million and $750 million. 

Publicly listed Tenaga is the 
biggest electric utility company 
in Malaysia. Tenaga's core busi- 
ness is the generation, transmis- 
sion and distribution of electric- 
ity. Tenaga controls Malaysia's 
largest generation capacity of 
about 11,000 megawatts, 

Other companies that have dis- 
closed their prequalification to 
the auction of the Transco conces- 
sion in December are А. Brown 
Co, through Monte Oro Grid Re- 
sources Corp, and Metro Pacific 
Investments Corp, through sub- 
sidiary ‘Iwo Rivers Pacific Hold- 
ings Corp, Two Rivers has joined 
forces with Italy's Tema-Rete Шег- Sto Mouni Gorp 
trica Nazionale, mta oings na, 

IMS Ura foo op 
reportedly looking 
‘at the governments 
 600-megnwatt Cala- 
сп conl-fired plant in 
daonwa роту Batangas thut will 
КҮ be auctioned this 
month and the re- 
maining Interost 
held by the govern- 
ment In goothermul 
power ^ producor 
РМОС-Ппегду De- 
velopment Corp. 

Sm Miguel had 
sld 1 would pour 
Pas billon (about 
$750 millon) or 
roughly 10 percent of 
fis total amem into 
new businesses in 
power, mining, Infras- 

eture and utilities. 
‘To help fund the 
ambitious expan- 
sion Into new busi- 

Ec f| nesses, sharehold- 
„їй osa] ers earlier approved 

ап increase in the 
company’s autho- 
rized capital stock 

eman upitheieu mortum cum 


ita! www.ggaclubeharos.com. to P375 billion 
an a a | from P22 5 billion 
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Banco da Oro-EPCt inc. 
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China Banking Corp 

transi Pn Coma arg Com. 
унде Savings Bank 

Export and Industry Bank ne 
Maropolian Bark end Trust Co. 
Prilipin Natora Bank 
Pauline Savings Bank 

iz Gomme Banking Corp. 
Securty Bank Corp, 

Union daria the Popes 


гүл 
БАМ MIGUEL CORR HAS FINAL- 
ized а $12ЫШоп (roughly 
P52.9 billion) loan that will refi- 
nance debts and fund the compa- 
ny's ambitious foray into the cap- 
ital-intensive power sector. 

Ioui sources said two of the 
banks that earlier proposed to 
help arrange the loan included 
DBS Bank (formerly Development 
Bank of Singapore) and Mizuno 
Bank. The final list of banks ar- 
ranging the loan could not be con- 
firmed with the company. 

San Miguel has teamed up 
with subsidiaries of US private 
equity firm Texas Pacific Group 
(TPG) and Malaysian utility firm 
‘Tenaga Nasional Berhad for a 
bid to operate the 25-year con- 
cession of electricity grid opera- 
tor National Transmission Corp. 

The bid will be coursed 
through San Miguel Energy 
Corp,, a 100-percent owned sub- 
sidiary of SMC, which has pre- 
i| J qualified with its foreign partners 
1 for the bidding of one of the gov- 

Zwei Local investors who want to 
participate In the ‘Transeo bid 
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investors | know in government 
something that Fil- spending both in reg- 
ipino businesspeople ular expenses and es- 
доп? Do foreigners pecially in infrastruc- 
have better faith in ture The goverment 
Oureconomyslonger has obviously been 
term potentials, and trying to pump-prime 
аге manifesting that the economy The 
confidence in dollar problem is that the 
vores for our future? pump, so far refuses 
Are Filipino investors to be primed. Private 
too short-sighted and domestic investment 
inordinately deterred has yet to follow the 
by shortterm dis- goverment’ lead. 
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terest rates on deposits. 


data showed the total trust as- 


billion as of end 2006. 


struments, as opposed to tradi- 


earnings are guaranteed. 


businesses generated from the industry. 
appointment of геше 


porate trusts, as well as mort- 
gage and collateral trusts. 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 
АРС MINING CORP, А FULLY OWNED 
*subsidiary of listed holding firm АРС 
Group Inc., said it would need at least 
$21 million to jumpstart initial explo- 
“eration and production activities in its 
Sithree mining sites. 


е^ Belle Corp. chair Willy Ocier, who al- 
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total industry resource: 
‘Trust Officers Association of 
"ASSETS MANAGED BY TRUST the Philippines (TOAP) presi 
tutions in the country hit dent Ma, Lourdes T. de Vera, se- 
"рд trillion in the first semester nior vice president of Banco de 
fas investors shifted to alterna- Ого ЕРСІ Bank, said the IMAs 
tive instruments due to low in- grew by P146 billion or 83 per- 
cent in the first half of the year 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas from year ago. 
The sharp growth, she said, 
sets held by banks and invest- boosted the increase in the 
ment houses rose by 23 percent share of trust accountabilities 
«to P1.07 trillion in the first six from 20 percent to 30 percent 
months of the year from Р872 of the industry's total resources. 
This is an indic 

‘Trust assets are considered vesting publics strong prefer- 
off-balance sheet items in ence for banks’ and investment 
banks and quasi-banks’ books. houses’ trust departments to 
‘This is because clients assume serve as their portfolio man- 

all risks that go with these in- agers, De Vera said. 
She said the BSP's policy al- 
tional deposits whose interest lowing trust entities to access 
the high-yielding special de- 
‘Traditional trusts and other posit accounts or SDA facility 
fiduciary accounts amounted to (see related story on B7) to 
Р546 billion, representing 51 тор up excess liquidity in the 
percent of the industry's re- financial system was the stim- 
sources. These accounts include ulus to the growth of the trust 


n of the in- 


Unit investment trust funds 
ment/pension/trust funds and ог UITFs were steady at P172 
+ pre-need trusts as trustees of billion in terms of total re- 

living and other personal/cor- sources as of June 30. 

UITF returns have also been 
satisfactory, De Vera said. Based 
Investment management ac- оп one-year returns, she said 
2 counts or IMAs represented the the top five best performing 
2 second largest segment of the funds were UITFs. Of the 10 
trust industry, accounting for best performing funds, the ma- 

P322 billion, or 30 percent of jority were also UITFs. L 


APC Mining in talks with 3 prospective foreign investors 
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BUSINESS 
Trust assets held by investment 
houses, banks up 23% to P1T 


More people shifting to alternative investment instruments 


Megaworid. 


PHILIPPINE Chamber of Commerce and Industry vice president Alfredo Yao, chair 
emeritus Miguel Valera, president Sammie Lim and Megaworld Corp. chair and 
president Andrew Tan (4th from left) lower the time capsule to signal the start of the 
construction of the 15-story McKinley Civic Center in the fully integrated township of 
McKinley Hill in Fort Bonifacio. The center will house PCCI's new headquarters which 
will be completed by 2009. The 2,000-square-meter office space was donated by 
Megaworld to PCCI last June. Looking on are other officials of the business group and 


52 million would be spent for each of 2,400-hectare propery іп Narra, mining assets. 


the priority mining sites in Mindanao 
and Palawan. Another $5 million to $7 
million will be needed to start the min- 
eral production in each of these three 
mines. 

‘The company’s priority sites are: A 
2,673-hectare mine in Alubijid, Misamis 
Oriental which has a potential yield of 
900,000 metric tons of chromite; a 


Palawan for which has a potential ге- 
serves of 500,000 MT of nickel, and the 
2,678-hectare site in Brooke's Point, 
Palawan, about 20,000 MT of nickel. 
Ocier said APC Mining had been in 
talks with Chinese, Indian and Aus- 
tralian companies who were interested 
to enter into joint venture agreements 
with APC for the development of its 


Last May, APC Mining filed applica- 
tions for 10 exploration permits for 
several sites in Zambales, Misamis Ori- 
ental, Palawan and Mindoro Occiden- 
tal. These permits would cover 28,845 
hectares of mine fields containing 
chromite and nickel. 

АРС Mining said it would conduct ex- 
ploration activities in these areas. The 
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Full audit 
of Philcomsat 
firms sought 


THELOCSIN-POBLADOR GROUP IS SEEK- 
ing an independent audit of all the compa- 
nies under the Phileomsat group to ensure 
full transparency. 

“The government owns an undisputed 35 
percent of the group (of companies) and an- 
other 5 percent that is under litigation. The 
public must know how much of their funds and 
assets are left especially with the Пшвогію-АҒіса 
group filing more than 50 cases just to keep it- 
self in control of POTC (the mother company) 
and Philcomsat,"it said in a statement, 

‘These cases, the Locsin-Poblador Group 
claimed, had kept the government out of the 
two companies. It also alleged in the state- 
ment that the Ilusorio-Africa group had re- 
fused to have these companies audited since 
2000, when both had P4 billion in assets and 
P1.4 billion in cash and near-cash assets, 

In a Senate inquiry last year, the llusorio- 
Africa group admitted that the two compa- 
nies had no more money. 

Philcomsat Holdings Corp. (PHC), a list- 
ed company headed by Enrique Locsin and 
Concepcion Poblador, has been under year- 
ly audits until last year when the Tlusorio- 
Africa group sued PHC's external auditor. 

“We want independent and unimpeach- 
able parties to be part of the audit. This is the 
best way to find out which party is telling the 
truth and has been true to its mandate to 
conserve corporate assets," it added. 

The two groups have been at a virtual legal 
deadlock after government representatives, 
elected in 1998, were physically prevented 
by the Ilusorio group from taking their board 
positions in POTC and Philcomsat. 

The Tlusorio group then conducted its 
own election in 2000 and installed its mem- 
bers instead. 

Since then, the books of the two compa- 
nies were kept from the public and even the 
government, The Ilusorio group also filed 
more than 50 cases in court questioning the 
election of government representatives. 


company said it would later apply for 
Mineral Production Sharing Agreements 
(MPSA) with the Department of Envi- 
ronment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
once the presence of mineral deposits in 
these areas is proven and if such de- 
posits are of commercial quantities. 

The APC Group earlier said it was 
eyeing investments in oil, energy and 
mining. 
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Galoc profit to fund ... 


“Ав the first oil field development in the 
Philippines in 15 years, Galoc is an impor- 
tant demonstration of the success of the 
DOE's efforts in this area," he said. 

The ongoing activity on the Galoc oil 
field will involve the drilling of a pilot hole 
that will enable the service contract consor- 
tium to determine the geological properties 
ofthe reservoir located in the southern part 
ofthe contract area. 

This would aid GPC in the planning and 


Gov't moves to save ... 


tain and eradicate the pest, and 

* a livelihood component to assist farm- 
ers gravely affected by the infestation. 

“We will create a working group under 
the Philippine Coconut Authority to moni- 
tor the program,” Fondevilla said. 

Fondevilla said the DA has also teamed up 
with the Philippine National Police and the 
Union of Local Authorities of the Philippines 
to intensify their ongoing efforts to combat 
the pest threatening the coconut industry. 

Fondevilla, who also sits as executive di- 
rector of the National Agricultural and Fish- 
eries Council, said these new efforts were in 
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design of succeeding production wells. 

Drilling of the pilot hole and two hori- 
zontal wells would take 82 days to com- 
plete, with the subsequent production test 
to take another 180 days. 

“Тһе appraisal program is designed to col- 
lect sufficient information to optimize the 
trajectories of the production wells and also 
to supportany future decision for further de- 
velopment of the field,” GPC had earlier said 
ina report to the DOE. Abigail L. Ho 
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compliance with EO 664, which mandated 
the DA and PCA to undertake emergency 
measures to prevent the pest from spreading 
in the 68 coconut producing provinces. 

He explained that the PCA was already 
implementing a series of measures to con- 
tain the spread of the coconut beetle. 

“But a more comprehensive program has 
now become necessary to totally eradicate 
the pest threatening to obliterate the do- 
mestic coconut industry,” he stressed. 

Meanwhile, PCA Administrator Oscar 
Garin said the agency has developed an in- 
expensive treatment for Brontispa-infested 
plants, which costs 
only P5 to P7 a tree. 

He said that so 
far, the PCA has al- 
ready treated more 
юш ға ап 70,000 co- 
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By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG 
Pilipinas’ aggressive use of high- 
yielding special deposit accounts 
(SDAs) since May has nearly 
tripled the cost of mopping up 
excess money in the system in 
the second quarter of the year. 

BSP statistics showed that in- 
terest expenses on these SDAs 
surged to P2.66 billion in the 
second quarter from only P957 
million in the first quarter. 

Тһе second quarter cost even 
exceeded the P2.21 billion in in- 
terests paid by the BSP on these 
instruments for the whole of 
2006. This can be attributed to 
the surge in the volume of place- 
ments in SDAs following the re- 
lexation of the rules governing 
placements in these instruments. 

Чез because of the volume, not 
the rate paid,” said BSP Deputy 
Governor Diwa Guinigundo. 

Tn "Ме. first quarter, funds 


peso ag: 
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tent monetary tool. 

Even banks’ trust 
departments and 
nonbank state cor- 
porations can now 
place funds with the 
SDAs and earn at- 
tractive interest 
rates. The BSP has 
also made these in- 
struments eligible 
as compliance to the 
required 50-percent 
liquidity floor, or the 
portion of bank de- 


Pateco taps Middle East market 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


A HOME-GROWN SUPPLIER OF BUILDING 
materials based in the typhoon-prone 
province of Aurora, Pacific Timber Export 
Corp., is training its sights on the booming 
Middle East market to ramp up its business. 

Pateco, along with six other small and 
medium enterprises that are making names 
in the home building export market, is taking 
part in The Big 5 Show in the Dubai Interna- 
tional Exhibition Center on Nov. 25-29. 

‘According to the Center for International 
‘Trade Expositions and Missions, The Big 5 
Show is considered as the biggest building 
materials event with a strong and reliable 
sales track record. 

‘The annual show, which has been run- 


ning for 25 years, attracts contractors, а 
chitects, developers, specifiers and distri 
utors—72 percent of which came from the 
United Arab Emirates, 14 percent from the 
Persian Gulf states and other Arab coun- 
tries, and the rest from India, Iran and Eu- 
rope, Citem said. 

Тһе Big 5 Show exhibits products in air- 
conditioning and refrigeration; water and 
environment; glass and metals; marble and 
machinery; bathroom and ceramics; clean- 
ing and maintenance; and building and 
construction materials. 

Established in 1960, Pateco is considered a 
leader in the integrated wood processing in- 
dustry in the Philippines. It is also engaged in. 
industrial tree plantation, sawmill and ply- 
‘wood making, and lumber dealership. 


Tetangco among top 7 
central bank chiefs 


BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIP- 
inas Governor Amando Tetang- 
со Jr. is among the world's sev- 
en top-rated central bank 
chiefs, according to this year's 
survey of New York-based mag- 
azine Global Finance. 

In the Central Bank Report 
Cards 2007 covering 31 coun- 
tries, one of the highlights of 
the magazine's October issue, 
Tetangco was given an “А? 
grade. This was at par with the 
grades given to his peers from 
Sweden, India, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Taiwan and Israel 

Tetangco's rating was higher 
than the grade obtained by the 
central bank chiefs of wealthy 
economies like the European 
Union, Canada, United States 
and Japan, who got С+ ratings. 

The central bank chief of Chi- 
na, which has the world's 
largest gross international re- 
serves (СТА) but often criticized 
by western leaders for keeping 
the yuan undervalued, also got 
аС+ rating. 

‘The magazine noted that the 
Philippine economy had been 
growing at its fastest rate in two 
decades while inflation had 
dropped well below the central 
banks 4- to S-percent target 
range. 

It also cited the rise in the 
country's gross international re- 
serves to all-time high: 

The GIR is a key indicator ofa 
country's ability to cover its for- 
eign exchange requirements. It 
is composed of gross foreign 
currency holdings, gold re- 
serves, foreign investments and 
special drawing rights from the 
International Monetary Fund. 

“А strong currency has re- 
duced the peso equivalent of 
the country’s foreign debt set- 


No free lunch 


problem, as 1 have constantly 
maintained, lies more in policy 
and less in infrastructure, With 
rapidly rising numbers of afflu- 
ent Chinese and Indian tourists 
coming out of those countries 
zooming economies, (Неге 
should be great opportunities for 
а massive increase іп ош 
tourism-related jobs. But it seems 
we are willingly foregoing the 
‘opportunities in the way we con- 
tinue to make it more costly and 
difficult for those tourists to fly 
{nto the Philippines. And this we 
are doing by unnecessarily limit- 
ing the airline seats available, all 
because our seemingly captured 


years. 


TETANGCO 


vicing requirements and is also 
helping moderate inflation,” 
Global Finance said. 

The peso has appreciated by 
more than 10 percent since the 
start of this year to become the 
second best performer among 
emerging Asian currencies next 
to the Indian rupee, 

The magazine also cited the 
BSP's cut in overnight borrow- 
ings by 150 basis points in July, 
the first monetary easing in four 


Earlier this month, the BSP 
further slashed its benchmark 
interest rates by 25 basis points 
following the US Federal Re- 
serve's surprise 50-basis point 
cut in September. “Remittances 
from overseas workers are ris- 
ing while steady rains over key 
growing areas have eased fears 
ofa prolonged drought,” Global 
Finance said. 

“Tetangco cannot take credit 
for the weather but he deserves 
atop grade for helping to create 
an environment conducive to 
sustained growth,” it 


said. 
Doris С. Dumlao 


From pageBS 


policymakers choose to put the 
profits of the already lucrative 
dominant 
above the wider national inter- 
est. (Wonder why Cambodia has 
been getting far more tourists 
than we do?) 

We can unleash far more job- 
creating investments by both Fil- 
ipinos and foreigners than what 
ме manage to get now. But first, 
Our leaders must take to heart 
what investors appear to be say- 
ing loud and clear: Infrastructure 
investments are good, but what 
we need, more than anything else, 
is good governance. Comments 
welcome at chabito@ateneo.edu 


domestic carriers 


in support of the 1 


This, he said, was despite the 
fact the SDAs were placements 
and could not be traded. 

Unlike the RRPs, the SDAs 
are not backed by government. 
securities. The SDAs became 
much more attractive when, іп 
May this year, the BSP reformed 
the rules to make it a more po- 


The Optical Media Board 


October Тһе OMB is tasked 

‘of optical теба in ай its forms and impose fines and 
‘penalties for its ік 

For more information. vist w 


More investments placed in Bangko Sentral’s SDAs 


locked up in SDAs amounted to 
only P53.9 billion. These rose to 
P282 billion in the second quar- 
ter as the central bank widened 
access to these instruments. 

‘Money market dealers have 
started questioning the sustain- 
ability of the SDAs, especially 
since the BSP is also incurring 
foreign exchange losses arising 
from the strengthening of the 
st the US dollar. 

The BSB however, has become 
more reliant on the SDAs, and less 
оп its main monetary tool—the 
overnight borrowing or reverse 
repurchase agreement (RRP). 

As of Sept. 14, the central bank 
has locked up P456.6 billion in ex- 
‘cess money in these SDAS versus 
only P227 billion placed in КАРА. 

“The market acceptance of 
SDAs has been stronger than ex- 
pected,” Guinigundo said. 


posits and deposit substitutes 
that is required to be held in the 
form of negotiable and transfer- 
able government securities. 

When the BSP slashed its 
overnight borrowing rate by 25 
basis points to 5.75 percent last. 
Oct. 4, the rates on SDAs were 
also lowered. 

UBS Investment Research said 


CUSTOM MADE RACKS, 
QUALITY YOU CAN TRUST! 


2 Ww- VO-08 


JUSTIC CORPORATION 


No. 99 Dasmariñas St, Binondo, Manila Philippines 


Tel. Nos.: 242-2048 to 49 • 241-5237 


Cost of siphoning off excess money surged in Q2 


tom line," Guinigundo said. * 
"It's difficult for us but that's 
our mandate. We can't renege 
on our mandate to provide 
monetary stability,” he said... 
"RRP is still the orthódox 
open market tool but for as long 
as we can mop up liquidity using 
SDAs, we will do so," he said: 
Before the rules on the SDAs 
were changed, the broad money 
supply was growing by more 
than 20 percent largely due to 
remittances from overseas 
ipinos and foreign investors bet- 
ting on local stocks and bond: 


5 30 ea 
a FIRED INTEREST 


With FREE Personal Accident Insurance Coverage 


this would imply a “somewhat 
more significant easing” of poli- 
cy rates than the 25-basis point 
headline cut, as SDA rates were 
about 38 basis points more than 
the overnight rates. Guinigundo, 
however, said that when the pol- 
icymaking Monetary Board te- 
viewed the monetary settings, 
the prime considerations were 
the inflation outlook and risks. 
“We didn’t discuss sustain- 
ability or the effect on our bot- 


P50,000 mi 
S-year term, Tax Free 
Monthly crediting of interest 
(Premio chargas oo 


MAXIMIZE YOUR SAVINGS! 


Call Plantersbank Direct at (02) 812-5325 
Emaitinfo@plantersbank.com.ph 
Or visit any Plantersbank branch near you 


Fou ‘LAI 
PLANTERSBANK 


Planters Development Bank 


‘wawplantersbank.com.ph 


See. 


тегіне LETETI 


DITO KA MAEIUEIULOK. 


Lahat ng pirata:ng software kulong. Pati 


(OMB) embarks on this campaign 
сіма! Property Rights 
regulate the m. 


ja reproduction 
от govph д. 


Plipinas Anti-Piracy Team (РАРТ) is the governmani-ied 

‘organization composed of the Philippine National Police (РМР). 

Мола Bureau of Investigation (NBI) and the Optical Media. 

Board (OMB). PAPT sternly enforces the rule of law and таў; 

sure alliavbreakers are reprimanded. : 
or more information, visit ww рар! org ph 


Hyundai Azera: The Art of Perfection 


The Hyundai Azera is setting new benchmarks in the 
Philippine luxury car market. As the flagship passenger 
sedan of Hyundai, the leading automotive manufacturer in 
South Korea, the new Azera exhibits European sophisti- 
cation in styling and engineering. 


The Azera exterior has undergone a makeover to offer 
class-leading features. These include front fog lamps; 
rear combination lamps with horizontal bezel strip lamps; 
solar contro! glass; and turn signals on the side view 
mirror with power folding feature; high intensity discharge 
projector type headlamps (with black bezel surrounding 
and headlamp leveling device) which turn on automati- 
cally in dim or dark surroundings, and wipers that tum on 
when it senses rain. 


For interiors, the Azera offers the sophistication and 
luxury promised by its exterior. It comes with a leather 
package that encompasse door trims 


* 3.3L V6 DOHC 24-Valve Engine 
* 235р5/8000грт\ Max Output 
© 31kg.m/3500rpm Max Torque 


4 ABS with EBD + BA 
(Braking Assistance) 


* Electronic Stability Program 


HYUNDA! AUTHORIZED DEALERS 


box and steering wheel. Both driver and front passenger 
enjoy best-in-class power seat adjustments, 10-way ad- 
justments for the driver and 4-way for the front seat pas 
senger. An Integrated Memory System allows drivers to 
pre-set favourite seat adjustments to complement side 
view mirror and tilt-telescopic steering column. 


Тһе Azera is the only passenger car in its class powered 
by а 3.3liter V6 24-valve DOHC with CWT gasoline 
engine that generates 235 ps at 6,000 rpm and 31 
Kilogram-meter of torque at 3,500 rpm. The engine is 
mated to Hyundai's 5-speed H-Matic transmission to 
make the Azera a smooth and powerful ride. 


Hyundai has also filled the Azera with most of the 
safety features expected in а high end passenger sedan. 
These include dual front SRS airbags, side (front and 
rear) and curtain airbags, seatbelts with emergency loc! 
ing retractors, dual pretensioners, load limiters and 
height adjusters, keyless entry with alarm, impact sens- 
ing door locks, child safety rear door locks, and high 
mount stop light. 


Active safety systems in the Azera include Anti-lock 
Brake System with Electronic Brake Force Distribution, 
and Electronic Stability Program with Brake Assist and 


The Hyundai Azera has a rich history of winning awards 
and citations from prestigious intemational automobile 
publications, industry research institutions, and consumer 
award-giving bodies. 


Among its many awards are "Vehicle Satisfaction 
Award for Large Cars" from the AutoPacific 2007 Ideal 
Vehicle Awards; "Highest Rated Car" from the AutoPa- 
ойо 2006 Ideal Vehicle Awards; "Most Appealing Large 
Car" from J.D. Power and Associates 2006 Automotive 
Performance, Execution and Layout (APEAL) Study, 
"Best New Family Car" from the 2006 Automobile Jo: 
nalists Association of Canada (АЛАС); "S: 

Car Segment" from the. J.D. Power and Associates 20 
Initial Quality Study (105); Top Crash Test Ratings from 
the 2006 Insurance Institute for Highway Safety; "Best 


| 
Travel Beyond | 


When you demand the most out of the world, 1 ' 
will take you beyond simple luxuries and let you tra 
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The Art of Perfection 


ГАЗ 


HID headlamps 

= 17" Alloy Wheels 

* Safety Sunroof 

* Electronic Tilt and Telescopic 
Steering Column 

* Longest Car Class Wheelbase 


* Euro 3 


yond Mae ey s ' 


© Dual Front, Side (front/rear) Curtain airbags ' 


* 10-way Power seats with IMS (Passenger: 4-way) 
* Dual-zone Full Auto Temperature Control 
* 8-speaker Infinity Sound System 


Experience these high-profile beauties arid test drive t 


Luxurioi ы Pri the 2006 " 
Se ра AR im Motoring, India; "Best Family Sedan" from MotorWeek's comes with a Gate type H-matic 5-speed automatic 


2006 Drivers’ Choice Awards, USA: The S ч transmission, The 2.4 GLS comes with a 4-speed Gate 
s Premium iz 2006 A type H-mati 


Hyundai Sonata: A Symphony of Elegance 


climate within the cabin is controlled by fully auto- 
ooking for the ombination of style and nditioner with Air Quali 
ubstance in an executi п, the Hyundai Sonata is and flush type air vent. Ergonomic desig 
four perfect choice as it combines sophisticated styling їп the Philippine n yu the Sc 3 itioned ‹ 
nd perform ‹ 4 T › variants < з sight and re 
ith eight jjustment 
The Sonata is classified by the US EPA as a "Large Car 
putting itin a class above its competition. It has As tyling and performance. 
cited as the "2007 Most Ideal Premium Mid-size Сг p 3iiter V equipped with standard safety fe 
Car: AutoPacific іа! th Contin : t state-of- These include dual 
ain airbags in the 3.3 
ih Electronic Brake 
Prestigious E е Dis jount stop lamps, rear child 
have recognized the е in-line 4 th alarm, and trunk 
mance lude "Most Dei VT that 1 м 
Travel N gram-meter of torque 
ss Standard 
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First-Class. 


he Hyundai Azera and Hyundai Sonata 
vel beyond first-class, each and every time. 
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A Symphony of Elegance T 


43.31 V6 DOHC 24-Valve Engine * Euro 3 

* 235psi6000;pm Max бири © 8-way Power seats 

© 31kg.m/3500 rpm Max Torque * Fully Automatic Temperature 
* ABS with EBD Control (FATC) 

* Dual Front, Side and Curtain Airbags 

417" Alloy Wheels Also available in 2.4L variant 


{pm at select Hyundai 


erstips today 
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ү ийт. 077178188 * Hyundai San Patio [M8] 8000411 зл 358320 t 4945 © Souther Мона 000 305 0000 DEZ 225 2055 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2007 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
Supply and Delivery of Various Corporate Give-Aways for Y2008 


ТНВ RD rag te Bids and Ани Committe tor Goode and Sen (BAC) roni o ap Та prd 
Ви та Cota (32) 1o payments undor e cota fre Sung ed Deyo aros баро veto lr 
VG cs read rcs e ABC te aay жиде Б openng 
Category ty. MmDesiplon Approved 
sige ore 
Сота (kac) 
PrP aes 10.00 
Momo doler РР 259000 PRP 230000 
[7] PIOS Phe 130000 

‘Th Pag IBIG FUND now дв Bs om ум ks г е rv tone ere Оу he Goads кізе on or 
Balora ry (30) alandar days upon gl e approved Putas Order. Te азери olan eal dar Gne 
Secon 1 of Pe ing ботала. ПЁ, 
"Berg wi b conductes тар opan compu bidding podra using no decorar рші tra as paced t 
трин enc gutes Fan (A c Rule 64 [RA Te) charms kom enh onmes лт 
ботда so ost Орго asa ro вю. natos mares xy ern SONS) rior srry 
ost чо бопуп tocar а рм rd cam o алад оа coy е ши теда ol ic goa 
Sina eso pops Fano cae rua t ep Act 5189 (RA S19) ата mgr 1o Commit Act 18 (СА 
ТЖ Oniy бан hom item wes: egy ее ий бо оғ poss rho iy cera бесіне п Selon 
ol he Beng Doceons TO Tre дд win a owes Сохан d (LCE) Sl адил: ho зарастае nor 
‘lai таео responsiveness dieto cial an латов regule prog Tn coat ea nan b ava 
"tha Cons cuti ала Responso Виды ОХО) wo таз delernined as oh Gur pon questo pcc 
treo or may on bar ommation an inspec! e Bing Documents at e BAC-GS Scar, Room 704, The 
A о Makat, аши Avenuo, Маки Cy saring Cor 15, 2007 fom 60 ал, o B00 pan 
Tho compl sl ilg Documents may bo purchased by esté Вей Коп P BAC-GS Sect, 7° Fior, The 
rtu о Маки, Маа! vos Maca Cy staring бесін 15 267 ren parma о алелавілікіе ге іе pected cost 
Ging Daan, The таро of payment wi eth от cano aap sasha cack oat Pag ETG КМО. 
‘ha Bong Documenta stat bo rose personaly pra prosgatve Ве ватон epee. 

Prod Сото opon (0 итн paries at ho Ате Tadiran НЫ, Room 602, The 

at yon long sed 
Tem Descriplon 


enor" Philippine National Committee on Large Dams (PNCOLD) 
p 2007 Technical Convention/Workshop” 

The Philippine National Committee on Large Dams (PNCOLD) in association with the Philippine Waterworks 
‘Association Inc. (PWWA) hereby announces the 2007 Technical Convention/Workshop to be held on November 
27 and 28, 2007 at NPC Fiesta Hall, NPC Building |, Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines. 

This event aims to disseminate information on dam operation and safety management and to bring together 
updatesirecent development in engineering practices and studies on the technological, environmental, economical 
and social aspects of dam management. The technical convention/workshop will also include a visit to Angat Dam. 

This year's convention theme is “Role of the State, Private Companies and the Public In Philippine Dam 
Safety Management”, 


илена, PhP 00000 


ээлер 


SCHEDULE: 
October 31, 2007 Deadline for Submission of Technical Papers 
(Extended) 
November 20, 2007 Deadline for Registration of Participants 
November 27 & 28, 2007 Technical Convention Proper 
ORGANIZED BY: 
Тһе Philippine National Committee on Large Dams (PNCOLD) represents the Philippines 
to the International Commission on Large Dams (ICOLD). 
PNCOLD OFFICERS 2006-2008; 
President Cyril C. Def Callar, МРС 
19 Vice President Lorenzo H. Jamora, MWSS 
2 Vice President — Marcelino V. Tugaoen, Jr, МА 
Secreta — Ryukich! Kawaguchi, SRPC 
Treasurer Raymond E. Cunningham, CE CWECI 
Adviser Jose U. Jovellanos, EDCOP 
APPLICATION: 
Interested participants can apply or inquire to: 
Mr. Romualdo Ma. T. Beltran / Mr. Manuel 1. Monteverde 
PNCOLD Secretariat, National Power Corporation 
Quezon Ave. comer BIR Road, Diliman, 1100 Quezon City, Philippines 
Tel. Nos. (632) 921-3541 local 5653, Telefax (632) 924-5236 


реви 
Conference. 


Ober 24, 2007 


Bid Opening 


тума Now. 5, 2007 
SOAM. 
Not 2007 
200 PA. 
(tober 28,3007 Nov: 7, 2007 

990 AM. pm 
Bids and eii roquromonts must bo deliverad о Room 704, Procurement Onision, General бөлісе Department, Pap 81S 
FUND, The fatum of Makas, Мака! Avenuo, Makati Ciy on or bora tho Орол of Bids. AN Bids must b socompaniod by a 8d 
‘secur in an amount equivalent to ona percent (1%) ol ha ABC in е orm of cash, caries check, cater s check or managers 
‘hack, or wo and aha percent 2 129) of the АВС, im ta form of GSIS surety Bon, Lata Bids hal not be accepted. 
d opaning shall be hel at the Arne Taduran Hal, Роот 602, The Aum of Mekal, Макай Avenue, Makali Ciy. Bids wl be 
‘opened n he presence o Ine Вабое representaties. М 


The valo o йе prospective bier largest contrac snr о па contract bo bid н the last re (years, must be at kast 
{ity percent (50%) of he approved budget othe contact io Бе И, : 


The PagdBIG Fund reseves tho righi to accept or reject any Bid, o annul the bidding process, and o reject al Bis al any time 


Meme dotar. 
варот 


rtheltran@napocor.gov.ph / odlaumor_ph@yahoo.com ог mimonteverde@napocor.gov.ph / 


prior to contact award, witout hereby пошті any labi о a fice Bidder or Bidders, 


manny_monteverde@yahoo.com 
and Mr. Medel С. De Jesus at misterdj@srpe,pangasinan.com 


REGISTRATION FEE: 


The registration fee which covers the convention Кі, program proceeding, 
snacks, lunches, technical tour and attendance to technical sessions are as follows: 


Php 500.00 Student 
Php 750.00 Members 


Php 1,000.00 Non-members 


PAPER SUBMISSION: 


Please submit technical papers through email to: 


Ms, Jerese |. A. Lagapa, Chairperson, Program Committee 


Јаіадарабуаһоо сот 
LANGUAGE 


The language of the technical convention wil e іп English. No translation to.otheriguag 
TECHNICALVISIT-77 
lorzágaray; Вуасап:, 


cite Technical visitisat tfe Angat Рат, 


BUY + SELL *PAWN. 


ROL. 

‘other SWISS SWATCHES 

JEWELRY 

DIAMONDS 
BEST PRICE 


estis‘available, 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
PRESIDENTIAL BROADCAST STAFF-RTVM 
MALACANANG, MANILA 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Presidential Broadcast Staff-RTVM, through its Bids and 
‘Awards Committee (BAC), invites suppliers to apply for eligibility and 
to bid for the hereunder project: 

Name of Project : Procurement of Broadcast Equipment 
Location RTVM Bidg,, Gate 6, Malacanang, Manila 
Approved Budget: Php 3423,132.00 

for the Contract. 

Delivery Period : 30days 

Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a 
similar project within the last three (3) years with an amount of at least 
50% of the proposed project for bidding. The Eligibility Check/ 
Screening as well asthe Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non- 
discretionary "pass/fail" criteria. Post-qualification of the lowest 
calculated bid shall be conducted. 

А! particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid 
Security, Performance Security, Pre-Bidding Conference, Evaluation 
of Bids, Post-Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed 
by the pertinent provisions of А.А. 9184 and its Implementing Rules 
and Regulations (IRR). 

The complete schedule of activities і listed as follows: 


Date 
Oct. 15-26, 2007 


Time 


10.00 AM. 
10500 PM. 


Activities 
Issuance of Bid 
Documents 


Place 
PBS-RTVM 


Republic of the 
Departmen of Science and Technology. 

PHILIPPINE SCIENCE HIGH SCHOOL SOUTHERN MINDANAO CAMPUS 
Sio. Niño, Tugbok Distct, Davao Ciy 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The PHILIPPINE SCIENCE HIGH SCHOOL-SHC, through ls Bids and Awards 
Committee (ВАС). invites contractors registered wiin and cassed by the Philippine 
Contractore Accreditation Board (PCAB) о apply tor eligibility and If found енде, 
to bid for the hereunder contrac: 


‘COMPLETION OF MULTI-PURPOSE GYMNASIUM 

B. CONTINUATION OF UNFINISHED PERIMETER, 
FENCE 
PHILIPPINE SCIENCE HIGH SCHOOL SOUTHERN 
MINDANAO CAMPUS, BARANGAY STO. NINO, 
TUGBOK DISTRICT, DAVAO CITY 

А. COMPLETION OF THE UNFINISHED WORKS IN 
THE MULTI-PURPOSE GYMNASIUM 

В. INSTALLATION OF СНВ, BARS AND RAILINGS 

n 


P11799,000.00 
B. 100000000 
Contract Duration  :А GMONTHS 


Name of Contract 
Location 
Bro! Dascripon 


‘Approved Budget 
forthe Contract (ABC) 


в. 2MONTHS 


Prospective bidders should possess a valld PCAB License аррісаі to the contract, 
have completed а similar contract wäh a value ol atleast 60% ofthe ABC, and have 
key personnel and equipment (isted In tho Eligibility Forms) avallable for the 
prosecution of tha contract. The BAC will use non-dlscrelionary passa criteria In 
{he Eigibilty Crock/Sereering as wall as пе Pretminary Examination of Bids. The 
ВАС wil conduct post-qualicalion ol he lowest calculated bid. 
All particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid Securty, 
Pre-Bidding Conference, Evaluation of Bids, Post- 
‘Quallicaion and Award o Contract shal be governed by the pertinent provisions 
‘of R.A. 9184 ала its Implementing Rules and Regulation (IRA). 


Tho schedule of BAC activitas ав folows: 


БАС Activities 
Т. Нәзір fom prospective bidders of Lars of 
intent 0018) eluding Application for Eigibilty| October 16-25, 2007 
Issuance of Elgibilty Forms ‘October 16:25, 2007 
Будову Check October 26, 2007 
i Notice ol Resuns of Eigbilly Check October 30. 2007 


Schedule 


Pre-Bidding 200 PM 


Conference. 


Od. 25, 2007 PES-ATVM 


Issuance of Bid Documents November 8-15, 2007 
re-bidConterence November 16, 2007 - 8:00 AM 


Last Day of 70:00 AM 
‘Submission and 


Opening of Bids 


November 09, 
2007 


PES-ATVM 


Bid Documents including details of specification willbe available at 
the PBS-RTVM Procurement Section of the Admin, and Finance 
Division (clo Mr. Cyrus М. Reputana) Tel Nos. 734-5681/735-6187 to 
prospective bidders only upon payment of a non-refundable amount of 
Php 700.00 to the Presidential Broadcast StafÍ-RTVM Cashier. 

The Presidential Broadcast Staft-RTVM assumes no responsibilty 
whatsoever to compensate or indemnify bidders for any expenses 
incurred in the preparation of the bid. 


Approved by 


(Sgd.) Melba B. Aligaen 
BAC Chairman 


[PD October i56 za 207) 


NOTICE OF LOSS 

то Ali Provincial City / Municipal Treasurers; Heads of Department; 

‘Bureaus, Offices, Agencies and All Concerned 
‘Lost Accountable Form #51 (ОО! Receipt) bearing Serial Numbers 
7181351 - 7181400 
Thisisicinform all the above concemed that 50 pcs. AF #51 of the Municipal Treasurer's 
Office of Polangui, Albay bearing Serial Numbers 7181351 - 7181400 was requistioned 
‘by Mr. Romer B. Baldemoro, Staff o Municipal Treasurers Осе last Seplember 28,2007 
were found lost Since October 1, 207. 
Said receipts were already declared vold and cannot be honored In any transactions 
representing LGU-Polangul, Азау and any other government entes 
This notice has been given to deter any possible fraudulent use of the above-mentioned 
Official Receipts. 


SUBJECT 


(8%) ANNA B. ROBRIGADO 


Мотора Treasurer 
[EO - October 15.20 


Receipt ала Opening af Bids November 29, 2007 900 AM 


The BAC wil issue о prospective bidders Elgblly Forms at Philippine Science 
High School-SMC, Sto. Nino, Tugbok District, Davao Cty, upon ће submission 
ot an LOI, and upon ther payment of а non-refundable amount of PhP2,000.00. 
Prospective bidders shall submit the Elpbily Requirements to he ВАС at tho said 
adress. They may also obtain the results of Ihe Elgbilty Check by ina BAC at ho. 
same address. 


The BAC wil issue Bidding Documents only to bidders declared by the BAC to be 
io for the bidding upon payment of anon-lundable amount of Php10,000.00. 


‘Tho PSHS-SMC assumes no responsibil whatsoever to compensate orindemnily 
bidders for any expences Incurred Inthe preparation ol thelr bic. 


(894) MARIO A. GIGAYON 
БАС Chairman 


NOTICE 


Reward shall be given to any person who will give 
information leading to the arrest and apprehension of 
DR. BENIGNO A. AGBAYANI, JR., M.D. FPOA, formerly 
of Healthway Medical Clinic and Manila Doctor's Hospital. 


А warrant of arrest has been issued against the above 
accused in “People of the Philippines vs. Dr. Benigno A. 
Agbayani, Jr." by the Metropolitan Trial Court of Manila, 
Branch 26. 


Please contact Joseph - 09165337350. 
(PD-Oot 134 15,2007) 


Far utter пайке andlor orate, 
vito Corporate Webie at Dui ogni ooh or s-mal vs at айй даршан. ед3 


..., You сап now checkout more jobs 
from JobMarket Libre everyday! 


108-4 


неге cal М Jose Мала М. Diaz or М. Vanessa L, Valderama a 114202, 8245815 or 


BIOS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE - 
‘GOODS AND SERVICES 

sr 

(592) WILFAIDO NACITO S. REYES 
nad 

General Servicos Dopariment 
Member, 84008: 


07 URVAN 


ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS 
P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
T8TSTIGIT9SASTI 
09213497170 


SIS WATCHES 
COLD DAMONO PEELS 


sec |ndo ңіз 
ET d 


[oo178894040 
720908. 
Kc LM 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES) 
QUEZON CITY 28, 


AFFIDAVIT ОЕ NON-RECEIPT 


1, LILIA S. MARQUEZ, Assistant Vice President, Instiulonal Loans 
Department ~ Social Security System, of legal эде, Flipino, with office address at 
the SSS Build Quezon Ciy, after having been duly sworn to in 


^. That the folowing San Miguel Corporation stock certificates under the пате 
of Socal Security System него released to various brokers by the SMC Stock 

Transfer Office, as appearing in its records. 

Class Certificate No. Issue date Мо. of Shares 
мса 
SMCA 
SMCA 
SMCA 
SMCB 


97424050 
94186308 
94183689 
91105438 
95083243 


021897 
07-18-04 
07:11-94 5000 
отозм 10000 
04-10-05 500 


10,000 
5,000 


2.Thal tho above certificates were Issued during the normal course of SSS 
Investment transactions; 


3. That the SSS has never recalved the above described stock certificates; 


4. That this affidavit is being executed to attest the truthfulness ofthe foregoing 
facts, о secure now certificates in replacement of the above-mentioned stock 
сөлдісгіе and for whatever legal purpose It may serve. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto sel my hand on this 4th day of June 
2007, in Quezon City, Philippines. 


Ее 
ийй падбег 
fant 


Subscrbod and swom to before mo on this 4th day of June 2007 in Quezon СІ, 
абапі exhibiting CTC No. 21388422 Issued оп January 20, 2007 issued at Quezon 
(Cay, Phlipohos. 


К 


Doc. No. 72; MARITESS STO. TOÑAS-ALONZO 


Pago No. 18; 
Book no. V: 
Serios of 2007. 


СС 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 
Notice is hereby given that ENTIREX, 
INC. has been dissolved. If you have 
any valid claims against said company, 

lease contact (Rizza B. Blanco) at 


fel. No. (5269443). 


(PDI- October 24, 2007) 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 


Notice is hereby given that Liberty | 
Aviation Corporation has been 
dissolved. If you have any valid claims 
against said company, please contact 
(Rizza B. Blanco) at Tel. No. (5269443). 


(PDI -Octobor 4 — 24, 2007) 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2007 


“In God and in our Blessed Mother we know that you and Papa — Lolo Jose 
are always close to из.” 


TERESA C. ARGUELLES 


October 15, 1907 — August 3, 1979 
WE LOVE YOU MAMA-LOLA! 


Remembering you on your 100th birthday 


JOSE and TERESITA EVANGELISTA and children Dr. Teresita Argüelles: Dr. Mi 
Josefina and Engr. Ronnie Gool and children Rachel, Reuben, Ralph. Ruth, Raymond: 
‘Atty. Antoniette; Joselito and Rachel Dimaculangan and children Rafael, Miguel and 
Gabriel; Ма. Zarah Charisma кт 
ARCHBISHOP RAMON C. ARGUELLES we 

ELSIE and PABLING RABAGO and children Bong and Riza Mendoza: Cheska; 8 
Lisette, MGES; Charina and Rogelio Gondollas: Mariel 

Don; Joseph Rensis and Marian de Castro: Ashley Ysabel, Pia М 

BABY and JOEY SORIANO and children Josephine Marley 


„and you will receive a rich welcome into the 
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
-2Peter 1:11 


Dra. Pacita Ramos Reyes 


November 12, 1925 - October 14, 2007 


Our beloved Mother has peacefully joined the Lord 
and our dear Papa Raul on October 14, 2007 at the age of 82. 


Her bereaved family, relatives and friends request pious readers 
to join them in praying for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her cremuins lie in state at the Loyola Memorial Chapels 
in Marikina, Mass will be offered in the evenings 
8 щ 7:00 p.m, until Wednesday night, October 17, 2007. 


[ШШШ 4 4. 


ROBERTO P. ~ 
PAYONGAYONG 
Februnry 1, 1956 - 
October 11, 2007 


Died! Peacefülly inthe 
Grace of Our Lord 
at Пе age of 51. 


His remains lie in | 
ише at the St. 
Pancratius Parish 
Church, Lu Loma 
Compound, Caloocan 
City. 
|, Interment will be 
on October 17, 
Wednesday ut the St. 
Pancratius Parish 
Church, La Loma 
‘Compound, Caloocan 
City aher the 9:00 am 
Mass ш St Pancratius 
Church, 


INFINITELY LOVED AND REMEMBERED 
(14 August 1957 — 15 October 1994) 


HOLY MASSES FOR TISHA WILL BE OFFERED TODAY, 
OCTOBER 15, 2007, AT THE FOLLOWING CHURCHES: 


IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHEDRAL - $00 AM 
Pasig Су 

SACRED HEART PARISH CHURCH... „. .......... 
Kamuning, Q C. 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH CHURCH 

Lantana St, QC. 

ST. JOSEPH'S CONVENT OF PERPETUAL ADORATION 
M. Hemady cor. 11th St, New Mania, О.С. 

SANTISIMO ROSARIO PARISH CHURCH smn 

UST, España, Mania 

ST, JUDE SHRINE nnn 

JP. Laurel St, San їй, Mania 

NAT'L SHRINE OF ST. MICHAEL AND THE ARCHANGELS 7:00 AM 
‘Solano St, San Miguel, Mania 

STO. NIÑO PARISH СНЦЯСН............ 
Tondo, Mania 

SANTO DOMINGO CHURCH 

‘Quezon City 

BASILICA OF THE BLACK NAZARENE 5:00 AM; 5:00 PM; 12:00 NN 
Plaza Miranda, Quiapo, Manila 

MARY THE QUEEN PARISH CHURCH... 

Gresnhils, San Juan, Metro Mania 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL SHRINE 

New Mania, О.С. 

ЗАН SEBASTIAN CHURCH .......... 

Plaza Del Carmen, Quiapo, Mania 

SANTUARIO DE SAN JOSE . 

Groenhils, Mandaluyong, Metro Wania 


515 AM 
ЕУ 
00 AM 
ЕГІ 


630 AM 


7:00 AM 


8:00 AM 


absent 
from 
the body 
to be present 
with the 
Lord.” 


m 


OBITUARIES 


“In a country which has a vast 


unemployment rate, my vision is to offer 


equal opportunities for Filipinos by 
providing respectable jobs to all, levels in 
society. I believe in transparency, 
commitment to excellence and long 
term-partnership as building blocks of a 
successful business. People are our 
assets and I take great pride in helping 
people grow to their full potential.” 


- Brendan J. Whyte 


In Loving Memory 
on the 6 month anniversary of 
the death of 


Brendan J. Whyte 


Founding Chairman, Q2 HR Solutions 


Today, 15 October 2007, we honour our beloved Chairman 
on the 6th month anniversary of his death. His 


devoted wife Trixie and their 


loving children, Joshua, 


Keeva and Tara request your prayers for the eternal 
repose of his soul. We thank everyone who has 
continually showered the family with their prayers, 
thoughts and kindness. The support of relatives, 


friends, business associates 


and clients has been a 


constant source of strength and inspiration. 


Let us all uphold Brendan's noble vision 
by continuing to create opportunities for all. 


92 HR Solutions 
provides 
recruitment and 
HR services 
through its 4 
QZHRSOLUTIONS distinct divisions. 


SAT з ETE 


crate func 


1н my eter house are many roms: | ам going there o prepare a plar far уш, 
1 wl come bck ond ak yon езді Me Hal po тыу abo be ther Lom je 1 2 = 3 


ANNOUNCEMENT; 


ATTY. PEDRO ENCOMIENDA DELA CRUZ 


(Retire Court of Apoesis and Supreme Court Lawyer) 
зоо pecfully joined his Creator 
on the 13th of October, 2007 at the age of 82 
His bereaved children: 


Franclato and Rosalinda; sons- 


5 
Felatives and fiends одоо our prayers for the eternal repose ol hs soul 


His remains е i sate at the mortuary of The Ascension of Our Lord Parish, Lagro 


Subd. Quezon Chy. 


to our valued advertisers 


PDI Kalaw branch ms boon uansfemosw: 


GIF Travollor's Lite Bldg., 
490 T.M. Kalaw St, Ermita, Manlia 
(in tront of National Library) 


LUNETA PARK 


Cynthia, Mary Ann, Rowena, Bernadette, Manuel, | 
w Rey and Oliver: daughter-in-law Jean; 
Váchildren: Peter John, Cheska, ЕП and Bench; brober Peping, and all his 


ГҮН 
EST 
мем OFFICE 


Interment will be on Wednesday, October 17, 2007 at Serenity Memorial Park, 


ЕСУІ 


PEZA à 
PCI-INFRES 

POWERDIESEL PHIL.. 

JOAQUIN ADARLO 

_LANDBANK 


People, E. 


Boosting your child's immunity 


IF ALL THE MOTHERS IN THE WORLD 
HAD their way, they would watch over their 
children 24-7. A mother’s natural instinct to 


in Bonakid growing up milk, now enhanced 
with nucleotides. The building blocks of the 
body's DNA and RNA that function in all 


makes it possible for kids to grow and lead 
happy and healthy lives. But many moms 
have busy schedules and other roles and ге- 
sponsibilities, that’s why they provide all the 
necessary safeguards to defend their kids 
from diseases, accidents and other unfortu- 
nate circumstances that may happen in the 
child’s environment. 

For any mother who has a growing and 
active child one year or above, some of the 
most urgent matters of concern would be 
proper nutrition and how to equip their 
child's body against sicknesses. Moms want 
to besure that their small children have the 
-| necessary defenses to fend off viruses and 
bacteria, especially during the toddler years 
when children learn to explore their sur- 
roundings and start to engage in more 
physical activities. 

One such safeguard may now be found 


nurture and protect her child from harm 


cellular processes, nucleotides plays an all- 
important role in children’s growth and 
development. Nucleotides are needed by 
DNA and RNA molecules to repair or ге- 
place cells of all kinds and are involved in 
almost all activities of the cells and there- 
fore, the body. Without nucleotides, the 
body's requirements to live, grow and de- 
velop cannot be met, making the body sus- 
ceptible to infections and rendering it pow- 
erless from recovering from cell damage. 

This is why nucleotides are very effec- 
tive in helping boost the child's immune 
system. Researches have shown that nucle- 
otides help in the proliferation of immune 
cells in the body, thus making the body free 
from sicknesses. It also encourages the pro- 
liferation of good bacteria called 
bifidobacteria, which helps prevent diar- 
thea, a common problem among children of 
this age group. 


vents & Products 


PLDT SUPPORTS PRA EXPO 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone 
‘Company and the Philippine Retailers 
Association (PRA) recently signed a 
memorandum of agreement in support оѓ 
the 16th National Retailers Conference & 
Stores Asia Expo (16th МЕСЕ) 2007 to be 
held August 15-17 at EDSA Shangri-La 
Hotel, Mandaluyong City. Shown here 
after the contract signing rites are, from 
left: Manuel Siggaoat, Vice-Chairman, 
Finance, PRA and Chairman, Manel's 
Leather; Jorge Mendiola, President, PRA 
and SVP, Operations,SM Shoemart; Renato 


“To serve your advertising nec, pease el! 
523-5570 (Trunk Line) 
loc, 115 or 116 
525-7023 (Classified) 


з Tha ur Lunch 
гасі Sil, с ҮСегенігі 


E 


Castañeda, Head, Corporate Sales Business, PLDT; and Mars Chua, Chairman, PRA and President, Sportshouse 


Int'l Leisure. Considered as the most important event of the 


Philippine retail industry for the year, PRA will 


congregate more than 600 retail owners, affiliated industry suppliers and top business executives to serve as the 
avenue for productive networking and present the latest developments and challenges in the retail industry. 
PLDT will feature the latest ICT tools, solutions and service offerings that will further enhance their business 
operations amidst a fast-changing and competitive global retail market. 


EPLDT PARTICIPATES IN 
2"^ CIO ASSEMBLY 


1 ePLDT recently participated in the second general 


CREATING A 
CORPORATE SOCIAL 
VISION 

At the recently concluded Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) Expo of 
the League of Corporate Foundations, 
Ayala chairman and CEO Jaime 
Augusto Zobel de Ayala emphasized 
the need for CSR to remain a vital 
Presence in the business community 
and the importance of building 
alliances with other sectors for social 
development. 


membership assembly meeting of the Chief Information 


| Officers Forum, ine (CIOF),an organization composed of 


incumbentand former CIOs from various government agencies. 
Photo shows ePLDT Pre-Sales Support Engineer Andrew 
‘Smith, center, receiving a plaque of appreciation from Clarito 
L. Magsino, First Vice Presidentand CIO of DCI, and Vice 
President of CIOF, left, and Lilia Guillermo, Deputy 
Commissioner cf the Bureau of internal Revenue and 
President of CIOF. As part ofthe briefing, Smith gave a short. 
yetinformative presentation on converged connectivity, as 
demonstrated by ePLDT'slatest service called Unified Contact 
Center Plus. The briefing centered on the present initiatives of 
the eGovernance Center of Excellence, conceived by the CIO. 
Forumin partnership with ePLDT and several leading IT 
companies. The event wasone of the many activities. 
undertaken by the CIOF to advocate and promote the 
strategic use of IT asan effective partner in governance. 


В 
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OFWs now more investment savvy 


Remitters said to consider trade, property more than family obligations 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


FILIPINO WORKERS ABROAD ARE 
now paying more attention to invest- 
ment opportunities in the home coun- 
try rather than the fulfillment of their 
family obligations, a new Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas study suggested. 

;;.The BSP study, titled "Philippine 
{Overseas Workers and Migrants’ Re- 
Thittances: The Dutch Disease Ques- 
Жоп and the Cyclicality Issue,” re- 
Vealed that domestic economic 
‘Prospects and the peso-dollar move- 
nent now influence overseas Filipino 
workers’ decision whether to send 
honey to their families back home. 

E “Remitters are [also] influenced by 
Süvestment opportunities even more 
зо than altruistic considerations,” the 
‘Study said. 

$, This development, in turn, sug- 
‘ests that remittances may no longer 
Лом in abundance, whether in good 
times or bad. 

X: “Policymakers should therefore not 
‘Ye drawn into complacency that remit- 
‘tances can comfortably help the econo- 
my weather economic downturns,” the 


study said. "There is no'substitute for 
prudent macroeconomic policies.” 

The study also indicates that the 
overseas Filipino community has be- 
соте an important segment to tap as 
investors into the domestic economy. 

‘The BSP study found evidence that 
remittances in the country were “рго- 
cyclical"—tending to rise when eco- 
nomic activity improved, and decline. 
when economic conditions of the pre- 
vious quarter weakened. 

This nature of remittances is seen 
to be driven in part by exchange rate 
movements, since overseas Filipinos’ 
decision to send money is being influ- 
enced by exchange rate movements. 

According to the paper, а strengthen- 
ing economy can lead to a peso аррге- 
ciation because remitters are expected 
to send more dollars back home. The 
reverse may also be expected as a result. 
of a wellkÉning economy—a peso de- 
preciation may lead to smaller amount 
of dollar remittances. 

But while the BSP research pointed 
out the link between remittance ap- 
petite and investment prospects, 
found no compelling evidence that 


called “Dutch disease.” 


not appreciated 5 


mestic output remained steady. 


the Philippines had acquired the so- 


The disease refers to the loss of a 
country's export competitiveness aris- 
ing from over-reliance on a natural ге- 
source. This was what happened to the 
Netherlands in the 1960s, following the 
discovery of large natural gas deposits. 
It also refer to any situation in which 
capital inflows cause real exchange rate 
appreciation that leads to a deteriora- 
tion in a country's export performance. 

The BSP study said the peso had 
ficantly out of 
line with respect to its equilibrium 
value despite strong remittances but 
it said that the export of manufac- 
tured goods as a percentage of do- 


The BSP study concluded that the 
country could avoid the Dutch disease, 
saying that the challenge was not so 
much on the foreign exchange coming 
іп, butin directing these private inflows 
toward more productive activities. 
“While these are private transfers, 
the government can ensure that the 
policy environment is conducive to 
the use of these remittances for in- 


vestment in productive activities, 
such as entrepreneurial endeavors 
and investment in better healthcare, 
education and housing for the fami- 
lies of remitters,” it said. 

If there are concerns that the infu- 
sion of money from abroad could cre- 
ate inflationary pressures, the study 
said the BSP should be ready to un- 
dertake monetary policy actions. 

Tt said the government too can ac- 
tively seek to invest in activities that 
would boost productivity, lower the 
cost of doing business, diversify ex- 
ports, as well as retrain and retool 
workers in lagging export industries. 

“These measures will ultimately 
make the country less dependent on 
remittances and less vulnerable to ex- 
ternal shocks ... [even] during times 
when remittance flows become less 
plentiful,” the study said. 

Money sent home by overseas Fil- 
ipinos has grown at a compounded 
annual rate of 11 percent in the last 
10 years, and comprised about 10 
percent of total economic output, 
Supporting the country's robust pri- 
vate consumption. 


ATO, LRA top list Make way for money-making catfish 


of contributors 
to gov't coffers 


WHICH GOVERNMENT AGENCIES CON- 
‘tributed most to the nation's coffers? 

Based on the latest report of the De- 
partment of Finance, the top five contrib- 
"utors are the Air Transportation Office, 
Тапа Registration Authority, National 
elecommunications Commission, Land 

ansportation Office and Bureau of Im- 
fnigration. 

2 Completing the top 10 are the Bureau of 
immigration, Department of Foreign Af- 
fairs, Securities and Exchange Commission, 
Professional Regulation Commission, Land 
Transportation Franchising and Regulatory 
Board and National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion. 

"Тһе ranking was based on fees and 
charges collected from 2001 to 2006. 

Based on the report, ATO has contributed 
an average of P2 billion each year, account- 
ing for P12.12 billion during the six-year 
period. 

Тһе Air Transportation Office inspects 
and registers all aircraft owned and oper- 
ated in the Philippines, as well as all ex- 
isting air facilities. 

It operates and maintains national air- 
ports, air navigation and similar facilities, 
and prescribes charges pertinent to the op- 
eration of public air utility facilities and ser- 
vices. 

The LRA has raised P10.45 billion during 
the same period, pumping in an average of 
P1.74 billion each year. 

The NTC closely followed with P10.2 bil- 
lion six-year contribution equivalent to an 
annual average of P1.7 billion. 

The LTO collected P9 billion over the 
same period with an annual average of 
P1.51 billion, while the Bureau of Immigra- 
tion raised P1.1 billion each year for a total 
contribution of P6.65 billion. 

The rest of the pack each contributed less 
thanP1 billionayear. Doris C. Dumlao 


By AmyR. Remo 
and Tonette Orejas 


Inquirer Central Luzon 


to 44 kilos or 97 Ibs. 


in the country in 1981. 
‘THE BUREAU OF FISHERIES AND 
Aquatic Resources will start to vig- 
orously promote the Pangasius, a 
freshwater species of catfish, 
dubbed as the "next big thing" in 
the local aquaculture industry. 

‘According to Dr. Remedios Ong- 
tangco, Central Luzon director of 
the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources, this high-value fish com- 
modity is seen as “the emerging 
darling of freshwater aquaculture.” 

Vitarich Corp. chair and presi- 
dent Rogelio Sarmiento said in a 
statement that the “entry of the 
Pangasius to our line of aqua prod- 
ucts for export will strengthen our 
foothold in the global aquaculture 
market.” 

"Pangasius is expected to open 
new business opportunities in both 
local and export markets, similar to 
that of the bangus and tilapia,” 
Sarmiento added. 

BFAR said the Pangasius belongs 
to the family Pangasiidae with more 
than 20 different species. It is also 
called shark catfish, because of its 
sharp dorsal fins, silver striped cat- 
fish, Siamese shark, sutchi catfish 
or swai catfish, is endemic on the 
Vietnam side of the Mekong River. 

Known for its enormous size, the 
adult Pangasius can reach 130 cm 


variety of catfish. 


their part of the world. 


culture. 
do it)," she said. 


were Gawad Saka awarde: 


in their 10-hectare farm. 


fish growers as well. 


or4 feet in length and can weigh up. 
BFAR introduced the Pangasius 


Already, a couple in Floridablan- 
ca, Pampanga, have taken up the 
challenge to raise and promote this 


Marlon and Remedios Coronel 
are trying to culture Pangasius in 


Remedios, 46, is humbled at be- 
ing given the trust to do the trial 


‘Agyu mi siguro (Perhaps we can 


Marlon and Remedios Coronel 
in Сеп- 
tral Luzon in 1999 for tilapia grow- 


just two ponds in 
1998, they now operate eight ponds 


They have a 7,000-square-meter 
pond, which the BFAR will stock 
with 35,000 Pangasius fingerlings 
from the Bluebay Aqua Farm. Vi- 
tarich will supply the feeds in this 
technology demonstration farm. 
Тһе Coronels said they agreed to 
embark on the project to culture 
this variety of catfish not only to 
personally gain but to help other 


The collaboration is expected to 
increase production of Central Lu- 
zon’s P17.37-billion aquaculture in- 
dustry, or the country's P55.73-bil- 


lion aquaculture sector, Ongtangco 
said 

The region contributes 31 per- 
cent to total national production. 

“This catfish was introduced in 
the Philippines as an ornamental 
fish, commonly known as freshwa- 
ter hammerhead shark,” Ongtang- 
co said. “But it is a culture species 
and food fish export of countries 
like Vietnam and Thailand.” 

In 2005, Vietnam began produc- 
ing fillets from Pangasius. 

As these happened, Vitarich 
Corp. developed local feeds for this 
species 

Ongtangco says ће Pangasius is 
"easy to grow within six months 
and thus give big potentials to the 
freshwater culture sector." 

"The feed conversion ratio is very 
efficient," she said. “А kilogram of 
feeds can raise 1.2 kg of meat. 
‘That's high compared to tilapia and 
bangus that take two kilos of feed to 
produce a kilo of meat.” 

A BFAR study showed that grow- 
ing 10,000 fingerlings at P2.50 
each in a 2,000-square-meter of 
pond can cost P342,245.75, inclu- 
sive of feeds, lime, diesel, electrici- 
ty, labor and miscellaneous expens- 
es. 

With a harvest of 8,000 kilo- 
grams at a farm gate of P60 per kg, 
the пес income could reach 
P137,754.25 after gross sales of 
P480,000. 


бо 5207 
NCC dismisses 
int'l report on 


worsening RP 
business clime 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


А TOP OFFICIAL OF THE NATIONAL COM- 
petitiveness Council has downplayed the re- 
sults of an international study that detailed 
the worsening business environment in the 
country, adding the data used are now dated. 

According to the World Bank's Doing 
Business Report released in September, the 
Philippines slid 12 notches to 133rd rank 
out of 178 countries and territories sur- 
veyed. 

Cesar В. Bautista, NCC co-chair герге- 
senting the private sector, said in an inter- 
view the council has been addressing fac- 
tors concerning the country's competitive: 
ness as a place to do business in. 

Bautista said the effects of the initiative 
are not reflected in the World Bank report. 

“The impact of NCC's efforts should be 
felt by now and these should be evident in 
the next round of (surveys),” he said. 

‘The NCC expected the country to be in 
the middle third of the ranking, although 
he said the extent of the Philippines’ im- 
provement depended on the support of var- 
ious groups in the private sector, as well as 
the different government agencies con- 
cerned, Bautista said. 

Тһе WS report showed that the Philip- 
pines needed to ease the process of starting 
a business here, of registering a property, 
and access to credit. 

‘The NCC has formed six groups to draw 
up action plans and push initiatives focus- 
ing on human resources; management ex- 
pertise in specific public offices; financing 
to micro, small and medium enterprises; re- 
duction of transaction costs and improved 
transaction flows; the upgrade of infras- 
tructure, particularly in transportation; 
and reduction of costs and securing sup- 
plies of electricity. 

Bautista, a former trade secretary, said 
the council was aggressively pursuing ini- 
tiatives and reforms that it had taken up to 
immediately improve and ease the process 
of doing business in the country. 

One such initiative is that of the Manage. 
ment Association of the Philippines, which 
aims to reduce the number of days for se- 
curing business licenses in 18 major cities. 

"The current (average is) 48 days, and 
the target is to pare this down to 15 days,” 
he said. “Weare relying on ... the Internet to 
achieve fast results.” 

Also, Bautista said, the NCC is focusing 
on issues related to human resources in im- 
proving competitiveness. 

“It is important to achieve a match be- 
tween the available skills and those that the. 
industries need,” he said. 

Ав for energy costs, which account for a 
substantial part of business expenses, 
Bautista said the NCC has helped reduce 
power spending for projects registered with 
the of Philippine Economic Zone Authority. 


BPO sector seen to rival OFW remittances by 2010 


From page BI billion in revenues last year. 
But unlike remittances from 
abroad, profiting from the 
BPO boom doesn’t entail send- 
ing millions of Filipinos to 
work and live abroad—all of 
eight million, and rising, as of 


year,” said Oscar Safiez, CEO of 
the Business Processing Associ- 
ation of the Philippines (BPAP). 

It is an ambitious goal for an 
industry that made only $3.4 
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the last count. 

According to “Safiez, this lofty target 
could be achieved with only a million Fil- 
ipinos employed in contact centers and oth- 
er outsourcing operations. 

“Think of the BPO industry as another leg 
that supports the Philippine economy,” he 
said. 

And while call centers have been the rage 
over the last couple of years, BPAP has no il- 
lusions that the Philippines’ share of the 
global pie remains small. 

As part of its goal to sustain the industry's 
growth momentum, the group now wants 
to capture as much as 10 percent of the 
global outsourcing market—worth $450 
Dillion as of last count—in less than three 
years. 

According to Safiez, the Philippines now 
holds only a 5-percent share of the world 
BPO market, mainly in the low value-added 
sector of voice services or call centers. 

Standing in the country's way is BPO be- 
hemoth India, which currently has a stran- 
glehold on the market with a 40-percent 
share. 

India, Safiez said, was the country that the 
Philippines should try to emulate—and beat. 

То this end, BPAP has recently completed 
a roadmap designed to help the industry 
achieve this goal. 

Called Roadmap 2010, itis an implemen- 
tation strategy for "breakthrough growth" 
in the outsourcing industry in the country. 
It is the industry's view meant to bring to- 
gether the stakeholders of the industry 
from the BPO firms, government, media 
and education. 

Developed with the help of consultancy 
firm McKinsey & Co., Safiez said it aims to 
convey а sense of urgency to persuade key 
audiences that the industry should seize 
present opportunities for growth. 

More importantly, it will also keep the 
country from falling behind its neighbors 
who are also after a piece of the BPO pie. 

To pur the roadmap into action, BPAP 
identified three key elements which need to 
come into play: 1) talent development, 2) 


next-wave cities and 3) the Philippine busi- 
ness environment. 

“The talent working group coordinates 
with educational institutions and human 
resource managers to help sustain the num- 
ber of skilled workers for the industry,” 
Safiez said. 

BPAP wants the number of people em- 
ployed in BPOs to reach a million in 2010 
compared to the present level of 250,000. 

Of the present number, 40 percent are 
based in Metro Manila. 

The industry is still predominately call cen- 
ter-driven, but locators have begun looking 
at higher-value services such as human re- 
source management and finance, account- 
ing, equity research and financial analysis. 

Due to the industry's expansion, in- 
vestors need more office. 

“The BPO industry is not just Manila,” 
Sañez said. "Having 90 percent of locators 
here increases the pressure on recruitment 
and space.” 

“Quality graduates are harder to come by 
and office rental rates have increased by 25 
percent over the last two years,” he added. 
“So we created a working group tasked to 
identify and help develop the next BPO 
hubs.” 

The third thrust in this three-pronged ap- 
proach is the struggle to improve the local 
business climate. 

A separate working group has been 
tasked to coordinate with the Department 
of Trade and Industry and the Philippine 
Economic Zone Authority to make it easier 
to do business in the country and to ensure 
continuity of existing incentives. 

“The pie is big and it continues to grow; 
Safiez said, describing the potential bene 
fits of the BPO industry for the country. "But. 
we have to move fast because we started 
late." 

If the plan is successful, the BPAP chief 
said the country would be a strong con- 
tender against what he called “India Inc.” If 
it fails, the country would waste another 
golden opportunity to convert its strengths 
into economic benefits. 


Companion 3 
sound system. 


By Charles E. Buban 

O MATTER HOW EXCELLENT 
N the builtin speakers of your 
desktop or laptop may be, 
there will always come a time when 
you will require an external sound 
Source just to get the most out of the 
movie, music, or game you are enjoy- 
ing. 
Ideally, you would opt for a 5.1 sur- 
round sound system. This means you 
have five sound sources: two in front 
(left and right), another two-at the 
left and right rear of the listener and a 
sub-woofer. 

But apart from being expensive 
and a bit overbearing, it won't be ap- 
propriate for your computer that is 
usually located in a confined space 
like your workstation in the’ office ог 
home. 

But of course, there are alterna- 
tives like the two Bose multimedia 
speaker systems that this writer ге- 
cently tested courtesy of Eleksis 
Corp., exclusive distributors of Bose 
audio and video products in the coun- 
чу. 


Closer to experiencing 5.1 
“Bose’s Companion 5 and the sec- 
ond generation Companion 3 let you. 
get closer to experiencing 5.1 sur- 
round sound experience using just 
three sound sources. These speaker 
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systems should appeal 
to those who watch 
movies and play games 
in ahome or office envi- 
ronment,” explained 
Eleksis Corp. president 
Wilson So. 

Priced at P26,500, 
the Companion 5 is a 
21 speaker system, 
which means the pack- 
age comes with two satel- 
lite speakers (each comes 
mounted on a removable 
stand) and one subwoofer 
(called Acoustimass module) that 
could be concealed on the floor or be- 
hind a cabinet. 

Apart from the two speakers, there's 
also another small hockey puck-like 
device that should be їп your table. 

This is the control pod where the 
speaker volume control, single-touch 
mute, headphone jack and an input 
for the МРЗ player is located. 


Sounded awesome 

Although one would be discour- 
aged by the price tag, the Companion 
5 sounded awesome as the system is 
able to make you believe you are sur- 
rounded with several sound sources. 

The key to the Companion 5's 
wide-open sound is Bose’s TrueSpace 
signal processing circuitry. 

“This technology creates a broad 


Playing online games 


IF THE INTERNET HAS 
made the world a smaller 
community 

without bor- 

ders, then wireless. 

technology, or Wi-Fi, 

has made this communi- 

ty accessible literally any- 
time, anywhere—even if 
you're on a beach or on topof. „7 
amountain. 

Now, if two people on re- 
mote parts of the world can ac- 
cess the Internet wirelessly with 
their portable PCs, is it possible 
for two online gamers in different 
comers of the globe to play with 
each other wirelessly even with- 
out using a PC to connect to the 
Internet? 

With todays mind-boggling 
technologies, this scenario is now 
a reality. 

Buffalo Technologies, a Japan 
based firm that designs and de- 
velops wireless network products. 
and storage solutions, has come 
out with a device that allows cy- 
ber gamers to enjoy games online 
and wirelessly even without the 
use of a PC for the Internet con- 
nection. 

Buffalo УЙ 
Gamers (WCA-G) is a 
gaming-centric device 
that supports popular 
gaming consoles such 
as Nintendo Wii, DS, 
DS Lite, Sony PSP and 
Playstation 3. It allows 
users of these gaming 
consoles access online 
games with just the 
push of a button. 

ішіп at the heart 
of the device is Buffa- 
los patented system 
called the AirStation 
One-Touch Secure 
System (AOSS), a feature that 
provides instant connection to the 
Internet and does more, like re- 
membering all security settings 
from the game console website 
and allowing several devices to 
link wirelessly and securely with 
minimal user setup. 

“Тһе Buffalo Wi-Fi Gamers en- 
hances online and wireless gam- 
ing experiences by providing In- 
ternet connection without requir- 
ing the use of a РС) says 
Morikazu Sano, senior vice presi- 
dent of global sales of Buffalo. "Ir 
is the only gaming access point on 
the market that doesn’t have a 
complicated wireless setup.” 

He adds that the advantage of 
the device is that it eliminates the 


‘THE BUFFALO Wi-Fi 
device 


steps for establishing a secure 
wireless connection and it doesn’t 
require a security key after the 
first entry online, thus allowing 
users to start playing online 
games immediately. 

But how does it really work? 
‘The device, which is about the 
size of a deck of playing cards, 
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ївм SYSTEM x3500 
FROM PhP214,000" (7577824) 


ВО5Е5 Companion 5 is engineered to 
deliver the excitement of surround 
sound without the clutter of five 
speakers. 


soundstage that extend beyond the 
desktop speakers whether you've set 
them next to your monitor or placed 
them further apart,” So said. “While 
the: tiny speakers handle the upper 
frequencies, the Acoustimass module 
adds impressive lows. Together they 
give you warm, lifelike sound that 
makes your gaming, musical and 
movie watching experience truly 
great.” 


Smaller package 


Lest we forget, there's another 


more affordable 

package on the Com- 

panion series Ас 

P16,500, Bose's Com- 

panion 3 almost looks like 

its high-end cousin with its 

two satellite speakers (also 

featuring removable stand), 

the hockey puck-like control 

device as well as the con- 

cealable subwoofer. 

Although the 

Companion 3 is much 

smaller, it still packs great bass crystal 

clear highs, especially when the Elek- 

sis staff inserted a CD that played a 
guitar solo.. 

Both Companion models have 
speakers that are magnetically shield- 
ed so that they won't cause monitor 
interference. 

“Just like its high-end counterpart, 
the Companion 3 was designed to be 
simple to use, and user friendly. There 
are no adaptors needed or complicat- 
ed wiring. Just simple USB connec- 
tions and you're ready for a more 
thrilling and lifelike sound,” So as- 
sured. 

Indeed, the two latest multimedia 
speaker systems from Bose should 
rank high on anyone's shopping list. 
These sleek and compact speakers fit 
easily in their surroundings to save 
useful desk space—plus, they look 
greaton your table. 
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existing. 
one’s DSL connection, broadband 
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plugs into an available port on an 


LAN. This is of course 


connection or a Wi-Fi 
device connection (@ 
wireless router). 

Once connected, 
users can connect to 
the Intemet by press- 
ing the “AOSS button” 
оп the device and оп 
the gaming console 
screen (for example 
the screen of Nintendo 
Wii) and they can start 
playing secured online 
games. 

So a child playing 
Nintendo Wii in the 
Philippines can play 
with another child us- 


ing a Nintendo Wii console in the 
US. Its also possible for several 
children with the same game con- 
soles in a neighborhood to play 
the same game even without 
leaving their rooms or backyards. 

The Buffalo Wi-Fi Gamers can 
also manage the different levels 
of support security among the dif- 
ferent gaming consoles, so setting 
up of multiple gaming devices is 
virtually hassle-free. The device 
also has an LCD monitor where 
you can see setup status, AOSS 
status, the wireless network and 
connection status. The recently 
launched device, which retails at 
about $69 to $79 in the US, will 
hit local stores in November. 
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CS First Gen 
; SIGN MAKING =p B hits gov't 


tax on 
natural gas 
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per kilowatt-hour royalties slapped on nat- 
А н ural gas as this can redound to a P1.46-per- 
“heel КЕЗІ kWh savings for industrial customers and a 
огол: 50-centavos-per-kWh rate cut for all other 
КОЗ 84. 7456X 5Р0 consumers. 

400" Printer 74" Printer 54" PrinteriCutter In a presentation to reporters last week, 
First Gen vice president Victor Santos said 
that while other countries in the region 
were subsidizing the use of indigenous fu- 
els in power generation, the Philippines 
was going the other way—heavily taxing 

indigenous natural gas. 

Compared with the 4 centavos per kWh 
that local coal producers had to pay in 
terms of royalties, he said users of natural 
gas had to shell out royalties worth as much 
as P1.46 per kWh. 

The natural gas royalties, he said, was 
seven times more than the 20-centavos-per- 
kWh excise taxes that users of imported 
diesel had to pay and almost nine times the 
ҮПГІН iv —Ó — | 17-centavos-per-kWh that users of imported 

y ҮНІ {| y Ac X ГГ In p bunker oil had to remit to the government. 
ae NC ЕГ “In Indonesia, Thailand, Viemam and 
i b: H Malaysia, domestically used natural gas is 
MM. subsidized, Power cost from our own natural 
1 gas is rendered artificially expensive due to. 
the high royalties to government, he said. 

If these natural gas royalties could be 
scrapped altogether, First Gen president Fed- 
егісо Lopez said customers within the Manila 
Electric Co. franchise area could enjoy savings 
of between 50 centavos and P1.46 per kWh. 

Meralco sources more than a third of its sup- 
ply requirements from the 1,000-megawatt 
(MW) Sta. Rita and 500-MW San Lorenzo gas- 
fired power plants that First Gen owns through 
subsidiary First Gas Power Corp. 

Lopez said the government could choose 

ORE vimm F 4 to scrap the entire P1.46-per-kWh royal- 

se ў Т 157500 ПОЛ 140 cun ПШ = cx would mean а ud ide 

Levitis " "5 is loss of some $600 million, and bank on the 

ITA sedo DERE ГЛ 22125) additional revenues it could generate from 
higher taxes from industries. 

"(The government) can give the entire 
P1.46 back to industries within the Meralco 
franchise area. This will have a higher (gross 
domestic product) effect and the govern- 
ment can also collect more in terms of (val- 
ue-added tax), as industries will have more 
incentive to expand," he explained. 

For all Meralco customers, he said scrap- 
ping the natural gas royalties could trans- 
late to savings of about 50 centavos per 
KWh, with the distribution utility sourcing 
more than a third of its requirements from 
gas-fired power plants 

"These royalties are discouraging the use 
of indigenous, clean fuels. It's a bad policy 
decision. The removal of royalties should 
have been done (a long time ago),” he said. 

“If Presidential Decree No. 87, the source 
of the royalties, can be converted via new 
legislation, this can bring down the royal- 
ties or find a way to plow it back somehow,” 
he added. 


Galoc profit 
to fund future 
exploration 


AUSTRALIAS NIDO PETROLEUM LTD. IS 
allocating its share from the Galoc prospect 
in offshore Northwest Palawan to the de- 
velopment of other oil and gas prospects in 
areas covered by three service contracts. 

In a disclosure to the Australian Stock 
Exchange, Nido deputy managing director 
Joanne Williams said the start of drilling on 
the Galoc prospect, covered by Service Con- 
tract 14C, was important in the “realization 
of Nido’s strategy.” 

Galoc Production Co. (GPC), operator of 
SC 14C, last week started drilling Galoc 3, 
the first well within the petroleum block. 

"This well, together with Galoc 4, targets 
23.5 million barrels of reserves as certified by 
Gaffney, Cline and Associates. Nido's share of 
Galoc production will be approximately 
4,000 barrels of oil per day commencing in 
the first quarter of 2008,” Williams said. 

“With an asset producing significant cash 
flow, the next focus in Nido's strategy is to de- 
velop and execute a significant exploration 
| drilling campaign targeting big-hit potential. 

Galoc production will provide the means to 

mature and explore the world-class acreage of- 

fered by Nido's service contracts 54, 58 and 63 

in the Northwest Palawan Basin,” she added. 

Nido Philippines president JV Emmanuel 

de Dios, a former undersecretary at the De- 

partment of Energy, said government support 

g Wwas instrumental in enabling Nido to start re- 
кимик “ae AGA Sidegretuswon вс here. 

927 EDSA (Southbound) corner GLOBE ASIATIQUE The resurgence of the petroleum indus- 

Quezon Avenue, West Triangle, REALTY HOLDINGS CORPORATION —— | try in the country was likewise a significant 

Quezon City У www.galifestyle.com ~> development, spurred by what was current- 

| lyhappening at Galoc, he added. 
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resto-bar by night 


Car lover earns double profits 
doing things a la ‘Transformers’ 


By Maricar Cinco 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


SAN PEDRO, LAGUNA—ORIGI- 
„nally, Rudy Cinco, 34, had sim- 
iply wanted a car wash center 
Mor himself. But in August, his 
3 Business venture evolved to be- 
{come an auto care shop by day 
Заһда restaurant-bar by night. 
* Cinco's passion for cars made 

him put up Mecono, derived 

„from “mekaniko” (mechanic) 
Тапа “magkano” (how much). 

He remembers driving his 
"first Nissan Sentra car when he 

was 14 years old, cutting back 
in his expenses to save up for 

‘maintenance. He even joined 
1Mymitsuph Eclipse Worx, a саг 
Tracing team, whose members 

are his regular customers. 

In 2003, he partnered with 
his godfather, Bebot de Chavez, 

*t0 put up Mecono as a car wash. 
center. He eventually learned to 
run it on his own, expanding its 
services to exterior and interior 
uto detailing, glass detailing 
and air-conditioning repair. 

Six mechanics work at the 
shop, which is open from 6:30 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Customers aver- 
age around 20 on weekdays, 

+ with some of them coming from 
alamba City, Bicutan, Cavite 
ind Las Piñas City. 

È “Му priority is the quality of 

jervice,” Cinco says. For in- 
stance, a car wash, which nor- 
mally takes 20 to 30 minutes, 
takes an hour at Mecono to en- 
sure that the vehicle comes out 
spotlessly clean. 

At 6 рл, another group of 
` helpers set up the tables, roll 
‘down native blinds to wall up 
Zthefrontarea and transform the 
1зһор into a restaurant. Its main 
{menu of grilled chicken, barbe- 
Žcue and seafood matches the 
"Bohemian lamps for a Boracay- 

themed restobar. 

The restaurant serves until 1 
am. It doubles as а function 
тоот for birthdays or meetings. 

“It's really an all-day, all- 
tight work,” Cinco says. 


Born businessman 

He considers himself a natu- 
‘Yal-born businessman even if he 
took a business management 


course in college. He remem- 
bers that when he was in Grade 
6, he used to hop from one 
house to another in the neigh- 
borhood, selling eggs for an ex- 
tra allowance. 

When he went to college in 
Manila, he picked up passen- 
gers on his way to school for 
some earnings. 

Although the nature of his 
businesses seemed to be in no 
way connected, Cinco said the 
idea was customer-driven. “I 
saw that the customers did not 
have a place to stay while wait- 
ing for their cars to be serviced,” 
he explains. Before, he just put 
a beach umbrella shop to pro- 
vide shade. 

Cinco says the grilling station 
at his restaurant is a franchise 
of Chicken Republic, another 
business with a раппег іп 
Cavite. 

He adds that he has also ven- 
tured into buying and selling 
cars. His wife Judith is an au- 


2 OWNER Rudy Cinco (right) with his staff 


thorized dealer of Claudia and 
Alexus Christy watches. 


Not a bed of roses 

“Not all businesses are a bed 
of roses,” Cinco says, however. 
He recalls that in 2005, one of 
his cars displayed for sale at the 
shop was stolen. Two helpers 
had constantly advanced their 
salaries until they left without 
finishing their contracts, he 
says. 

But the resulting big financial 
losses never hindered his matu- 
rity as a businessman. “It is 
through experience that we 
learn more,” he says. 

Mecono may be an upstart, 
but Cinco says it is growing. He 
opened the restaurant with cap- 
ital coming from the shop and 
has invested in other properties 
and cars through the same 


THERE ARE TWO PATHS TO 
do an anomalous government 
procurement: 

1.Zity-e it! 

2. Use RA 9184 The Pro- 
curement Reform Law 

The first approach we have 
seen in the recent NBN-ZTE 
case where government 
| moved with great haste to 
have the contract-signed with 
the President as a witness and 
then have the contract myste- 
riously disappear. If the cost to 
the Filipino people was not so 
huge one could have a big 
laugh at the comedy of errors 
that the Arroyo administra- 
tion has committed in trying 
to alternately hide and justify 
the ZTE National Broadband 
Network deal. 

In an earlier article, I stated 
that the government did not 
exercise good governance be- 
cause it did not: 

1. Explain why the govern- 
ment NBN is needed. 

2. Did not define what was 
needed. 

3. Did not go through a 
competitive process to deter- 
mine who should be awarded 
| the contract. 

Raul V Fabella and Em- 
manuel de Dios, economics 
professors at the University of 
the Philippines, have written a 
paper “Lacking a Backbone” 
where they convincingly ar- 
gue that there is no need for 
the proposed government 
broadband backbone. 

They pointed out that there 
already are two backbones 
with more than sufficient ca- 
pacity. These are run by PLDT 
and Telephil (a consortium of 
other Telcos like Globe and 
smaller companies). 

They also point out that due 
to the poor performance in the 
communications arena like 
the Barangay Telephone pro- 
ject and the old Bureau of 
‘Telecommunications’ Govern- 
ment Telephone System 
which was noted for its ineffi- 
ciency, the government had 
made it a policy to privatize 
operations that are better han- 
dled by the private sector. 

The Department of Public 
Works and Highways has 
claimed that the project could 
result in savings of about P3 
billion per year. This, however, 
has not been validated. 

Furthermore, the professors 
point out that the government 
should look at savings from a 
national perspective. If it 
builds backbone overcapacity 
the whole country gets more 
inefficient and costs to con- 
sumers of communications 
services will rise. 

If there really was a need 
for a third backbone and a 
government national broad- 
band network, there should 
have been comprehensive 
marketing, economic and en- 
gineering studies to deter- 
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mine exactly what was need- 
ed. Such a study would nor- 
mally take a few years and is 
usually funded by institu- 
tions like the World Bank, 
ADB, etc These studies 
would be the basis for the 
preparation of a RFP (request 
for proposals). 

Secretary Leandro Men- 
doza implicitly admitted that 
there was no design and engi- 
neering studies when he said 
that ZTE would design and 
build the system. He in effect 
entered into a $329-billion 
contract not knowing what 
ZTE would deliver. 

AHI is frequently referred to 
as the other bidder. This is er- 
roneous. One can't conduct a 
bid when there is no clear def- 
inition of the work to be done. 
Understandably many parties 
in this project are in a hurry to 
get their slice of the ZTE-NBN 
deal, after all the 2010 elec- 
ton is just two-and-a-half 
years away. 

Now let me point out how 
the same corrupt results could 
be achieved by going through 
the motions of an honest bid 
under RA 9184, the so-called 
“Procurement Reform Law” 
that needs to be reformed. 

RA 9184 provides that for 
the procurement of goods and 
infrastructure projects, only 
bidders who meet the techni- 
cal and documentary require- 
ments shall be considered for 
financial evaluation. 

The bidders who passed the 
initial requirements shall have 
their prices calculated and the 
bidder with the lowest calcu- 
lated price will win the bid. 

So RA 9184 could save the 
government billions of pesos, 
right? Wrong! 

Section 36 of RA 9184 pro- 
vides for a single calculat- 
ed/rated and responsive bid- 
der to get the award. RA 9184 
differs from past procurement 
laws and rules because it man- 
dates “pass or fail” criteria for 
evaluation instead of weight- 
ed scoring and it provides fora 
single bidder award, whereas 
іп the past there was a re- 
quirement to have at least 
three eligible bidders. 

How would Comelec Com- 
missioner Benjamin Abalos be 
able to make ZTE win by fol- 
lowing RA 9184? 

Very easy. Remember the 
election automation scandal? 

The Comelec imposed the 
following pass or fail criteria: 

1. The voting machine 
should have been used in an 
election with at least 20 mil- 
lion voters. 


Two paths to anomalous 
government procurement 


This requirement eliminat- 
ed almost all bidders. There 
are no elections with more 
than 20 million voters in the 
United States, Europe, Japan 
and even India. Mega Pacific 
qualified because its Korean 
supplier used the machines in 
the Korean presidential elec- 
tions with more than 20 mil- 
lion voters. Another bidder 
qualified because it did the 
presidential elections in Brazil. 

2. They also required that 
the machine should have been 
manufactured for at least 5 
years. 

This gave the Koreans who 
had old machines an edge. 
They did not have to compete 
with Japanese or European 
vendors with newer, faster, 
lower cost machines. 

Mendoza could probably 
have learned a thing or two 
from the aborted Assault Rifle 
Bid in the Armed Forces. 

The local partner of the Bel- 
gian ЕМ rifle manufacturer al- 
most won the “Assault Rifle” bid 
at about P500,000 per rifle. 

The service commanders 
who favored lower-priced as- 
sault rifles were surprised that 
competing bidders with lower 
cost and better suited assault 
rifles were eliminated. 

How was that done? 

Someone in the headquar- 
ters Bid and Award Commit- 
tee inserted an innocent look- 
ing requirement that: 

The rifle should be both 
magazine and belt fed. 

If the evaluation was done 
using weighted scoring, this 
requirement would not have 
fatal effects. 

The Belgian FN rifle with 
both magazine and belt feed 
would get a higher score, say 
10 points, on the feed mecha- 
nism criteria and others with 
no belt feed could get 7 
points. 

But RA 9184 provides for 
“pass or fail” criteria so the 
Belgian FN rifle passed. Other 
rifles which could have been 
more suitable for the job have 
no belt feed hence they did 
not qualify to bid. The award 
‘was almost made to the single 
qualified bidder who had a 
magazine and belt fed rifle. 

If the NBN project were to 
proceed under the provisions 
of RA 9184, Abalos and Men- 
дога could easily put up a few 
“pass or fail” criteria that 
would eliminate everyone else 
other than ZTE. 

Thope that Congress finally 
realizes the need to fix some 
glaring flaws in the Procure- 
ment Reform ? Law. 

(The article reflects the per- 
sonal opinion of the author and 
does not reflect the official 
stand of the Management Asso- 
ciation of the Philippines. The 
author is president of Systems 
Sciences Consult Inc. Feedback 
‘at mapsec@globenet.com.ph.) 
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it over 1,000 sq.m., itwill showcase Jun C. Joaquin Jr., general manag- rand 
Robinsons Appliances vi! aray oi qally productaterotabiconeApplanas ses BAF Brand milk 
opens flagship store affordable prices with value added their newest store carries abroad education campaign 
ROBINSONS APPLIANCES’ FLAG- services for its customers. range of appliances to suit the fast- NESTLE PHILIPPINES INC. (NPI), 
ship store Is set to open at the As ап opening promotion, paced business and lifestyle needs 
Robinsons Galleria on Oct. 19, Robinsons Appliances will be giv- — ofthe market. 


BATANGAS 
Gov. Vilma 
Santos-Recto 


with Dr. Jesus 
headed by its chair and CEO Nan- j Inciong of the 


du Nandkishore, recently h NFP (left) and 
bringing to 15 its number of ing away 50 Asahi stand fan forev- Considered one of the country's launched Year 2 of its nationwide y Nestlé officials 


branches nationwide. Occupying ery purchase ofa major appliance. leading and most progressive milk education advocacy cam- y led by chair and 
home-office appliance retailers, paign called Bear Brand Laki Sa t T CEO Nandu 
Robinsons Appliances offers ће Gatas, in cooperation with the Nu- ы 7 Nandkishore 
latest models in audio-video trition Foundation of the Philip- | (@ndfromleft). 
equipment and other majorappli- ріпе at the Bauan East Central 
ances. ‘School in Batangas, with Gov. Vil- ers conducted by a registered nutri- the country, Nandkishore said. 

It also makes available Warran- та Santos-Recto, concurrently  tionist-dietitian, complemented by The 2003 Food Consumption 
ty Max for customers, whichex- Bear Brand Laki Sa Gatas endors- interactive games for children. Survey of the Food and Nutrition 
tends warranty service from date ег, as guest of honor. The advocacy campaign hopes Research Institute showed that 
of purchase from two to five. ‘The launch was highlighted bya о help address nutritional deficien- the average Filipino child is drink- 

* years. Italso offers the Replace- earning activity on food sources i- cies which, partly, are due tothe ing less than one glass of milk a 
AROBINSONS Appliances store ment Advantage Plan. бей "бо, Grow and Glow” for moth- decreasing milk consumption in | day. 


With MetroCar Great Rates Sale, 

get special rates, plus quick loan processing 
and approval for purchase of brand new cars.* 
For more information, visit your nearest 
Metrobank branch now! 


Promo runs from 


October 3 to November 30, 2007. 


For details, please call our Consumer Lending offices nationwide: 

METRO MANILA (02) 698-8540 / (02) 898-8577 / (02) 898-8520 / (02) 898-8943 / (02) 896-8537 - CEBU 
(032) 253-9823 / (032) 253-8738 - CALAMBA (049) 834-1598 / (02) 888-6429 - URDANETA 
(075) 568-7414 | (075) 624-2836 - DAVAO (082) 222-8771 / (082) 300-5821 - CAGAYAN DE ORO 
(088) 857-7792 | (088) 857-1790 + BACOLOD (034) 433-8816 / (034) 709-9145 - ILOILO (033) 508-3752 
(033) 336-3956 - PAMPANGA (045) 861-1577 / (045) 961-1575 


See flyers for details. Per DTLNCR Permit No. 3471, Series of 20 


акен е екен ее а te 


www.metrobank.com.ph 


Over 800 domestic and international branches, offices and subsidiaries, Head Office: Metrobank Plaza, Sen. Gil J. Puyat Ave., Makati City 


Member of the Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation. Deposits insured up to 250,000 per depositor. 


A proud member of әуре Mif 
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Up to P30,000 TOYOTA SAVINGS PLUS 


be used for accessories, chattel mortgage, LTO registration, discounts of TFS Financing Packages. "^: 


PZ ‚547 : monthly payment 


For specific financing terme ont 2 То celebrate Toyota's achievement of sellin 500,000 vehicles, Buyers are entitled to 
"price for 10% down payment on jvanza 1.5 Manual Weare gen you the chance 1o be one cf ky winners ol опе (1) rattle coupon 
‘Applicable for 50% down payment on Avanza 1.5 G Manual. * Я for every vehicle bought. 
GP TOYOTA Valid И down payment and monthly amortization is paid in full f f Draw date is on 
{ Financing is subject to TFS approval . ; [5 November 9, 2007. 
Other financing packages are also available fof Avanza 1.5 G Aütomatio и ea ona 73128 
Promo period is Кот October 3 to 31, 2007. See flyers for details. РегОТ-МСЯ Permit No. 4906 Series of 2007 жатама it оон аки з ток ee bs Peo Pana Ned Seres ot 2007 
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UP prof promotes ‘harmless agriculture’ 


By Niña Catherine Calleja "D want to prove to my stu- tothe environment. 
Bay, Laguna dents thatwhatIkeepontelling Ніз green garden has nottast- 
them in class is feasible,” Men- ей any chemical fertilizers and 
N AGRICULTURE ozasays. pesticides. Even weeds are al- 
Асе at the Ніз family consumes the lowed to grow with the plants, 


iit yields of his farm and gives the except on the new plants. 
‘University of the excess to his colleagues and 


Philippines at Los Bafios jhbors. "Weed farming" 
(UPLB) tends a 1,500- "Thisfarmonlydemonstrates | "This is what I call weed 
square-meter farm in Bay how to live simply while pro- farming. Many people are 
town, Laguna, where or- tecing the environment,” he afraid of weeds. But they just 
ganic farming is com- 59 дағ SEEN teens сыш 
pletely applied to “con- Practical farm If grown and cut, weeds can 
tribute to the environ- Mendoza started exploring be good fertilizer of the soil, һе 
ment's wellness." his front and backyard two adds, but he pulls out weeds for 
Ted Mendoza, 53, a Ph.D., yearsago. new plants. 
wakesupatabout4a.m.tolook ^ For30yearsnow,hehasbeen Не says it is also helpful if 
after his more than 50 kinds of teaching at UPLB and living cropsin the farm are diversified 1 & 7 >; 
crops. with his wife Bernadette, abio- | "There is no limit on how 3 PAS oh xs аға, NP 362 
He says he сап по longer ogy professor and his three many crops you plant. Only ІР SU AN ATO A УЕ rid E Ба Nr 
keep track of the number of or- children in Bay. your creativity and imagination ESA BA SIS e te MES 
mamental plants һе has grown А son of a farmer, Mendoza сап limit you,” he says. tayo ricer с ya 
because he Keeps on propagat- says heisa farmerbyheartand  Eventhe golden snails, which лаја і ат which һе сай “ргееп forest” as CALLINA SOUMEN LUZON 
ing new seeds. teaching is a sideline. the farmers consider as pest, S AN 2 
Ж юге Jam, he goes toUP- He says that he felt the need should not be Killed and pulled Pull and нек ee Ee ii eae 
LB for his lectures on crop sci- to have his own organic farm to ut ofthe farm because“thereis 8201905. The microorganisms и is second hond informa Ж, 
apa * actas the compost activator. | based on second-hand informa- à 
exce nd ecological agticcitire. “walk the talk in &umiqueandproduciveway Of Буе the pig he is raising is tion. The best way to teach is 
His farm, where he brings his Mendoza, in his clases, im. living with the golden snail,” he Legen Kei iO pate ип бо онал 
students ‘once during а cessantly criticizes the use ОҒ says, 5 nic.” — wit Я 
Semester is the extension of his chemical fertilizers and pest "Through raising ducks, pro. ,, Mendoza’s pig named “pogi” thing that I say in class because 
teaching work. cides, saying these cause harm liferation of snail in the farm is Бес That is why the pigpen is able and beneficial,” he claims. 
тюрген: odorless, he says. He is currently conducting 
“Pick duck eggs instead of Не started from conventional experiments оп јаторһа, 
er nes feeding to test the water but lat- known as tuba-tuba, which are 
He stresses that farmersneed er on, explored organic feeding. said to be good source of alter- 
to be creative on how to trans- solving environment prob- native fuel. 
form problem to opportunities. Jems is a global action but it Mendoza has doubts on 
i fri should start from our own claims of jatropha being a 
Environment-friendly homes, he says, and goes on source of biofuel. 
Chemical fertilizers and pes- showing how his house con- “Ном can we produce so 
ticides, according to many re- serves water and electricity many jatropha fruits? We need 
cent studies, have largely con- through the rainwater basins up to 1,500 seeds of jatropha to 
tributed to greenhouse gas connected to their faucet and produce per kilo (liter of ой ex- 
сера Áo the airvent that minimizestheir tracted), and one fruit has 
Many scientists have been use of electric fans. roughly three seeds, so you 
warning the public that agricul- не brags that their energy need about 500 fruits more or 


tural practices affect global pijlshave been reduced to half. less,” he says. 
warming, which in turn has а ‘Apart from doing experi- 


huge impact on agriculture and Experiment field ments, Mendoza also trains 
food systems. Mendoza says he treats his farmers from nearby towns on 

“If farmers would engage in farm as his experiment field. organic farming practices. 
organic farming, the contribu- Even without funding, һе keeps Не keeps on encouraging 
tion to greenhouse gases could оп doing experiments on crops farmers to venture into organic 
bezero,” he says. and propagating new varieties farming. He says some farmers 

To produce fertilizer from ofseeds. in his neighborhood now prac- 
compost, Mendoza combines With a number of publica- tice рагйу organic and partiy 
biodegradable wastes with rice tions, Mendoza was conferred conventional. 


There’s money in hybrid rice farming 


By Amy R. Remo most usually find their way to 
informal lenders, who would 
IT ТООК A LOT OF GUTS FOR charge usurious rates as high as 
Nueva Ecija farmer Felino Jojo” 35 percent. 
Garcia Jr. to try his hand in hy- ^ For his part, Garcia said he 
brid rice farming in 2001. started farming as early as 13 
After all, with his three chil- years old just so he can help his 
dren and wife to feed, Garcia parents till the family-owned 
could not take chances with land in Mabini, Sto. Domingo, 
technology and start planting а Nueva Ecija to send his other 
new rice variety. siblings to college. 
Не һай toensurethathis1.3- “I barely made it out of high 
hectare plot, where he plants school because of poverty,” he 
inbred rice variety, would yield recounts. 
at least 80 to 90 sacks a hectare. And until recently Garcia 
For all his efforts, Garcia thought he was headed to live 
would only earn P15,000 to the life of his parents all over 
P25,000 a hectare. again. 
“Т thought that was enough 
then,” he said. Better way 
aes After he got married, Garcia 
Hard farming life looked for and found a better 
‘The 37-year-old farmer re- way to earn a living from rice 
lates that back then, life was farming. 
very hard, with earnings from In 2001, Garcia learned 
one harvest hardly enough to about hybrid rice and how it 
buy farm implements for the was increasing farm yields and 
next planting season. filling the pockets of fellow 
‘Add to this the cost of main- farmers bold enough to try the 
taining a household and sending new technology. 
seven children to school, hesays. Вас then, the Department of 
То make ends meet, Garcia Agriculture's Ginintuang had started a pilot ке ейи A : 
"E rogram 2 8, upto MMPC has now grown to have unit, a flatbed dryer, manual 
recalled that his parents would Masaganang Ani Rice Program hybrid rice, which ‘ically en- harvesting.” P'O s2membersunderitscluster. harvester, platform balance, 
tailed a 100-percent seed subsidy. “I am proud of what I have “All our membersarenowen- and moisture meter. 

For farmers, this was а big achieved and I wanted to thusiastic about the new rice Two units of rice thresher are 
help since seeds per 20-kilo bag spread the blessing,” hesays. technologies being promoted being installed in a 4,000- 
could cost anywhere between by the Department of Agricul- square-meter lot owned by the 
P2,000 and P3,000. Model cluster ture,” Garcia said. cooperative members. 

Garcia tried his luck and suc- Thus, in 2005, Garcia had Garcia is likewise thankful Тһе ongoing project is being 
ceeded far beyond his expecta- helped put up the Bagong for the continuous support of funded by National Agricultural 
tions. Buhay ng Mabini Multi-Purpose the Department of Agriculture's Business Corp. 

And as far as Garcia is con- Cooperative (BBMMPC) in GMA Rice program to hybrid Yap said these post harvest 
сетей, "there is, indeed, mon- Nueva Ecija. farmers. drying facilities will lessen 
ey in hybrid rice." Considered to date as one of ^ Undertheprogram,ricefarm- palay losses and improve the 

5 themodelhybridriceclustersin ers get seed subsidy, free batch- productivity of the cooperative. 
Increased yield the country the BBMMPC has type rice dryer developed bythe “Тһе government believes 

Ina span of six years, Garcia more than 200 hectares of rice Philippine Rice Research Insti- that our farmers, given the 
was able to expand his lotto 12 field planted to hybrid rice for tute, aswellascredit support. | proper assistance, could be- 
hectares, which would yield ап this dry cropping season. To complement these pro- come true engines of growth 
average of 200 cavans a Planting hybrid rice enabled jects, the National Irrigation Ad- and our partner in achieving 
hectare. these farmers to harvest as much ministration repairs and rehabil- ош goal of becoming self-suffi- 

On good days, Garcia notes as 170 to 240 cavans a hectare, itates farm-to-market roads. cient in rice,” said Yap. 
that his farm can even yield up higher than their usual output of “We also welcome the agri- Не added that the DA will al- 
to 246 sacks or 13.8 tons а 100-120cavansperhectare.Each culture department's assistance so give BBMMPC two units of 
hectare, pushing his income to сауап holds 56 kilos. to our cooperative, which we flatbed dryer with biomass fur- 
as much as P97,000. This translates to an increase believe could further increase пасе to prepare for this coming 

On top of what hybrid rice in profit to about P50,000 to ourrice yields and earnings,”he harvest season. 

PRIME farming had done to him, Gar- P90,000 а hectare from the pre- says. Flatbed dryers meanwhile 
AMMAN cia notes hybrid rice cultivation vious low of P15,000 to Recently, Agriculture Secre- were installed last September 
also "helps the country in gen- P20,000. tary Arthur C. Yap awarded BB- by PhilRice and Bureau of 
erating more jobs because it From having only 31 mem- MMPC with post harvest drying Postharvest Research and Ex- 

needs manpower for pulling bersin theircooperative, the BB- facilities that included rice mill tension. 
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THE 20-HA prime leisure destination and residential complex sb Resorts, Estates and Spa. THE RISE of internationally competitive tourist destinations illustrates the rapid revival of the province. 


By Jaymee T. Gamil 
Photos by Niño Jesus Orbeta 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


LEGAZPI CITY—MOMENTARILY SET 
back by the typhoons that hit Albay province 
T SUZU 
and is now in full swing at the Misibis Resorts, 
Estates and Spa, a 20-hectare prime leisure 
destination and residential complex in the 
nearby Cagraray Island that offers white sand 
beaches, pristine and peaceful surroundings 
and a breathtaking view of the Sula Channel. 

"The complex, a project of the Misibis Land 
Inc, will formally open during the third quar- 
ter of next year, to coincide with the soft 
launch of its sister project, the Embarcadero, 
according to Salvador Ludovice, corporate 
‘communications specialist of the Sunwest 
Group of Companies. 

‘The Embarcadero is another world-class 
destination in the Bicol Region being put up by 
the MLI in Legazpi City’s Port District, which 
aims to transform the area into a chic bayfront 
‘commercial, recreational and information 
technology complex, Ludovice added. 

‘Already tagged as a Triple Class A resort and 
the third tourism economic zone in the coun- 


try the Misibis Resorts has already achieved . 
‘world recognition and has accommodated ers, 11265 
‘VIPs even before it has publicly opened. } 


“There are even plans for the resorttohosta | 3 
visit from the 2007 Miss Earth contestants this 3 
кз to be given away 
‘Misibis Lots Phase I have already been sold 
out, but more inventories have been made 
available with the launch of Phase II last April. PL 
Roads have been networked across the ез- 
tate, while six duplex- and triplex-type villas y 
have been completed. ^ 
More villas are under construction along enjoy y to % 000 
with a clubhouse, an activity center and a re- т 


ception area—all of which are located near the. 


beach front. à 1 x 
is колу. puto fol dee род | Isuzu All-Out Perks* 

are also complete, giving the estate a lush and 

relaxing layout. ы 

The overhaul in partners have brought 

Еа A and Freebies, 
the Misibis Resorts, with the initial Spanish- 
Mediterranean design taken in for a more ap- 
propriate Asian-Tropical concept, which will 
highlight the natural resources in the locality 


кыз аор | | 100 RAFFLE PRIZES 


In its vision to be a self-sustaining estate, (5 winners per authorized ISUZU Dealer) 
Misibis Resorts have taken intó account the ac- 


cording development of its host island. 20 TOSHIBA LAPTOPS 

Not only will it put the Cagraray Island on 20 CANON IXUS 75 
the world tourist map, the project will also 20 PSP PLAYSTATION SLIM 
generate employment for the immediate com- 20 IPOD SHUFFLE 
munities, Ludovice said. Raffle Prizes + All-Out Perks’ + Premium Нет 

‘The remote island will also become more 20 PALHONE TUNGSTEN 
accessible, with the МЫ facilitating the con- ~ EE ч 
struction of road networks around the island, 
and preparing landing areas for air transport 
Sart ab one далы enl 5а Rush to your nearest Isuzu dealer and get а 

Ns кестенін ene инки wall иө be chance to win 1 of 5 exciting prizes іп апу 
provided in the form of hydroelectric plants = of isuzu's authorized dealers nationwide 
and windmills, which will power not only the \ 
Misibis Resorts but also the entire island. кекке ven бем OCC US Ss DIC t аа 

Both the Misibis Resorts, Estates and Spa у 
and the Embarcadero are targeted to be 
opened to the public on "888," auspicious 
shorthand for August 8, 2008. 

‘Around this time last year, Albay was hard 
hit by the consecutive Supertyphoons "Rem- 
ing" and “Milenyo,” But the rise of internation- 
ally competitive tourist destinations here illus- 
trates the rapid revival of the province. 

"Whenever investors and tourists visit Bicol, 
theyre always surprised to see how fast we are 
recovering," said Vitaliano Ubaldo Jr, project = сезімі. HH H i " UNO MD 
‘manager for both MLI projects. 5 ( 3 
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* Every purchase of any Isuzu vehicle during ho promo period shal be ented to an Isuzu Premium lem. 

* Every purchase of any Isuzu vehicle during the promo period shall have a chance lo win any ono ofthe 5 rafle prizes earmarked for Isuzu's 20 dealers 
atoll of 100 rafte tems al stake 
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BECAUSE YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS TO BE 


BACK UP 


AND RUNNING WHEN DISASTER STRIKES! 


Ensure your data never goes missing with HP StorageWorks. It offers a comprehensive range of solutions such as the HP StorageWorks Tape 
backup for the highest level of data protection, including free Data Protector Express (ОРХ)* * backup software, for complete end-to-end 
business protection. It also offers complementary Disk Backup solutions, which help your business shorten its backup and recovery time. 
Giving you business continuity and minimum downtime, potentially saving you thousands of dollars and manhours. So protect your business 
with HP StorageWorks today and ensure that you are able to recover when disaster strikes. 


HP STORAGEWORKS 
DAT USB TAPE DRIVE 


HP STORAGEWORKS 
ULTRIUM TAPE DRIVE 


— 27 


| НР STORAGEWORKS 
| 1/8 G2 TAPE AUTOLOADER 


М512024 TAPE LIBRARY 


ron P-48,500* 


“Соя effective business protection for SMBs 
with lowest media price 

Available in DAT160, DAT72 and 04740 
configurations 

Up to 160GB of storage capacity on a single 
сапйбае* 
+ Up to SOGB/hr data transfer rate* 

Available in internal, external rackmount 
configurations 
+ Available in SCSI and plug-and-play USB2.0 
Interfaces 

‘Supports One-Button Disaster Recovery (OBDR) 
Includes Free Data Protector Express (DPX) 
‘Single Server Edition 


* Vat Excluded 


1-800-1441-6688 
or (632) 867-3557 
ph.contact@hp.com 


| om P-235,000* 


Ultimate business protection using HP 
Ultrium technology 

Available in 1701840, 110960, 110920, 
110460, 110448 and (10232 configurations. 
Up to 1.618 of storage capacity on a single 
cortidge* 

Up to B64G8/hr data transfer rate* 
Available in internal, external, rackmount 
configurations 

Available іп 3GB/s SAS and SCSI interfaces. 
Supports One-Button Disaster Recovery 
(OBDR) 

Includes Free Data Protector Express (DPX) 
Singe Server Edition 


‘©2007 Hewlett-Packard Development Company, LP The HP Contact Canter Is азайаме Mondays Ira Fndays 8:30AM to 5.30 PM. 


[оп P280,000* 


‘Automated weekly backup with 1 drive to 8 
cartridge slots 

‘Available іп 110920, 10448 and 110232 
configurations. 

Up to 6.478 of storage capacity* 

Up to 432GB/hr data transfer rate* 
‘Available in tabletop ог 1U rackmount 
configurations 

‘Available in 3GB/s SAS and SCSI interfaces. 
Web based Remote management capability 
Includes Free Data Protector Express (DPX) 
Single Server Edition 


Complement your highly secure weekly 
backup with HP StorageWorks Virtual Library 
‘System (4151000) for faster daily backup 
and recovery in a Gigabit Ethernet LAN 
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From P-410,000* 


Automated backup with а 24-cartidge slot 
tape library 

Avallable in 1101840, 170960, 110920 and 
110448 configurations 

Up to 38.418 of storage capacity* 

Up to 864G8/hr data transfer rate* 
‘Avaliable in tabletop or 2U rackmount 
Configurations 

Available in FC, 3GB/s SAS and SCSI interfaces 
"Web based Remote management capability 
Upgrade from one to two Ultrium 920 or 
448 drives 
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‘Complement your highly secure weekly backup 
with HP StorageWorks Virtual Library System 
(VLS6000) for faster daily backup and recovery 
їп а complex SAN environment 
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Market bul ish 
on Avant 


| ‘Own a unit at Avant at The Fort 
with prices starting at 
P 11,650.00/month* 


"The low DP scheme for a 385a m. studio unit. 
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Demand for Prime Green on the rise 


Don’t miss out on the opportunity to own a unit at Avant at The Fort, 
perhaps the last remaining prime green living space in Bonifacio 
Global City’s Crescent Park West. 


AVANT 


AT THE FORT 


Call 838 0558 е 837 3851 


THIS area in Legazpi City, fronting 
the Albay Gulf, will 
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Commercial, 


ІТ hub to rise 
in Legazpi 


port area 


By Jaymee T. Gamil 


spanning 2,000 square meters 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


along the city pier, will be trans- 
formed into a waterfront com- 
mercial, recreational and infor- 
mation technology complex. 

To be unveiled next year as 
the Embarcadero, it will pro- 
vide a comprehensive array of 
services catering to a broad 
market, regardless of economic 
status and lifestyle, while pre- 
serving an upscale atmosphere 
through the architectural de- 
sign envisioned by a foreign 
consultant. 

‘The building plan is now be- 
ing carried out by Sunwest Con- 
struction & Development Corp. 

‘The Embarcadero will stretch 
across 2.5 hectares, composed 
of nine expansive structures 
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LEGAZPI CITY—IT IS EASY TO 
imagine how picturesque it 
would be to have a lifestyle cen- 
teralonga baywalk—easier still 
to imagine its potential as a 
commercial hub and tourist at- 
traction. 

But how easy is it to imagine 
опе such place in a typhoon- 
stricken province? 

For Misibis Land Inc, it 
doesn't pose a problem at all as 
it braved the challenge and set 
off to pioneer another world- 
class destination in Bicol. 

This city’s Port District locals 
have little idea that by this time 
next year, the five-month-old 
construction site currently 
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IN THE WORLD OF DIAMONDS, THERE ARE THOSE THAT ARE RARE.:. 


ONE OF A KIND. 
IN URBAN DWELLING. 


О. Arellano St., San juan City 


LAS VERANDAS IN ADDITION HILLS, 

SAN JUAN IS A UNIQUE BLEND 

ОЕ OLD AND NEW. OF HISTORY 

AND MODERNISM. A RARE FIND 
OF GREAT VALUE. 


іп real estate parlance, San Juan is 
considered among the prime areas 
in Metropolitan Manlla- An 
rightly зо. San Juan Б ích in history 
being the home of Pinaglabanan 
Church. Itis also the birthplace 

of some of Manila's most illustrious 
families their ancestral homes are a 
lassi showcase of charmed Iving 
Today. Addition Hills in San juan 
offers the best of both worlds 
Remnants of old world eleg 
abound. But it is abundant 

in urban necessities - schools, 
churches, hospitals, supermarkets, 
malls, Ifestyie centers. 


3rd floor, 399 Enzo Building, 
Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City 
Telephone numbers 
(632) 890-6265 / 890-6326 
Ғах: (632) 896-3069 
Mobile No.: 0905-2993104 
Email: lasverandas@teamibc.com.ph 


А Comunidades Property Development of 
A 


For announcement purposes only 


MORE PRECIOUS.” 


LAS VERANDAS IS А CUT ABOVE THE REST. 


THE COMUNIDADES “АТ COST 
CONCEPT HAS CONSISTENTLY 
PROVEN ITSELF AS THE MOST 
INNOVATIVE APPROACH TO PRIVATE 
OWNERSHIP OF PRIME PROPERTY. 


TODAY, LAS VERANDAS IS YOUR 
"AT COST”, SAFEST, EASIEST AND 
MOST AFFORDABLE ALTERNATIVE 
ТО QWNING PRIME PROPERTY. 


Consider these benefits 
“AT COST" - The developer's ptofit 
margin is eliminated, affording you 
with invaluable savings. 
SAFEST INVESTMENT - Your 30% 
capital contribution аз an investor 
сез directly to a bank escrow 
‘account їп your name and earns 
interest for you. 
EASIEST TERMS - No prohibitive 
monthly payments on the 70% 
loan.balance as only interest on 
а percent of accomplishment basis 
is required. c 
+ MOST AFFORDABLE - Functionally- 
sized “at cost" units are designed 
to fit your family's every need. 


Aer. 


VERANDA 


LAS VERANDAS OFFERS ABOVE 
STANDARD FEATURES AND 
AMENITIES TO COMPLEMENT 
YOUR LIFESTYLE. 


LAS VERANDAS is Indeed a cut above 
the rest. Limited nümber of units, only 
32, are being offered. . Each unit 
boasting of more space than the usual 

- Floor area ranging from 87 to 134 sqm. 
Have your cholce of 2 or 3 bedroom units 
їп a low density managed environment. 


FEATURES / AMENITIES OF BUILDING 
‘Stand By Generators 

+ 24-Hour Water Supply 
Guests Receiving Area 

«Parking Slots for Guests 

+ Landscaped Gardens 

* Roof Deck Swimming Pool 
Multi-purpose Function Area 

2 2 Passenger Elevators 

+ Closed-circuit Security TV System 

* Fire Protection (smoke detectors 
& sprinklers)» 

+ Centralized Refrigerated Garbage 
Storage System £ 


CONDOMINIUM UNITS. 

+ Ceramic Tile Flooring for the living. 
dining, kitchen, laundry area, maid's room 
Wood Parquet Flooring for all’ ` 
the bedrooms. 

Painted Finish for the walls and ceiling 

+ Laminated Modular Kitchen Cabinets. 
with countertop and sink 
Provision for air-conditioning units 
Telephone, САТУ/МАТУ ready 
Housephones in all units. 

Complete tollet & bath with water heater 
Parking per condominium unit 


- Las Verandas . 


А RARE FIND. 
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Commercial, IT hub to rise in Legazpi port area 


MOTHERCARE, a 
British retailing 
store for parents 
and parents-to-be, 
formally opens at 
Shangri-La Plaza 
Mall. Diahann 
Mella, president of 
Saiglobal Inc., 
welcomes guests. 
and members of 
the media during 
the launch, 


Newsprint will never do justice to the perfect brilliance, 
clarity and vivid color that is 5КҮУ/ОЕТН. 


Experience it personally. 


Visit our partners’ showrooms to 
discover what true visual pleasure 
is all about. 


Introducing 


as 


L16 Series 101 Series 103 Series 
32,37" and 42" 20" 20” 


118 Series 
26", 32" and 37" 


Available at: 
SM Appliance Center, Anson's, Western Marketing, Automatic Center, Robinson's Appliance,. 
Ambassador Appliance, Worldwide, Saver's Mart, and other leading appliance stores nationwide. 


Exclusive distributor inthe Philippines? 
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THEEMBARCADERO 
will providea 
comprehensive 

array of services 

able to cater toa 
broad market. 


facing а panoramic view of Albay Gulf and 
the world-renowned Mayon Volcano. 

A four-level mall will be built which will 
house specialty shops, restaurants, hotels, 
spas, bars, a supermarket, gaming and In- 
ternet hubs, and even an 800-seat call cen- 
ter which will be in operation round the 
clock. 

Six other buildings, with one to two 
floors each, will be lined with walk-in retail 
stores and bistros. 

“МШ specifically aims to bring in estab- 
lishments currently without branches in 
Legazpi City or nearby areas,” said Sal- 
vador Ludovice, corporate communications 
specialist of Sunwest Group of Companies. 

A spacious open-air activity plaza will be 
the centerpiece of Embarcadero, which will 
provide a venue for conventions, expos, 
trade fairs, concerts and other large events, 
while still giving way to food stalls, kiosks 
and rest benches around the periphery. 

Patrons can also opt to simply enjoy the 
sea breeze: strolling, biking, rollerblading, 
or just taking photos of the coastal view 
along the baywalk and wooden boardwalks 
fringing the premises. 

A 30-meter lighthouse will also be con- 
structed to punctuate the international im- 
pression envisioned by the MLL 

Once site development is finished, water 
sports will also figure in the plan, with MLI 
looking into providing diving, sailing and 
snorkeling services. 

With abundant beaches, rich coral for- 
mations and even sunken galleons in and 
around the Legazpi City coast, Embar- 
cadero will prove rewarding for aquatic en- 
thusiasts 


Jump-off point 

Embarcadero will also serve as the 
“jump-off point" to other tourist destina- 
tions in the province. 

The MLI plans to offer cruise boat rides, 
island hopping, and tours to attractions 
such as the Mayon Volcano, the historic 
Cagsawa Ruins, and the Lignon Hill and 
cave—all but а 20- to 30-minute ride away 
from the Legazpi City Port District. 

It will also serve as a means to reach 
МИЗ first brainchild in the Bicol Region, 
the Misibis Resorts, Estates & Spa, a near- 
completed high-end resort and residential 
area on the remote Cagraray Island off Al- 
bay. 

Vitaliano Ubaldo Jt., project manager for 
both MLI projects, said the initial invest- 
ment for the Embarcadero cost around 
P450 million to P500 million for the current 
construction of Phase 1, or the first three 
buildings, alone. 

With the influx of tourism and economic 
benefits it will generate, the Embarcadero 
is also looking to be the “jump-off point” for 
the progress of the immediate community, 

It is foreseen to create a thriving business 
climate and a steady source of income for 
the local government, while opening thou- 
sands of livelihood opportunities for near- 
by residents. 

"The 800-seat call center that will operate 
on eight-hour shifts can bring in 2,400 jobs, 
while the shops and bistros can open around 
3,400 jobs, equivalent to about P400 million 
to P450 million job wage per year 


Hazard-resistant 

Although dynamic in concept, the water- 
front structure will still prove solid and safe 
from typhoons, earthquakes and floods, 
project engineer Jerry Beja said. 

“The Embarcadero will have typhoon-re- 
sistant buildings. It stands on a rock base, 
and will be elevated 80 meters from the 
natural ground line,” he said. 

The baywalk will also act as an inclined but 
elevated seawall. According to Beja, 500 me- 
ters more of the shoreline needs to be re- 
claimed for Phase Ш of the construction. 

Ubaldo said the project is 23-percent 
completed, adding that by March of next 
year, seven of the nine buildings of Embar- 
cadero would have been completed. 

The soft launch of Embarcadero is set to 
be held simultaneously with the opening of 
its sister project, the Misibis Resorts, Es- 
tates & Spa, during the third quarter of next. 
year, Ludovice said. 

The 20-hectare prime leisure destination 
and residential complex in nearby Cagraray 
Island offers white sand beaches, pristine 
and peaceful surroundings and a breath- 
taking view of the Sula Channel. 
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NATUROPATH Farida Sharan with Perla Rempe: 
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Raving about Palawan's Malacapao resort and Readers’ 


Choice of The Farm at San Benito as Best Spa of the 
Philippines and Best Spa Cuisine menu. 


MIKE TURVILL of 
Spa Essentials and 
partner Catherine 
Brillantes of Spa 
Professionals 
International 
Development. 
i Center. 


Hitching on... 


From page B3-4 


ticipation of South Africa, the United States 
and Europe. 

Cathy Brillantes-Turvill, Philippine rep- 
resentative to the Asia Pacific Spa and Well- 
ness Council, viewed the summit as a valu- 
able forum for networking and a reality 
check for the spa and wellness industry. For 
it to move forward, it must raise the bar of 
excellence, be more business oriented and 
address specific issues such as the Green is- 
sue to make the industry sustainable. 

Ас present, the Philippines has only two 
internationally accredited spa schools 
which are both nominees for the Crystal 
Awards: Brillantes-Turvills Spa Profession- 
al International Development Center and 
Shangri-La Hotel's Spa Academy. And it is 
not enough. Quality education із an area 
where the assistance of the government is 
needed. 

Brillantes-Turvill says, "Some local spas 
are still unwilling to invest time and money 
in 2-3 months of proper training. We need to 
follow international standards of training, 
including the study of the sciences and vali- 
dated techniques. The local industry cannot 
rely on unscientific and unstructured home- 
grown treatment methods, if we are to com- 
pete on an international level.” 

Eckard Rempe, founder of The Farm at 
San Benito, maintains that the wellness en- 
trepreneurial vision is more than just a 
profit-making venture, admitting as much 
that the highly acclaimed wellness resort. 
with 8 Asia Crystal and Baccarat awards to 
its credit, is high on fame but not on for- 
tune. It staunchly pursues its vision of rais- 
ing natural wellness awareness among the 
populace—not excluding government deci- 
sion-makers. The entrepreneur said he 
went ahead against all odds to build a pre- 
mier health facility knowing that he could 
not create a stir—and an opportunity for 
making a significant change in che lives of 
people—by putting up just a mom-and-pop 
spa operation. 

During the SpaAsia Crystal Awards held 
on the second day, The Farm at San Benito 
was the SpaAsia magazine readers’ choice 
for Best Spa of the Philippines and Best Spa 
Cuisine menu in the only award for the 
country, in an event dominated by the big 
hotel chains. 

Wellness facility owners can only remain 
hopeful that the convergence of minds 
from different sectors will lead to providing 
an enabling environment for public-private 
partnership. 

‘Towards the end of the summit, Tourism 
Assistant Secretary for Wellness and Sports 
Cynthia Carreon exuded optimism about 
the country's prospects, promising govern- 
ment incentives to make "Paradise Philip- 
pines a haven of caring people." Consider- 
ing that the fledging Philippine tourism 
numbers two to three million annual visi- 
tors to Thailand's 15 million, it fared well in 
projecting the Philippines as a viable well- 
ness destination which the Department of 
Tourism hope would translate into concrete. 
figures in the years to come. 

lan Brewis, senior director for Spas & 
Health Clubs for Shangri-La Hotels and Re- 
sorts worldwide, is indeed upbeat about the 
Philippine spa industry. Shangri-La is сш- 
rently building its third spa under the ‘Chi? 
brand in the country. Due to open in 2008, 
the Chi Spa at Shangri-La Boracay Resort 
will consist of 11 treatment rooms set in a 
spa village. This follows the company's in- 
vestment in the same spa brand in the 
Shangri-La hotels in Mactan and Manila. 

Brewis also acknowledged the excellent 
skills of Filipino spa therapists and estab- 
lished the Shangri-La Spa Academy іп 
Manila to meet the requirements for thera- 
pists in the hotel's spa and health clubs 
worldwide. 


PHILIPPINE Convention and 
Visitors Corp.'s Susan del 
Mundo: Happy to receive 266 
delegates from 33 countries 
for the summit. 


IAN BREWIS of Shangri-La 
Hotels and Resorts: Investing in 
the Filipino working force 
through the Spa Academy in 
Edsa Shangri-La and their third 
Chi Resort and Spa in Boracay. 


TOSHIBA 


Leading Innovation >>> 


SAMANTHA FOSTER, director of International Projects for Chiva Som wellness 

resort in Thailand, presides over a side meeting of the Asia Spa and Wellness Council 
with representives from the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, the Middle East 
and the Indian Ocean area. 
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Navigate the 
multimedia world. 


Because connectivity is everything. 


Seize control of the multimedia generation with the 
Toshiba Satellite, powered by Intel® Centrino® Duo Processor 
Technology. Connecting you to the best that multimedia can offer, 
the Satellite makes multi-tasking a breeze with seamless 
integration of music, movies and the internet. 
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Information 


A 24/7 toll-free call-back service 
for warranty and technical support 
Ой сай us at +65 6744 7717 
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Toshiba Mobile Computing Partner: 
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2 Octagon Computer Superstore: /F Mega B Bldg Megemali Easa Ortigas Center Tel No: 633-8318 


You can also check out our notebooks @ our other authorized retailers. 
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the STRENGTH 


of 87 years of trusted 
banking expertise 


. the FLEXIBILITY vreearagout 
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{ of specialized financial solutions MEE салат алы 


Tourism Assistant 


customized to your unique needs Secretary Cynthia. 


Carreon takesa { 

dancestep ahead of and Prof. Marc Cohen, expert 
summit speakers Frank adviser to the World Health 
Weckesser of SELF Spa!" Organization on Nutrition Medicine 
Transformation (left) — Wei) апа Medical Acupuncture. 


Hitching on to the 
wellness revolution 


China Bank Private Banking. PA vrs. NN 
Dedicated to your personal success. Mice sr Nar mp y 


he. 


INDUSTRY EXPERTS PROJECT 
Your financial needs become more complex, that the wellness boom will be- 
more strategic, once you achieve a certain level ic Hon. dor СА 
à within a decade. Financiers an. 

of wealth. Advance beyond traditional banking Mess кушкыл 
with China Bank Private Banking. Enjoy one-on- еттеп, executives and pro- 
one dedicated service combined with tallor-fit fessionals from the infrastruc- 
wealth solutions built around your unique needs to тшш Кыс 

ыа ^ жеп converging in the Asia Pa- 
and objectives. From portfolio and investment Cc eon bev Annual WAL 
management to insurance and estate planning, mess бити бома йе realizing - 
we can provide a comprehensive range of this goal. poe andSpa | 
sophisticated products and services that can The Department of Tourism, Association of the Phili 


in line with its wellness President Marjorie Lopingco 
help you enhance, preserve, and distribute urism thrust, together with Support public-private | 
wealth today and into the future the Spa Association of the Partnership for wellness tourism 


Philippines signified their in- of the owners’ entrepreneurial 

Call our Private Banking Group at telephone tent 10 get a piece of the cur- vision. 
numbers 885-5641 to 45 to learn more. rent US200 billion-dollar pie This year's Wellness Summit 
with their hosting of the third started on the premise that af- 
SpaAsia Wellness Summit in ter two summits, both held in 
Manila on Oct. 3-5. Thailand, the industry has now 
‘The impetus has been provid- evolved and matured so that 
ed by the Philippines winning the next phase is to take ita step 
БЕ; CHINABANIC prestigious industry awards for further in more concrete and 
two resorts—Lipa’s The Farm at tangible forms, through proven 


vg PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION al y, " А San Benito and Boracays Man- methods, techniques and 
Berchet баста алы: up 1o P230,000 per depostor Vb dala Spa—in the last three doable programs. 


—— — 


ciue 


years. The awards are indica- | Attracting 266 delegates 
tive of the Азіа:Расійс region's from 33 countries, the gather- 
Your success is our business. respect for the Filipino healing ing achieved a wider continen- 
touch coupled with facility in tal representation with the par- 
language as well as recognition HITCHING/B3-3 


Asia Forum 
on solidarity 


economy set 
2€ £ Р 3 THE ADVOCATES 
Ito жы. for Servant Leader- 
ship (ASL) i$ co-orga- 
nizing the Asian Fo- 
rum for Solidarity 
(Baya-nihan) Econo- 
my on Oc. 1720, 
2007, at the Bahay ng 
Alumni, University of 
the Philippines in Dil- 
iman, Quezon City 
The forum aims 
to enable socially re- 
sponsible entrepre- 
neurs to interface 
with socially re- 
sponsible investors. 
Among the in- 
vestors participating 
in the event is the In- 
ternational Associa- 
Чоп of Investors in 
Social Economy (IN- 
AISE) with its head 
office in Belgium. 
For details, call 
Melvin Sarangay at 
0928 9663507. 
SM Foundation 
scholarships 
FEMALE HIGH 
school graduates will 
undergo ‘training in 
Punlaan School un- 
der the SM Founda- 
That means going beyond the usual. We're giving you 24 months of scheduled servicing completely free so tion Inc. scholarship 
when you step into the Ford Explorer Eddie Bauer, you bring the comforts of home on the road. It has all-new program. 
plush interiors, highlighted Бу a 10-way adjustable seat, while a DVD entertainment system is the crown jewel of this In a Memorandum: 
х deluxe ensemble. Its safety canopy will not fail you whatever danger lurks around the bend. Your ride never felt so of Agreement signed 
10-may Adwstable Seat Salety Canopy pampered. Offer good only this October. by SM Foundation 
GET RUM. (gen амы Seo and Punlaan School, 
тон койын шл. тоот атто I НА For more information, please call 889FORD (3673) or visit a dealership near you. ‘SMF will fund the tu- 
ition of the scholars 
who will pursue a 
two-year dual training 
program in Food and 
Beverage Services. 
‘The graduates 
may be employed as 
food attendants, 
“farang ee am ы Foré Pampanga, Tel то DIS] 9635202 Сеш, Te No 0222219180 pantry attendants, 
Тий Сотик Ta No: 91 КІЛТТІ "Fetal А Coppa ae oro, Ta ho. p06 bss 6011 bevernge_auendents, 


‘Ford DSA, Te! No 782222 rd Quezon Avenue, 10 NO: 7323963 -Ford Cavite, Та Na: (46) A722040 | жюйзаныго!5 ord Danae, Та No 62) 236 1111 kitchen attendants or 
“Ford Show, Tf. 7 17-0868 ord Daspan, Tei Na- (07515222222 Ford SM Lia Вад, Tear (043) 723759. “Ford EDSA Quality Care Center, Те Na: 7442222 cost control clarks, 


ford.com.ph 
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BU e THURSDA 


FLAMENCO 
dancer 
MUSICA у Danza en a Corte Real combines castanets and I8th-century classical Spanish ballet. David Perez 


FIE йын 2007 


de Manila wil launch a 

unique literacy-literary cam- 
paignthatwillnotonlydeepenthe | ока. пори ило - mumun mw 
love of reading among passengers | "шд сата ors, Far 
of Metro Manila’s light railway sys- | шат тэмаю . Donya snows PiNGLINAN 
tem, but also foster the enjoyment | 9^ seme / | Musing Suda 

о fo cona sine, e Yet eo Technology 
and appreciation of the best of | 9r simam P" pens 
Spanish poetry and culture, би Lr |. buds Counselor, Canada 

Rosé R- Rodriguez, director of Instituto | REPOS, , Мын рта Yoo, 
Cervantes, will inaugurate “Berso sa | Join The Ranks ОҒ Our Successful 
Metro” on Oct. 16, 11:30 ат, at the Achievers Around The World. 
Araneta Cubao Station, Line 2, Ашота | rre coac a coronare mamo Me Ant 

vd., LRT Authority, 

The promotional reading campaign is ізі Cruz Japatta. 
among the highlights of this year's Fiesta, 2 = 
the Spanish cultural festival organized by нан Шын 

"A HUETOS yo solo quiero caminar," the latest dance piece 3 i ^ Instituto Cervantes. Groene, Saa 


of Spanish choreographer Alberto Huetos Bi бенен Stace E с есімі сінің 
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PRIDE OF PLACE THE PRESENT) 


Б interior of thei@rmy 
| Augusto Villalon апа Navy Club. 


. Manila’s Army and Navy EA 
Club to be restored 


НЕ ARMY AND NAVY CLUB 15 HAV- 

ing a tough time slipping graciously 

into old age. The landmark Ameri- 
can colonial structure dating from the early 
20th century has fallen into hard times. 

During the previous term of Manila May- 
от Alfredo S. Lim, the elegant club building. 
was used as Museo ng Maynila, a project 
abandoned by the mayor who succeeded 
him. For a while the city architecrs office 
was in the building, but as the deterioration 
of the building went unchecked, it had to 
move out. 

The empty building was then used as a 
manufacturing facility for the city's Christ- 
mas lanterns that were stored in the premis- 
es after each season to wait for the next year 
The Army-Navy was such a pitiful sight. 

‘Meanwhile the Army and Navy's compan- 
ion structure and neighbor, the former Elks 
Club on the corner of Roxas Boulevard that 
dates from the same period, renewed itself 
as the Museo Pambata, a popular education- 
al destination where schoolchildren have 
fun with interactive exhibits that teach 
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Manila Mayor Lim has 
established the Manila 
Historical and Heritage 
Commissiontostudythe | | c 
restoration of the Army (i | 
and Navy Club and the Ш ІШІН 
Metropolitan Theater 


ers 


FALLING on hard 
times, the Army and 
Navy Club went. 


that showed all the periods of our histo- 
ry—pre-Hispanic, Spanish and American 
colonial, and modern Filipino. 
through a period of “Legacies from the past like archaeologi- 
being the dumping E са sites in Artoceros, Spanish colonial edi- 
ground for Manila's ^ fices in Intramuros, and American-period 
used Christmas buildings have to be conserved,” Lim said. 
ornaments. "Heritage is now an equal concern of the 
commission." 
The mayor announced: "The Manila His- 
torical and Heritage Commission will docu- 


Philippine culture, science and history. 

While busloads of children filled Museo 
Pambata with wonder and laughter, the for- 
mer Army-Navy Club next door decayed 
away into near ruin. 

During his first three months as come- 
backing mayor, Alfredo S. Lim organized the. 
Manila Historical and Heritage Commission 
to pursue his vision of restoring Manila's for- 
mer grandeur, focusing on the city's rich and. 
colorful cultural legacy. 

The mayor noted Manila was the only city 


ARMY and Navy 
Club hallway during 
better times 


ment built heritage resources of Manila, un- 
dertake efforts to increase and inculcate his- 
torical awareness with the goal of establish- 
ing pride of place in all city sectors, includ- 
ing barangays, public and private schools, 
and universities.” 

The commission's centerpiece projects are 
the restoration of the Army-Navy Club and 
its reopening as Museo ng Maynila and the 
restoration of the Metropolitan Theater as a 
much needed venue for cultural events. 


Email the 
@gmail.com. 


author at pride.place 


DWOMO band 
member 


Ride the Metro, enjoy Spanish verso 


From page С! 

Over the weekend, Pelicula/Pelicula, the 
annual showcase of Spanish and Latin 
‘American cinema, which is part of Fiesta, 
closed with “La Vida Secreta de las Palabras” 
(The Secret Life of Words) being named Au- 
dience Choice of the two-week festival. 

Other Fiesta! events: 


Musica y danza en la Corte Real 
Oct. 15, 7:30 p.m., Carlos P Romulo Audi- 
torium RCBC Plaza. Call 0928-4375150. 
Musica y danza en la Corte Real is a pro- 


duction of the Formación de Cámara Almodis 
where the music of Luigi Boccherini (1743- 
1805) is combined with a scene of castanets 
and Spanish classical ballet of the 18th centu- 
ту Boccherini, a composer of Italian descent, 
carried out most of his artistic work in 
Spain, in the court of the Borbon royal family. 
His works reflect the essence of Spanish char- 
acter. 


Viva la diferencia 


Оа. 18-Dec. 1, Galería de Exposiciones, 
Instituto Cervantes de Manila. 


E 
парата ne 


Елші adimere tm 
bate ene ва 
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Тик Lixpex Senis 
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тимесе Siu өй, 
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Experience family bonding to the extreme. 


‘at The Linden Suites 


ape son. Ihe Laden Suite’ вон no: Аа 
ЕУ DVD vico componcie, ia Ring 

‘Cente nt satisfy the moe acd sophie Cach bte ay morc Пап nou 
Sage Tor тай compre 


tois эг tiae amy pains. Our 
vide he prie chirp fer ur salinar) 
rund домени plows we le peret 


Gaporience the good life at The Linden Suites, 


Excellent advertising creates new artistic 
languages. To give an idea of the Spanish ad- 
vertising industry, Instituto Cervantes and 
the Club de Creativos de España have gath- 
ered more than 200 visual and audiovisual 
creations. It is the best of Spain's most recent 
advertisements in one exhibit. 


Yo sólo quiero caminar 
Oct. 20, 7:30 p.m., CCP Little Theater, Cul- 
tural Center of the Philippines Complex, Pasay 
Spanish choreographer Alberto Huetos 
presents his latest modern dance piece. 


Modern dance workshop 
by Alberto Huetos 

Oct. 22, 9 a.m.-12 nn, Instituto Cervantes 
de Manila 

‘The workshop is open to choreographers 
and dancers interested in exploring new pos- 
sibilities in contemporary dance. Call 
5261447. 


Guitar workshop by Miguel Trápaga 
Oct. 22, 1-4 p.m., Instituto Cervantes 
Spanish guitarist Miguel Trápaga, a pro- 

fessor in the Real Conservatorio Superior de 

Música in Madrid, will conduct a workshop 

for a limited number of advanced level gui- 

tar students. Call 5261447. 


200 años de Guitarra Española 

Оо. 23, 7:30 p.m., Carlos P Romulo Audi- 
torium, RCBC Plaza 

Spanish guitarist Miguel Trápaga presents 
his personal journey of 200 years of Spanish 
classical music, which includes works of 
composers Dionisio Aguado, Fernando Sor, 
Federico Moreno Torroba and José Manuel 
Fernández. 


Homenaje a Andrés Segovia 

Oct. 24, 7:30 p.m., Instituto Cervantes. Call 
0928-4375150. 

Andrés Segovia (1893-1987) is one of the 
most celebrated figures of Spanish guitar of 
the 20th century. He has been a great inspi- 
ration in the acceptance of the guitar as ап 
instrument in its own right in the art and 
music world. In this concert, Spanish gui- 
tarist Miguel Trápaga pays tribute to the 
legacy of Segovia by playing some of the 
most familiar pieces. 


Flamencos: Grupo de Baile Flamenco 
Oct. 26, 7:30 p.m., Carlos P Romulo Audi- 


Instituto Cervantes... 


signed an agreement with the Department 
of Labor and Employment requiring all 
those leaving to work in Spain and other 
Spanish-speaking countries to take Spanish 
lessons at the Instituto. 

Domestically, the proliferation of call 
centers with requirements of bilingual ca- 
pability has added to the upsurge of Span- 
ish students at Instituto. 

Asa journalist by profession with over 25 
years of experience in the Philippines, Ro- 
‘driguez has the best qualifications to fulfill 
the goal of the Instituto, 

“J want the Instituto to be known to every 
Filipino,” he says. He has untiringly pur- 
sued projects that would bring the culture 


JORDI Sabatés. 
plays music 

to accompany 
silent films 

by Segundo 
de Chomon, 


torium, RCBC Plaza. By invitation. 

David Pérez Almagro was born 22 years 
ago їп Alcalá de Guadaira (Seville). In 2004, 
he was awarded the Desplante Award in the. 
Festival Internacional del Cante de las Minas 
de la Unión (Murcia), considered one of the 
most distinguished flamenco schools. With 
Flamenco viene del sur, David Pérez per- 
forms in the most important venues of 
Spain. In 2004-2005, he toured through dif- 
ferent countries їп which he achieved un- 
questionable acclaim from critics and the 
public. In 2006, he was awarded with the 
Young Flamenco of Andalucia Prize, by the 
Federation of Flamenco organizations of 
Seville. 


Lo mejor de Pelicula 
(The Best of Pelicula/Pelicula) 


Oct. 27, 6 p.m., Instituto Cervantes 
Instituto Cervantes will re-screen (һе Au- 
dience Award of the festival. 


Launch party of Café de las Letras 

Oct. 27, 8 p.m, Instituto Cervantes 

Come and visit Instituto Cervantes’ new 
hangout! Enjoy mouth-watering tapas in our 
authentic Spanish café. 


Dwomo 

Oct. 27, 9 p.m., Instituto Cervantes 

Тһе story of how Dwomo came to be is 
just as special as its music. The group has 
nothing to do neither with futile marketing 
tactics disguised to be modern nor with pass- 
ing tends. They make a cosmic cocktail 
blended with global vision. Dwomo is com- 
posed of Jorge Loran Martín-Fabiani and An- 
tonio J. Iglesias Zurita, two Madrilefios who 
love sound and create musical artifacts. 
‘Their songs have a dose of techno and rock 
with a cosmopolitan soul. 

Visit htrp;//manila.cervantes.es. 
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of Spain to the local population. 

He has signed memoranda of agreement 
with the Light and Metro Railway Transits 
for promotional stickers to be posted on its 
coaches. The Instituto also co-sponsors 
with the Bureau of Broadcasts the weekly 
radio program “Filipinas Pilipinas Ahora 
Mismo,”. with information on everything 
Spanish. 

But Rodriguez has more dreams for his 
adopted country. "My dream is for Instituto 
Cervantes to represent a way of life to every 
Filipino and Filipina. A place for friendship 
and culture, a place for personal growth, 
and a place were there is room for every- 
one." 
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By Lito B. Zulueta 


MAGE AND WORD COM- 
pose a universe both famil- 
iar and strange in “Crux,” 

described by its organizer, the 
Canvas art promotion group, as 
an “exposition of paintings and 
poems,” at the Ayala Museum 
starting Oct. 18. The word 4е- 
notes the large-scale exhibit of 
Emmanuel Garibay's paintings 
(some 20 works, which is quite 
big for a new show) while con- 
noting the strategy of the verses 
by young poet Angelo Suarez 
that complement the canvases, 
the poetry being an expounding 
or explanation of the issues 
posed by the paintings. 

A collaboration ^ between 
Garibay and Suarez, "Crux" does 
not so much locate the pivotal 
point where and when image 
and word clash or bond, as stir 
the conundrum and the poser 
whether indeed meaning is fixed 
and reinforced by the tandem (of 
the image and word, not of 
Garbay and Suarez, although 
whether the latter pair embodies 
the former’s concepts is itself one 
ofthe “cruxes” of the matter) 

The scholarly jargon here is 
“problematize.” Do signifier and 
signified indeed synthesize? The 
exhibit shows there's no clear an- 
swer; the matter is, to say the 
least, “problematic.” 

Consider the gestation. It ap- 
pears that Garibay first did his 
paintings that became later the 
template and trigger for Suarez's 
inspired versification. The result 
is not so much complementarity, 
as one-upmanship, the image, 
being immediate and seductive, 
luring the viewer to the canvas, 
making it the basis for determin- 
ing the meaning of the verses be- 
side it. This appears to reverse the 
Johannine dictum, “In the begin- 
ning was the word,” making of 
the image deity and determiner. 

But since, as Suarez writes, 
“The referent was bracketed out/ 
because the referent, too is а 
sign,” and “You cannot use lan- 
guage after all/ Rather, it is lan- 
guage that uses you,” the words 
find a compelling energy all their 
own to commit to a trajectory 


BACK-TO-BACK as in a сал// 


“NO one is allowed to see what 
happens next. 
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“AS IF the back couldn't be 
appreciated on its own 


away from the precursor-paint- 
ing. The result is not so much 
стих, but flux. 

As Suarez writes in the verses 
that accompany Garibay's paint- 
ings of the exterior and interior 
of a packed jeepney, “w/c-ever 
crams/ the meaning best/ packs 
the most signification." 

But because he has a more 
evolved imagery Garibay's works 
mesmerize and transfix. Here are 
the vintage Garibay images: a 
withering critique of folk Catholi- 
cism and the ecclesiastical hierar- 
chy, a heady rendering of Mani- 
la's urban chaos, the sheer clutter 
and utter nausea of inner-city liv- 
ing. The images compose a veri- 
table iconography, a network of 
meanings and interpretations. 

АШ of this of course lends well 
to Suarez's city-seared, Rastah- 
spirited poesy. Both Garibay and 
‘Suarez, after all, are poets of the 
streets, their essential spirit un- 
cannily fused, for example, in the 
painting and роепу about a 
woman's back clad іп manton de 
Manila, which was famous in Eu- 
rope during the Spanish era and 
was supposed to have come from 
Manila but was really from Chi- 
na, a metaphor of the complexity. 
of meanings and locations as 
well as the tortuous complexion 
of the so-called Filipino soul, a 
complexity that is best rendered 
as mimesis, farce, parody, and in- 
evitably, nihilism: "The spine is a 
window through which peers out 
the travesty of mimesis, the 
mime acting out the clown acting 
ош the comedy acting out the ac- 
tor acting to the rune of nothing 
in particular-really-...” 

Despite his images holding do- 
minion, Garibay takes to Suarez's 
linguistic games by painting a 
university don holding a pipe, on. 
which Suarez inscribes the fa- 
mous words of Rene Magritte 
about his painting of a pipe, "This 
isnota pipe." 

The meaning of the collabora- 
Чоп becomes apparent: image 
and word in one canvas invoke 
what Michel Foucault describes 
as "the separation between lin- 
guistic signs and plastic ele- 
ments; equivalence of resem- 
blance and affirmation,” which 
means the tension that exists in 
classical painting that excludes 
language and meaning. By join- 
ing image and word in one can- 
vas, Magritte provides а discur- 
sive space for painting and poet- 
ry to interact Whether they 
come to a modus vivendi of some 
meaning is for the viewer-reader 
to decide. And thar's the "Crux" 
ofthe matter. 


Emmanuel Garibay and Angelo 
Suarez's "Crux" opens with cock- 
tails at 6 p.m. on Oct. 18 at the 
ArtistSpace, 2/E Glass Wing ofthe 
‘Ayala Museum. Call or text 0917- 
8906160. 


COLLECT PROKIDS W 
ANY OR ALL OF THESE 


PRC 
1 
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of the matter 
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Painter Emmanuel 
Garibay and poet Angelo 
Suarez collaborate 

in a stimulating exhibit 


“1 AM a sucker for truth and beauty”; (left) “Let 


5. 


MERIT А LASTING IMPRESSION! 


Personalized 
Corporate 


January 20 
swe senna man | ty үти 


Ё. CALENDARS « PLANNERS « DIRECTORIES 


your country be free by the crucifixion of traitors...” 


ОМО MECHANICS: 
Promo Period: August 15 to November 30, 2007 


acy 
de ME 


ЇНЇ 


RAPPERS TO GET 
ITEMS FOR FREE, 


Entries containing soiled wrappers (wreppers 
contaminated with feces or mud, discolored or 


+ faded wrappers) and unused wrappers wil NOT. 


You can join by simply collecting wrappers with 
Intact ponts of Prokids Premium Baby Diapers 
with Soft Cottony Magie Tape. Points por 


E 


You must collect tne following pois to get your. 


perm 


Promium Baby Diaper with Soft Cottony Magic 
Таре wil bo accepted. 

Entries containing cut-out points wil NOT be 
honored. 


bo honored. 


Submit the required Prokids Premium Baby 
Dlapors with Soft Cottony Magic Tape wrappers 
togatnar wit the complete information writen on. 
a plece of paper: sender's name, complete 
‘adores, baby's name and birthday, telephone 
and/or mobile phone numbers, signature of 
parentiguardian and the desired premium ltem. 
Please сшде landmarks for hard to fnd location, 


Entries can be mailed or hand carried to: 


"Prokids Bed Timo Collection" 

JS Unitrade Merchandise, Inc. 

31st Floor, Ватев Corporate Center 

Emerald Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
ог 


“Prokids Bed Time Collection" 
РО. Box 14280 Pasig City 


The chosen premium hers wil ba delivered FREE 
of charge by JRS Express to the address 


entry sender Is not present during the time of 
delivery, а member of the sender's household 
тау be asked to sign a proof of delivery and 
төсеме the premium ems п behalf of the entry 
sender. 


. Entries thru тай must be received thirty (30) days 
atier the promo period. Hand delivered entries 
must be recelved on or before November 30, 
2007. 


remium Items will be delivered sixty (60) 
days from end of promo period. 


8. You may join as many times as you went. 
10. Prizes aro not convertible о cash. 


Please viet winwjsunirade com for more information 
оп Prokids baby diaper. 


Pro-comfort. 
Pro-baby. 
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Instituto Cervantes de Manila marks 15th year 


TESTA, THE ANNUAL FES- Мом in a new location adjoin- world. 
Е of Spanish arts and ing the historic Casino Español Іп terms of economic develop- 
culture; is especially mem- оп ТМ Kalaw Extension, itboasts ment, Spain has the highest eco- 
OrablethisyearbecauseInstituto of a steadily growing student nomic growth rate in the Euro- 
Cervantes de Manila is marking population of from 1,758 in pean Union. It is one of the Top 
its 15th year. 1997-98 tothe last academicyear 10 world economies, with a GDP 
Instituto Cervantes, the cultur- reporting 6,142 enrollees. of over US$1.1 trillion. It is the 
alarm ofthe Spanish government | Spanish is the mother tongue largest investor in Latin America. 
was founded in 1991 to promote of over 400 million people and Obviously knowledge of Span- 
and teach Spanish, and to spread “һе official language of 21 coun- ish is an advantage for one seek- 
the culture of Spain and Spanish- tries. It is second only to English ing gainful employment any- 
speaking countries all over the as the language of international where in the world. 
globe. It is in over 65 centers in communication. After Mandarin, ^ Jose “Pepe” Rodriguez is the 
four continents. English and Hindi, Spanish isthe new director of Instituto Cer- 
The Instituto Cervantes de fourth most spoken language іп vantesde Manila. A Spanish jour- 
Manila, established in 1992, is the world. nalist who's well known-to media 
JOSÉ “Pepo” Rodriguez Instituto 211018 the most active ofbranch- Tt is also second to English as circles in Manila, “Don Pepe” 
Cervantes de Manila director Se the most койей language in the: InsTITUTO/C2 
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Patrick Siiskind’s best-selling novel has been brought 
to the big screen in all its seductive splendor 
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ourselves. 
“PERFUME” is directed by acclaimed German filmmaker Tom Tykwer. Learn from 
the very best! 


Perfume leaps à VERNON TAPALLN' 


from page to big screen "iw eain os 
| ri} | s ERA ӨЙ 
ONE OF THE MOST PASSIONATELY READ tinues to appear on “must-read” lists in <3 Private Tutoring & Corporate Training Are Avatlable. 
novels of our time, Patrick Siiskind’s best- publications such as Oprah and In Style. 
seller "Perfume: The Story of a Murderer” has The historical novel was also acknowl- 
been broughttothebigscreeninallitsseduc- edged by Nirvana's Kurt Cobain as his fa- 
tive splendor by Dream Works Pictures. "PERFUME'D4 
Directed by ac- 
claimed German 
filmmaker Tom Tyk- 
wer ("Run Lola 
Run? “Paris је 


taime”), the contro- His charm and super 
versial tale of a pe- а moves will make your 
culiar young man i day fantastic! 
whose Һурег-ром- 3 2 

erful sense of smell 


leads him to become The radiance of perfection as ШЫ SA MARK HERRAS 


a serial killer, will be 
shown exclusively D 
at Ayala Malls Cine The potency of Men's Care. _ 
mas (Glorietta 4 Ў bacne: Rejuvenating WI itenin; 
and Greenbelt 3) P $ si Ы 
starting Wednesday, 
Oct. 17. 
Süskind's book 
has sold over 15 mil- 
lion copies world- 
wide and been 
translated into 45 
languages and con- 
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АРА SET and costumes of “Mulan” are by Gino Gonzales. 


Heavy, uneven ‘Mulan’ 


By Walter Ang 
Contributor 


А STARK WHITE STAGE WITH 
three scarlet arches greets audi- 
ences in Tanghalang Pilipino's 
production of “Mulan,” a new 
‘Tagalog musical version of the 
story popularized by the Disney 
animated movie a few years 
back. 

The simplicity of the acting 
space provides the perfect can- 
vas for the rainbow colors that 
soon fills it via set and costume 
designer Gino Gonzales' highly 
textured outfits. The exaggerat- 
ей shapes and cushioned fabrics 
fill the costumes with a life of 
their own. Animé-inspired 
hairpiecesincrazyshapesas => 
well as wiggling ora- 
ments and ribbons 
аге also fun touch- 
es. 

The actors 
have makeup de- 
signed by Dennis Tan 
that evoke Chinese 
opera masks, while 
the deities, Jade Em- 
peror and Empress 
Wang Ми, are provided 
larger-than-life 
that tower over the ac. 
tors’ heads. 

With enlarged hand jj 
extensions and their 
faces showing 
through the соз 
tumes "chest," this is 
a great design that re- 
calls our very own hi- 
gantesofAngonoand 8%, 
the costumes used by | V 
“The Lion King” direc- 9 $, 
torJulie Taymor in her 
production of the opera 
"Oedipus Rex" in Japan. 

The solid-red set pieces 
are life-size Chinese paper 
cuttings with the shapes 
and outlines of household 
furniture and landscapes 
intricately cut out from delicate 
sheets of paper (although ply- 
wood is probably the material 
used), 

Director Dennis Marasigan 
counters these massive motifs by 
having the cast perform in styl- 
ized movement (also inspired by 
Chinese opera), while choreog- 
тарһег Denisa Reyes provides 
graceful yet powerful action se- 
quences that incorporate wushu 
martial arts 

Bong Cabrera as a ballerina 
soldier is particularly hilarious. 
Marasigan also provides mo- 
ments of tension and excitement. 
for the audience by having ene- 
ту soldiers attack Mulan's camp. 
from the back of the theater. 


Zany elements 
These extreme and zany ele- 
ments are everything you would. 


expect a children's musical to 
have. It is a wonder, then, why 
the themes explored by librettist 
Rody Vera and composer Jed 
Balsamo are executed in such a 
heavy and uneven tone. 

‘The poem on which different 
versions of Mulan's story have 
been inspired is a rich source of 
virtues for storytelling: filial 
piety, social obligations, patrio- 
tism, sacrifice, team effort, gen- 
der roles. For this 90-minute 
children’s musical, it proves too 
rich. 

‘With what seemed an appro- 
priate theme for children to 
learn from, Vera starts with the 
classic case of boys versus girls, 
where his two deities fight over 

why men like to wage war so 

much, 
He supports this by hav- 
ing Mulan's parents wish 
for a boy (they get Mulan 
instead, due to interven- 
tion by Empress Wang 
Mu); scenes of Mulan 
S SX being taught to use a 
X sword by her father; 
and a matchmaking 
segment with the 
town's last available 
bachelor, whom Mulan 
promptly pummels. 
However, his папа- 
tive soon does fiying 
kicks and goes off into 
the weariness and 
loneliness that sets 
іп during мар 
though this segment 
is beautifully illuminated 
by lighting designer Jon- 
jon Villareal 
Villareal — showcases 
the passage of time and 
distance with effective 
transition from sharp 
yellow desert to cold 
dreary blue mountain 
terrain. Soon, plot 
points introduced in the 
beginning lose their fol- 
low-through, and those revealed 
in the second half are denied the 
luxury of a proper buildup. 


Hauntingly beautiful 

Balsamo’s music, while imagi- 
natively using instruments from 
Chinese opera, a sense of loneli- 
ness throughout. He gives Mu- 
lan an elegy when she has to 
leave her family, which Mayen 
Estrafiero sings with much bris- 
tle and brio, and follows it with a 
hauntingly beautiful threnody, 
“Gusto Ko Nang Umuwi,” when 
she and her fellow soldiers hit 
the 10-year mark of fighting the 
enemy. 

These songs that pine and 
mourn are aligned note for note 
with Vera’s desire to explore vul- 
nerability and realism. But 
wouldn't a marching ditty or a 
jolly fraternal jingle or even a 

bouncy ballad about 
secret crushes have 
been a little more ... 
fun? 

The yin of this 
musical’s exposition 
doesn't quite match 
the yang of its de- 
nouement. The pro- 
duction feels like 
two different shows: 
one for children and 
one for adults. The 
production design 
and makeup are per- 
fect for young audi- 
ences. The stylized 
movement ап 
choreography сап 
go either way. 


MAYEN Estanero 
(above and left) as 
Mulan 


Tanghalang Pilipino’s 
children’s musical 
feels like two different 
shows at the same 
time: one for kids 

and one for adults 


But while the themes and music do 
have potential, Vera and Balsamo's 
material suggests the makings of a 
darker adult romance musi- 
cal—something they can further de- 
velop. 


E-mail the author at walteang@ya- 
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A VIOLINIST. A PIANIST. A BAL- Lisa Macuja 
lerina. Three premiere perform- 


ers hailing from three different collaborates with 


countries pool their talents for a 
English violinist 


rare music and dance showcase 
at the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines Little Theater on Oct. 
(rx Robert Atchison, 


“Music, Trio, Magic" brings Ukrainian-born 


together English violinist 
Robert Atchison, Ukrainian- 
born pianist Olga Dudnik and pianist Olga 
Filipino prima ballerina Lisa 
“Маза Elizalde. Ballet Manila, Dudnik.. 
of which Macuja-Elizalde is 
principal dancer and artistic di- 
rector, will also perform. 
The concert—presented by 
the Manila Broadcasting Com- 
рапу ING Private Banking, Bal- 
Jet Manila and CCP—will fea- 
ture Ludwig van Beethoven's 
Sonata No. 5 in F Major, Op. 24, 
for Violin and Piano; Maurice 
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LIFESTYLE 
‘Trio’ features ballet and music collaboration 


Ravel's Tzigane: Concert Rhap- 
sody for Violin and Piano; and 
Edward Elgar's Sonata in E М 
nor, Op. 82, for Violin and Pi- 
ano. 
А new ballet piece has been 
especially com- 
missioned (0 
celebrate the 
150th birth 
anniversary 
of British 
composer Sir 
Edward Elgar. 
Titled “Sonata,” 
set to Elgar's mu- 
sic, the dance is 
choreographed 
by Ballet Manila 
co-artistic direc- 
tor Osias Bar- 
тозо. 
Robert Atchi- 
son was born in 


London and studied music from 
а young age. He has given con- 
certo performances and recitals 
іп the US, South America, 
France, Italy, Spain, Germany, 
Ireland. He is a violinist with the 
critically acclaimed London Pi- 
ano Trio, and tours regularly 
with them throughout the UK, 
Germany, Spain, the Far East. 

Atchison was recently ap- 
pointed as artistic director of 
the new Gibbs Festival at Dan- 
bury, Essex, which will have its 
inaugural season next year. He 
is also artistic director of the 
Certosa International Concert 
Series, Capri, Italy 

Dudnik was bom in the 
Ukraine to a family of profes- 
sional musicians. From an early 
age, she held concerts in the 
most prestigious musical venues. 
in the Soviet Union. She studied 
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at the Special Music School for 
Gifted Children, where she re- 
ceived the Gold Medal for Excel- 
lence at 16, 

After further studies in Israel 
and London, Dudnik joined the 
staff of the Guildhall School of 
Music and has been combining 
a teaching career with a busy 
schedule of piano recitals, con- 
certo and ensemble appear- 
ances across Europe, and 
recordings. 

Macuja graduated with top 
honors from the Leningrad 
Choreographic School in St. Pe- 
tersburg, Russia, in 1984 and 
was invited to join the Kirov 
Ballet, where she was the 
soloist in such productions as 
“Giselle” and “Don Quixote.” 

For inquiries on the concert, 


3086; e-mail info@balletmani. 
laph; visit www.balletmani- 
la.ph); or call the CCP Market- 
ing Department (8321125 loc. 
1806), the CCP Box Office 
(8323704), Ticket World at Na- 
tional Book Store (8919999), 


contact Ballet Manila (tel. nos. or visit — www.ticketworld.- 
5255967, 4000292 or 404- comph. 


TYKWER says the lead character, Jean- 
Baptiste Grenouille, is a "strange, introverted 
central character with an exceptional way of 
perceiving and experiencing the world.” 


‘Perfume’ 


From page DI 


vorite book and the inspiration for the 
band's 1993 song "Scentless Apprentice." 

"How could the story of an eccentric 
18th-century murderer fascinate so many 
readers to such an extent?” asks director 
Tykwer. “They are universal themes—the 
desire for recognition, to be loved, to be 
seen, to be ‘somebody,’ and the idea that 
there's a genius hiding in everyone, and if it 
were unleashed, the world would be 
stunned! It's a myth we all carry within our- 
selves.” 

As the trio of screenwriters—Tykwer, 
Bernd Eichinger and Andrew Birkin—be- 
gan their collaboration on the script, they 
gained even greater admiration for 
Süskind's rendering of his complex central 
character. 

"I think the greatest challenge that we 
were facing in the writing process was how 
to make the lead character Jean-Baptiste 
Grenouille work,” says Tykwer. "He's a 
strange, introverted central character with 
an exceptional way of perceiving and expe- 
riencing the world.” 

“Since Grenouille is a man of very few 
words, we didn't have the luxury of giving 
him the usual self-revelatory dialogue that 
а normal character would have," explains 
Eichinger. "He's a perfectionist, obsessed 
with creating the ultimate love potion, so to 
speak. А fragrance that, when possessed, 
will bring love and adulation to its owner. 
Hinging a film on a character like 
Grenouille breaks every rule in the screen- 
writing textbook. He has no concept that he 


belongs to the hüman race. He is amoral. So 
it's not a question of identifying with him, 
but, rather, of understanding his motives.” 

“My aim from the outset was to make a 
film that was really modern in terms of film 
language but still remained true to its his- 
torical obligations, in the same way the 
novel's modern narrative is never sacrificed 
to its historical accuracy,” says Tykwer. 
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манааны: 4 Star 10 Shoot іп Batanes Ті 


TAIWANESESUPERSTARKEN pendent film opposite lza $ 
Zhu, member of the wildly Calzado. 
popular quartet F4, is expect- | Upon his arrival at the Ni- 
ed to arrive in the country this noy Aquino International Air- 
Editor Emmie б. Velarde week. He will stay for 10 days 


, to work on “Batanes,” an inde- FASTAWES 
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Great songs for Gilbe: 


Pocholo Concepcion “The Way You Look Tonight,” 
енені ініні "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" 
among them—from memorable 


OMY POSADAS fims. 
warmed upon the Cocoy kept the momentum 
electric piano with with his own take on Broadway 


2 il ind" and film soundtracks, starting 
Aids oe у мы with “Some Enchanted Evening." 
and "Two for the Road не prefaced “La Vie en Rose” as 
—setting off a sentimen- опе of Gilberts favorite theme 
tal mood for the recent songs 
benefit gig for Gilbert Lori _ Villanueva, а 
Perez at Merk’s. stage/film/TV actress now based 

“The dinner show was held to іп New York City asa teacher, said 
raise funds for the former news- She was in town to help build a 
paper aft director and magazine Church іп Пойо and heard that 
езе columnist dee ene быс ee as 

я i Xing her to ga 

Gilbert is suffering from sciati- Р ИЕ ег (е желе | GILBERT Perez with close friend. 
са, a painful offshoot of a disease [crm from college, Celia Diaz-Laurel 
that attacks the spine. He justhad „ Lori's vocals tended to swerve, У 
a gall bladder operation aswell. but her renditions of “Send in the 

“There to cheer him up were old Clowns,” “Autumn Leaves,” “АШ 
friends led by Celia Diaz-Laurel the Things You Are,” “Kailangan 
"who was escorted by son Cocoy. Kita,” “Usahay” “ПІ Be Seeing 
Cella and Gilbert had gone to YOU," “What I Did For Love" and 
school together at the UP College “шау Rosas” (Pete Lacaba's 
of Pine Ans. "Tagalog translation of "La Vie en 

First up on stage was M-Gage, Rose”) had dramatic flait. 
a young R&B vocal quintet man- _ “T didn’t know Lori was a 
aged by film director Maryo J.de біздер” said a surprised Jullie Yap 
105 Reyes. Тһе groupdida snappy Daz ||| 
Beatles medley and one Tagalog At certain points during the 
ballad, “Tanging Ikaw” performances, Gilbert was caught 

Classically-rained tenor Shedding tears—visibly touched Ez 
Jonathan Badon sang a succes- БУ the presence of friends, and THE GANG'S all 
sion of wellapplauded num- geat songs rushing back, if only Darang, Mary Ann Salcedo, Jullie Yap-Daza; 
bers—"Lullaby of Broadway" fora few fleeting moments. and Gilbert Perez 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA— 
Last year Julia Roberts presented 
the American Cinematheque award 
to pal George Clooney. This time it 
was her turn to receive the honor. 


that have become familiar to 
movie-goers were on full display 
Friday as Roberts was recognized 
for her contributions to the film in- 
dustry. She said she came along at 


3 Julia says she came at a ‘kinder time’ in the biz 


actress, “I think I came along at a 
kinder time in the business" 
Roberts said. "There weren't so 
many media outlets. You could real- 
ly cultivate your work a little more 


The smile, the laugh and the looks the right time to turn into an A-list gently.” AP 


CHAPTER 1: 
From the Highlands of Scotland 
to the streets of New York, he 
fought his first бае. == won. 


CHAPTER 2: CHAPTER 3: 
With the help of his He is faced йал enemy rom the past 
powerful mentor, he saved whose sole purpose is to eliminate him 
the world from evil. and become the only immortal. 
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BACK SOON ON THEBIG SCREEN 
Cynthia Nixon, left, holds back Sarah Jessica Parker, center, who is hitting Chris Noth with a 
wedding bouquet in a scene from “Sex in the City:The Movie,” coming soon. желім 
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The 11th Hour 


Narrated and produced by Leonardo DiCaprio 
‘Written and árected by Lela Conders Petersen and Зэ Conners 


NOW SHOWING AT SM NORTH EDSA 
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October 17 (Wednesday) at Mall of Asia 
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F4 star... 


From page El 
port, Ken—Xi-Men 
in the hit television 
series "Meteor баг- 
den"—will board a 
private jet to 
Batanes Island, ac- 
cording to director 
Adolf Alix Jr. 

“He will be back 
in November to pro- 
mote the movie,” 
said Alix, who 
filmed the critically 
acclaimed “Kadin” 
on the same wind- 
swept island off the 
northernmost tip of 
Luzon. 


Fisherman 

Ken plays the role 
of a stranded fisher- 
man from Taiwan. 
Ша will portray а 
Manila sales girl 
who relocates to 
Batanes, and is ют 
between Ken and an 
Ivatan portrayed by 
Joem Bascon. 

In a phone inter- 
view with INQUIRER 
Entertainment оп 
Saturday, Alix said 
the filming of 
“Batanes” began 
four daysago. 

The main 
members—Iza, 
Joem, Sid Lucero, 
Coco Martin, Bem- 
bol Roco, Daria 
Ramirez, Julio Diaz, 
Mike Tan and Glaiza 
de Casuo—are ex- 
pected to arrive in 
Batanes on Sunday. 

“Batanes,” pro- 
duced by Ignite Me- 
dia, will be shown in 
local theaters start- 
ing Nov. 28. Alix co- 
directs “Batanes” 
with Dave Hukom, 
Ignite Media chief 
executive officer. 


Tribute 

In November, Alix 
will work on a twin- 
bill, “Manila,” with 
Raya Martin (“Ашо- 
hystoria,” “Short 
Film about the Indio 
Nacional”). 

“Manila” is a trib- 
ше то Ishmael 
Bernal's “Manila by 
Nigh” and Lino 
Brocka’s “Jaguar,” 
Alix said. 

The ^ twin-bill, 
written by Ramon 
Sarmiento and co- 
produced by Bicycle 
Pictures and CIF 
Films, will run for 
40 minutes each. 

Alixs first film, 
“Donsol,” is this 
years ` Philippine 
representative (о 
the Oscar Awards. 
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Comedy 


is not dead 


It's just ‘fatigued,’ says TV director Ото de la Cruz, 
because it isn't easy to iake Filipinos laugh 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


S FAR as “Bubble Gang” di- 
A= Uro de la Cruz is con- 
cerned, comedy is alive and 
kicking, contrary to grim reports 
that have labeled sitcoms as an en- 
dangered genre in the TV land- 
scape, 
He insists: “The sitcom is not really dead. 
It's just comedy fatigue.” 


De la Cruz concedes that it's inevitable. | 


"Sustaining a sitcom is hard. If it's about а 
family the kids would grow up; the parents 
would grow old—in five years." 

That's the edge of a gag show like “Bub- 
ble," which celebrates its 12th year this 
month. 

“On ‘Bubble,’ there are no limits. We аге 
free to do what we want. We can tackle pol- 
itics this week, then do spoofs of TV shows 


2 or movies the following week. There's vari- 
11 ety” he explains. 


After a year of doing "Bubble," Uro real- 
ized he had stumbled on a comedic gold 
mine. “It was evident we were fulfilling a 
need for a regular comedy hour.” 


On their toes 
Still, they're constantly on their toes. А 
gag show could lose viewers if the creative 
team becomes too complacent, he says. 
“You could immediately capture Pinoy 
humor and, in a month or two, just as easily 


lose it. If you keep tickling the same spot, |! 


it’s bound to become desensitized.” 

Making matters extra challenging, the 
Pinoy funny bone keeps jumping from опе 
spot to another, he theorizes. “You have to 
keep looking for that spot of vulnerability" 

‘One rule he lives by is to never “isolate” 
himself-—or his crew— from the masses. 

He urges them, "Go to the barbershop. 
Ride the tricycle. Interact with the people." 
А valuable tip for wannabes: "Don't try to 


Textus your feedback: 
Inquirer ent ramefagelclty/message. 
192207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


1 DIREK Uro, right, coaches Wendell Ramos and Ogie Alcasid on the set of "Bubble." 
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AESTHETIC CENTRE | 
306 Morato Square Bldg, El 
Tomas Morato St, cor. Scout Мааїйпап St. 1 
South Triangle, Quezon City 
Iphone No: 926-2784 / Mobile No. 0922-8258412: 
wwwu.cosmotherm.cte.ph 


SERVICES 2 


racial Microcrystal, Body Scrub, 

ІУ Gluta, Wart Removal, E 

5 Cosmetic Surgery, Whitening; 3 
; Non-Surgical Slimming 8 Mesotherpy.4 


imitate American shows. Don't force your % 


idea of humor on the viewers. Don't look 
down on your audience." 
Bottom line, De la Cruz says, is constant 
innovation. 
COMEDY/ F2 


It'snot one thing. It's many. 
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Novellino, a romantic wine experience like no other. 
Fall in love with its lusciously sweet character and its delightful finish 
—sofi smooth and refreshing. Without the bitter taste 


fingi in love has never tasted this gi 


|. a film by Katski Flores 
= 


STILL LIFE is the story of James Masino, a 
gifted Flipio painter who finds out he is flected 
wih a paralyzing disease known as Guillain 
Barre Syndrome. Faced valh a future where he 
сап no longer paint, James leaves his Ме in the 
city and goes on a seit-imposed exile to paint опе 
Jast time, one final masterpiece. Unable to ima- 
gine a Ме without his ап, he plans to КШ himself 
‘once he finishes this panting. But Fale inter- 
venes and derails this grand scheme when 
James leams that he must share this exile with 
Emma, a beautiful and mysterious young gri 
who at 19 has lived a Ме much too old for her 
years. But it is her courageous and unfating 
optimism despite whet Ме has dealt her that 
ultimately inspires James to realize a life beyond 
his canvass. Her search for meaning propels his 
joumey towards hope and redemption. 


үн 


till | е 
Livelike a masterpiece. 


imei 
watch this only at 

Robinsons Movieworld Galleria 
OCTOBER 10 to 16 


at Robinsons Movieworld 
ERMITA 
Starring: 


Hany Laurel, Justn de Leon, Jennifer Lee, 
Sheree and Allan Paule 


‘According to folklore, the fairy of the lighthouse shows 
hersal every tul moon to ће man her heart desires 
"When бз man succumbs tothe (агу chams and 
makes love ta her, he wili never long tor any other. 
woran. Woven ino this legend is the story of Mateo 
(Hany Laure) a hghihouse caretaker Jerome (Justin 
de Leon), a gay man from the cy Inds himsel deeply 
attracted to ihis simple yet seductive man upon meeting 
hmm. Soon, Mateo finds himself enlenng a subile- 
homoerotic journey wih his newfound fnend, wie. 
Suzet (Jennifer Lee], hs grifnend, continues to struggle 
Tor his love and attention Will Mateo bravely cross ће 
thin ine between beng straight and being gay in he. 
‘midst of his conservative rural community? 


NOW SHOWING 
MTRCB Rating: R18 


5:884 


Visit and Ayala cinema 
be enlightened by the 


EXHIBIT ON 2 
SUSTAINABILITY EFFORTS 


ву Ayala Land, Inc. and WWF Philippines 
‘tthe Gloritta 4 Cinema Lobby from October 4- 18. 


Leonardo DiCaprio 


presents 


The Tith Flour 


NOW SHOWING aT 
GLORIETTA 4 CINEMA 


Watch out for "The 11th Hour" 
at the following Ayala Malls Cinemas: 
October 17-28 at TriNoma 


‘October 24 - 30 at Alabang Town Center 
October 31 - November 6 at Markat! Market! 


Мтасв Rang: белесі Ашделсе (Gy 
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жайылу WWF 


Baby Barredo and jo 
August 11 - December 13, 2007 


Onstage, 2nd Flr., Greenbelt 1, 
Paseo de Roxas, Makati City 


For inquiries call 887-0710 
or 891-9999 
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MTRCB Rating: Restricted I3 (RB) 
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SIENNA MILLER RICKY GERVAIS PETER ОЗО. 
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Hurry! Be a founder member of the exclusive 
Shang Cineplex E-see Club 
Enjoy exciting privileges. rewards and discos 
Apply at the 5! 
Log-on to www.shange 
‘or call 633-4735 for details. 


6th floor, Shangri-La Plaza Май 
EDSA comer Shaw Blvd. Mandaluyong City 


Call 633-2227 or 633-4735 
or more datas, 


RESIDENT EVIL3 
350,615, 8:40, 11-00 


STARDUST 
206, 5:05, 8:05, 11:05, 
6 


KUNG FU FIGHTER 
Толета Салаа Car Беа Ралана 


2:80, 5:20, 0:00, 10:40 
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From the Producers of 
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By Bayani San Diego jr. 


THE GMA ARTIST CENTER 
(GMAAC) has signed a memorandum 
of agreement with the Korean Model 
Association (KMA), the biggest mod- 
eling agency in South Korea 

The agreement, explains ОМААС 
head Ida Henares, makes KMA “the 
exclusive agent of [Kapuso] artists in 
the area of commercial endorsements 
and modeling in Korea.” 

Henares says the KMA has invited 
the Philippines to participate in the 
Grand Korea Festival Awards, set in 
January 2008. 

“Its the Oscars of their fashion in- 
dustry,” Henares tells the INQUIRER 

Nine countries are participating 
this year. Says Henares: "Each coun- 
шу will be showcased іп a fashion 
show. Show biz celebs, government 
dignitaries, fashion industry insiders 
and corporate leaders will attend the 
festival and awards night.” 

Henares recently visited Korea, 
where she met with KMA officials, іп- 
cluding its president Yang Eu-Sig. 

In Korea, Henares was joined by 
GMAACS newest Korean talent, 
Grace Lee, asegmenthost on the QTV 
lifestyle show "The Sweet Life." 
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Big opportunities 

According to Lee, Andy Kim, a fam- 
ily friend, was instrumental in hook- 
ing up GMAAC with КМА. 

“This could lead to bigger opportu- 
nities,” says Lee of the MOU. "A lot of 
Koreanovela stars started out as mod- 
els. Hopefully, Filipinos would also 
get noticed there. Korea's entertain» 
ment market is very big." 

She hopes that this tie-up would 
lead to Korean-Filipino co-produc- 
tions. 

"My Uncle Andy is definitely work- 
ing on that. I hope to be part of that, 
тоо,” says Lee. 

“But first, Filipino stars must first 
master the Korean language,” 
Henares points out. 

Ап example is set by Lee, а Korean 
national who speaks Filipino fluently 
and graduated with a degree in Inter- 
disciplinary Studies from the Ateneo 
de Manila University. 

"My family moved here in 1992, 
when Iwas 10 years old," Lee recalls. 

She agrees that she presents a dif- 
ferent face of Korea for Filipinos 
who've grown accustomed to ABS- 
CBN teen star Sandara Park. 


BILLY with Daniel Agbisit, Sizzle Moneva, Jobel Dy 
winners of the reality dance contest “Move. 


BILLY performed 21 
numbers, majority of which 
were fast tunes like “Candy 
Store" (above) and “Trackin’ 
(right). 


For the 12th anniversary special of 
"Bubble" (to be aired on the last two Fri- 
days of October), Uro, the cast and crew 
brainstormed and decided to mount 
"something we haven't done before." 
Thus, "Bubble Gang the Movie for TV" 
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-Yoon Se-Ah ("Lovers in 
ini Rae Won (“Attic Cat"), 
а Но (‘I'm Sorry, I Love 
singer Mina ("Answer the 
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| Life" starting today (Oct. 
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WACKY quartet: Candy Pangilinan, Pokwang, Rufa Mae Quinto and Eugene Domingo 


Morbid curiosity 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


HE ONLY WAY TO TRULY APPRE- 

ciate “Apat Dapat, Dapat Apat: 

Friends for Lyf and Death” is to 
have no expectations whatsoever. If you 
saw the poster, you probably cringed at 
the thought of another movie inspired by 
“Weekend at Bernie's.” 

But the most jaded Pinoy comedy view- 
er may find a few things to enjoy here, 
even when hilarity is occasionally sparse 
оп account of the overstretched joke. For 
example, one can go only so far with a 
group of friends pretending that one of 
them is still alive, inanely dragging her 
corpse outdoors to maintain the illusion. 


Standard material 

Overall, the humor is standard 
gag show and sitcom material. 
‘Some of the punch lines are in- 
nately Filipino, such as language 
barriers—Rufa Мае Quinto's character 
Brite tries to communicate with a foreigner 
in skewered English slang. 

When all else fails, "Apat Dapat" goes 
with some time-tested techniques. Yes, 
physical humor and gross jokes still work. 
‘The movie is über-campy, so it gets a little 
creative, if not necessarily smarter, when 
the characters are given free rein to go over 
the top. What passes for reality gets bent a 
lot, excusing some major story and logic 
lapses. 

‘So yes, four gal pals, Brite (Quinto), Dol- 
ly (Eugene Domingo), Gay (Pokwang) and 
Res (Candy Pangilinan) survive all kinds of 
trouble, bound by true friendship over 
time ... ог so the blue screen-accompanied 
scenes tell us. Superimposed imagery and 
visual enhancement tend to glaze and 


Review 


gloss the wackiness every now and then. 

The selfprodaimed.*mga tunay na 
Diyosa ng kagandahan,” are a busy bunch: 
Gay is a dancing, leap-frogging traffic en- 
forcer, Dolly is an impassioned music 
teacher; Brite is a bubbly mortician. But 
the busiest is Res, who's virtually her lazy 
and overly dependent family’s maid. She 
doesn't mind, because they politely say 
“please” and “thank you.” Anyway, the four 
quit their jobs to try their luck as domestic 
helpers in Hong Kong. Hodge-podge come- 
dy ensues. 

Soon, Res is maltreated, starved and 
beaten up by her employers, and eventual- 
ly ends up dead. Threatened by the sup. 

posedly well-connected culprits, the re- 

maining friends flee with Res’ body, un- 

able to muster enough courage to 

report the crime. The women do 

their best to make the corpse look 

alive, “animating” her until they 

come up with a more lasting so- 
lution to their woes. 

The smaller moments, however inconse- 
quential or perfunctory, are sometimes 
funnier. Dollys blues with her stuntman 
husband (Christian Vasquez), and Gay's 
family foibles are some of the relatively 
smoother parts. 


Time sharing 

‘The four comediennes share the chores 
almost equally, although Pangilinan is both 
spooky and amazing as the deceased “pup- 


x 

They do what they can with the materi 
al, which seems very loosely structured, as 
if its being made up as they go along. But 
“арас Dapat” is the type of comedy that's 
both a shallow time-killer and an acquired 
taste that some people may find escapist, 
unfunny jokes notwithstanding. 
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[yrit JM Vergara, Mich Garong and Darcy Godoy, 


ly successful concert at the 
Big Dome on Saturday has 
raised the bar for future lo- 
cal productions. 

There was a detectable 
foreign favor in Billys 
dance moves that would re- 
mind the closest observer of 
American entertainer Justin 


The similarity is not coin- 
cidental. Billy and Justin 
have the same choreogra- 
pher—French-American 
Maryss, who also works 
with Gwen Stefani, Missy 
Eliot and Black Eyed Peas. 
Big Dome concert, 
е Time," Billy per- 


vith the moves 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


formed a total of 21 num- 


Photos courtesy of GMAT bers, majority of which 
were fast tunes. Highlight 
BILLY CRAWFORD'S HUGE- of the show was a medley of 


songs by Earth, Wind and 
Fire, Michael Jackson and 
Ne-Yo (with Kris Lawrence). 
Тһе crowd rose and danced 
till the end of the medley. 

Billy also performed with 
Jay-R ("She's Mine") and 
Karylle (“Umbrella”). He 
was backed up by a six- 
member dance team—com- 
prised of Daniel Agbisit, 
Sizzle Moneva, Jobel 
Dayrit, JM Vergara, Mich 
Garong, Darcy Godoy and 
AJ Sarate—winners of the 
reality dance — contest, 
"Move." French concert di- 
rector Bambi Cruz was at 
the helm. 


DOING "Umbrella." 
a duet with Karylle 


e. 
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PROUD parents Jack and Marietta 


RUSTOM Padilla, Yasmien Kurdi and Rufa 
Mae Quinto turned up to watch their friend. 


hallenge is to sustain a two-hour 
Оп the show, we usually do one- 
ninute gags, skits and sketches. 
Two. anniversary shows, each 


msan hour or so,” he says. 


ead, just fatigued’ mne. 


Uro shot all over Quezon City and 


Manila. 


“We had to stop in the week of the Er- " 
ap promulgation [Joseph Estrada ver- 
dict from the Sandiganbayan] because 
ofthe gun ban,” says lead star Michael V. 


"It's because we have gun fight scenes. 
Its an action-musicall" 

"We used HD cameras and shot for four 
days," co-star Rufa Mae Quinto adds. 

“We really treated it as if it's a movie," 
says Uro. 
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Controversy is 


IT WAS SUCH A DELIGHT TO BE A GUEST 
оп “Boy & Kris” along with DJ Mo and Ethel 
Booba. The episode titled “Mga Malalapitin 
ng Intriga,” airs Oct. 19 on ABS-CBN. 

‘As 1 said on the show, controversy is my 
twin sister. I asked Mo which celeb he 
wouldn't save if they were on a sinking 
ship. He chose Drew Arellano. According to 
him, he's “envious” of Drew. He feels that if 
Drew were not around, there would be 
more breaks for him. But of course this re- 
ply was all in the spirit of fun. 

Ethel made a shocking revelation about 
her ex Alex Crisano and sis Bobita. She in- 
sists that there's something going on be- 
tween them. Boy and Kris knew exactly 
how to draw out the best answers from us. 
‘Their teamwork is impeccable! 


New date 

Aiko Melendez was spotted in Eastwood 
with Bulacan Vice Mayor Pat Meneses and 
other friends. Was it a friendly group date, 
or has Aiko found a replacement for Martin 
Jickain? Were Councilor Aiko and VM Pat 
talking politics... of love? 


Lea’s blog 

Here's the latest from Lea Salonga’s blog 
(http://bigsis222.multiply.com) which she 
allowed met print. Ler's hope things be re- 
solved over there soon. The show must go 
on! 

Will It Go Dark On Broadway? (Oct. 10, 
07) 

Before I continue, here are some links... 
they are of considerable concern for all 
those working on Broadway, and the audi- 
ences on their way in to see shows: 

http://www.ny- 
times.com/2007/10/10/nyre- 
gion/10bwayhtml?ref-arts 

http://www.playbill.com/news/arti- 
cle/111755.html 

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/ 
news?pid - newsarchive&si 
aQXID| 4mA 

http://www.varietycom/arti- 
cle/VR1117973753.html?catego- 
туй=15@сз=1 

Needless to say, I'm worried. 

Last night, I arrived at the theater not 
knowing if we were going to perform or 
not, and the last bit of news I heard was 
that it was very possible that lockout 
could take place, effectively shutting out 
everyone responsible for putting on a show 
every night: cast, musicians, wardrobe peo- 
ple and the stagehands. The stagehands are 
members of lATSE Local 1, and аге current- 
ly in contract negotiations with the League 
of American Theaters and Producers. 

At the moment we're going day to day ... we 
don’t know if we're going to have a perfor- 
mance today ... we don't know if we're going 
to be allowed in the theater or not. We don't 
know what the rest of the week will hold if a 
lockout takes place. I had to take home my 
more important personal items from my 
dressing room, just in case. 

Keep your fingers crossed that the curtains 


DISAPPEARED. 


тини 


ЧАКЕ GYLLENHAAL 


RENDITION 


AILABLE 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2007 { ir 


my twin sister 


Y 


DouyWoon,.. 


rise on all the Broadway shows that fall under 
the League. No one wants to see Broadway go 
dark. 
Update (Oct. 12) 
No lockout this weekend. 
http://wwwiplaybill.com/news/arti- 
cle/111865.html 


No. | AM station 

Radio Mindanao Network (RMN), Visayas 
and Mindanao's undisputed number 1 net- 
work of AM radio stations, reaffirms its 
stronghold in these regions. Based on the la 
est Geovisual Solutions survey (wwwra- 
dioviewner), 11 of their stations in Mindanao 
and six of them in the Visayas are ай hailed 
Ко. 1 in their respective areas. 

Ears to the Canoy brothers—the bright 
boys behind RMN. 


Personal 

Ies been quite a roller coaster ride for me 
since 2007 began because of all the controver- 
sies this column has generated. So for my 
birthday, I rewarded myself with а much- 
needed vacation in Hong Kong with my kids 
and sister 

‘Muchas gracias to Cebu Pacific's Romulo 
Orense and Jeannette Reyes for their kind as- 
sistance. Endless thanks to my palangga of all 
time, Maurice Arcache, for facilitating my ac- 
commodations. Xie Xie to the charming Mar- 
keting Communications Manager of Grand 
Hyatt Hong Kong, Gladis Young and the dash- 
ing GM Gordon Fuller, for the red carpet treat- 
ment. 

Some of the celebs who have stayed in the 
swanky hotel are Sylvester Stallone, Bruce 
Willis, Avril Lavigne, Jose Carreras and Mari- 
ah Carey, to name a few. Jackie Chan celebrat- 
ed bis birthday this year at the hotel's pool- 
side. Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie dined re- 
cently at the hotels classic Japanese resto 
Kaetsu, 

I wish I could have frozen time while I was 
there. Their Chub Plateau offers an extensive 
range of aesthetic and relaxation treatments. 
What an indescribable oasis! 

Next time youre in HK, check out the fab 
hotel with magnificent views of the harbor 
wwwhongkong grand уай. сот). Its a wel- 
come respite from the hustle and bustle of 
Nathan Road. And, who knows, you might 
bump into some Hollywood celeb in the ho- 
tel. 

felt like royalty during my stay there. Now 
that I'm back to reality, wonderful memories 
of my Grand Hyatt experience keep my sanity 
intact as I go through the show biz camival 
again, 


E-mail wateringholeshangrila@yahoo.com. 


NOBODY 
IS 
TELLING 
THE 
TRUTH. 


REESE WITHERSPOON 


Like the little black dress, can Lite Rock ever go out of style? 
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Through 19 years of Lite Rock, 
thank you for keeping us in style. 


The Heart of Lite Rock 
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